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COMMISSION
(UNDER THE GREAT SEAL)

FOR INQUIRING INTO THE EMPLOYMENT AND CONDITION OF
CHILDREN IN MINES AND MANUFACTORIES.

____________________________

VICTORIA, by the Grace of God, of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland
Queen, Defender of the Faith. To Our trusty and well beloved Thomas Tooke, Esquire, Thomas
Southwood Smith, Esquire, Doctor in Medicine, together with Leonard Horner and Robert John
Saunders, Esquires, Toe of Our Inspectors of Factories, Greeting:- WHEREAS, an humble
Address was presented unto to Us by Knights, Citizens and Burgesses and Commissioners of
Shires and Burghs in Parliament assembled, humbly beseeching Us that We should be graciously
pleased to direct an Inquiry to be made into the Employment of the Children of the Poorer Classes
in Mines and Collieries and the various branches of Trade and Manufactures in which numbers of
Children work together, not being included in the provisions of the Acts for regulating
Employment of Children and Young Persons in Mills and Factories and to collect information as
to the time allowed each day for meals and a as to the actual state, condition and treatment of such
Children and as to the effects of such Employment, both with regard to their morals and their
bodily health; NOW KNOW YE, THAT WE, reposing great trust and confidence in your ability
and discretion, have nominated, constituted and appointed and do by these presents nominate,
constitute and appoint you the said, Thomas Tooke, Thomas Southwood Smith, together with,
Leonard Horner and Robert John Saunders, to be Our Commissioners for the purposes aforesaid;
And We do hereby enjoin you to obey all directions touching the premises which shall from time
to time be given you, and any two or more of you, by one of our principle Secretaries of State:
And for the better discovery of the truth in the premises, we do, by these presentiments, give and
grant to you, or any two or more of you, full power and authority to call before you, such persons
as you will judge necessary, by whom you may be the better informed of the truth in the premises,
and to inquire of the premises and every part thereof, by all other lawful way and means
whatsoever; And We do hereby also give and grant unto you, or any two or more of you, full
power and authority when the same shall appear to be requisite, to administer an oath or oaths to
any person or persons whatsoever, to be examined before you, or two or more of you, touching or
concerning the premises; And Our further will and pleasure is, that you Our said Commissioners,
or any three of you, do, with as little delay as may be consistent with a due discharge of the duties
hereby imposed upon you, Certify to Us. under your hands and seals, or under the hands and seals
of any three of you, your several proceedings in the premises; And We further will and command,
and by these presents ordained, that this Our Commission shall continue in full force and virtue,
and that you, Our said Commissioners, or any two or more of you, shall and may from time to time
proceed in the execution thereof, and of every matter and thing therein contained, although the
same be not continued, from time to time by adjournment: AND WE HEREBY COMMAND all
and singular Our Justices of the Peace, Sheriffs, Mayors, Bailiffs, Constables, Officers, Ministers,
and all other Our loving Subjects whatsoever, as will within Liberties as without. that they may be
assistant to you and each of you in the execution of these presents: And for your assistance in the
due execution of this Commission, We have made choice of Our trusty and well beloved Joseph
Fletcher, Esquire, to be the Secretary of this Our Commission, whose services we require you to
use from time to time, as occasion may require. In witness thereof, We have caused these Letters
to be made Patent. Witness Ourself at Westminster, the Twentieth day of October, in the Fourth
Year of Our Reign

By Writ of Privy Seal,

EDMUNDS.



LETTER OF INSTRUCTIONS EXTENDING THE TERMS OF THE COMMISSION TO
“YOUNG PERSONS”

Whitehall, February 11th, 1841.

GENTLEMEN,
THE QUEN having been pleased to comply with the prayer of an humble Address presented to

Her Majesty, in pursuance of a Resolution of the House of Commons, dated 4th of February, 1841,
‘That Her Majesty will be graciously pleased to direct that the Commission appointees in answer
to an Address of this House, on August 4, 1840, for the investigation of certain branches of Infant
Labour, do include within its inquiry the Labour also of Young Persons designated as such by the
provisions of the Factory Act’ I am delighted by the Marquis of Normanby to desire that you will
include within your inquiry the Labour of Young Persons designated as such by the provisions of
the Factory Act accordingly.

I am, Gentlemen,
Your Obedient Servant,

(Signed)   F MAULE

The Commissioners for inquiring into the Condition
of Children employed in Mines, &c.

_____________________________
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CHILDREN’S EMPLOYMENT COMMISSION.

_____________________

REPORT by Samuel S. Scriven, Esq., of the Employment of Children and
Young Persons in the Collieries of the West Riding of Yorkshire and on the
State and Condition and Treatment of such Children and Young Persons.

_____________________

TO HER MAJESTY’S COMMISSIONERS.

GENTLEMEN,
I HAVE the honour to submit for your perusal the accompanying Minutes of Evidence which I

have collected at the several coal pit in the district assigned to me in the West Riding of Yorkshire.
On the receipt of your letter at Stourbridge, I immediately proceeded to Leeds and after an

arrangement made between my colleague, Mr. Symons and myself, that we should divide the
duties of the coal field, I left for Bradford, Halifax and Huddersfield, accepting these parishes and
their townships as my portion, and leaving him Leeds, Wakefield and Dewsbury.

On arriving at Bradford I soon found that all the manufactories in which children were
employed were under the “Factories Regulation Act” and that the collieries of the immediate
neighbourhood had been partially visited by my predecessor, Mr. Wood, who had retired from the
Commission on account of indisposition.

Determin therefore to take up my position in the most central locality, I hastened to Halifax, via,
Keithley and Denholme visiting, in the former place, the machine manufactories of Messrs. W.
Smith and Sons., Messrs. Fox and Bland, and Mr. George Hattersley, in neither of which were
there more than three or for “young persons” and no children.

In the village of Denholme I waited on Mr. Isaac Baxendale, the proprietor of the colliery and
finding him from home, I proceeded to the pits where, upon inquiry, I was informed by the Banks
man that Mr. Wood had forestalled me by an examination of the people which superseded the
necessity of my proceeding further.

On leaving, I overtook upon the road a little gang of hurriers returning to their homes. Many of
them were very young and amongst them one of five years of age. They had come to their work
that morning at six o’clock and stated that they generally left at six at night, sometimes later. For
other information relating to them I beg to refer you to Mr. Wood’s report.

In the Unions of Halifax and Bradford and the vicinities (the former of which includes 23
populous townships) I have visited 200 coal and ironstone pits. Out of this number I descended and
explored 70, which, together with others in Staffordshire, amount to 75, viz:-

Firm                                                               Name of Pit                         Description            Means of Working.
Messrs. Rawson’s Swan Bank Shaft Steam engine.
Messrs. Rawson’s Bank Bottom Day hole Tunnel.
Messrs. Waterhouse,s Ainley Top Shaft Steam engine.
Mr. Wilson’s Park Bottom Day hole Tunnel.
Mr. Wilcock’s Park Bottom Day hole Tunnel.
Messrs. Wilson and Stock’s Quarry House Shaft Steam engine.
Miss. Lister’s Listerwick Shaft Steam engine.
Mr. Joseph Stock’s Quarry House Shaft Steam engine.
Mr. Hinscliff’s Knowle Top Shaft Horse gin.
Messrs. Holt and Hebblethwaites Bins Bottom Day hole Tunnel.
Mr. Butterworth’s Norwood Green Shaft Horse gin.
Mr. Well’s Norwood Green Shaft Horse gin.
Mr. Pollard’s Eaton Hill Shaft Horse gin.
Messrs. Dickenson’s Shelf Inclined place Horse gin.
Mr. Spencer’s Ingham Lane Shaft Horse gin.
Mr. Wilcock’s Ingham Lane Shaft Horse gin.
Mr. J. Stock’s Shaw Lane Day hole Tunnel.



Cont.

Firm                                                               Name of Pit                       Description             Means of Working.
Messrs. Spencer and Lassey Bradshaw Shaft Steam engine.
Mr. Thomas Holme’s Bradshaw Shaft Steam engine.
Messrs. Spencer and Illingsworth Shugden Shaft Steam engine.
Messrs. Foster and Lassey’s Clewes Moor Shaft Gin.
Messrs. Akroyd and Smith’s New Road Shaft Gin.
Mr. B. Hall’s New Road Shaft Steam engine.
Mr. Isaac Wood’s Pinchback Gin.
Messrs. Barstow and Wilson’s Alderscoles Shaft Gin.
Mr. Joseph Stock’s Windy Bank Day hole Tunnel.
Mr. Joseph Stock’s Penfols Shaft Gin.
Mr. Joseph Stock’s Brown Top Shaft Gin.
Mr. Joseph Stock’s Clayton Shaft Gin.
Mr. Joseph Stock’s Oates Royd Day hole Tunnel.
Low Moor Company Engine Pit Shaft Steam engine.
Low Moor Company Law’s Pit Shaft Steam engine.
Low Moor Company Bywater Shaft Gin.
Low Moor Company Park Lees Shaft Gin.
Low Moor Company Soldier Green, twice Shaft Gin.
Low Moor Company Sheard Shaft Gin.
Low Moor Company Naylor Shaft Gin.
Low Moor Company Mortimer Pit Shaft Gin.
Low Moor Company Junction Pit Shaft Steam engine.
Low Moor Company Chapel House Pit Shaft Steam engine.
Low Moor Company Level Pit Shaft Gin.
Low Moor Company Weigh Pit Shaft Gin.
Low Moor Company Wyke Pit Shaft Gin.
Messrs. Clayton and Co.’s No.1 Shaft Steam engine.
Messrs. Clayton and Co.’s No.2 Shaft Steam engine.
Messrs. Clayton and Co.’s No.3 Shaft Gin.
The Bowling Co.’s Lodge Shaft Steam engine.
The Bowling Co.’s Oakes shaft Gin.
The Bowling Co.’s Lower Pit Shaft Gin.
The Byerly Co.’s Garden Pit Shaft Gin.
The Byerly Co.’s Well’s Pit Shaft Gin.
The Byerly Co.’s Powell Pit Shaft Gin.
The Byerly Co.’s Incline Pit Shaft Gin.
The Byerly Co.’s Wilson Pit Shaft Gin.
The Byerly Co.’s Weigh Pit Shaft Gin.
The Byerly Co.’s Roundhead Pit Shaft Gin.
The Byerly Co.’s Rudding’s Pit Shaft Gin.
The Byerly Co.’s Corner Pit Shaft Gin.
Messrs. Rawson’s Swan Bank* Shaft Gin
Messrs. Waterhouse’s Elland* Shaft Gin.
Messrs. ___ Barnsley* Shaft Gin.
Messrs. Sparrow’s Moss Field Shaft Steam engine.
Mr. Kinnersley’s Endless Chain Shaft Steam engine.
Mrs. Palmer’s Rugeley Shaft Steam Engine.
Messrs Banford’s Dilhorn Shaft Steam engine.
Messrs. Attwood’s Ecton Shaft Water mill.

*With Dr. Smith and Robert J. Saunders, Esq.,

I soon found, from the difficulties I repeatedly experienced in bringing the children, who were
especially objects of my search, from the mine to the cabins at the pits mouth, that my arrival in the
district was pretty generally known and but little understood and all my endeavours to overcome
the prejudices that evidently existed in the minds of the colliers proving fruitless, I determined at
once to provide myself with a suitable dress of flannel, clogs and knee caps, in order that I might
descend as many as possible, and take the dispositions of the children themselves during their short
intervals of rest, feeling a conviction that this was the only means of arriving at anything like a
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reason to congratulate myself upon my resolve because I feel that I have become more familiarised
with their habits, practices, wants and sufferings, can more faithfully describe them and better
stand the test of any future examination that may be considered necessary, than would have been
otherwise possible.

In the Union of Bradford there are three large companies who have extensively foundries,
ironstone and coal pits. They are Low Moor, Bowling and Bierly, each of the two latter having
upwards of 50, extending over a country of some miles but it is with the small proprietors that I
shall first have to do.

These are scattered about the townships of Elland cum Greetand, Hipperholme cum Brighouse,
Northowram, Southowram, Shelf and Ovenden, none, with few exceptions, owing more than two
pits.

They are generally men, who, by industry and provident habits have acquired enough to “sink a
shaft.” To effect this they condition with some land owner for the bed at from £100 to £200 per
acre according to the quality of the coal, paying the occupying tenant of the field double the rent
which he pays for surface damage as in making roads, building cabins and for space occupied by
the soil brought up.

Their machinery is of three distinct kinds, steam engines, horse gins and turn wheels, or roller,
the first being by far the most costly.

By the time the have sunk the shaft which is an expensive undertaking, their resources are
probably expended or they have little effect for the erection of machinery beyond a horse gin or
turn wheel.

If, on the other hand, the mine is worked by the landlord, or some extent of land is leased by
him, for a period of years, to a greater capitalist, the engine and framework. (Figure No.1) as here
represented is at once erected. The engine house is built within 50 or 100 yards of the shaft. I have
seen them however as far off as 300 yards and made to answer the purposes of three distinct mines.
One being 50 yards in front, another being 100 yards behind and the third 300 on the right, one
engineer performing the duties of the whole.

Fig 1.

The essential part of the machinery is the cylindrical drum on the right hand of the house around
which are wound three or four coils of rope, the ends passing over a cast iron pulley fixed to the
frame above the mouth of the shaft and terminating in some feet of chain and cross bar of iron
called the “clatch harness,” by which the corve is suspended.

This kind of drum and the round rope enables the engine to perform double duty, by lifting the
loaded corve from below and sending the other down at the same moment with an equal velocity
through the whole distance, thereby giving it an advantage over the flat rope of other districts
which winds upon itself round a spoke-drum layer superlayer enlarging its diameter at every



as the corve approaches the top and its descent diminished in a corresponding ratio. Its safety,
therefore, in this respect together with its greater strength and durability, recommends it for more
general adoption. (This figure represents the single corve shaft.)

There is nevertheless a frightful danger attendant on the use of the best of them.
It is well known that the changes and usage to which they are subjected contribute greatly to

their premature decay. Such, for example, as their constant exposure to wet shafts or, the other
hand, to hot and arid ones, to intense frosts, and to the friction of the cast iron wheels over which
they roll, bearing at all times heavy weights, by which means they lose their elasticity and become
smooth and brittle, having the appearance at the same time of firmness and strength. Their size
appears to be regulated by the weight of the corve and varies from three inches in circumference to
five and a half. The size, however is not always the criterion of their safety as instances in the
Barnsley Pit where a collier was killed a short time ago by one of five and a half inch breaking. At
the Swan Bank Pit at Halifax another separated just at the moment previous to my intended descent
with Mr. Allan, the surgeon. In neither of which cases was  there any assignable cause.

Within twenty yards of the “clatch iron” there is fastened a piece of tow, or oakum, which is
intended to indicate your near approach to the surface. When this is in sight, the tenter (see
Glossary) gradually turns off the steam and you alight coolly on the bank. If, on the contrary, his
attention is directed for a moment to another object, you are sent over the pulley with fearful
rapidity and killed probably above ground or the rope breaking, you are precipitated with a
certainty, and awful certainty, of immediate destruction. See cases of William Walker and David
Kellett (Nos.1 and 50), in Table of Deaths.

The latter terrible result may be wholly prevented by the general use of self-acting trap doors, as
provided at the Barnsley Pit, and copied by Luke Brook, one of the Low Moor Company’s bottom
stewards, for their Junction pit, the object of which is to close the mouth of the shaft and thereby
effect a safe landing for the corve, whether containing persons or coals.

“Gins” are turned by horses and work much upon the same principle as engines, with this
difference that the drums are elevated eight or ten feet above the ground and revolve horizontally.

Fig. 2

Of the three methods, this (provided the appointments are in good condition) is the least
dangerous, as the strength of the horse, even if disposed to be restrve, which would be a most
uncommon circumstance, is seldom enough either to draw the corve over the pulley, or break the
rope. The motion in coming up or going down the shaft is of course regulated by the qualities of
the animal or upon the attention of the child that drives it. It is sometimes quick, at others slow,
jerking and disagreeable. If the shaft happens to be deep you will probably have the benefit of
some half dozen turns of the rope by which a swinging motion is given to the corve. The chances
then are that you get a blow from the other descending or ascending corve, or strike the side of the
shaft with the danger of being thrown out. I can readily believe that many children have been
sacrificed in this way. (See cases Nos.1, 9 and 10 in the list of deaths.)

Cattle of the worst description, wind-galled, spavined and blind, are made to perform the work,
often with or without halters, bridle or other had gear.

Some few of the gins and invariably the engine pits, have the excellent contrivance of
conducting rods. These are four iron bars, extending from the frame above the shaft to the bull
stake at the bottom. They are made to pass through a ring at each end of the clatch iron so that it
cannot by any possibility strike, in its descent, the ascending corve or separate the loose measures
which form the sides of the unlined shafts. They are also the medium for the conveyance of signals
from below, by striking them with a piece of iron, one or more times, the sound is audibly heard at
h d i l h di f h lf il



The turn wheel, as represented in Figure No.3 is the least expensive, and certainly the most
dangerous, as you are, upon all occasions, dependant on the man or it may be a woman, who works
it. It is in fact nothing more or less than a common well winch with a fly wheel, without trap door
or stage, conducting rods or anything else. In getting on or off the catch iron, or corve in coming up
or going down, you are at the mercy of the winder. The unfortunate case of David Pellett, No.50,
who was drawn over the roller by his own uncle and grandfather at the time I was pursuing my
investigation upon the same ground, just at the moment with their attention was called to a passing
funeral, is a painful illustration of their unsafety.

Fig. 3

The sketch given is intended to represent Ann Ambler and William Dyson, witnesses No.7,
hurriers at Messrs Ditchforth and Clay’s colliery at Elland, in the act of being drawn up cross-
lapped upon the clatch iron by a woman. As soon as they arrived at the top the handle was made
fast by a bolt drawn from the upright post. The woman them grasped a hand of both at the same
time, and by main force brought them to land. The corve on these occasions is detached from the
hooks to render the load lighter.

The day hole or tail end mines are tunnels at the base of a hill. They have no machinery unless
(as at Shelf) the tunnels dip. In that case rails are laid the plane and the coals are brought up in
corves attached, at equal distances, to an endless chain which is made to pass round a horizontal
wheel within an another without the mine and worked by a horse gin.

The shafts are of variable depths, being in some instances, as shallow as 45 feet in others a low
as 600. This difference is consequent upon the number of seams in work and upon the undulations
of the country. The measures also through which they are cut are as variable in character and
density, consisting of loam, sandstone, ironstone, clay, gravel, shale &c. The greater number of
them are lined with stones, bricks or boards as means of protection.

In many instances however, this necessary precaution is neglected. The consequence is that



struck off by the descending light corves, and alight on the children below. This was nearly
illustrated in my own person at Messrs. Stocks and Wilson’s, Quarry House Pit, where, just at the
moment of my disengaging myself from the corve and chains at the foot of the shaft, all around me
being dark an dismal enough, a stone weighing five pounds fell from nigh the top, or elsewhere,
close to my feet. The cases of Abraham Binns, No.8, of John Crossley, No.9, Abraham Crossley,
No.10 and George Walker, No.3 in the return of deaths are others, but attended with results more
distressing.

Some of the shafts, indeed all that I descended at Low Moor, Bierly, Bowling and Eccles Hill,
have roomy excavations at the foot of them which I look upon as an indispensable provision for the
safety of the children. It is at this spot that they meet as many times in the day as they have corves
to hurry. For the purpose of hooking them to the chains and often in considerable numbers. In
many shafts no such protection is afforded them. They are therefore continually exposed to falling
stones, corves and water. The pit above mentioned and Mr. Waterhouse’s at Elland, where both Dr.
Smith and Mr. Saunders favoured me with a visit, they will well remember are examples.

It would be an almost endless task to attempt anything more than a general description of the
gates through which I have passed, as there are no two alike. As, however, some notice of them
may be requisite, I would premise it by stating that the strata of coal in this field in some mines are
not more than 14 inches thick and very rarely more than 36.

The practice of forming “gates” is to drive two heads parallel with each other right away from
the shaft to the extreme boundary, alternately mining and topping the bye-gates, which are formed
at right angles as they proceed. One of them may be designated the hurrying in-gate, the other the
hurrying-out. They then commence “getting” right and left, working out the coals as they retire,
neither cutting much away from above or below the bed. They use few props, except at their places
of work, called “headings” but allow, as they finish, the superincumbent earth to fall in as it will.

I know but of two gates that will admit of the use of horses (Messrs. Rawson’s Swan Bank and
Chapel House Pit at Low Moor). Hence has arisen the substitution of children.

In some of them I have had to creep upon my hands and knees the whole distance, the height
being barely twenty inches  and then have gone still lower upon my breast and crawled like a turtle
to get up to the headings.

In others I have been fortunately hurried on a flat board mounted on four wheels, or in a corve,
with my head hanging over the back, and legs over the front of it in a momentary anticipation of
getting scalped by the roof, or of meeting with the still more serious infliction of a broken head
from a depending rock, whilst in others I have been able to accomplish my journey by stooping.

They are sometimes of a great length. In the Booth Town Pit, in which Patience Kershaw
(No.26) hurries 11 corves a day, I walked, crept and rode 1800 yards to one of the nearest “faces.”
The most distant was 200 further. The bottom or floor of this gate was every here and there three of
four inches deep in water, and muddy throughout. The Swan Bank Pit, to which I was accompanied
by Dr. Smith and Mr. Sanders, was almost as bad and more resembled a city drain than anything
else.

The accumulation of water in them is attributable to the character of the soil. If gravely it will of
course filter through, but on the contrary, of hard clay, it will remain and contribute greatly to the
irregularities of the floor by assisting the side walls and superincumbent earth to heave it constantly
up, thereby displacing the rails and sleepers, and making them difficult to hurry over.

The roof and walls also depend upon the characters of the soil and are sometimes even, at other
rough, rocky and loose, requiring every here and there proppings to prevent their falling. Despite
however, the upmost precaution, large lasses are occasionally separated by the action of air and the
shaking of the rails over which the loaded corves run, burying the children under their weight. See
cases of Jonas Brook (43), Joseph Sharp (36), William Wilkinson (30), Joseph Brook (26),
Benjamin Fetley (25), Joseph Gray (16). Table of Deaths.

The “board facings”, “headings” or “workings” (synonymous terms,) are at the extreme ends of
the bye-gates and are the excavations of the bed in which the colliers labour.

I have often been shocked in contemplating the hideous and anything but human appearance of
these men, who are generally found in a state of bestial nakedness, lying their whole length along
the uneven floor, and supporting their heads upon a board or short crutch (Fig. 4), or sitting upon
one heel balancing their persons by extending the other.



Fig. 4

Fig. 5

Fig. 6.

Black and filthy as they are in their low, dark, heated and dismal chambers, they look like a race
from the common stock. It did not surprise me to be told that old age came prematurely upon them
and that the were “mashed up” at 40 or 45. Indeed the care worn countenances, the grey hair and
furrowed brows of those I met with at that age were sufficient indications of the fact and the only
wonder is that human life should even be given so far prolonged in an atmosphere with loud
crackings from newly made surface, together with the exhausting influence of excessive
perspiration occasioned by the severity of eight, ten or twelve hours of continuous labour, in order
to support their own cheerless existence and that of their families.



The strata in work are called the Better and Black Bed, known also as the Upper and Lower Bed
or Hard and Soft Bed, one lying about 45 yards below the other and being 16 and 36 inches in
thickness.

It does not appear that carburetted hydrogen, or as it is called, firedamp, sulphur and wildfire,
collects in the gates in any great quantities, except in the localities of Low Moor, Bowling and
Bierly, where pyrites, the agent necessary to its formation, exists or, if so, it is dispersed by its
ascending power through the rocky crevices of the roofs which it would not be were the roofs
composed of more compact matter as clay but that it is more or less present, without being very
perceptible to the senses is undoubted. The Swan Bank Mine, before alluded to, is an example,
where a jet is thrown out from the rock and had continued in a state of combustion eight or nine
months, serving the purposes of a light. Explosions therefore are very rare, and this has led
probably to indifference upon the subject of ventilation.

The companies carry on their works with great system, order and regularity and up in a scale of
magnitude not to be attained by the small proprietors. Their machinery (baring horse gins), shafts,
roofs, floors, porches and upcast furnaces are superior to any others that I have met with, either in
this or any other district. The currents of air passing through their mines, by this last provision, are
so strong that I have had many times a difficulty in opening a door against them. A handkerchief
held up in any of the passages would blow out as in half a gale of wind. It would certainly much
surprise me to hear of an explosion in any of them, except from the extreme negligence of the men
in the headings, or from their ignorance, or that of their children, of the principles of the Davy
Lamp with which they are provided.

In my progress through the Wyke Lane Pit, in which gas was given off in great abundance, one
of the lads who accompanied me held up his lamp to show the blue flame burning within it. To
save light, which he continued to hold near the roof, and which would have gone out in that
position, and rekindled had he lowered it to the floor, he attempted to blow through the gauze. It is
needless to observe that had he succeeded the probability is that the flame would have passed out
on the opposite side with his breath and have exploded the gas by which we were surrounded. I
struck it, however, at the moment from his hand in the act of taking it from him. In falling, the light
was extinguished. We had of course to grope our way back in the dark, under an apprehension of
the probable danger of being overtaken by loaded corves.

I have often seen boys, and men to, regardless of consequences, unscrew the bottoms of their
lamps, to trim their wicks, in very suspicious places, which has inclined me to wonder that
accidents do no occur more frequently.

Children as well as the colliers (like the mill children before the *pass note system) are
continually changing their place of occupation so that even with the assistance of the printed forms
issued to masters, it has been impossible to obtain a correct return of their numbers. At a moderate
calculation I should say that they average at least 12 to every pit in the two Unions, there being
upwards of 300 pits, it follows that there are near 400 children and young persons between the ages
of 5 and 18 employed as hurriers, thrusters, trappers, trub packers, getters and gin drivers. The first
and second out numbering all the rest in the population of five to one.

They are initiated in these various callings by fathers, uncles, and brothers from the period of
infancy. Joseph Gledhill, a banksman (No.40), states he took his child into the pit at Flockton at
three years old. It was made to follow him to the workings there to hold a candle and when
exhausted with fatigue was cradled upon the coals until his return at night. This child he took
regularly to work at the age of five, and another he took between four and five and a third between
five and six. A reference to the following table of wages will show 16 out of 30 that are now in six
pits between that age and nine.

“Hurriers” are children who draw loaded corves or waggons, weighing from two to five
hundredweight, mounted upon four cast iron wheels of five inches diameter, without rails, from the
headings to the main gates. In the thin seams this is done upon their hands and feet, having
frequently no greater height from the floor to the ragged roof than 16, 18 or 10 inches. To
accomplish their labour the more easily they buckle round their naked persons a broad leather
strap, to which is attached in the front a ring and about four feet of chain terminating in a hook.
(See Figure 7).

*This measure now universally adopted by the leading manufacturers of Halifax and a very generally at Bradford, Leeds and other
places, was introduced by Mr. James Holroyd, the certifying surgeon. My frequent visits with this gentleman, to the different

establishments under his charge have been an opportunity of bearing witness to its excellence and to the advantages that have already
resulted to both employers and children. In order therefore, that it should be fully explained, I have the measure of appending a letter



Fig.7.

Fig.8.

All their physical power of which they are possessed is brought into action to propel their loads
forward. Hence it is that their muscles are extraordinarily firm and prominent, especially those of
the shoulders, arms and legs. In height and genital development they are singularly stunted and
defective. Such, however, was my conviction after a careful examination of some hundreds of them
and with the view of determining the first fact beyond dispute, I measured round the chest and
from head to foot, 220, taking advantage of the same opportunity is ascertaining their educational
qualifications in order that I may compare them with about the same number of potters,
manufacturers and agriculturists. The accompanying tables (Appendix A Nos.1 to 7) showing the
aggregates and averages will faithfully give the result.

Perhaps the most accurate mode of ascertaining their strength would have been to have take the
weights, as I first intended but in the low gates I found this impracticable and was therefore
compelled to have recourse to my own judgement in classifying them under the order of ”very
muscular”, “muscular,” “at par,” and “below par.” The first including those whose fibres were
extremely prominent, rigid and well defined and the last as being lax, slender and feeble, the
proportion of the latter being only 10 in 229, the circumference of the former increasing with their
diminished height. Whilst in the potteries, where children labour as mould runners in excessive
heat, the proportion of the same class is shown to be 106 in 150, with their heights and
circumference directly reversed. The farm labourers far out measuring both.

The premature muscularity of hurriers, consequent upon the severe labour of their youth, will
readily account for the stunted growth and shortening of the natural lives of the “getters” who are
notoriously a diminutive race of men, old, and in their own phraseology, “mashed up,” at a period
when others are considered in their prime. Occasionally the bigger men leave the pits as being
unable to follow their occupations there and on that account are promoted to the rank of banksman.
steward or ground bailiff. I have never found, for the same reason, that they have migrated to
follow other employments. A collier would have some difficulty to make up his mind to that.

A soon as the hurriers enter the mine gates they detach their harnesses from the corve, change
their position by getting behind it and become “thrusters.” The vehicle is then placed upon the rail,
a candle is stuck fast by a piece of wet clay and away they run with prodigious celerity to the shaft,
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curve and angle considering its pace, the unevenness of the floors an rails, mud, water and stones,
is truly astonishing.

Fig.9.

The younger children thrust in pairs.
The hours of work with few exceptions, altogether uncertain.
In some of the Day Hole Pits, I have known them to commence at six o’clock in the morning

and leave at seven, eight or nine o’clock at night without an interval of rest. This irregularity
depends upon the habits of the collier, who receives his wages at so much per dozen corves, paying
his hurrier by the week. It is his practice to carry down with him in the morning a given number of
sticks, having his own peculiar mark on them, in the shape of one, two or more notches. They are
called “nicks.” In every loaded corve at the heading he deposits one stick which the banksman
receives above and conveys to his pigeonhole in the cabin. That day’s “getting” is calculated by the
number of nicks carried to account, and amounts to 4s.  6d. per diem. Out of this he will have to
pay for oil, candles and hurrier.

If the seam in which he works is of some thickness, he can “get” in eight hours as much as the
child can hurry in twelve and he will leave the pit or if working in a thin seam, at a distance of 700
or 800 years from the shaft, he will require the child to keep him “agate.” (See Glossary).

Two days of the week (Monday and Saturday) he absents himself from the pit altogether and is
most frequently to be found loitering about the fields, village or in the alehouse, but takes good
care that there shall be something left “at bottom” for the child to do in the way of getting, hurrying
or cleansing.

David Oldfield (No.18) states:-

I come at seven in the morning and go home at seven sometimes eight. Down in the lower pit, boys have
stopped after the horse is gone home and have been pulled out by the men.

James Grandage (No.25) states:-

I come with the rest of the boys and go home at all times but have never staid after eight.

John Bell (No.34) says:-

We all come down together at six, seven or eight and go home at six and eight. “Tis just as leets.” We all
think we work too many hours a day. The men do not work every day with us. They lake some odd times.
When they lake we do not. They make us get what coals we can, and muck put of bottom and what we get
we hurry. If they lake one day we work longer the next to make up for it. We don’t think it fair and tell
hem so but they laugh and if we are not sharp they hit us with the handle of the pick &c.

William Hollingsworth (No. 64) says:-

The first time I went to work I went at half past five in the morning and stayed in the pit until 10 at night.
The second time I stopped till half past day. The third day I left at half past eight and the fourth at eight.
Neither I nor the other boys had anything more than a cake and a half each either day to eat and nothing to
drink.

(S id f h )



The same irregularity will be equally applicable to meals. The collier often lives at a distance of
a mile or two from the pit and in that case will bring his dinner with him. At other times he will eat
with his return home. The hurrier must therefore conform to circumstances and get his how and in
what way he best can, having no specific time allotted him and is therefore most commonly seen
eating and hurrying at the same moment. In no case do they leave the pit, as the act of dressing,
undressing, washing, ascending and descending and going to and from their homes would involve
more time and trouble than they would be inclined to sacrifice and would be the means of
prolonging the hours of labour beyond those which custom has sanctioned in the majority of pits.

The breakfast generally consists of a mess of porridge (oatmeal and hot milk or water), the
dinner is almost invariably a flat thin coarse oaten cake peculiar to the North or a wheat cake
weighing about six ounces, without any other accompaniment, save a morsel of butter or lard. This
they often partially or wholly dispose of before 9, 10 or 11 o’clock when they feel most hungry
which suffices them until they return home and when they get their suppers, and are said to be
satisfied, which I believe is true as in very few instances have I heard of any complaints.

The wages of the hurriers depend upon their ages and aptness. In six pits I have selected an
equal number of the oldest and youngest with the view of ascertaining the difference between them
and then recorded the several amounts received by the whole number and found that it averaged 4s.
81/

2d. per week which is received by their parents.

TABLES OF WAGES OF COLLIERS.







There appears to be a considerable difference in the rate of pay in the six pits or collieries
alluded to, Messrs. Dickenson’s men paying 6s.  61/

2d. per week, while those of the late Miss
Lister’s pay but 3s.  11d. This is to be accounted for by the difference in the age of the children,
and the consequently increased numbers employed, two being engaged in the latter colliery to do
the work of one in the former.

By comparing the average amount of the whole, which is 4s.  81/
2d., it is found to be more than

what is received by children employed as spinners, piecers or card setters in the same district, or by
potters or agriculturalists in distant counties, these being respectively, 4s.  41/

4d., 1s.  7d., 3s.  91/
2d.

and 3s.  7d, although, with the exception of card setters, they are the youngest.
It must, however, be remembered that farm labourers have perquisites in house rent, garden

ground, wheat at a reduced price, milk, fuel and other domestic necessaries, which neither of the
other classes have and which may be reasonably considered advantages equal to 1s. or 1s.  6d. per
week to each child.

A great number of hurriers are apprenticed by the Boards of Guardians from the age of eight
years upwards until twenty one, paying with them a sovereign, to be expended, at the discretion of
the master, for clothes who likewise receives all their hard earnings as a compensation for board,
lodging and instruction in the art and mystery of hurrying and thrusting. Many of the colliers take
two or three at a time, supporting themselves and their families out of their labour. As soon as
either of them is old enough he is made a getter and is them worth from 10s. to 15s. per week.

Joseph Barker, of Windy Bank Pit (No.14.) says:-

I have three apprentices (two hurriers and the other a “getter”). They are bound to me until they are 21. I
draw when they earn every fortnight and for that I keep them in meat, drink and clothing. They got to
work at six in the morning  but I do not know what time they leave. It is according to their work during
the day.

He goes on to say:-

As a working man I think that nine hours a day is sufficient for them but if they were prevented from
working more than that, I could not get my living at their present wages. They hurry about 17 corves a
day. As an honest man I think that too much.

I found this man in a cabin, at the tail end, smoking his pipe and drinking ale, just as capable of
getting his livelihood as either of the children whom he employed, and who were in a wretched
state of filth and rags.

Punishments are said never to be allowed, but what measures are taken to prevent them? The
colliers work alone in the dark and secluded places at great distances from eachother, where they
have opportunities of inflicting them when and how they please. Frequent instances of cruelty have
from time to time come under my observation. At Mr. Thomas Holme’s Shugden Lane Pit I
remember meeting with one of the boys crying very bitterly and bleeding from a wound in the
cheek. I found out his master at a remote heading, who told me in a tone of savage defiance, “that
the child was one of the slow ones who would only move when he saw blood and that by throwing
a piece of coal at him, for that purpose, he had accomplished his object and that he often adopted
the like means.”

William Dyson (No.7), in speaking of his workmate, Sarah Ambler, says:-

I have seen her thrashed many times when she does not please the men. They rap her in the face and
knock her down. I have seen her cry many times.

Thomas Moorhouse (No.58), apprenticed by the Board of Guardians, states, in reference to
William Greenwood, his master:-

I ran way from him because he used me so bad. He stuck a pick twice into my bottom. He used to hit he
with the belt an mawl and fling coals at me. When I left him, I used to sleep in the cabins upon the pit’s
bank and in the old pits that had down working where I laid upon the shale. I used to get what I could to at
and ate for along time the candles that the colliers had left behind. I had nothing else to eat.

I examined this boy and found wounds he described, together with 20 others upon his back
occasioned by hurrying in low gates without the usual protection for his person.



At the foot of Clewes Moor Pit, I found Harriet Craven (No.76) crying and afraid to return to
Joseph Ibbotson, her master, who, she said, “had been braying her and had flung a piece of coal at
her which struck her back.” Her sister Ester, stated, “that he often brayed them both.”

Susan Pitchforth (No.10) says:-

My father slaps me upon the head and back so as to make me cry. I had rather set cards or do anything
else than work in the pit.

Margaret Gomley (No.9) says:-

They (the men) flog us down the pit with their hands upon my bottom which hurts me very much. Thomas
Copeland flogs me more than once a day which makes me cry. I had rather set cards at 5d. a day.

(See Others)

The accidents and personal injuries to which they are subjected are consequent upon explosions,
falls in coming up and going down the shafts, falling roofs and walls and the weight of the loaded
corves, which, if they happen to be in the way, run over them. These are the formidable and as will
be shown in the following table obtained from the coroner, which will include a period of little
more than three years, are too frequently attended with fatal results.



RETURN OF DEATHS resulting from ACCIDENTS and EXPLOSIONS that have occurred
within the last Three Years and Six Months in the Coal Mines of the Bradford and Halifax

District.



Here are 50 deaths and of this number 34 have occurred to children and young persons under 16
years of age. On the perusal of the verdicts it will be seen that in a large proportion of these cases
the fatal results might be obviated by precaution and care on the part of the proprietors and of the
colliers themselves nor has this neglect subjected the parties guilty of it in any case to that
reprehension and punishment which it appears to me might be employed with effect in diminishing
their frequency. See Nos.3, 7, 8, 9, 10, 15, 19, 21, 24, 31, 33, 34 and 50.

The most frequent accidents and injuries are productive of wounds and abrasions of the feet,
legs and head.

In running continually over uneven ground without shoes or stockings, particles of dirt, coal and
stone get between the toes and are prolific sources of irritation and lameness of which they often
complain. The skin covering the balls of the toes and heels become thickened and horny.
occasioning a good deal of pain and pustular gathering.

The upper parts of their heads are always denuded of hair, their scalps thickened and inflamed,
sometimes taking on the appearance of tinea capitis, from the pressure and friction which they
undergo in the act of pushing the corves forward although they are mostly defended by a padded
cap.

It has been a source of satisfaction to find that their general health is remarkably good, as out of
the many hundreds that have come under my observation I have never met with one solitary case of
functional or organic disease as the result of their employment, the opposite condition obtaining in
a marked degree as evidenced by their florid countenances and cheerful dispositions. The
following tables will show an appreciable difference in their stature as compared with other classes
which, a before observed, I believe to be attributable to the severe labour exacted from them during
a period of infancy and adolescence.

But it has been the practice, and one no less singular than true, for parents unconnected with
collieries whose offspring may have been the victims of constitutional disease to send them into the
pits for “change of air,” a change that has contributed to the restoration of many, more especially
for those suffering from bronchial and pulmonary complaints and no wonder, since they have been
removed from the cold and blighting winds of the moors to a more equal, humid and genial
atmosphere.

The children that excite the greatest consideration are those who stand behind the doors to open
and shut them for the hurriers to pass. They are called “trappers” who in the darkness, solitude and
stillness as of night eke out miserable existence for the smallest amount of wages. In the best
appointed pits the air is rarefied by a fire which is kindled at the foot of the upcast shaft, the
atmospheric air being directed down another called the downcast shaft and then made to pass the
remotest corners of the pit by doors places at intervals in the main gates or byways.

The trappers are therefore made to stand at the back of these, holding a cord in their hands all
day long. I can never forget the first unfortunate creature that I met with. It was a boy of about
eight years old which looked idiotic, like a thing, a creeping thing peculiar to the place. On
approaching and speaking to him he slunk trembling and frightened into a corner under an
impression that I was about to do him some bodily injury and from which neither coaxing not
temptations would draw him out. Happily but few children are sacrificed here as their services are
not much needed in the thin seams of the district.

Gin  drivers whose services are required to follow the horse round the circle upon the pit’s bank
with a whip are amongst the youngest employed, their strength giving them but little command
over the horse that may be disposed to be restive. Their hours of labour are regular and their wages
are paid weekly.

Trub packers work also upon the banks of the ironstone pits. Their duties are to separate the lose
shale from the metallic ore with which it is found in contact and them pack it in heaps in readiness
for the mines or kilns. The hours are also limited to twelve and their wages paid weekly.

The moral condition of these classes of children taking them as a body is as bad as it is possible
to be. They are schooled from infancy in darkness, ignorance, profligacy and vice. How can it be
otherwise, when they are taken from their homes almost as soon as they can walk alone and are
shut out from that moment from ever association and intercourse save that of the loathsome and
disgusting sensuality?

In an examination at the pit’s bottom of 219, I found only 31 that could read an easy book and
of the same number 15 could write their names. These had been taught, before they commenced
work, in some day school. The rest were wholly incapable of connecting two syllables. They
seldom or never attend places of religious worship as it is only on the Sunday, for six months in the
year, that they catch a glimpse of the sun light when they are little disposed to the ordeal of a
Sunday School. See Evidence of Thomas Mitchell (No.68.) aged 13, whose condition would be a



disgrace to the savage tribes of the most savage nation for they had at least their gods in some
shape, whilst he has no knowledge of the name. He says:-

I have hurried four years for Thomas Mitchell (uncle). I don’t know what you mean by uncle, I have
never heard of Jesus Christ. I don’t know what you mean by God. I have never heard of Adam or know
what you mean by Scriptures. I have heard of a Bible but don’t know what ‘tis about. I tell a lie I don’t
know whether ‘tis good or bad.

Again Henry Jowett (No.71) says:-

I don’t know who God is.

And Anna Hoile (No.70) says:-

I have heard of God and Jesus Christ but I can’t tell who they was, If I died a good girl I should go to
heaven &c. They told me the school yesterday. I did not know it before.

Mr. James Wilcox, a proprietor of mines (No.69.) states:-

You have expressed some surprise at Thomas Mitchell not having heard of God. I judge [he continues]
that there are very few colliers here about that have. There is a Sunday School in the village at which
some of them go but it does not advance them in learning much. It keeps them from idleness on the
Sunday and doing mischief from beating the fields and destroying hedges, but very few colliers care
much about it. If the Government established day schools it would do some good, That is, if parents
would send their children but I do not think they would unless they were obliged.

Before entering the pits some few children attend day schools but they are of the most
inefficient and ordinary kinds and presided over by some goodly dame of the village. The
education therefore does not extend beyond spelling and “Reading made Easy.” No provision of
any sort is made for religious instruction or moral training neither are there any means imparted to
the girls for acquiring habits of modesty, prudence, domestic economy or forethought.

On Sundays there are schools in abundance in every village but their paramount efforts appear
to be directed at the assemblage of the greatest number of pupils by holding out all sorts of
temptations and inducements in the shape of jubilees, tea parties and the like with the view of
proselytising to their own peculiar doctrines. At all events, the profaneness and almost mental
imbecility if the youthful population would lead me to the conclusion that there is great want of
system, order and competence both in respect of secular and religious instruction throughout the
whole district of the coal field.

Girls from five to eighteen perform all the works of boys. There is no distinction whatever in
their coming up the shaft or going down, in the mode of hurrying or thrusting, in the weights of the
corves or in the distances they are hurried, in wages or dress, Indeed it is impossible to distinguish,
either in the darkness of the gates in which they labour, or in the cabins before the broad light of
day, an atom of difference between one sex and the other.

They are to be found alike vulgar in manner and obscene in language but who can feel surprise
at their debased condition when they are known to be constantly associated and associated only,
with men and boys living and labouring in a state of disgusting nakedness and brutality while they
have themselves no other garment than a ragged shift or in the absence of that a pair of broken
trousers to cover their persons?

It is not my intention to indulge in any display of fine feelings in direction your attention to their
employment in these dens of darkness but I should be a traitor to my countrymen if I did not by
every means in my power attempt to excite in you and through you, a desire to rescue them from a
state of moral degradation and suffering to which they are doomed and that too to may be affirmed
much against their inclination.

In almost every instance I have found that their introduction has been compelled either by
avarice or improvidence of their parents who as colliers receive better wages than most other
labourers and they will work and are less liable to the fluctuations of prices of what they do.

Susan Pitchforth (No.10) says:-

I would rather set cards or do anything than work in a pit. I have one sister going of 14 and she works
with me.



Fig. 10

The father of these children was a middle aged man who sat smoking his pipe in the cabin
whilst I was taking their examinations.

Margaret Gomley (No.9) says:-

I would rather set cards at 5d. a day than work in a pit.

Patience Kershaw (No.26) says:-

I wear a belt and chain at the workings to get the corves out. The getters are naked, excepting their caps.
They pull off all their clothes. I see them at work when I go up. They sometimes beat me if I am not quick
enough, with their hands. They strike me on my back. The boys take liberties with me sometimes. They
pull me about. I am the only girl in the pit, There are 20 boys and 15 men. All the men are naked. I would
rather work in the mill than the coal pit.

A deplorable object, barely removed from idiocy. Her family receiving £2  19s.  6d. per week.

Ester Craven (No.75.) says:-

I have cried a time afore now from coming into pit but I have got used to it and think nought about being
brayed by the getters a bit.

Mary Barrett (No.72) says:-

I do not like working in the pit but I am obliged to get a living. I work without stockings or shoes or
trousers. I wear nothing but a shift.

Ruth Barrett (No.73), her sister says:-

I come down into the pit workings in lining of old trousers which I take off. I wear an old waistcoat and
shift. I do not like working in the pit. I would not do it if I could help it.

Selina Ambler (No.79) says:-

I wear breeches shirt and nothing else.



But the colliers themselves, almost to a man, condemn the practice of introducing girls.

John Hepworth (No.16) says:-

I do not think it a proper occupation for them. They are not so strong as boys. It “mashes them up.” It is
also very indecent that they should work in pits but parents cannot support them without.

Samuel Well (No.27) says:-

We have no girls in our pit. I should be sorry to see them there because it is unnatural, indecent and
uncalled for. I would under no circumstances have a daughter of my own there.

Mr. John Ambler, (No.60), an individual who has taken an active interest in the welfare of factory
children in Halifax states:-

I have been a resident of Halifax and Ovenden 30 years and have always taken an interest in Sunday
School education. I am therefore capable of forming an opinion as to the comparative difference of the
several classes of young labourers and am fully convinced that the young miners are the most ignorant
and profane of all others. The consequence of girls working in the pits is that they turn out deplorably bad
in after life. I have known some whose characters have been worse than the worst. They make bad wives,
inasmuch as they appear degraded and dejected creatures and bring up their children in a state of
ignorance and depravity in which they lived before them. I know enough of the children employed in
factories to be enabled to say that there is a striking difference between them and miners and that morally
the latter are incomparably worse.

Mr. John Sharp, the steward of Bowling states:-

We have no girls on the establishment. We would not allow of it by any means. It would be wrong to do
so because they would frequently have to mix with the men naked. It is, in fact, not their labour and ought
to be entirely prohibited.

The estimation of the sex has ever been held a test of the civilisation if a people. Shall it the be
said that in the very heart of our own country, from which missions are daily sent to teach God’s
law, and million upon millions have been generously poured forth for the manumission of hosts on
a distant lane, that there shall exist a state of society in which hundreds of young girls are sacrificed
to such shameless indecencies, filthy abominations and cruel slavery as is found to exist in our coal
pits? Chained, belted, harnessed like dogs in a go cart, black, saturated with wet and more than half
naked, crawling upon their hands and knees and dragging heavy loads behind them, they represent
an appearance indescribably disgusting and unnatural.

The practice is also condemned by proprietors and this lead me to the consideration of the
absolute indifference too frequently manifested by that class of persons whose care would be
bestowed upon the improvement of the youthful population rising up about them. In proof of which
it is only necessary to refer you to the evidence of Mr. Emmet and Mr. Rawson, junior, whose
desire we to make known to me that the knew nothing, literally nothing, about them. It was enough
that they aid the “getter” so much per ton or dozen who found the children. As to the time when
children came to work in the morning or left in the evening, whether they stopped to eat a meal or
had any at all, whether they were educated or debased, they professed to be profoundly ignorant
and appeared to attach to themselves neither responsibility or care so long as they enjoyed the
comforts and affluence that their daily toil brought them.

I met occasionally some girls that were the daughters of hand loom weavers, spinner and
combers. Their presence led me to inquire into the circumstances that induced them to follow an
occupation so dissimilar to anything they must have been accustomed to  without having brothers
or fathers to protect them from ill usage. With this view I paid a visit to a number of families in the
neighbourhood of the collieries and elicited from them an account of their several incomes and
expenditures and took an inventory of the goods and chattels of which they were possessed and the
accompanying tables (Appendix A) being a faithful record. Their houses are generally well built of
respectable exterior forming a great contrast to their appearance within. They consist of two rooms,
without back let or garden. The first being used for all purposes and the one above for looms and a
sleeping apartment in which the old and, males and females, were crowded indiscriminately
together with rarely a bed to lie on or blanket to cover them being ample testimony of extreme
want and wretchedness.



By the tables referred to it will appear that the weekly means of ten families taken
indiscriminately from amongst the inhabitants of the villages near the collieries amount to £11  4s.
6d., which divided by 77. The number of individuals included, gives to each 51/

4d. per diem for
rent, clothing and subsistence. Payments for medicines, medical attendance and schooling being
altogether out of the question.

In closing this Report I beg to say that I have endeavoured as far as practicable to follow the
instructions address to the Sub-Commissioners, carefully avoiding remarks upon isolated
statements with the view of creating undue prejudices.

In my progress through the collieries I have made no selection of persons or parties, masters,
men, young persons, and children, each and all have received my best attention. If they therefore
(having ample opportunities) have hesitated in making me the humble instrument of recording their
grievances, the fault is theirs and not mine.

My best thanks are due to Mr. James Holroyd, the certifying surgeon of Halifax (whose
persevering an zealous services in the cause of the factory children deserves high commendation)
for the unremitting attention and assistance both he and his good father rendered to me during my
stay in the town, as also to the several coal proprietors whose works I visited.

I have the honour to be, Gentlemen,

Your most obedient servant,

S.S. SCRIVEN. Sub-Com.
9, Park Place,
Gloucester Gate,
Regent’s Park.

_____________________
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Appendix B     REPORT OF FAMILIES VISITED.

The first family was at Stainland, consisting of a man, his wife and six children.

A Comber.
Earnings Expenditure

£ s. d. £ s. d.
Eldest boy aged 15, weaver 0 6 0 Wheat flour 0 4 101/

2

2nd. boy 13, piecer 0 4 0 Oatmeal 0 3 3
3rd. boy 11, winder 0 1 0 Milk 0 1 2
4th girl 7, nothing 0 0 0 Tea and coffee 0 0 101/

2

5th. girl 5, nothing 0 0 0 Sugar 0 0 8
6th girl, 2, nothing 0 0 0 Beer 0 2 0
Self, comber 0 12 0 Meat 0 1 6
Wife assisting 0 0 0 Candles 0 0 9

Soap 0 0 6
Thread, worsted, salt 0 0 4
Rent 0 1 9
Balance 0 5 4

1 3 0 1 3 0

In this house there were two rooms, the lower used as a sitting room, having one stump
bedstead, a miserable dirty chaff bed for three children, one ragged blanket, two chairs, a small
deal table, a cupboard with four cups and saucers, two stools, a few course jugs and porridge
basins, spoons and an old candlestick.

In the upper room in which the work was carried on, were the utensils of his trade, a stool, two
very broken bedsteads with dirty, ragged chaff beds, two blankets, one good the other bad, two
quilts or cloths, a wooden cradle and an old chest.

The woman stated that her husband expended, every week that he could get it, from 6s. to 8s. at
the beer shops and other places and that I must not be surprised at their wretchedness as but for the
eldest son the family must be in daily want of food. One child could read, none write.

_____________________

Second family was at Elland and consisted of a man, his wife and four children.

A Hand Loom Weaver.
Earnings Expenditure

£ s. d. £ s. d.
1st boy aged 14, weaver 0 4 0 Flour 0 3 2
2nd. boy 10, piecer 0 3 0 Oatmeal 0 3 3
3rd. girl 7, piecer 0 0 0 Sugar 0 0 8
4th boy 3, nothing 0 0 0 Potatoes 0 0 101/

2

Self, weaver 0 10 0 Soap 0 0 6
Wife winder 0 2 0 Coals 0 1 0

Butter 0 1 0
Cheese 0 0 8
Milk 0 1 2
Treacle 0 0 6
Candles 0 0 6
Thread 0 0 1
Worsted 0 5 21/

2

Rent 1 6
0 15 1

Balance 0 3 11
0 19 0 0 19 0

This house consisted of two rooms. In the first stood a deal table, two chairs an as a substitute
for others, two large stones, a piece of iron rod for poker, a deal fender, an old corner cupboard
containing two cups and odd saucers, three basins and parts of others, an old Bible and some odd



Upstairs were two old looms, two older bedsteads, chaff beds, one ragged blanket, an equally
ragged quilt, indeed a most miserable and wretched abode.

The wife states:-

This is all I have in the world. My husband seldom bring home a few shillings and I have known him to
spend all his weekly earnings at the beer shops and we have had nothing nor next to nothing to eat.

____________________

Third family visited at Elland, consisting of a man, his wife and four children.

A Hand Loom Weaver.
Earnings Expenditure

£ s. d. £ s. d.
1st girl aged 14, piecer 0 3 0 Flour 0 3 3
2nd. girl 9, card setter 0 0 6 Beer 0 1 0
3rd. boy 6, card setter 0 0 0 Oatmeal 0 3 2
4th boy 2, nothing 0 0 0 Sugar 0 0 4
5th. girl 5, nothing 0 0 0 Potatoes 0 0 7
Self, weaver 0 10 0 Coffee 0 0 11/

2

Wife winder 0 2 0 Salt 0 0 1
Butter 0 0 6
Soap and candles 0 0 6
Milk 0 0 101/

2

Thread and worsted 0 0 3
Rent 0 0 101/

2

Balance 3 21/
2

0 15 6 0 15 6

This house had two rooms. In the first stood a deal table, one chair, four stools, a second small
table, a corner cupboard, containing four plates, two cups, two saucers, two wooden trenchers, two
pewter spoons, a poker in the grate but no fender. In the chamber stood two old looms, two stump
bedsteads, two flock beds with one dirty blanket and two ragged quilts, a dirty, unwashed abode.
The balance of 3s.  21/

2d. was said to be spent in clothes. Neither of the children could read or write.

____________________

The fourth family was at Stainland and consisted of a man, his wife and six children.

A Comber.
Earnings Expenditure

£ s. d. £ s. d.
1st. girl aged 14, weaver 0 3 6 Fine flour 0 4 101/

2

2nd. boy 11, comber 0 3 0 Coarse flour 0 1 1
3rd. boy 10, comber 0 1 0 Oatmeal 0 3 31/

2

4th girl 7, nothing Meat 0 1 2
5th. girl 5, nothing 0 0 0 Tea and coffee 0 0 71/

2

6th boy, 1, nothing 0 0 0 Sugar 0 0 8
Self, comber 0 0 0 Yeast 0 0 5
Wife assisting 0 10 0 Milk 0 1 51/

2

0 0 0 Rent 0 1 2
Coals 0 1 0
Poatatoes 0 1 2
Threadand worsted 0 0 4
Balance 0 10

0 17 6 0 17 6



This house consisted of two rooms and a small pantry. In the lower room stood one bedstead
with chaff bed, one good blanket, one woollen rag, which was once a blanket, two deal tables, a
painted corner cupboard containing a few cups and saucers, a good painted chest of drawers, four
chairs, (very much broken), fire irons, a wooden fender, a backstone for baking oat cake upon,
clothes line, two flat irons. In the rooms above stood two old looms, two bedsteads (very old), two
dirty chaff beds, one good blanket, two ragged quilts, a box, a stool. Everything very dirty.

Not one of the children can read or write, or attendeds Sunday School, having no clothes to go
in.

_____________________

The fifth family consisted of a man, his wife and six children.

A Spinner.

Earnings Expenditure
£ s. d. £ s. d.

1st. boy aged 15, feeder 0 6 0 Flour 0 9 0
2nd. boy 14, piecer 0 4 0 Meal 0 1 0
3rd. boy 11, piecer 0 2 0 Yeast 0 0 8
4th girl 10, cardsetter 0 0 6 Soap 0 1 0
5th. girl 7, cardsetter 0 0 0 Butter 0 2 0
6th girl, 5, nothing 0 0 0 Candles 0 1 0
Self, comber 0 12 0 Meat 0 4 6
Self, wife assisting 0 18 0 Cheese 0 1 0

Sugar 0 2 0
Potatoes 0 1 6
Tea and coffee 0 0 10
Worsted &c. 0 0 4
Rent 0 1 11

1 10 6 1 10 6

This house consists of two rooms and pantry In the lower room stood two good clean deal
tables, a good cupboard with drawers, a neat painted chest of drawers, shelves with plates, knives
and forks, a large oak chest, eight chairs, window curtains, five pictures framed, poker, tongs, clean
blackleaded grate.

In the room above stood four bedsteads, four good flock beds, a counterpane and two blankets
on each, with bolster, pillow and cases. Everything remarkably clean and wholesome. On the
window I observed two Bibles, Prayer Book, Pilgrim’s Progress and four hymn books. Four out of
the six children could read but none write.

The wife brews small ale once a fortnight if the balance accounts will admit it. All attend a place
of worship on Sunday.

_____________________



Sixth family consists of a man, his wife and six children.

Spinner.
Earnings Expenditure

£ s. d. £ s. d.
1st. girl aged 16, feeder 0 6 0 Flour 0 9 0
2nd. girl 14, piecer 0 4 6 Oatmeal 0 4 0
3rd. girl 11, winder 0 2 0 Yeast 0 0 8
4th boy 9, nothing 0 0 0 Potatoes 0 1 6
5th. boy 7, nothing 0 0 0 Meat 0 2 4
6th girl, 5, nothing 0 0 0 Tea 0 0 6
Self, comber 0 12 0 Sugar 0 1 0
Self, wife assisting 1 0 0 Coffee 0 0 6

Butter 0 0 6
Beer 0 1 11/

2

Soap 0 1 0
Thread, &c. 0 0 4
Coals 0 1 6
Rent 0 2 0
Balance 0 6 61/

2

1 12 6 1 12 6

This is another wretched house of two rooms. The first having a deal table, broken chairs, and
an old bedstead, flock bed and pillow, a rotten blanket and quilt, a few old cups and saucers, and
porridge basins, a corner cupboard minus everything.

In the room above two broken bedsteads, a box, inverted tub, dirty chaff beds and old blankets.
The wife remarked:-

My daughters wish to appear at church as other girls but my husband drinks so much that I can
only now and then get anything from him when in work but now he is so short of work that we are
pined (starved), besides he grudges the girls anything to appear decent in.

____________________

The seventh family visited consisting of a man, his wife and nine children.

Hand Loom Weaver.
Earnings Expenditure

£ s. d. £ s. d.
1st. son aged 26, weaver 0 6 0 Flour 0 3 0
2nd. son 24, out of work 0 0 0 Oatmeal 0 6 101/

2

3rd. son 22, criple 0 0 0 Milk 0 4 6
4th son 14, weaver 0 3 0 Meat 0 2 0
5th. daughter 18, weaver 0 5 0 Soap 0 0 6
6th daughter, 16, weaver 0 5 0 Candles 0 1 0
7th. daughter, 16 weaver 0 5 0 Sugar 0 1 6
8th. daughter, 13 spinner 0 3 6 Tea and coffee 0 0 6
8th. daughter, 7 nothing 0 0 0 Tobacco 0 1 0
Self weaving, wife assisting 0 6 6 Coals 0 1 3

Butter 0 1 0
Malt (average) 0 0 3
Cotton, tape salt
& pepper 0 1 0
Rent 0 2 0
Balance 0 5 11/

2

1 11 6 1 11 6

The wife has been married before. Three of her children were by her first husband. The furniture



The house contained two rooms and a pantry. The first was clean and comfortable, having a
good grate, with oven and backstone, painted press bedstead with flock beds, two blankets, pillow
case and quilt, a chest of drawers, two tables, ten chairs, good mahogany case clock, creal for
drying oat cake (suspended from the ceiling), wooden fender, fire irons, shelves of plates and
dishes, cups and saucers, brass candlesticks, two tea trays, heaters, baskets, picture, window
curtains and plants.

In the pantry were some pans, brushes and crockery ware, altogether a creditable room but that
above, in which the weaving was carried on formed a strong contrast, having three looms, three old
oak stump bedsteads, three chests, one oak chest (used as a child’s bedstead), a chaff bed upon
each, a ragged quilt, blanket and pillow case. Besides all this in a room about 12 feet by 12, there
was a quantity of lumber, dust and dirt.

The balance of account was laid out in clothes for the family. The weaver states that he has hard
work to “addle” his income, that neither he, his wife or children get enough to eat or drink. The
children had just come in from work and were about to partake of their meal of tea and potatoes.

Three of them could read in the Testament, the others could neither read nor write and seldom
went to Sunday School because they had no clothes to go in. They did not always attend Church
from the same reason.

The man I heard was a steady sober character.

_____________________

Eighth family visited contains a man, his wife and six children.

A Comber.
Earnings Expenditure

£ s. d. £ s. d.
1st. girl aged 18, weaver 0 5 0 Meal & flour 0 9 6
2nd. girl 15, weaver 0 5 0 Milk 0 3 0
3rd. girl 14, weaver 0 2 6 Candles 0 1 0
4th son 12, weaver 0 2 0 Soap 0 0 6
5th. girl 18, weaver 0 5 0 Bacon 0 0 4
6th daughter, 6, nothing 0 0 0 Sugar 0 0 8
Self comber, wife assisting 0 10 0 Herbs of pennyroyal

balm, hyssop for tea 0 0 2
Butter 0 0 1
Salt 0 1 0
Coals 0 1 51/

2

Rent 0 1 7
Balance 0 5 21/

2

1 4 6 1 4 6

This house has two rooms and a pantry. In  the first is a good fire grate with oven, a bedstead in
the corner, with chaff bed, cotton sheet, and pillow case and old blanket and quilt, bolster and two
pillows. In the pantry, two or three tubs and a besom. In the room over there were two very old and
patched up bedsteads, chaff beds, a broken chair without seat, three small stools of which they
work, a large old oak chest and wooden cradle.

On each bedstead laid a chaff bed, old blanket and quilt, a pillow worth ragged case and bolster.
In the corner stands a pack of wool uncombed and three tubs of wool combed and finished.

The father was a sickly looking man often ill. He and his wife stated that they had not tasted
beer since Christmas and they that they have not enough to support them or their children. They are
unhappy because in fear of sickness.

They all attend Sunday worship. All their children could read in the Testament. None could
write. They had a Bible and Testament which was given to two of the girls for their good conduct
at school.

____________________



The ninth family visited consisted of a man, his wife and four children.

A Comber.
Earnings Expenditure

£ s. d. £ s. d.
1st boy aged 10, doing nothing 0 0 0 Flour 0 3 0
2nd boy aged 7, doing nothing 0 0 0 Milk 0 1 0
3rd boy aged 5, doing nothing 0 0 0 Meals 0 1 0
4th boy aged 2, doing nothing 0 0 0 Potatoes 0 0 7
5th girl aged 6, nothing 0 0 0 Tea 0 0 2
Self, comber, wife assisting 0 10 0 Sugar 0 0 6

Oil 0 0 5
Soap 0 0 11/

2

Meat 0 1 0
Coals 0 1 0
Rent 0 1 4

0 10 0 Balance 0 10 11/
2

The father, aged 33 years, has been a comber for 15 years before he was a weaver. He is living
in a house containing two rooms and a coal cellar, without garden or out building.

In the chamber stands a dilapidated old bedstead for his four children on it a dirty chaff bed and
bolster, a rag for a blanket, another for a quilt and a piece of sackcloth. There were three casks
containing wool, two stools, the tools of his trade and a quantity of lumber. The walls and floors
were in a state of filthy state of uncleanliness.

In the room below there is a round deal table, a painted chest of drawers, Dutch clock, old
fender and fire irons, a wooden cradle and three broken chairs. Upon three shelves stood a few
crocks and cans, five plates and two or three broken dishes, three basins of coarse earthenware. The
tout ensemble  presented a wretched, forlorn and miserable habitation.

The husband stated that his earnings, together with his wife’s were very uncertain but the
average, he considered, for the year round about 10s. per week for which he worked hard.

Neither himself, wife nor children attended a church or chapel as the had “nowt but the rags they
had on to go in.” None of them could read or write.

_____________________

Tenth family visited that of Stephen Hambler, who is a widower with seven children.

Weaver.
Earnings Expenditure

£ s. d. £ s. d.
1st. girl aged 22, weaver 0 1 6 Rent 0 1 4
2nd. boy 20, weaver 0 6 0 Meal 0 4 0
3rd. girl 18, weaver 0 5 0 Milk 0 4 8
4th girl 15, winder 0 2 0 Tea and coffee 0 0 3
5th. girl 11, winder 0 0 0 Butter 0 1 9
6th boy, 8, nothing 0 0 0 Coals 0 1 3
7th. girl 1 nothing 0 0 0 Potatoes 0 0 7
Self, weaver 0 6 0 Flour 0 6 0

Tobacco 0 0 41/
2

Sugar 0 1 0
Soap and candles 0 1 0

0 2 21/
2

1 0 6

This amount being 1s.  81/
2d. more than income, he fetches up by working over hours, as well as

his children. Not one in the family an read or write.
He states that they have gone to Sunday School at times but not regularly because they have had



The house has two rooms, the chamber, 12 feet by 12 contains two looms, has very old
bedsteads, two winding wheels, two miserable chaff beds, a ragged blanket and quilt to each bed,
room very dirty and unwashed, indeed a distressing spectacle. Two great lads sleep on one, three
girls on the other bed.

The room below contains a loom, an old oak bedstead, an old deal table, two broken chairs, no
fender, fire irons, on old oak chest, old bedstead on which father and three children sleep, chaff bed
and bolster, dirty old blanket an quilt, nothing on the shelves save three or four odd cups, and
coarse earthen basins for porridge, pewter spoons with half handles, which comprise the whole
contents of the wretched, dirty, miserable dwelling for eight persons.

States “that he never, either for himself or children can get enough to eat and drink.” The work
is very irregular.

_____________________

APPENDIX C



APPENDIX D.

EXPLANATION of TERMS generally is use among Colliers of the WEST RIDING and
found in the foregoing Descriptions.

Addle, to earn.
Agate, to be employed.
Bank, the mound created by soil brought up. The pit’s mouth.
Banksman, the superintendent at the pit’s mouth.
Bailiff, the superintendent under ground.
Better bed or black bed, particular seams of coal.
Belt, a broad leather strap buckled round the waist with chain attached.
Board face, the side wall’s of excavations.
Black damp, carbonic gas.
Bull stakes, the four posts at the floor of the shafts to which the conductors are fixed.
By gate, the passages from the mainways to the headings.
Cabin, the hut at the pit’s mouth.
Clatch harness or clatch iron, the cross bar of iron attached to the fall of the rope with chains and hook at
each end to suspend the corve by.
Chokedamp, syn. blackdamp, carbonic gas.
Conductors, four iron rods extending from the frame work above the bull stakes at the bottom of the pit’s
shaft,



Davy, the lamp of that name.
Day hole, the horizontal entrance to a coal mine.
Delver, a miner or quarrier.
Distraction or distortion, the deviation of a seam from its natural level.
Drink, applied to the meals of breakfast or tea.
Endings, the extreme boundaries of a mine.
Eye, the opening out of the mainway to the foot of the shaft.
fettle, to put in order, clean and prepare.
Firedamp, carburetted hydrogen gas.
Firepan or furnace, the fire at the foot of the shaft for the ventilation of the mines.
Gates, passages through the mines.
Gole, syn. distraction.
Getter, one who works out the coal.
Gin, the machinery worked by a horse above ground.
Gin driver, the child who drives the horse.
Heading, the place of work, the excavations at the extremities of the by gates.
Hurriers, children that draw corves with the belt and chain upon their hands and feet, from the headings
to the main gate.
Leet, as it happens.
Lake, to be idling, to be passing away time.
Mainway, the main passage or gate.
Mashed up, disabled, worn out.
Measures, strata of different kinds.
Muck, mud or filth that accumulates in the mainway.
Nicks, the notched sticks by which the reckoning is kept.
Now’t, nothing.
Pigeon hole, the place of deposit in the cabin for nicks.
Pulley, the cast iron wheels over which the rope runs.
Play, to absent from work from whatever cause.
Riddle, to sift coals.
Roller, a machine fixed above ground from bringing up coals.
Scale or shale, flakes of hard clay.
Shackles, the wrists.
Sulphur, syn. wildfire or firedamp.
Shaft, the perpendicular entrance to a mine.
Traps, the doors in the gates to divert the currents of air in their passage through the mine.
Trap stage, the stage of the pit’s mouth to rest the corves upon.
Tail end, syn. day hole.
Turnwheel, syn. roller.
Turl, syn. roller.
Tunnel, syn. day hole.
Thrusters, children who push the corves with their hands and heads from the headings to the shaft,
Trub packers and trub picklers, children or young persons that pick pout bad coals from the good, and
separate ironstone from the shale.
Tenter, the engineer.
Upcast, the furnace shaft or shaft for the ascending air.
Downcast, the working shaft or shaft fro the descending air, for the purpose of ventilating the mines.

______________________

APPENDIX E

No.1.

Sir Halifax, July, 17, 1841.
In answer to your request, I have great pleasure in giving you such information as in my power,

respecting the condition of those children who are working in numbers and come under the inquiry of the
Children’s Employment Commission.

Having practised at Halifax as surgeon for the last 10 years, and held the appointment of certifying
surgeon to the mills in this district since the commencement of the Factories Regulation Act, and having
been also daily in the habit of visiting the mills in that capacity, I think I am able to speak with some
confidence on the moral and physical condition of children and young persons so employed, as compared
with those following other trades or occupations



There are three great classes of children and young persons who work together in numbers in this
neighbourhood, viz:-

1st. - Those employed in mills and factories subject to the Factories Regulation Act.
2nd. - Those employed in card setting and
3rd. - Those employed in coal mines.
By far the greater number are employed in mills and factories and are between 9 and 18 years of age.
These are all under the protection for the Factory Act.
This class of work people have derived great benefit and improvement both in a moral and physical

point of view from the provisions of the Act. They now enjoy a better state of health, and are more
cleanly in their habits, are better clothed and have a decided advantage in education over other children
not subject or any restriction.

I send you with this letter the returns from some of the factory schools, by which you will be able to
compare their present state with that of children otherwise employed.

It is certainly be regretted that the Inspector of Factories has not sufficient control over the
appointment of teacher for factory schools. May of them are yet very inefficient, so much so that I have
known teachers employed to educate some of the factory children who could not sign their own names.

Much fear was entertained by the parents of factory children when the Act first came into operation,
lest their means of subsistence would be considerably reduced when the hours of labour were limited but
although their time of working is regulated and curtailed, their wages have increased since the Act came
into force and I believe, from statements that have been made to me by competent judges and confirmed
in some cases from my own personal observation, that their attendance upon the places of worship and at
Sunday Schools is now more regular than any other class of work people.

The factory children are subject to many accidents on account of the dangerous state of the machinery
for want of proper boxing off, and many lives are lost yearly by the neglect of this precaution and want of
care of the part of the children.

The next class who work together in numbers are called card setters. These vary between 5 and 15
years of age at which last named period they generally leave that employment to obtain work in the
factories.

Their condition I consider to be bad, their occupations is extremely sedentary and they are often
congregated together in small rooms which are filthy and ill ventilated. They are for the most part puny,
of lax fibre and from the position in which they are obliged to sit (viz. a continued stooping one), spinal
affections are not uncommon. Diseases of the organs of vision are also very frequent amongst the, I am of
the opinion these are produced by the nature of their employment.

Amongst these persons the hours of labour are very irregular, varying from 6 to 15 hours a day.
These children (with the exception of their hands which they are obliged to keep clean, or they would

be unfit for this employment) are very uncleanly in their persons, their apparel indifferent and their
earnings scanty. Their poverty is such that I have known many instances where children had to depend for
their food from what they could beg from other children’s scanty meals during the day. Their education is
almost totally neglected and their attendance upon places of worship very irregular.

They are not subject, from the nature of their employment to any accidents.
The children and young persons employed in the coal mines are a numerous class in this

neighbourhood, amounting to several hundreds.
Their hours of work are very irregular, principally owing to the getters (their masters) spending the

commencement of the week in idleness and drinking, and making up time so lost by increasing
considerably the hours of work during the latter part of the week.

These young persons and children are employed in the pits as hurriers or drawers of small carriages,
conveying the coals from the place where it was got to the mouth of the pit. They vary between 6 and 16
or 18 years of age, adults or those above 18 are employed only as getters.

In a physical point of view, the children and young persons are for the most part strong, robust and
healthy. Deformity is seldom found among them, except for accidents.

The want of proper intercourse with society (caused by their employment being under ground)
produces often a state of imbecility which in some cases which have come under my notice had
approached almost idiotism.

It is, however, in their moral condition that these persons suffer the most. The evils that exist in that
respect arise much from the sexes indiscriminately working together, many of the adult males being in a
perfect state of nudity and the females nearly approaching to it.

The children and young persons employed in the coal mines are peculiarly exposed to a bad example
set them by their parents and employers (the colliers) who spend their Sundays in rioting and
drunkenness. These rarely or ever attend a place of worship and the parents seldom allow their children to
attend Sunday Schools.

The colliers are subject to may accidents from the dangerous state of the pits, the gearing connected
with them and from fire and blackdamp. From the latter many lives are yearly sacrificed.

Before concluding these remarks I beg to draw your attention to a subject which I consider to be of
some importance, both to the operatives of all ages and also to the employers. In relating what has passed
within my knowledge, it must be understood as referring more particularly to children and young persons
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I allude to the great irregularity of attendance of these classes upon their work, and the desire
frequently to change their place of work. I have known children to be in the habit on leaving one
employer for another two or three times during the month, by this practice acquiring wandering and
unsettled habits, not only to the prejudice of themselves but also to the great inconvenience and loss to
their employers. Instances have occurred of 20 or 30 children having at one time left their employment
without giving the least notice and without sufficient reason. By doing so the machinery has
unexpected;ly been left standing, to the great loss of the factory master.

When I first visited the factories as certifying surgeon, this evil was so great that the factory masters
could not calculate at the termination of one week upon the number of frames that were to run during the
ensuing week. On strictly inquiring into the reason for these frequent changes at the factories, I found
they proceed more or less from some of the following causes.

Parents having borrowed money of the masters in advance, removed their children to another mill to
avoid paying the sum which they had previously agreed to, by instalments, out of the wages of their
children.

Parents removed their children to another mill to get them employed for a greater number of hours, or
what is termed placed to full time or 12 hours a day, whereas by law they would only have been allowed
to work short time, or none hours a day, thus earning a few pence more wages. It must be observed that
this expedient only answered in consequence of a false statement as to the real age of the child. and which
falsehood would most probably be detected at the next visit of the certifying surgeon to the mill to which
the children had removed. This, according to circumstances or situation, might extend to two or three
weeks, though ordinarily it only secured a week’s increased wages.

Children are being enticed away from one master by another, often by the overlookers.
Children, from caprice or love of change, or from trifling disputes with the overlookers, or other

similar cause would frequently leave their employment unknown altogether to their parents and such was
the vagrant propensities of these young persons and children at one time, that parents themselves
sometimes did not actually know at what mill their children worked, I am sorry to add that such was the
indifference of their patents that, provided they obtained the weekly wages of their offsprings, they often
made no further inquiry into the matter.

In September, 1836, the complaints made to me on the magnitude of this evil, and my own conviction
of the great importance of providing a remedy, inducing me to turn my attention seriously to the task and
I proposed to the mill owners of my district to enter into their mutual agreement among themselves and
with their workpeople by which the employer and the child or young person employed were reciprocally
to give and to receive a fortnight’s notice before the child or young person could leave its work or could
be discharged, except in cases of wilfully gross misconduct. The agreement was eventually signed by
every mill owner in my district and has ever since been in operation. it is enforced under the conditions
which prescribe that no mill occupier will receive any child or young person into his manufactory without
a pass note from his or her last employer. Such note stating that the persons named had given a fortnight’s
notice, also showing the date of the surgeon’s certificate in virtue of which it had been employed, and the
age of the child or young person, as represented by that certificate.

Another condition prescribed that any child or young person giving a fortnight’s notice of intention to
leave, should be entitled to such above mentioned note. Printed notices of these conditions were hung up
in every room in each mill, and as certifying surgeon, I was authorised to refuse granting a certificate for
any child or young person who did not produce such pass note to me when required, provided he or she
had been employed previously within the district.

FORM of PASS NOTE, requires to be given to all young persons under 18 years of age, previous to
leaving the mill, and to be produced to the Inspecting Surgeon on obtaining employment in any

other factory:-

A true copy of number, name, age and date of surgeon’s certificate granted at M
______________________________________ Mill.
Young Persons name, _________________________________________________
Place of Residence, ___________________________________________________
Age, _______________________________________________________________
Number and date of surgeon’s certificate, __________________________________

I certify that the above persons has given the notice required pervious to quitting. As witness my hand
Dated this _______________ day of ________________________ 184
Signature of manager. _______________________________________

The benefits anticipated from this mutual agreement have been amply realised.

The certificate, by the date it bears, shows the length of time the child or young person has worked at
its former place so that it gives the child or young person a character as to stability or otherwise.



and factory master whether the child or young person has been certified for short and full time at the mill
it previously worked at and thus secures its being employed the proper number of hours.

This regulation or plan for correcting the evils before alluded to has been sanctioned by the Inspector
of Factories for this district. It is highly approved by the parents of the children and young persons. The
number of changes in the mills have been diminished as least one third and the scheme of works so well
that it now requires little or no interference on my own part. The children and young persons invariably
give a fortnight’s notice and always produce their pass notes when they come before me for a certificate
to enable them to obtain work at any other mill.

I am informed by Mr. R.J. Saunders, the inspector of factories for this district, that he has adopted this
plan at Bradford and among the flax mill owners at Leeds in both of which places it answers extremely
well an gives universal satisfaction to all parties.

The importance of this subject and the success of the attempt, will, I hope, justify me in entering it so
fully. Should the result of your present labours obtain from other children and young persons the
protection afforded now to factory children, I trust the principle of the pass note will be enforced in all
cases where it can be applied.

I shall at all times be happy to give you any other information in my power, and

Remain, &c.,
JAMES HOLROYDE.

To S.S. Scriven, Esq.

No.II. - EXTRACT from a report BY R.J. SAUNDERS, Esq., dated January 1st., 1841.

PROPOSITIONS signed by MILL OWNERS at HALIFAX.

Propositions respecting the System now in operation for issue of the Certificates of Age in Halifax
and adjoining Townships.

1st. - The system of limiting the issue of certificates to one surgeon has secured, as nearly as possible, an
equal and uniform administration of this part of the law, which in all probability would not have been as
practicable if two or more surgeons had been opposed to each other.
2nd. - The system adopted of not taking any child or young person into out employment from another mill
without a pass note declaring that its agreement with its previous employer was fulfilled and stating
whether it had been employed short or full time, has very much facilitated changes which are always alike
injurious to master and child.
3rd. - The very few instances in which a mill occupier has had reason to suppose that a child has been
removed from one mill to another within the district for the purpose of increasing its labour, contrary to
the provisions of the law, is to be attributed chiefly to this pass note system, and to the periodical personal
visits of the surgeon to various mills, by which he has been enabled effectually to enforce the pass not
system and to check attempted frauds.

Propositions respecting an Improvement of the above System.

4th. - It has been stated that under the existing law the charge for an authenticated proof of birth or
baptism is 2s.  6d., independent of some additional expense in doubtful cases of the search of any
supposed entry, varying in amount from 1s. to 5s. for a single years. Under these circumstances and
judging from our own experience, we are of the opinion that the obligation of every child and young
person to produce such a certificate would be much more troublesome and burdensome to the party that
must eventually bear the expense than the present system generally adopted in this district.
5th. - That under the amended Act, in addition to the regulation as to the issue of a medical certificates of
age, a provision should be made that in all cases when the declaration of a parent is at variance with the
opinion of the surgeon or the officers employed to enforce the law, every facility should be afforded for
obtaining an authenticated copy of the register of birth or baptism at the least possible expense (not
exceeding 1s.) on producing a certificate from the inspector or superintendent, that it is required only for
the purpose of regulating the labour of such child or young person.
6th. - That whatever may be the regulations hereafter adopted by Parliament on this subject, it is the
greatest importance they should be equally obligatory on every person following the same occupation and
frequenting the same markets.



Ackroyk, James and Son.
Ackroyd and Bancroft.
Ambler, Henry.
Appleyard, William and Sons.
Aspinall, Job and Sons.
Ashworth, John.
Baldwin, J and W.
Baldwin and Walker.
Bairstow, John and Son.
Berry, John.
Bould, Peter.
Bottomley, Thomas.
Bray, John and Co.
Butterfield, Jonathan.
Crossley, John and Sons.
Crossley and Nicholson.
Dawson, C.H. and Co.
Dennison, J, and Son.
Dewhurst, Isaac.
Dewhurst, W and J, and Co.

Dobson, Joseph.
Edmondson, J. and Son.
Foster, John.
Gregory, T. and Brothers.
Haigh, Brothers.
Hall and Clarkson.
Hatton, William and Co.
Hirst, John.
Holdsworth, George.
Holdsworth, John and Co.
Holmes, John and Son.
Holmes and Aitkinson.
Higginbottom, James.
Islea, John.
Isles, Michael.
Jackson, Thomas.
Lister and Morris.
Lumb, Matthew.
Morley, M and J.
Nichols, John and Son.

Parker and Morley.
Ratcliff, James.
Rawson, W. and H.
Raynor an d Grubb.
Rodehaugh and Farrar.
Spencer, Alexander and Co.
Sunderland, Betty.
Sutcliff and Brothers.
Taylor, Messrs.
Taylor, Thomas.
Taylor and Robertshaw.
Turner, James.
Wainham, William.
Watts, Wrigley and Son.
Waterhouse, Samuel and
John.
Whitworth, Robert and Co.
Wild, James.
Wood, James.

It is to be understood that each assent to any one or more of the foregoing propositions was made
under the following limitations:-
The assent is only to the general scope and spirit of each proposition.
The assent is not to be considered as implying that the surgeon has always formed a correct opinion as to
age but that, whether correct or not, his principle has been as uniform as circumstances would admit.
No assent is intended to imply any approval to the present ages of each class of persons, but only as to the
mode by which (whatever ages the legislature may decided upon) the proof of those ages have been
hitherto issued.
No assent is intended to imply any approval of the present school closures which are generally considered
as requiring some modification.

______________________



EVIDENCE COLLECTED BY SAMUEL S. SCRIVEN, ESQ.
______________________

COLLIERIES IN AND NEAR HALIFAX AND BRADFORD.

______________________

BINS BOTTOM COLLIERY, Messrs. Holt and Heblethwaits.

No.1. John Ambler, aged 35, May 1st., 1841.
I work in this pit and have done so since I was 7 or 8 years of age. My father was a collier

before me. The length of our mainways is 700 or 800 yards. The height is eight feet. At the far end
it is not more than a yard and as low at the workings as twenty seven inches. We have five men
working as colliers and ten boys as hurriers and drawsters. The youngest is already eight years old.
Now and then we take then as young as seven if a man has one of his own. I have a girl hurrying at
Holling Haye in Stainland, thirteen years of age. She began at seven. Stainland is two miles off. I
live in Elland. She goes to the pit every morning and come home every night. She never went to a
day school but goes to Sunday School. I have one son a hurrier, ten years old. I can earn in full
work, 4s.  6d. a day. Out of that I have to pay my boy and find candles, three pounds a week at
61/

2d., which together with they boy’s 6s.  6d. a week of 7s. 01/
2d. out of 27s. I do not do more upon

the average than four and half days work a week throughout the year. I pay the boy whether I work
or not. We commence work about seven in the morning and leave off at six at night, sometimes
after if the lads are not forward. We cannot do without the lads because we would not get the
corves then. Our corves, when loaded weight about 15 or 16 stone. They run upon metals. I cannot
read or write. I have 11 children, three are my wife’s afore I married her, by two or three other
men. They live with me and work in the spinning mills.

No.2. James Mitchell, aged 12. May 1st.
I hurry corves for Jim Witley and I have hurried for five years well nigh and thurst about six

months afore that. I went to school afore seven, at free school. I go to Sunday School now but
cannot read. They learn me to read the Testament there. I cannot write. I hurry singly with a belt,
without shoes and stockings or breeches. I have nothing on but a shirt, waistcoat and cap. I come
here to work at half past five or six and leave when I have done at six, sometimes seven. That
depends upon whether I have been quick or not. I have to get put sixteen corves the whole distance
from the workings. I get breakfast afore I come to work and bring a bit of muffin with me and eat it
as I’m going along. That is all I get till I get home, then I get potatoes and at other times porridge
or pudding and then go to bed. When I get home soon I get out o’ play. There are five of us, four
work in the pit. Two of us get 9s. a week, the other’s getting is uncertain. Father is a spinner at
Elland and mother lives at home and cleans house. Driving corves against the hill is hard work and
I am very tired when I get home. “Tis enough to tire a horse and stopping so much makes it bad, I
have hurt my feet often and sometimes the coal cuts them and they run matter and the corves run
o’er them a when I stand “agate.” I an’y not always aware o’ their coming.

No.3. Joseph Fletcher, aged 9. May 1st.
I have been in the pit here a week. I worked at Mr. Lister’s three months. My father’s name is

Joe Fletcher and he is a weaver and works for Mr. Holland. I went to day school at School Lane
about four weeks. I go to Sunday School now. I cannot read except in the spelling book. I cannot
write. I go to work about 6 o’clock and go home at 4 or 5. I always get my porridge before I go.
My porridge is made of oatmeal and water. I come home to dinner and get taters, sometimes meat.
I hurry for Thomas Mokin and he pays me by the week. He has ne’er paid me yet but he will by
and bye. I worked for John Greenit in Mr. Lister’s Pit. He used to pay me nothing, a’ cause I lived
with him. He behaved very well to me. I work without stockings or shoes or trousers, only in shirt
and waistcoat.



Mr. JAMES WILCOX’S COLLIERY, Parkbottom.

No.4. Eli Mitchell. May 1st.
I don’t know how old I am. They call me Nell. It is the name I was christened. I was called after

my father. His name was Ali [Eli]. I began to work between 5 and 6 thrusting coals and then
hurried, then was agate a bit, not long. I now get coals a bit and hurry too. I hurry for my father. I
never went to day school and I don’t go to Sunday School. I can read A B C but can’t write. I have
got three sisters and five brothers. My brothers all hurry and thrust and get. One of my sisters is a
servant, the other two live at home. None one of them cam read and write. I go to work with my
brothers at six o’clock and get home at 7 or 8. I get my meals in the pit but don’t stop to eat them. I
get a muffin to eat how I can and when I go home get potatoes and then go to bed.

[I took the above evidence of Nell Mitchell whose appearance was that of a lad of 14 at the public house
close by. Whilst doing so his father came into the room quite drunk. I found that out of eight children
which he had, five of them worked in the pit. Their united earnings amounts to:-

£ s. d.
Father, a one son, his hurrier 1 0 0
One son, a getter 0 10 0
Another ditto 0 13 0
Another hurrier 0 6 0
Another 0 2 0

2 11 0

Out of this he had to deduct the price of 6lbs. of candles at 61/
2d., 3s.  3d. leaving £2  7s.  9d. having upon

the average five days a week regular work and yet not one of the family could read or write.]

______________________

Messrs. PITCHFORTH & Co.’s HOLLAND HAYE COLLIERY, West Elland.

No.5. Mr. Pitchforth, principle, May 1st.
I am one of the principles of the colliery. We have three working pits and have only one shaft to

each but the mainways lead into eachother by which means the workings are ventilated. Our
mainways are three feet, the seams eighteen inches. We have one twenty six inches. I cannot judge
the length of tthem nearer than three or four hundred yards, the coals obtained are chiefly engine
coals. We have at a guess about 14 hands in these pits and about 15 hurriers. These are hired by the
men who land at the pit bank at per score corves. They, the hurriers, come to work at about eight
o’clock in the morning and leave about three in the afternoon. I cannot speak to their education.
Many of them attend Sunday Schools but I don’t know much about them. The men look after their
own lads. None of them are at work now as they generally leave early on Saturdays.

(Signed) ALEX. PITCHFORTH.

______________________

Messrs. WILLSON, HOLMES and STOCKS, Quarry House Pit.

No.6. William Jagger, aged 11. May 6th.
I am a hurrier and work for my father, Benjamin Jagger. I have been in here four years and

upwards. I come to work at seven o’clock and go home at four, five or six. I get breakfast before I
come down. I get my dinner here about 1 o’clock. I don’t know how long I am taking it, I get it as I
can and go to work directly after. I get current cake and buttered cake sometimes, never any meat. I
get about of meat for supper when I go up. I went to day school often. I come to work about half a
year. I go to Sunday School now at Church. I cannot read or write. I have got to hurry a corve 400
yards I don’t know what weight it is [21/ cwt ] It run on rails and I push the corves Some of the



accident. The men serve me out sometimes, they wallop me. I don’t know what for, except ‘tis
when I don’t hurry fast enough. I like my work very well. I would rather hurry than set cards.

[The main gate of this pit is 3 feet 6 inches high and 400 yards in length, seams 17 inches thick, gear in
good order, shaft not walled. At the moment of stepping out of the corve at the pit bottom, a stone
weighing from five to seven pounds fell in the water close to my feet from the unlined shaft near the top
or from the pit bank, a circumstance at once illustrative of the importance of protecting persons in their
descent by walling up the sides of the shaft and thereby preventing loose measures from falling.]

____________________

Messrs. ABRAHAM and CHARLES DITCHFORTH and CLAY,
(50 yards deep.)

No.7. William Dyson, aged 14. May 7th.
I am a hurrier for Thomas Ditchforth. I have been employed ever once I was six years old. I

began at the gin pit at Amley’s. I come to work at seven o’clock and sometimes leave at four, five
or six in the evening in summer and in the winter at near seven. I live half a mile from the pit. I get
my breakfast before I go to the pit and take my dinner with me which is a dry muffin. I have not
time to get my dinner in the pit but eat it on the way home. I have nothing to drink but when I get
home sometimes get potatoes and meat. Our workings from the shaft are 500 yards and I have to
hurry the corves full that distance and take them back empty. I dare say they are about 11 and 12
stone weight. I am paid by the week and not by the weight but have to hurry so many corves a day.
I cannot say how many, depending upon orders for coal. We have but one girl working with us by
name Ann Ambler, who goes down with us upon the clatch harness. She wears her breeches when
she goes down and while at work and comes up the pit cross lapped with us in the clatch harness.
When she is down she hurries with us in the same way as we do, without her shoes or stockings. I
have seen her thrashed many times when she does not please them. They rap her in the face and
knock her down. I repeat I have seen this many times. She does not like her work, she does not like
that, I have seen her cry many times. The men swear at her often and she says she will be killed
before she leaves the pit. I have never seen the boys being rude to her. If they did George Armitage
would thrash them. I have heard of girls being ill treated at Jagger Green Pit which is not now in
work. She gets 6s. a week and she hurries by herself and has to hurry the same distance and the
same weight as I have, There is not a bit of difference between any of us.

[I visited the pit in company with Mr. Brook, surgeon, and Mr. Holroyd and saw the girl above alluded to
ascend the pit in the manner described, viz. across the lap of a boy. She appeared about 15 years of age
and could read and write and and had an intelligent countenance and was extremely tender and delicate. I
was perfectly shocked at the style of her dress. She was without stockings or shoes, her legs and thighs,
which were exposed, being black and filthy. (See the evidence of her father No.1).]

No.8. John Dyson, aged 9. May 7th.
I am a hurrier for Thomas Armitage and have been employed ever since I was seven years of

age. I began to work at Blackley End for Abraham and Charles Ditchforth. I set off before seven
o’clock and got there about seven. I sometimes leave this pit at four, five or six in the evening in
winter, in summer we leave about one or two, sometimes three. I get my breakfast at the same time
as my brother. I get but 2s. a week and have porridge for breakfast but I do not get anything from
the time I leave home until the time I get home at night. We go to Sunday School and can read an
easy book.

____________________



Messrs. WATERHOUSE, Lindley, near Huddersfield,
(390 feet deep).

No.9. Margaret Gomley, living at Lindley Moor, aged 9. May 7th.
They call me Peggy for my nick-name down here but my right name is Margaret. I am about

nine years old or going on nine. I have been at work in the pit thrusting corves for about a year. I
come in the morning sometimes at seven o’clock, sometimes half past and I go sometimes home at
six o’clock, sometimes seven when I do over work. I get my breakfast of porridge before I come
and bring a piece of muffin which I eat on coming to the pit. I get my dinner at 12 o’clock which is
the dry muffin and sometimes butter on it but have no time allowed to stop and eat it. I eat while I
can thrusting the load. I get no tea but get some supper when I get home and then go to bed when I
have washed me and am very tired. I worked in the pit last winter and I don’t know at what hour I
went down as we have no clock but it was daylight. It was six o’clock when we came up but not
always. They flog us down in the pit. Sometimes with their hand upon my bottom which hurts me
very much. Thomas Copeland flogs me more than once a day which makes me cry. There are two
other girls working with me and there was four but one left because she had the belly-ache. I am
poorly myself sometimes with belly-ache and sometimes a headache. I had rather lake than go into
the pit. I get 5d. a day but I had rather set cards for 5d a day than go in the pit. The men often swear
at me. Many times the say Damn thee and other times God damn thee (and such like) Peggy.

[I descended this pit accompanied by one of the banksmen and on alighting at the bottom found the
entrance to the mainway 2 feet 10 inches and which extended 50 yards. The bottom was deep in mire and
as I saw no corves low enough to convey me to the workings, waited some time under the dripping shaft
the arrival of the hurriers as I had reason to suspect there were some very young children labouring there.
At length three girls arrived with as many boys. It was impossible in the dark to distinguish the sexes.
They were all naked excepting their shifts and shirts. Having placed one into the corve. I gave the signal
and ascended. On alighting on the pits bank I discovered that it was a girl. I could not have believed that I
should have found human nature so degraded. There is nothing that I can conceive amidst all the misery
and wretchedness in the worst of factories equal to this. Mr. Holroyd, solicitor, and Mr. Brook, surgeon,
practising in Stainland were present who confessed that, although living within a few miles, they could
not have believed that such a system of unchristian cruelty could have existed.

WILLIAM BROOK, Surgeon,
JOHN HOLROYD, Solicitor.]

No.10. Susan Pitchforth, living at Elland, aged 11. May 7th.
I have been working in this pit for two years. I have been at Sunday School at Elland but never

went to a day school and can read only in my A B C. I come to work at eight or before but I set off
from home at seven. I live about a mile and a half from the pit. I walk a mile and a half to work and
a mile and half from my work both in winter and summer. I get porridge for breakfast before I
come and bring my dinner with me, a muffin. When I have done about 12 loads. I eat it while at
work. I run 24 corves a day. I can’t come up till I have done them all. If I want to relieve myself I
go to any part of the pit. Sometimes the boys see when they go by. My father slaps me sometimes
upon the head or upon the back, so as to make me cry. I had rather set cards or anything else than
work in the pit. I have one sister going of 14 and she works with me in the pit. I am a thruster. I
never wore a belt. I got this cut upon my nose in the pit by falling on the shale. My feet are not
very sound from having trod upon the coals and stones. They have been crushed. When I go home
I get some tea and am very tired. There is plenty of blackdamp in the pit and on Monday the men
could not get in from the hurriers leaving a  trap door open

[A very ignorant child. She stood shivering before me from cold. The rag that hung about her waist was
once called a shift which is as black as the coal she thrusts and saturated with water, the drippings of the
roof and shaft. During my examination of her, the banksman whom I left in the pit came to the public
house and wanted to take her away because as he expressed himself it was not decent that she should be
(her person) exposed to us. Oh, no! it was criminal above ground and like the two or three other colliers in
the cabin, he became evidently mortified that these deeds of darkness should be brought to light.]

_______________________



Mr.WHITLEY’S COLLIERY.

A small turn wheel pit, having but one man and two boys at work.

________________________

Messrs. JEREMIAH RAWSON’S COLLIERY, SWAN BANK and BANK
BOTTOM.

No.11. Edward Jones, aged 9. May 10th.
I don’t know how old I am and I can’t tell you how long I have been here to work, not so long. I

worked at Listerwick Colliery afore I came here. I never went to day school but I have been to
Sunday School at the Chapel school in Halifax. I can read but I cannot write. I come to the pit at
six o’clock in the morning and go home sometimes at seven and six and five in the evening but it’s
all that happens, if I gets my work done early or late. I gets my breakfast afore I come, porridge
and bread and treacle. I generally bring my dinner with me and sometimes take an hour to eat it,
sometimes half an hour, ‘tis according. I drive galloways in and out of the hole. [Tunnel 800 yards
to shaft.]

No.12. Edward Butterworth, aged 13. May 10th.
I hurry corves for Joseph Jeek and have been employed three years in the pit. I thrust mostly but

sometimes pull. I wear a belt round my waist and the corves are 14 stones. I hurry singly about 300
yards. I hurry from 16 to 22 corves a day before I go home. I come at six o’clock or half past and
leave at four, sometimes after. I get my breakfast before I come and bring my dinner [a cake] with
me, which I eat in the pit. I eat it always when I am hurrying. I do not take any time for it because I
have to follow up the galloways. I go home to tea and get potatoes and meat. I sometimes, with
three others, come at ten o’clock at night and work up to six in the morning, then go home to bed
and get up again at noon. I then go laking [playing] with others and shall go to work at two o’clock
in the afternoon and stay until ten at night. I went to day school at Oldham and I go to Sunday
School now. I cannot read or write. I work with all my clothes off except my vest. My feet are
pretty sound now but I hurt them treading ‘top of the coals which run into them and makes them
sore. I never met with any accident in the pit. I have never been any sulphur here but have at Bank
Bottom. I have never been burnt.

No.13. William Whittaker, aged 16. May 10th.
I hurry corves from Frank Holden. I have worked for Rawson eight years, hurrying corves here

at the time. I never went to day school but I go to Sunday School. I cannot read or write. I come to
work at six o’clock in the evening and leave at four, five and six that’s according to the
forwardness of my work. I get my breakfast before I come, tea and cake and bring my dinner, cake
and butter, with me. There is no stated times at which we get our dinners. The galloways get their
feed and then the colliers make me get put the coals in readiness for the galloways when they come
back. I eat my cake when I am thrusting. The bare patch upon my head is caused by thrusting [all
the hair is worn off]. The height of the corves is more than two feet. They are made of sheet iron.
The height of our ways is a yard and four inches, some places are not more than a yard. I hurry
naked, except my waistcoat. My feet aren’t so very tender, but sometimes pieces of scale run into
them. They do not oft bleed but sometimes run matter. We have no girls working with us. My
master behaves very well to me. Some of them behave badly to other lads, they pales them [thrash]
with their fists, that is if they are long in hurrying. I am always very tired when I go home. I would
rather work eight hours a day than twelve. I think all the rest of the boys would.

_____________________



Mr. STOCK’S WINDY BANK PIT.

No.14. Joseph Barker, aged 43. May 11th.
I, Joseph Barker, have been a collier 37 years and I have worked in this pit 35 years. I cannot

read or write. I have a wife and two children, one of them of two an twenty years old. He is
“mashed up” [asthmatical]. He has been as good a worker as ever worked in a skin. He had “king
cough” when he was a little one [whooping cough]. The other, a girl, goes to a worsted mill. I have
three apprentices, two hurriers and one getter. I draw what they earn every fortnight and for that I
keep them in meat and drink and clothing. They are bound until they are 21. I cannot tell what we
average weekly because we neglect our work, though there is always work to do. They go to wok
at six in the morning but sometimes before but do not work. It is uncertain what time they leave at
night. It is according to the work during the day. They cannot read or write. My own children can
read a little and they all attend Sunday School. As a working man, I think that nine hours work in a
day is sufficient for children hurrying corves and for the “getters” to. If they were prevented from
working more than nine hours a day I could not get my living with their present wages. I have no
girls as hurriers but there are three in the pit. The age of the youngest hurrier is 13. They all get
milk and porridge for breakfast and they sometimes get one thing, sometimes another for dinner,
they get wheat cake and sometimes bacon and sometimes butter. The hurriers get their dinner at the
tail end of the pit. There is no time allowed for their dinners, they eat as they can. They sometimes
have water, sometimes milk to drink and they have nothing else till they go home at night. They
hurry the corves singly and doubly. The weight of the corves is about two hundred weight and it is
about 800 yards from the pit mouth to the workings. They hurry about 17 corves a day. As an
honest man I think it is too much but they are bound to it.

No.15. Sally Fletcher, aged 8. May 11th.
I have worked here short of three years. I cannot read or write. I never went to any school day of

Sunday. I go to work between six and seven o’clock in the morning. I thrust corves with Josh
Atkinson who is 10 years of age. I sometimes go home at three o’clock. Sometimes six. I don’t go
home to dinner. I get it at the pit mouth. I always have trousers and jacket on and also my clogs. I
am not very tired when I go home at night. We sometimes hurry 20 corves and have 400 yards to
hurry them.

[This infant child was extremely illiterate and reluctant to give evidence.]

No.16. John Hepworth, aged 32. May 11th.
I have been a collier 23 years [a hurrier and getter]. As a getter I work nine hours a day and I

have been a getter 14 years. The children work in the pit 12 hours a day. I do not know how many
children work in the pit but I think about 15. Some hurry singly, some two to a corve. As a collier
and speaking as an honest man, I think it is too long for the children. I think nine hours is
sufficient. We draw our wages every fortnight. I drew the last fortnight £2  5s., out of that I pay the
hurrier 14s. and 2s. for candles and 1s. for sharpening tools an have left £1  8s. to support a wife
and family of three children. I pay £4 a year house rent and I have no other occupation. If the hours
of the children was limited it would not be so well for men but better for them. I cannot work
without children nor do I know any means of getting out coals without children. I think it would be
an advantage to restrict the hours of labour if we could depend on the same wages. We have three
of four girls working but I do not think it a proper occupation for them because I think they are not
so strong as boys and it “mashes” them up. It is also very indecent that they should work in the pits
but parents cannot support them without it. The children are never ill treated.

[I entered this pit in the company of Mr. Allan, surgeon of Halifax, and crept to the workings 1100 yards,
the distance hurried. here I found a good number of boys and four girls, the youngest (Sally Fletcher)
being eight years of age, the eldest about fourteen. The mainways were wet and bad and in many places
not more than 2 feet 6 inches high. The children were in a deplorable state of wretchedness, rags and filth
and can only be said to be half removed from a  state of heathenism. They all hurried with their heads and
without shoes or stockings. The getters at the heads and workings as in most other pits, were naked.]

_____________________



SPRIG FARM COLLIERY, Messrs. John Holt, Brothers, & Co., Halifax.

No.17. John Isles, aged 14. May 13th.
I have worked as a hurrier for four years at this pit and at Leggle Pit six months. I never went to

day school. I do not go to day school and I cannot read and write. They teach me in the Testament
and Spelling Book. The height of our main gate is about four feet, the length is 400 yards. I get 20
corves out a day for which I get 7s. a week, this is, when I am in full work. We average working
about five days a week. I come to work at seven o’clock in the morning and leave about six,
sometimes seven, in a general way it is seven. I never do night work. I get my breakfast of porridge
afore I come and my dinner in the pit of wheat cakes. There is not time allowed me for eating it. I
eat as I am hurrying along. I get potatoes when I get home for tea, and then get to bed. Sometimes
after a days work I am very tired. I do not so oft hurt my feet in the mainways. I broke my leg once
with a corve running over it. That stopped my work 19 weeks. It was in two places, above the knee
and at the thigh. I hurry with my hands, sometimes with my head in the low places. I wear a belt
round my waist to get the corves out of the headings and workings but not far from the mainways
there I thrust. I am always without shoes or stockings and shirt and jacket. I wear these trousers and
my waistcoat.

No.18. David Oldfield, aged 15. May 13th.
I have been a hurrier for my father and have been in this pit for half a year. I was a comber at

Chipden Mill before that for about two years. I like hurrying best. I went to day school and now go
to Sunday School. I cannot read or write. They teach me the Catechism and Testament. I come to
work at seven o’clock about in the morning and go home at six, not oft after, sometimes seven and
eight. Down in the Lower Pit that is not now worked, lads have stopped with the men in the bottom
after the horse is gone home from the gin and have been pulled up by the men. I get my breakfast
and porridge before I come and bring my cake with me for dinner which I eat when I like. I nip off
a bit now and then as I am hurrying along. When I get home I have potatoes and bit of bacon,
perhaps a quarter of a pound. I work without shoes or stockings but I never much hurt my feet.
Sometimes I cut them under with sharp coals and they run matter then. The distance I run is 400
yards and the weight of the corve 16 stone. I get out a score of them a day. I think that’s enough. I
think eight hours a day as much as I could do well.

_____________________

KNOWLE TOP COLLIERY, Mr. James Hinscliffe, Halifax.

No.19. George Firth, aged 11 May 13th.
I hurry for James Firth, my father in this pit and I have worked here two years and better. I went

to day school afore I came to the pit and go to Sunday School now. I can read and write a bit and I
can sign my name. I come to work between seven and eight o’clock in the morning and leave at
five or six at night. I have worked a week or two at a time in the night, that is from nine at night to
five or six in the morning. That was making a loose for the water and the coals were soft and green.
Then we changed about, a night set with a day set. I get my breakfast afore I come of porridge and
of oatmeal and new milk. I bring my dinner with me, butter and cake, sometimes a bit of meat. I
have no time for taking it, I get it as I go along. I thrust with my head and get a mouthful as I can. I
get porridge again when I get home. I gets tea on Sundays. When I came to the pit at first I have
pinched and squeezed my fingers many times. I have not lately. I never hurt my feet. Sometimes
three of us go down together in a corve and come up together. The men behave very well to me.
They do not thrash me often and when they do it it is for laking a bit.

(Signed) GEORGE FIRTH.

No.20. Alfred Snowden, aged 10. May 13th.
I hurry corves for the three men that get there. The three men are James, John and Samuel Firth,

are three brothers. I am one of seven hurriers for them. They pay me every week half-a-crown. I
used to drive a donkey afore that. I have not worked here for more than six weeks. I once set cards
for more than a year at Ove Hedge I like the job that I am doing now the best of the three I come



porridge and bring my dinner with me [cake and fat and sometimes grease and muffin]. I eat that
down in pit and get on again directly. There is no time allowed for us. We stop sometimes about a
quarter of an hour. The height of the gateways is nearly a yard and the length about 250 yards. Our
corves are one and quarter hundred weight. I hurry with both head and hands. I have never met
with a hurt since I come. I never went to day school but I go to Sunday School at New
Confectioners [New Connection]. I cannot read or write.

[I descended this pit in a horse gin and found seven boys hurrying under fourteen years of age, working
for the three brothers Firth, who had the character of being steady, sober, industrious men. The mainways
were not more than 2 feet 6 inches high. I had to creep the whole distance on my hands and knees to the
workings. The seams were of greater thickness than most others in this neighbourhood, being 25 inches.
There were no girls.]

No.21. James Hinscliffe, aged 62. May 13th.
I have been the proprietor of a coal pit twenty three of four years. I was brought up a smith and I

have three men who are brothers, and seven hurrier lads. I work my pit by a gin horse. The length
of our mainways is 250 yards, the height nearly three feet, our seams about 26 inches. It has been
worked for 50 years and in that time I have never heard of more than one accident and that to a boy
who fell in. We have neither firedamp or blackdamp. My opinion as a practical man with regard to
the working of young boys in collieries is that they should begin at seven years of age in this part
of the country, because if they do not begin early they cannot get on at all. If they begin later they
are more laible to deformaties. If however they worked eight hours a day it is as much as they
ought to do and be allowed one hour for dinner. A collier ought not to work more. If they work
more than that is the fault of some one, either master or man. In eight hours he ought to earn
enough to support himself and family. The average amount of their wages now in steady and
regular work is a pound but they often take a day or more and then have to fetch up lost time. Our
men generally speaking, are steady and careful, saving money. Other colliers in the neighbourhood,
I think are pretty steady but very illiterate.

(Signed) JAMES HINSCLIFFE.

_____________________

LIGHTCLIFFE PIT, Mr. Joseph Stocks, Halifax.

No.22. Benjamin Hargraves, aged 15. May 13th.
I have worked in the pit here six years and better. I hurry for Joseph Jubb. My father tends the

engine and lives on the bank. I have five brothers and two sisters five of them work in the pit. I
never went to day school but I goes to Sunday School. I can read but cannot write. I am expected to
be n the pit at seven o’clock in the morning and return at five and sometimes at six and later than
that when we have plenty to do. I work sometimes from nine o’clock at night up to six o’clock in
the morning. That was when we were getting water out. I get coffee and tea before I go down in the
morning and my dinner own here in the pit then I get cake and fat. They allow me half an hour to
get my dinner but sometimes I get it when I am thrusting as I can. I thrust corves with my head.
Sometimes I have to get before them to keep them back. Sometimes they have run over my foot. I
do not hurry barefoot therefore they do not hurt me. A corve of coal weighs 21/

2 cwt. I am blind of
one eye from a piece of coal falling from the top when looking up. I kept hurrying but nevertheless
was sick. The length of our mainways is 240 yards and in a good days work I hurry 24 corves for
which I get 7s. a week whether my master is working or playing. I am not apprentice but there are
two in the pit that are.

No.23. John Tattersall, aged 9. May 13th.
I have worked at this half a year. I get my breakfast before I leave home. I come to my work at

seven o’clock in the morning and goes home between five and six o’clock in the afternoon. I can
neither read or write. I get pottage. They send me my dinner, which is butter, cake and pudding. I
get my dinner in the bottom of the pit and stop as long to get it as they stop at the top of the pit. I
sometimes get it when I am hurrying. My masters behaves very well to me. I never met with any
accident in the pit. I like the work.



LISTER WICK COAL PIT, the Executors of the late Miss. Lister.

No.24. John Brook, aged 13. May 15th.
I have worked nearly three years in this pit as a hurrier. I generally go down into the pit at seven

o’clock but sometimes at half past six and sometimes at eight. I sometimes come up to fetch my
dinner which I eat whilst at work in the pit. I generally leave at six in the evening and have a dinner
when I get home and get potatoes and often bacon. I have not worked at night for half a year or
more, then I worked at night week and week about but I was on account of driving a “head” and
water in the pit. I never went to day school but I go to Sunday School. I cannot read or write. I have
begun with “Reading Made Easy.” We have no girls working in the pit with us but about 20 lads.
There was one girl worked here for two days, Sam Martin’s daughter, about 10 or 11 years old. “It
was to flay her because she was bad ‘un.” She was frightened and cried and said “she’d be a gud
lass if they’d let her out.” I hurry the corves about 100 yards from the workings. Our gateways that
you have been through are a yard high. I never got hurt in the pit but cut my feet sometimes. I take
all my clothes off except my shirt, cap and waistcoat. All the rest of the boys do the same.

No.25. James Grandage, aged 14. May 15th.
I have worked in the pit for three years as a hurrier, although in this and Mr Rawson’s Pit. I

have never been to a day school but I go to Sunday School I cannot read or write. They teach me in
“Reading Made Easy” but I cannot tell the letters apart yet. I come with the rest of the boys at
seven o’clock in the morning. I go home at all times at night. I have never been later than eight
o’clock. I come to work every day but I do not know what makes me longer some days than others
unless that it is that sometimes we do more and sometimes less. I do not think it hard work but I do
not like it “none so well.” One reason is, because there is danger, another is that I like day light. I
would rather work eight hours than twelve because I do not know the weight of the corves. I hurry
singly. I sometimes get five corves out a day, sometimes twenty. The difference is, because I get a
bit sometimes. I get my breakfast of porridge before I come and bring my dinner of bacon and cake
with me. I eat it whilst at work, not being allowed any time for eating it. I get nothing after that
until I come up then I get milk porridge and go to bed. My health is good and I have never met
with any accident in the pit. I sometimes hurt my feet with running barefooted over the coals. They
bleed and run matter. I was never laid up by it. The men behave very well to me.

[I descend this pit and found upwards of 20 boys, no girls. All healthy and well.]

______________________

BOOTH TOWN PIT, Mr. Joseph Stocks, Halifax.

No.26. Patience Kershaw, aged 17. May 15th.
My father as been dead for about a year. My mother is living and has ten children, five lads and

five lasses, the oldest is about 30, the youngest is 4. Three lasses go to the mill, all the lads are
colliers and three hurries. One lives at home and does nothing. Mother does nought but look after
home.

Name Age Occupation Wages.
£ s. d.

William Kershaw 22 getter 0 16 0
Thomas, married
James 18 Hurrier 0 8 6
Bethel 13 Hurrier 0 5 0
Solomon 11 Hurrier 0 3 6
Patience 17 Hurrier 0 8 6
Sarah 24 Weaver 0 9 0
Hannah 21 Weaver 0 9 0
Sybil, married 26
Caroline, at home 4
Alice at home sick 15



All my sisters have been hurriers but three went to the mill. Alice went because her legs swelled
from hurrying in cold water when she got hot. I never went to school. I go to Sunday School but I
cannot read or write. I go to the pit at five o’clock in the morning and some out at five at night. I
get my breakfast of porridge and milk first. I take my dinner with me, a cake and eat it as I go. I do
not stop or rest any time for the purpose. I get nothing else until I get home and then have potatoes
and meat, not meat every day. I hurry in the clothes I have now got on, trousers and ragged jacket.
The bald place on my head is made by thrusting the corves. My legs have never swelled but sisters
did when they went to mill. I hurry the corves a mile and more underground. They weigh 3 cwt. I
hurry 11 in a day. I wear a belt and chain at the workings at get the corves out. The getters that I
work for are naked except their caps. They pull off their clothes. I see them at work when I go up.
Sometimes they beat me if I am not quick enough with their hands. They strike me upon my back.
The boys take liberties with me sometimes. they pull me about. I am the only girl in the pit. There
are about 20 boys and 15 men. All the men are naked. I would rather work in mill than in coal pit.

[This girl is an ignorant, filthy, ragged and deplorable looking object and such and one as the uncivilised
natives of the prairies and would be shocked to look upon.]

No.27. Samuel Well, aged 35. May 15th.
I have been a collier 29 years. I first began as a hurrier and worked for my father. I continued a

hurrier until I was 18 years of age. I was then a getter and have been a getter ever since. I never
worked in any other capacity or in any other district. The general run or our beds or seams of coal
in this neighbourhood is in the lower bed from 16 to 18 inches, in the upper from 22 to 24. From
this fact it is not practicable to use horses unless the gates or mainways were mined five or six feet
instead of two or three as the now are but that would be a great and unnecessary expense for
masters, inasmuch as that our headings and workings as so near to the shafts and tail ends. In lieu
of the ponies or horses we now make use of young boys and girls in some places. I began at six
years of age and there are a vast number now that are taken as early as that, which I do not think
right. As a practical men and as the father of a family, I think that it is much too young and that
their ages ought to be restricted to eight. There are no occasions in which it is required to have
them before that, and that when brought in before that it is an injury to their nature and
constitution. The average of our mainways throughout the district is about a yard in height. If we
took children therefore much older than eight, they would not do at all because when the lads get to
12 or 14 years of age they cannot bring themselves to hurry. They reward and punish themselves
by an ugly thump in the head and they have difficulty in stooping and more liable to grow out of
shape. As it regards the general hours of work observed here, I feel some difficulty in informing
you of, because they are very irregular. Sometimes workmen begin at six in the morning and leave
at seven. At others they begin at eight and leave at three of four, and sometimes lake or lay all the
day an do no work at all. My opinion, however, is that nine hours a day is enough for a man or
child. If our hours were restricted our wages would be less, however desirable that restriction
would be and if the government contemplates such a measure, I hope that it will also contemplate
our condition. If they do not, under the present price of the necessaries of life, we shall be worse
off than we are already and that is needless, as we have barely enough to support out families in
common comfort. We have no girls in our pit and I should be sorry to see them there, because it is
unnatural, indecent and uncalled for, and under no circumstances would have a daughter of my
own in such a place.

(Signed) SAMUEL WELL.

I have heard the depositions of my fellow workmen, Samuel Well and fully accord with it.

his
(Signed) DAVID >< MANNS.

mark.

____________________



Mrs. JEREMIAH RAWSON’S COLLIERY, Bankbottom.

No.28. Mr. Rawson, jun., principle. May 17th.
We have only one pit with two entrances, one at Swanbank and the other at Bankbottom. I do

not know how many men we have employed or how many children at a guess I should say 60 men
and boys. Our coals are brought up by the shaft by machinery and are then drawn to the tail end by
galloways. All the children are hired by the colliers and are paid by the week, I believe, but I do not
know much about that. We pay the men by the dozen corves. It is the practice of both parties to go
into work together and come up together. I do not know whether they get their breakfasts before
they go to get any at all. They do not get any dinners in the pits. They get nothing until they come
out again when they have done their work, sometimes at four o’clock, sometimes at seven, They do
not always work six days in the week, not more than four sometimes. The only reason that I know
of is that they drink two days. About four full days is as much as the ought to do, that is, if they get
out the quantity they undertake to do, which is 24 corves which enables them to absent themselves
the other two days of the week. If men worked every day in the week, instead of four days and
idled the other two, it would be much better for them. The children would not then be overworked.
The children are very ignorant, they get no school at all the generality of them and would rather be
running about the street.

(Signed) JOSEPH RAWSON.

_____________________

HIGH-FIELD PIT, Messrs. Holmes and Holt, Southowram.

No.29. James Sheard, aged 11. May 18th.
I shall be 12 four days before the fair. I cannot tell when that is within two or three moths. I

have been a hurrier about there three years and a half. I work for my father. I did nothing but
schooling before I went to the pit. I worked at Low Moor, but not for long. I have been to a day
school and Sunday School and all. I cannot read and I cannot write. They used to teach me
“Reading Made Easy.” I like working in the pit well enough for what I know. I go down after
seven o’clock in the morning and I come up at different times, sometimes four, sometimes between
five and six. I get my breakfast before I go down. I get porridge and I get my dinner in the pit, a bit
of buttered cake. When the engine stops I do “nout.” I get my “jock”, that is my meat and drink.
When I come up at night I get potatoes and beef, sometimes mutton. My father works with me. I
hurry the corves about 300 yards. They each hold about two hundred weight and a half. I pull them
out of the headings or workings by a belt and chain.

____________________

Mr. JOSEPH POLLARD’S COLLIERY, Eaton Hill, West Shelf, Halifax.

No.30. Job Wilson, aged 10. May 20th.
I do not know how old I am. I don’t know if I have gotten a birthday. Father’s a weaver,

mother’s dead and I’ve live wi’ grandmother ever since. I don’t know when I saw my father last. I
have never went to a day school. I don’t go to Sunday School. I can’t read or write. I don’t know
how long I’ve been a thruster, more than a year or so. I don’t know who many months there are in
a year but there are four weeks in a month. I thrust for George Cloghome, that is George Pickles.
They call him Cloghers or Cloghome for short, I come to work at seven o’clock in the morning,
after breakfast. I get tea and cakes. I come up from the pit at five at night and get tea and cake. I get
my dinner here and stop an hour to take it. I do not hurry or thrust that time. I get 5s. a week and
give it to my grandmother for looking after me and finding me in clothes and eating and drinking.
There be plenty of Sunday Schools about but I never go, because grandmother never tells me. We
never go to Church or Chapel.



No.31. Jonathan Turner, aged 10. May 20th.
I am a hurrier for William Turner, my father, I have been a hurrier for three years, I did nought

afore that, I went to day school a little while, about a fortnight. I did not learn much. I have been to
a Sunday School a month. I cannot read and write. I left off going to Sunday School ‘cause I had
no clothes to go in. I work six days a week, sometimes five. I get 6s, a week regular. Father can’t
afford to buy me clothes yet. He’s a collier, in good work. Mother looks after the house. I have got
a sister, she’s a little lass and does nought yet. I never got hurt in the pit. I work with my breeches
off.

_____________________

Messrs. BUTTERWORTH, BROOK & Co.’s COLLIERY, Norwood Green.

No.32. Mr. Brook, principle, aged 50. May 24th.
I have been the owner of coal mines in this neighbourhood twenty years. I began life as a hurrier

at seven years of age and continued in that occupation until I was 16. I then became a getter and
followed that until I was 35. Now I am constantly occupied in looking after others and helping
them as a labourer at times. We are now working the Low Moor or lower bed which is almost 27
inches thick. The upper bed is 36 inches. We get a little of that for engine coals but it is not so
valuable. Our mainways are about 200 yards in length and about a yard high but we have a great
deal of water at the bottom the height is constantly changing and then we have to hurry in 24
inches but our props are cut to a yard. We are now driving with a view of getting rid of the water in
the bottom to a level. That occasions us to work the people in two shifts of eight hours each. We
have no girls, because I would not have them, it is not their duty. I have worked in pits when there
were girls but I thought ’twas not decent. They were 14 and 16 years old. I have seen such
indecencies and improprieties as to determine me never to give any consent to their being where I
am again. You know what lads and lasses at 14 and 15 will do in such places. I therefore leave you
to judge that their conduct is of the worst kind. As it regards the boys, I think that at such work as
we have for them, they are of no use to us as hurriers after 16. They are too big for the gate, they
cannot hurry quick enough. Besides, it ruins them in their shapes. They get, for which they are
better paid, I think that they are of very little use to us under ten years of age because they are too
weak. Many do go and work in pairs.

We pay the miners for driving our gates at the rate of 4s. for 24 corve loads and 6d. per yard for
the distance they go. We confine them to one yard high and one yard wide. We consider that large
enough for our present purpose. If the law required us to have five feet gates instead of three, I do
not think it would be of any service to the hurriers but it would be much expense to us. We could
not afford to do it. The coals would not pay us to get. We had better shut up our pits for we should
be beaten out of the market by our rival owners. In some countries the boys work twelve hours a
day and the men six because the thickness of the coals would enable the men to get as much in six
hours as the boys could hurry in twelve, that was at Low Moor where I have worked myself. The
banksman used to complain that he was detained so long to wait for the boys and the consequence
was that one man was sent down and took his turn with the rest to help the boys get them out
sooner. I think twelve hours a day too much for boys. I think eight hours is enough for them. The
colliers can do a good days work in that time and they will tell you it is as long as they want to stop
in the lower bed. In the upper they can stop longer because it is not so difficult to get. We could
substitute ponies or asses for hurriers. We should have to make the gates higher and the coupling
and props would be very expensive and the sides would have to be walled and it would always be
falling in.

We have no deformities in our boys. They are all healthy and well. Formerly there was a many
crooked legs and backs by hurrying on slides on the bare ground. We have now rails which
prevents all that.

No.33 Thomas Well, aged 15. May 24th.
I hurry for my brother in this pit. I hurried altogether at different pits seven or eight years. I go

to work at six in the morning and leave at two because we are driving for a level and working shifts
and shifts. I get my breakfast afore I come down and my dinner when I go up. I get nothing to eat



by that I may go to if I liked but I do not go. I don’t know why. I would rather play at marbles. I go
to Sunday School I cannot read much. I cannot write. I have met with accidents sometimes here
with muck [stone or coal].

[I descended this pit of 150 feet by a horse gin. The gates were so low that I had great difficulty in
arriving at the workings, the height in many places being not more than 24 inches. The bottom was
unusually “mucky’ and wet. All the boys complain of their frequent long hours of work, occasioned by
the irregularities of the men.]

____________________

Mr. WELL’S COLLIERY, Norwood Green, Hipperholme-cum-Brighouse.

No.34. John Bell, aged 13. May 24th.
I am a thruster for John Farrer and have been employed almost six years in different pits. We

have no girls with us. There are five lads, the youngest is going in eleven. The eldest is myself. We
all come to work about the same time, at seven or eight in the morning, sometimes at six or before,
‘tis just a leets [happens]. We get our breakfasts afore we come down and out dinners down here at
twelve o’clock. We have meat, a cake or butter and cake, nothing to drink until we go up at six
o’clock, sometimes after. We have stopped until eight o’clock but I can’t tell you what that was
for. We can’t get them as we hurry for to come out out. We all think we work too many hours a
day. We should like to get out ‘o pit after eight hours if we could. We think that eight hours is
enough for us. They lake some odd times and when they lake we do not but  they make us much
out the bottom and get coals what we can and what we can get we hurry. If they lake one day, the
longer they work the next and make us make it up. We don’t think that is fair and we tell them so.
They laugh at us for that and tell us to be sharp. If we don’t, they hit us with the handles of their
picks and throw coals at us. I have been knocked down many times at the Low Moor Company’s
pits where I worked before. I never went to day school but I go to Sunday School. I can read but I
never tried to write. If there was a school in the evening, I should go to learn, I read at home now at
nights. I read the Testament with father, I have not a Bible. Father is working at Low Moor
Foundry.

No.35. Joswell Wells, aged 13, May 24th.
I have worked six years down here. I don’t hurry about twenty yards now but I have been a deal

further. I have gone ten score yards afore now. I come down at seven in the morning and go up at
six and after sometimes. I have stopped sometimes but not so oft, until eight. I have stopped so
long because we could not get the colliers to come out, I can’t tell the reason why except that they
were behind their work. I come down every day and if they should not be here, I get coals and clear
the muck. I am paid by the week, 6s. and must do work. I take half a day sometimes. I went to day
school when I was a little ‘un  I now got to Sunday School. I can read but can’t write.

[I descended this pit in the same manner as the last, by a horse gin. The shafts are good but the gates not
more than 3 feet at highest and often as low as 2 feet. The bottoms are wet and undrained, roofs rotten and
supported by props.]

______________________

No.36. Mr. Emmet. May 25th.
He states that he has been a coal master four years and has now three pits in work. He does not

know how many boys work in either but he has no girls. He does not hire or pay the boys nor has
he anything to do with them. He does not know what time they go to work in the morning or what
time they come up. He does not know at what hours they get their food there. He is sure they have
dinners of flour bread. The engine stops one hour but whether the boys take their dinners then he
does not know. He knows nothing or about them. He has no girls in his pits and is certain that there
are none nor does he think it proper to have them, because it is indecent and immoral. He cannot
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is about three feet. He knows nothing of their moral condition and does not know whether they
attend Sunday Schools or a place of worship. He knows what the men are, but he is not bound to
tell, because he may please himself about that. When I come over I may find out myself if I can
find them. He does not hold himself responsible for anything that occurs with regard to the boys. If
one falls sick his collier looks after another without any reference to him. All he has to do is to pay
the men for the coal they get. He has no damp therefore he has no occasions to provide his men
with safety lamps. He looks after the gear and engine himself. He has no regulation with respect to
the number of men or boys that come down or go up together but he takes care that the ropes are
sufficiently strong to bear two persons. He has never met with an accident yet except a lad having a
bit of a squeeze now and then which he does not call an accident. He does not know whether the
nature of the work is calculated to deform the lads or not, I had better ask the doctor about that. He
has no objection for his evidence to go before the Board.

(Signed) GEORGE EMMET,
Principal.

_____________________

LOW MOOR COMPANY’S LEVEL PIT.

No.37. Joseph Collins, aged 13. May 26th.
I have been a hurrier two years and a half. I drove the horse gin two years and half before that. I

never went to day school but I go to Sunday School sometimes when I am driven. I cannot read
and I cannot write. Some odd times I go to Church or Chapel. Sometimes I go once a month and
sometimes once in three moths. My father is dead. I don’t know how many brothers and sisters I’ve
got. I cannot count them all or their names. I come to work at seven o’clock in the morning and I
get breakfast before I go. I got tea and bread and butter this morning. I leave work at five o’clock. I
do not come above ground during that time. I get dinner at the pit’s bottom. I get potatoes and
pudding and meat. There is an hour allowed us for eating it. I do not oft begin work before the hour
is up. There are five other boys working in the pit with me. I get 7s.  6d. a week. I work generally
six days in the week. We seldom lake except when there is damp in the pit. I hurry for Abraham
Brook. He pays me by the day’s work. If I lake a day he does not pay me. He works six days in the
week. I get coals some odd times for him during the dinner hour. I do that of my own choice, to
learn.

[I descend this pit which is worked by a horse gin to the depth of twenty seven feet. The bottom was in
some places near knee deep in muck and water, full of holes and most painful to walk, much more to
hurry in. So much carbonic gas was present than the candles were repeatedly put out.]

______________________

LOW MOOR COMPANY’S WAY-HOUSE PIT.

No.38. Edward Rushton, aged 8.
I am going of eight years old. I don’t know when my birthday is. “I haven’t got on.” I never

went to day school. I go to Sunday School every Sunday. They teach me A B C there. My father is
a collier and works in the same pit as I do. I hurry for him. Two on us hurry together. We all come
to work together. We get our breakfast before we come. We get our dinners at 12 o’clock down in
the pit. We eat our dinners while at work. We hurry and eat. We come up sometimes at four
o’clock, sometimes at five, never so late as six. I never worked but once in the pit all night. I don’t
know what that was for. I don’t work every day, because I lake sometimes when the bank’s full. I
don’t know what a holiday means.

No.39. Richard Rushton, aged 111/
2.

I have been a hurrier three years. I am going on 12. In answer to the question whether he would
like to hurry or drive the plough best, he answered, “I’d rather do nouther, I’d rather lake if I could



teach me “Reading Made Easy.” I cannot read the Testament, Some times I go to Chapel. I go
more than three times a month. My father takes my money and my brother’s to. I cannot say what I
earn. The two of us earn 4s. to 9s. a week. I thrust with my hands and head, The wounds on my
knees are occasioned by falls when I run too fast. I am obliged to run pretty fast to get the corves
out. I get about 36 a day. The distance I run them is “just as leets.” I go down at seven in the
morning, sometimes before, sometimes after, I come up about five, sometimes four. I do work at
night sometimes, not often. There’s sulphur in sometimes and water, that we cannot work by day.

[I descended the pit by a horse gin to a depth of 72 yards. The bottom was ankle deep in muck and water,
equally rough and uneven as the last. A great quantity of sulphurated hydrogen was present which obliged
us to proceed cautiously to the headings provided with Davy lamps. An immense fire was kindle which
effected a through ventilation.]

No.40. Joseph Gledhill, banksman, aged 48.
I began life as a hurrier when I was between five and six years of age. I was a hurrier till I was

16 and then started getting and remained a getter till I was 43. When I began there was no such
thing as rails upon the roads. We used to hurry then upon “sleds,” with a belt and chain and with a
pair of short crutches we held in our hands to enable us to hurry on our hands and feet. I remember
at that time such things as crooked legs but whether that resulted from the employment I cannot
tell. They worked then about 12 hours. I look upon it that the work for boys is easier now than
then. I rarely see deformities now from working in pits unless there be some previous infirmity of
the body. I have not worked in the pit for the last five years because I gave up my place to my
eldest son. I work now as banksman. I have three sons living, one of them went into the pit when
he was three years old and commenced working as a hurrier when he was between five and six.
That was at Flockton. Another began between four and five and another between five and six. They
are strong, healthy and stout lads as there are anywhere and they work in the pit now. Two of them
live at home with me and they earn about 26s. a week if they work a week. I get as banksman 12s.
a week. They go regularly to Sunday School but I never sent them to day school. My opinion of
children working in the collieries is that if they are kept out until they are 13 years of age they will
never be of any use as colliers because they will be too big to get into the “workings.” They punish
their heads and backs and get cut against the roof. I think seven years of age of young enough to
begin and I think at that age they are able to work as long as the men. I do not think 22 miles a day
too much for girls to hurry if they are a pretty good age. I have got three girls who hurries. They
began hurrying about six years of age. Two of them stopped about two months ago. They were
stopped by the masters, Messrs. Hird and Hardy. They worked at Seed Pit, Low Moor. I want what
they were stopped for. Other girls worked at the same time and were stopped. Their names and
ages were taken down on a sheet of paper, They would have been at work now if it had not been
for that. One is now eight and the other ten years of age. Our masters knew they worked at the
bottom because they have been sick and have gone to the masters for a sick ticket which are signed
by the masters. One of the three left about two years ago. She was then 14 and master thought she
was too old to work among boys. “She has never addles a penny since.” One of the other was a
“trub packer” on the pit bank now and addles 6d. a day. I never looked upon it as an evil for girls to
work in pits. Mine were always as ready to go as I was. I cannot sign my name.

Witness to the above evidence,
(Signed) FRANCIS BARRACLOUGH.

_____________________

Messrs RAWSON, CLAYTON and COSENS. No.3 Pit, Bradford.

No.41. Abraham Rhodes, aged 13. May 27th.
I came to the pit when I was 10 years old, I hurry for no particular man because the men club

together and get what they can. They pay me and the rest of the boys so much per week but I lake a
day and get nothing, that is, if I lake of myself. But if the men lake, I get paid and’ they send me
into the pit to “get” what I can and hurry too. But the strongest lads at that time “get” chiefly and
the youngest hurry. Upon the run I get 5s.  6d. per week, which I give to my mother or father for
my board and lodging. I went to the day school a bit about half a year. I goes to Sunday School yet.



morning and leave or get home at about six. I go up the shaft about a quarter past five. I never
worked at night. There are 18 boys here with me. We all come down and go up about the same
time.

_____________________

LOW MOOR COMPANY’S WIKE LANE PIT.

No.42. John Marsden, aged 81/
2.

I have been a hurrier nearly two years in this pit. I have to be at work about half past six in the
morning. I get breakfast before I come. I bring my dinner with me, of butter and cake sometimes
meat and bread which I eat while I am hurrying. I leave work about five o’clock and go home and
get tea. I began work as soon as I go down in the morning and never stop until I come up at night. I
hurry a “dozen and twelve” corves a day [that is 20 to the dozen]. My brother Lawrence helps me
and we have to hurry the corves about 200 yards. When I was a “little ‘un” I went varry near “holf”
a year to Benjamin Firth’s day school and learn a b, ab’s. I never went to Sunday School. There is
four boys working in the pit with me but no girls. There was one girl worked with us about a year
since when she got burnt by an explosion of firedamp and did not come again because she was
frightened. She was bigger than I was and she hurried by herself. My father was burnt to death in
the pit. I hurries for him at the time. My brother and I get 9s. a week. We live with our mother. We
live very well and have always plenty to eat and drink. If I do not work hard enough in the pit the
men call me but do not beat me. I like working in the pit. I would sooner work in the pit than in the
fields. I should like to go to school now and learn to read but my mother won’t let me. I don’t
know what for, I have asked her.

[I descended the pit of 72 yards by a horse gin. The bottom was equally wet and uneven with the last two.
Great quantities of gas were given off which obliged me to use the Davy lamps.]

____________________

Messrs. JOHN STURGE and COMPANY’S BOWLING.

No.43. Mr. James Sharp, aged 45. May 28th.
I am steward in this company and have been employed about 15 years. We have 12 pits now

working in the better or lower bed. 33 in the upper or black bed and ironstone pits. Four others are
working in what is called the White Rake Bed of iron ore and two hunting pits re-working. That is
together 54 pits in which we have 484 men above 18 years of age, 162 under 18 and 208 boys
under 13. The youngest employed is seven years of age and one month [Charles Peason]. There are
11 engine pits, 32 horse gin pits and 11 “turl” or “roll pits“.  [Worked by hand.] I have made the
returns required of us by the Government and in doing so have examined personally every child
and pledge myself that it has been honestly and faithfully done.

It is our practice to require the people to be at the pit mouth by seven o’clock in the morning.
They sometimes deviate from that time to suit their own convenience and many times absent
themselves all day. We have endeavoured to remedy that by fining them 1s. and in some cases
have dismissed them altogether because their absence has occasioned irregularity in the working of
the machinery. In the better beds the people, men and lads, are stinted and are not allowed to work
beyond a given number of tons weight. In the upper bed, on the contrary, they get what they can in
the time allowed. The reason is that we are rather overstocked with the produce from the lower
bed. If the men lake, as I observed before, which they sometimes do, they cannot make up their
losses as we do not allow it. We do not allow them to send their children in to make it up. If the lad
is the lad of a better man he will often go into the pit and work for other colliers. The lads are paid
by the men or were paid for along time at the rate of 7s. for every 25s. the man earned but I find by
my late examination that they have departed from that practice. This is at the wish of the parents,
that they may receive a specific sum weekly for their labour of their children whether their



it is calculated to make the men steadier in their work, they otherwise will, if we let them, work
overtime. We have no girls in the establishment we would not allow of it by any means, it would
be so wrong to do so because they would have to mix with the men often naked. It is in fact not
their labour and ought to be entirely prohibited. There is only one child under eight years old that I
consider early enough. Their strength is not equal to the duty before that. That is very young but if
they were taken much older they could not get on at all our beds are so thin, workings low. We
have a horse hurrying in one pit. In this pit the distance is a long way to the headings from the
shaft, and on the dip side in that pit we are obliged to have the “gates” six feet high which was a
great expense to the company. It would not pay for getting, if all the gates were equally high or
should we do away with young hurriers, because they would have to bring for the working to the
main gates now.

In my examination of the moral and educational condition of the children I have had before me I
am bound to confess that they are extremely illiterate, rude and boorish in their manners. Some are
exceptions and I have found them in those that have had some previous education. For that reason I
would strongly recommend some education provided for them before they come to work.

There are no specific hours set apart for meals in the bottoms but we change the horses in the
“gins” and stop the engines, at 12 o’clock then it is supposed that they get something to eat below.
In some cases they hurry and eat at the same time, that is in four pits. All hands come up from three
to five o’clock, they seldom stay later. I sometimes hear of complaints from children and parents of
the men, they use them ill, by flogging them and throwing coals at them but it is not often, because
we have made some severe examples. In the last two years, we have lost five boys from falling into
the pit, two were “gin” drivers, two hurriers and one upon the bank. I only remember one case of
gardener falling into one of the open pits in the fields, that have ceased working. A good strong rail
is enough to protect them, but it would be safer if they were walled in.

(Signed) JAMES SHARP.

No.44. Thomas, William Robert and Joseph Craven, aged 8, 11, 13, and 15 respectively.
We are all hurriers for David Wilson and others that take the pit for the Bowling Company.

They pay us by the week. Father is comber and out of work and has been out for a week. Mother
does nought. I, Joseph earn 8s. a week, Thomas earns 2s.  6d., William 4s. and Robert 7s. making
altogether 21s.  6d. which we carry home to mother and father for our meat and drink. We all come
down here to work at seven o’clock in the morning an go up at five, We get our dinner sent down
from the top at 12 o’clock. We stop for an hour to get it. We always lake an hour. We go up to tea
and get porridge and milk and so we have for breakfast. None of us ever went to day school or
Sunday School. We never go to Church or Chapel, we lake about. Father and mother go
sometimes. None of us can read or write.

______________________

LODGE PIT No.8. (Upper or Black Bed.)

[I descended this pit and found the first shift of hurriers at work. All were healthy and well formed. The
shaft, mainways, roofs and gates were in excellent order.]

No.45. Reuben Galloway, aged 16.
I hurry for William Ratford and others work in the pit. I have been a hurrier eight years. I both

draw and thrust. I never went to day school but I used to go to night school for two or three nights.
I go to Sunday School. I can read and write. Father is a poster [getter of ironstone] and he is in
good work. Mother does nought but look after the little ’uns. I like my work very well. I’d rather
hurry than anything else. The men behave very well to us down here. They ha’ no occasions to beat
us, ‘cause we keep ‘em “agate.” If we didna’ they would grumble. I get sometimes more,
sometimes less. I had 5s.  3d. last Saturday. I have before now gotten 10s. We have been shifting of
late. I have plenty to eat and drink at home.

No.46. George Ratford, aged 13.
I hurry for Samuel Harrison and others. I come to work here at seven o’clock after breakfast of

tea and cake. I bring butter and cake with me for dinner. I take that down here, they allow me 20



School I cannot read but I can spell. I cannot write. I have been a hurrier for four years or better.
The me behave very well to me, they never beat me to hurt. There are four other lads working with
me. We all come at the same time and go up the same time. I never work at night. I have done so in
shifts. We used to come down at five at night, and come up at four in the morning week and week
about.

____________________

OAKES PIT No.1. (Better Bed).

[I descended this pit and found it well appointed. The floor and roof in excellent order. Four boys were
working, all in good health and well formed, except Ratford, who has strumous swellings of the neck.\

_____________________

LONG SHAW COLLIERY, Northowram.

No.47. Mr. James Homes, aged 29, May 31st.
I have been a coal proprietor about six years, I now work in conjunction with my partners,

Norwood Green and Long Shaw Collieries, each having two pits. I do not know how many men or
boys we have employed, at a rough guess I should say there were not more than 12 or 14. It is our
practice to pay the men by the dozen corves by the day. The men pay the boys. We have no
regulation as it regards the time at which the first come to work. They come when they like and
leave when they like. They are not regular in their coming or going. They do not average more than
four days work a week, taking the year round, although we find them six if they like to have it but
they lake one or two days and they work extra hours to make up their losses and then work 12
hours a day. The boys work with them. Sometimes they stop longer than the boys, over hours, and
what they get is so much more for the boy to do the next morning. If the men lake a day they send
their boys to get or hurry without them. It would be impossible for us to work out pits without the
use of boys as hurriers, because we have no other means of getting our coals to the shafts and if
they are not taken young at it they never make colliers. For this reason, that our seams are so thin
that it would be impossible for older boys to hurry without greatly punishing themselves. Nine
years, however, is the youngest age at which I think it is desirable that they should begin. I know
that they are taken younger but it is not necessary. Our gates or mainways are generally made a
yard high. We cannot cut away above or below the seams because the soil a foot or two above is so
loose that it would fall in as it is we are obliged to prop. We cannot go below the seams because
the coals would close in and the seats or floor rise more than ever. They are so full of water that we
are obliged now to remove 80 or 90 rails every week and lay them afresh to hurry on. The general
practice of renting a colliery is to rent it at so much per acre. Some coals are taken at £100 others at
£150, £200 and £250, the amount depending upon the quality of the mineral. Our leases extend
over longer and shorter periods from 7 to 30 years. We pay damages to the tenant of the land for
causeways, banks, chains or anything else that covers his hand, double the amount of what he pays
his landlord. As our depth of shaft is not more than 50 yards it would not be necessary to substitute
an engine for the ”gin” however long our lease was. If we worked at a greater depth it may be
desirable. We have no damps [firedamp]. We have blackdamp at times, which we get rid of by
vents.

(Signed) JAMES HOLMES.

No.48. Joshua Wells.
I have been coal owner five years and a half, I have heard of the evidence of my neighbour, Mr.

Homes, read over and coincide in all that he has said.
(Signed) JOSHUA WELLS.



BRADFORD UNION.

No.49. Mr. Isaac Clayton, aged 51, agent and principle. June 2nd.
I commenced life as a hurrier at Bowling Colliery when I was seven years of age and continued

in that capacity better than ten years. At that time we hurried partly on rails, partly on slides.
Deformities of the persons of labourers and hurriers were then more common than now because the
work was harder. The gates and roads are better beacuse they are not so much broken up. I am a
surveyor for some proprietors  in the neighbourhood and am pretty well informed of the depths of
all the shafts, heights of mainways, length of gates and other matters relating to mining, The
greatest height of our gates is about 3 feet 2 or 3 inches, that is in the better bed. The black bed
gates are not much less, except in the byeways and workings, in which you will find 2 feet to 26
inches. If the gates are made higher it would occasion the proprietors a great outlay, because the
roofs are hard and difficult to get down. If we made 4 feet high we should have to shut them up
altogether beacuse the coal would not pay for getting. We are therefore under the necessity of
employing children instead of horses or men. I have known admitted as hurriers as young as six.
‘Tis rare to find them younger. I consider that too young, eight would be a better age. If they are
admitted afterwards in these low gates they would not succeed as hurriers. They get stiff and
awkward and are able to hurt their heads and backs. I have always found the best colliers those
who began at an early age. I have never seen any particular disease or deformity resulting to the
men from the nature of their employment. They are of course, an ignorant and degraded class of
children and man because they are shut out from all the rest of the world and have none to
discourse with except themselves. They generally got to work in this country at six or seven
o’clock in the morning and return at three, four or six, just as it happens. They are not bound in any
way as to hours. They work by the piece and will sometimes do above a regular days work and
sometimes under. They work by the piece and will sometimes do above a regular days work and
sometimes under. Children have time to attend a night school after working hours if they like to go
to it. Some of them avail themselves of it. If it was insisted upon they would have time enough.
The characters of colliers are of all kinds. Some steady and sober, some wild and turbulent. If
means could be suggested for their education it would be a great advantage to them. We have no
girls in out immediate neighbourhood. As a principle I say that it is not prudent to employ them. I
would not do so. It is not fit for them. It is disgusting and it subjects them to many evils.

(Signed) ISAAC CLAYTON.

_____________________

LOW MOOR COMPANY’S SOLDIER GREEN PIT.

[I descended this spit and examined 12 boys. All were healthy and well formed. Shafts well protected,
gates 3 feet ands porch roomy, workings ventilated by furnace and upcast shafts.

____________________

BYERLY COMPANY’S GARDEN PIT.

Depth 90 yards, 7 hurriers.

No.50. William Ellis aged 9. June 3rd.
I have hurried ever since I was five years old. I never went to a day school. I go to Sunday

School. I cannot read or write. I come down to work at six o’clock in the morning. I live a mile and
a half off and have to leave home at five o’clock. I get my breakfast before I come away [milk and
porridge] I bring my dinner with me [butter and wheat cake] I get that when I am hungry that is



seven or eight in the morning, the other part I get at about twelve or one o’clock. I eat it when I am
hurrying sometimes, not always. Sometimes I stop six or seven minutes to take it. I get nothing
until I go up but I go home and get potatoes and meat. I do nought after that but wash and go to
bed. I get laking about to or three hours. I don’t go to evening school ‘cause there is none about us.
I think I should go if there was one. Father is an ironstone getter and he works on this ground but
he is not working now because he has broken his arm fighting. He fell out with another man at the
tommy shop [beer house]. Mother does nought. Father and mother are supported by myself and his
two apprentices, Thomas and James Farren. One is going on 13, t’other in 11. The stay with father
until they are 21 and they live with us and earn 4s. apiece each.

_____________________

WELLS PIT.

[Depth 40 yards, horse gin, 4 hurriers.]

No.51. John Wardman, aged 12.
I have been at work upon this ground four years. I first began to drive “gin” and did that two

years and better then came down here and have continued to work ever since. I went to day school
two years. I go to Sunday School now and I can read but cannot write. Father is a sinker upon this
ground and he is always in work. Mother bides at home. She washes clothes and stuff or such like.
I got four brothers and sister besides me, one goes to the mill, one drives “gin” and two as lakes. I
set off from home at six in the morning and comes down about seven. I go between five and six
and I have never worked at night. I got this burn on my face by laking with gunpowder in the cabin
upon pit’s mouth. That was mischief. I had no business with it, I was sick for weeks. I was never
burnt in the pit by wildfire. I like to be a hurrier very well. I’d rather work up on ground ‘cause ‘tis
easier work. I hurry about 30 corves a day, sometimes more but ‘tis not always alike. The distance
we hurry is six, seven or eight score yards some less but ‘tis seldom we go more than ten score
yards because when he get as far as that we work back and sink another shaft.

No.52. Samuel Greenhough, aged 47.
I am an overlooker or bottom steward of the iron pits of the Byerly Company. We have about 15

altogether, all gin pits. I have been employed since I was five years old. I was a hurrier and getter
in the low bed or better bed until I was 22 years old. It was deal harder work for hurriers then than
it is now beacuse now we have not more than 11 or 12 yards to go off the main gate to the headings
and workings. Then we had between 20 and 30 and hurried without rails upon our hands and feet.
We have always stuck to the same hours which are from six in the morning to three, four or five at
night, seldom six but it all depends upon the colliers getting foreword. They get nearly the same
quantity in the better bed whether they work early or late. I cannot say that the men come regular to
work. Sometimes they lake a day or two to please themselves. We do not allow them here to send
the boys down to get to hurry in their absence, therefore if the men lake the boys lake. That
practice does not oblige them to get more next day. When the day is gone ‘tis gone. The general
conduct of the men towards the boys is pretty good. They are not allowed to fight them or ill use
them. They know if they do not suit each other they must part company. The boys have
opportunities of night schooling if they choose to attend but they often do not. They are certainly
ignorant as a body because when they come up from work they are more disposed to play than to
learn. Most of them attend Sunday Schools.

(Signed) SAMUEL GREENHOUGH.

_____________________



POWELL PIT

[Depth 93 yards, 9 hurriers, Black Bed.]

No.53. Hiram Stephenson, aged 15. June 4th.
I have been a hurrier ten years and more. I began when I was five years for Ben Man, in both

coal and iron stone pits. I got 2s. a week then. I get 8s.  6d. a week wages and 6d. master gives all
us boys in better bed. That is a gift and not considered wages. We may have it in small coals
instead if we like. I hurry about 34 corves a day. They weight 21/

2 cwt. each and we hurry then ten
score yards one side and five score the other. I come down to work at six in the morning after I
have had my breakfast and go up at five at night, all the year round. I bring my dinner down with
me (butter and cake and a bit of meat when I can get it, which is about once a week). I do not stop
to take it but eat while I am hurrying. I get tea to drink, sometimes coffee. I get nought sometimes.
When I go home at night I get treacle and cake for supper. I cannot read or write and I never went
to a day school or a night school but I go to Sunday School. There is a school very near my home
but I have no mind to go to it. The night school breaks up at nine o’clock. I got bed at eight that I
may get up for work in the morning.

____________________

INCLINE PIT, BYERLY COMPANY.

[Depth 57 yards, horse gin.]

No.54. James Booth, aged 36.
I am banksman here and have been employed eight years and better. I was a cart driver before

that. I have never worked as a collier or a hurrier. We have seven men down the pit ands six
children. I cannot read writing but I can read print a bit. I cannot write much excepting my own
name in some fashion. The people come to work at seven in the morning. They get their breakfasts
before they come and they get their diners at twelve o’clock, The horse is fed at twelve and it
generally gets an hour for that. The men do not stop as long as that, They generally get their
dinners in a few minutes. The last stop because they cannot work while the horse stops. We have
no change of horses at noon. The people come from the pit at five in the evening, winter and
summer. They all leave together, The boys are never left behind to work longer. We have no girls
in the pit and never have had any that I know of. We have one girl driving the gin which is the only
one in the ground and that is on account if her extreme poverty.

_____________________

WILSON PIT.

[Depth 60 yards, horse gin, Black Bed.]

No.55. Squire Hurst, aged 14.
I hurry corves for my father. I began when I was about 61/

2 years old. I never went so much to
day school. I cannot tell how long, I was a little ‘un. It was near 12 months or so. I go to Sunday
School at Oakenshaw. I live in North Byerly, close by. I can read the Bible. I am in the first class. I
can write a bit. Father is an ironstone getter and he does not go to Church or Chapel none so oft,
nor mother either. I have two sisters and they lake at home as they are not old enough to work. I
come down here at seven o’clock in the morning and go up at five. I never work at night. The men
behave very well to me and they never strike me I get my breakfast afore I come to work and at



40 minutes to take it sometimes an hour. I take it sometimes when I am thrusting but there is an
hour allowed for it and if I do not get it then I lake and get it afterwards when I’m agate
[employed]. I go to hear preaching on Sundays sometimes but there is not a Chapel within two
miles of us. I have never been hurt much in the pit only squeezed my fingers with the corves going
in and out. I was never burnt.

(Signed) SQUIRE HURST.

[I descended this pit and examined six hurriers, all healthy and well formed.]

_____________________

No.56. Saul Hauson, aged 9.
I have hurried two years and three months. I have hurried at six pits afore I came to this. I have

hurried first for our William and then our John, then for old Howson, now for Poster. I get 3s. a
week which I give to me mother. Father is a labourer in every day work. I never went to a day
school. I go to Wright’s Sunday School and learn a, b ab. I cannot read in Testament. I get three
lasses for sisters and six brother. Harry is in the pit, William is in the pit. John is in the pit, Ephraim
lakes, Reuben is here in bottom. I come down to work at seven o’clock in the morning and give
over at five. I lig away at four always. I lig away at four of Saturdays. I get my breakfast of
porridge or tea  for tea. I have my dinner at 12 o’clock when we stop at 12. Sometimes I get nibble
o’cake afore that. When it is not my turn to hang on I get a bit then and get to work again. The men
behave well to me and the never lay on me. I was never hurt except a bit of stone or coal falling
upon my finger.

[Descended this pit, found five hurriers, all healthy and well formed.]

____________________

WEIGH PIT.

[Depth 60 yards, horse gin, Black Bed, 3 hurriers.]

No.57. Joseph Hellewel, aged 10.
I have hurried in this pit better than two years. I get 5s. a week. I hurry for William Paget and

William West. The pay me once a fortnight. I hurry about 40 corves a day and the weigh 21/
2 cwt.

each. The distance is three score yards. I hurry myself and I keep on my shoes, trousers and
waistcoat. We do not wear belts, because we do not go off the rails. The bottoms are soft that we
have rails right up to the workings. I would rather work in the black bed for that reason. They have
more ages in the better bed. I should get 7s. a week there but nevertheless I would rather work in
the black bed. I did nought but go to day school afore I came her to work. I go to Sunday School
now. I can read in Testament but I cannot write. I never learnt to write. I come to work at seven in
the morning not oft at half past. I go up at five, sometimes after. I have stayed as late as six one
night. Tom’s watch went too slow. It kept agate standing [went only now and then]. Tom cheated
me o’ that hour. They behave well to me down here.

_____________________



Mr. JOSEPH STOCK’S ROYD PITS. Sewer, Tail End or Tunnel Pit.

[18 hurriers.]

No.58. Thomas Moorhouse. June 5th.
I do not know how old I am. I am a chance child, mother is dead also. I don’t know how long

she has been dead. ‘Tis better na three years. I began to hurry when I was nine years old for
William Greenwood. I was apprenticed and I lived with him. I don’t how long it was but it was a
goodish while. He was bound to find me victuals and drink and clothes but I never had enough. I
used to have porridge and treacle and water and sometimes dry cake and coffee. He gave me some
old clothes to wear but he never laid it out. The overseers bound me out with mother’s consent
from the township of Southowram. William Greenwood gave me a bed to lie upon. It was a chaff
bed. Henry Grimes slept with me. That was his nephew. His own lad slept with us. We used to lie
top o’ tick without getting anything else and had an old blanket and ragged sheet over us. I used
sometimes to go to bed sometimes at eight o’clock or nine and got up at five, had my breakfast and
went to work. We took dry cake with us nothing to drink. We eat that after we have hurried 10
corves or so at noon. We did not stop to eat it but did that as we hurried. We used to return from
the pit at five o’clock and then went home and got some porridge and sometimes cake and coffee. I
ran away from him because he lost my indentures for he served me very bad. He stuck a pick into
me twice in my bottom.

[Here I made the boy strip and found a large cicatrix likely to have been occasioned by such an
instrument which must have passed through the glutei muscles and stooped only short of the hip joint.
There were 20 other wounds occasioned by hurrying in low places upon and around the spinous processes
of the vertebrae from the sacrum upwards.]

He used to hit me with a belt and maul or sledge and fling coals at me. He served me so bad that
I left him and went about to see if I could get a job. I used to sleep in the cabins upon the pit’s bank
and in the old pits that had done working. I laid upon the shale all night. I used to get what I can to
eat. I eat for a long time the candles that I found in the pits that the colliers left over night. I had
nothing else to eat. The rest of the hurriers did not know where I was. When I got out in the
morning I looked for work and begged off people for a bit. I got to Bradford after a while and had a
job there for a month while a collier’s lad was poorly. When he came back I was obliged to leave. I
work here now for John Cawtherly. He  took me into this house and is serving me very well. I
hurry for him now and he finds me in victuals and drink. I hurry now 15 corves a day over 200
yards, sometimes 20, sometimes 30, that depends. If I hurried myself I should earn 5s. a week. I
never went to a day school. I used to go to Sunday School. I cannot read or write. I lost my finger
by a stone falling from the roof upon it.

No.59. John Cawtherly, aged 28.
I am a coal miner and was brought up as a hurrier. I was never apprenticed. I work on my own

account and employ one other getter and three hurriers. Neither of them are apprentices. One is
Thomas Moorhouse whom you have examined. and I have taken him, to live with me. I am a
married man and have two children. I took him in with me because I found him lying in a cabin
with nought to do and I asked him if he would have work. He begged me to give him work for the
day and returned at eight o’clock or nine o’clock at night. I had been drinking the night before and
did not go to work myself but there was work for him in the pit if he had liked to have gone
because the lads I employ were there a getting. I never knew the lad before I took him and knew
nothing of his character. I do not know his late master. We have masters in our pit that behave very
well to the lads but some men behave badly. George Scott at Clough Hole, behaves badly to his.
They are loose from him now having served their time. He has had one out of the bastille lately but
he has gone back again now but I cannot tell the reason. One of the men at our pit has got him now
on a months’s trial.

I am paid as all other colliers in this neighbourhood, by the score. I get 3s. a score and 6d. a
score for extra work such as getting shale out and faying (digging) the walls and roofs. We can
average in the black bed about 25 corves a day, that is 4s.  41/

2d. or 23s.  3d. a week of six days and
12 hours per day. Out of that I have to pay the hurrier 7s., a week leaving me with 19s.  3d,
deductions 1s.  6d., for candles but we seldom or ever work more than five days in the week of 12
hours a day. We could not do more because ‘tis hard work. When however shale falls I have
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ways are not more than 28 inches. All Mr. Stock’s gates are three feet. It would be better for men
and hurriers to if the gates were higher than three feet. The expense would fall on the master. There
is nothing in the character of the soil that would prevent it. Master may mine his gates four feet if
he liked, he could have to pay 16d. per yard in distance of four feet high and four feet wide besides
the coal getting. I cannot read or write.

No.60. Mr. John Ambler, aged 49.
For some years my attention has been drawn to the condition of the children working in the coal

mines of this neighbourhood, particularly as it regards the employment of girls which I have ever
considered as a great evil both in respect of their moral and physical welfare. I have been a resident
of Halifax and Ovenden for 30 years. and have always taken an interest in the Sunday School
education. I am, therefore, capable of forming an opinion as to the comparative difference of the
several classes of young labourers and am fully convinced that the miners are the most ignorant
and profane of all others. The reason of this I presume results from the want of inclination on their
parts and the extreme ignorance of their parents which cannot appreciate the advantages of
education on their offspring. The great which they are taken to work deprives them in a great
measure, the means of education as well as the early hours at which the labour is enforced. It is true
that they do not labour late hours at night and that some of them have the opportunity of attending
the night school. I think that if provision was made for their instruction it would still be necessary
to adopt extraordinary means to enforce it. The consequence of girls working in pits is that they
turn out deplorably in after life. I have known some whose characters have been worse than the
worst. They make bad wives inasmuch as that they appear degraded and dejected creatures and
bringing up their children in that state of ignorance and depravity in which they lived before them.
I know enough of the children employed in factories to be enabled to say that there is a striking
difference between them and young miners and that morally the latter are incomparably worse.

(Signed) JOHN AMBLER.

_____________________

BYERLY COMPANY’S ROUNDHILL PIT.

[Horse gin, depth 48 yards, 7 hurriers.]

No.61. John Sidebottom aged 7. June 7th.
I don’t know how old I am. I have hurried seven months. I hurry for my father. I went to day

school afore I came here and go to Sunday School now. I cannot read or write. I come down to
work at seven in the morning and go up at five o’clock. I get breakfast afore I come and bring my
dinner with me. I get that just as I want it.

[Descended this pit, found seven hurriers, healthy and well formed.]

_______________________

RUDDINGS PIT.

[Horse gin, depth 48 yards.]

No.62. Joseph Butterfield, aged 13.
I live a mile off from the pit. I have hurried down here better than six years. Father is a poster

[ironstone getter] and works in this pit with me. I hurry for him. I come to work at seven o’clock
and leave at five. I never went to day school. I go to Sunday school now. I never went before the
master took our names down and he has told me to go, all of us boys were told to go. We were told
in the counting house. I have never been hurt in the pit to lay up. I burnt my foot once at the fire
pan in the pit’s bottom [furnace]. I always wear shoes when I hurry and trousers to. I take off my
shirt.



BYERLY COMPANY’S CORNER PIT.

[Horse gin, depth 55 yards, 7 hurriers.]

No.63. Squire Lindley, aged 13.
I have been a hurrier three years about. I went to day school before I came down here and I go to

Sunday School I cannot read or write, aye, I can read a b c. I have not been more than a month or
so. I went ‘cause I had a mind to go. They told me to go down at the counting house when they
took my name down. They told all the rest of the boys to go. My father’s name is Bill Seed, my
mother’s name is Mary Lindley. She is now married to one Joseph Fletcher. I have three brothers
and sisters and they cannot read. Father-in-law is a shopkeeper and he sells all sorts of stuff. I come
to work at seven on the morning after I have had breakfast of tea and butter and cake. I bring my
dinner with me that is tea and buttercake. I get at 12 o’clock. I stop an hour for that at noon but I
get a nibble before that if I’m hungry. I lig away from pit at five o’clock, sometimes before and
often enough after as late as half past never after six. The men stop because we have not got the
work done. ‘Tis not my fault. ‘Tis that chap’s there [gin driver.] We call up to him often enough to
move on but he will na. He’s lazier than his horse. The horse would go but he will na. I was never
hurt in the pit, never burnt. There’s no damp here. I get 5s. a week wages. The men behave very
well to me.

[Descended the pit, found 7 hurriers, healthy and well formed.]

____________________

June 8th. - Descended Barnsley Pit in company with Dr. Southwood Smith and J. Saunders, Esq., Her
Majesty’s Commissioners, and examined a number of children.

____________________

HALIFAX UNION HOUSE.

No. 64. William Hollingsworth, aged 13. June 9th.
I have no father or mother. My father was a shoemaker and has been dead five years and my

mother seven. I lived with my sister at Crossfield six months after and rather better and then went
to the old workhouse. I was then apprenticed by the overseers of the parish of Halifax to Joseph
Morton, the brickmaker, in the township of Southowram, where I remained two years when he died
and I came here for a little while. Jonathan Oldfield, a collier, living in Bradshaw Lane made
application to the Board of Guardians for an apprentice. I was willing to work for him or anybody
else and went with him by consent of the Board of a trial for a month. If I had remained with him I
should have been bound until I was 21. I stayed with him for five days. He gave me porridge for
breakfast at half past five and then I went with his other two apprentices with whom I slept, to the
pit. Each of us took a cake and half for our diners. We had not time to stop and eat it but took it as
we hurried. The first night I worked in the pit which was last Thursday we remained until ten
o’clock at night and then all three came away together. The second night, Friday we stopped at
nine, the third night until half past eight and on the Monday until a quarter to eight. We had
nothing during the whole of those days but the cake and half each and nothing to drink. There was
no water that we could get in the pit bottom and they would not allow us to go up and drink. I was
very thirsty at time. My master never beats me but he cursed enough at me because I was not sharp
enough with the corves. I hurried without shoes one day but was obliged to put them on again
because the ground hurt my feet. The other apprentices told me that they worked until 10 and 11
o’clock at night regular. It was Mr. Joseph Stock’s Royd Pit that I worked in. I ran away from him
Tuesday morning because he worked me so late. I was so tired when I got home to his house that I
did not think I could stand it. After I left him I made application to come into the workhouse again.
I would rather work if I had a good master. I have been to day school and Sunday School and can
read and write very well. I heard my master say last Sunday to another man who looks after his



cow, that the four getters and three hurriers that he employs earns every day 14s. One of his
apprentices is a getter and the other a hurrier. Besides them he has three other getters.

(Signed) WILLIAM HOLLINGSWORTH.

I have heard the foregoing evidence of William Hollingsworth  read over and from my
knowledge of the lad believe it to be strictly true.

(Signed) W, DYER.
Master of Union House.

_____________________

June 10th. - Descended Mr. Waterhouses pit at Elland, accompanied by Dr. Southwood Smith and J.
Saunders Esq., two of Her Majesty’s Commissioners. Examined a number of children, all healthy and well
formed.

June 11th. - Entered Mr. Rawson’s Day Hole Pit accompanied by Dr. Southwood Smith and J. Saunders
Esq., two of Her Majesty’s Commissioners. Inspected a number of children, all healthy and well formed.

_____________________

Messrs. SPENCER’S COLLIERY, INGHAM LANE PIT.

[Depth 24 yards, Better Bed, horse gin.]

No.65. Thomas Crossland, aged 14. June 14.
I am hurrier for Cawthar. I was apprenticed to him when I was eleven years and half old. The

parish officers of Halifax bound me until I should be 21. They bought me a suit of clothes to begin
with. I live with Cawther. He found me in victuals and drink and what I earns he gets. I get enough
to eat. He allows me 1d. or 2d. a week for pocket money from him and 6d., every six weeks from
Mr. Spencer which I spend in cakes or anything. I never went to day school except when my father
was alive about seven years since. I go to Sunday School and can read in the Bible. I cannot write
but I’se learning. I come down here to work at half past six and after I have had my breakfast
porridge. I bring a cake for dinner which I eat down here. There is no time allowed for that. I take it
when I am hurrying. I leave at six. Our gate is better than 100 yards and three feet high. In some
places and out three quarters of a yard. Cawthar behaves to me in a middling way. He thrashes me
sometimes with his hand if I am not quick enough for work.

No.66. Betty Sutcliffe, aged 8.
I hurry for my uncle and have been down in the pit apiece of years. I don’t know what time I

come down in the morning, I go up sometimes at five or six. I don’t go up between times. I get my
dinner here while I am hurrying. I like to hurry very well. Father works here with me and brother
to. I don’t know how many brothers and sisters I have got. I cannot read and never went to day
school but I go to Ranter’s on Sundays. I work with my trousers and waistcoat and chemise on but
without shoes or stockings. My feet are hurt sometimes with the coals. They don’t bleed.

[Descended this pit, found seven boys hurrying and one girl, found them all healthy and well formed.]

______________________



Mr. SPENCER’S BRADSHAW LANE PIT.

[Depth 20 yards. better bed.]

No.67. John Sutcliffe, aged 11.
I hurried going in four years for William Slater in different pits. I hurry about 100 yards. Our

gates are about a yard and the bottom are very wet and rough. I am not appreciated none of our lads
are here. We have no lasses down here now but one works here but she’s gone home for the day
and her brother had taken her place. Her name is Mary Butterfield and she is between 11 and 12
years old and has worked three or four years for her father. We come to work at six and seven and
leave when we have done work, that is about five. We do not work every day of the week. We very
often lake on Mondays, nay, we never work harder for that on Tuesday. I hurry 25 corves every
other day that I do work and get 6s.  6d. a week. Father gets that always. I never went to day school
but I go to Sunday Schools. I cannot read and write. The men behave well to me and they never
thrash me. I hurry without shoes and stockings. I have never been hurt in the feet much.

[Descended shaft and found five boys (the girl has gone home), all were healthy and well.]

________________________

Messrs. LASSEY and WILCOCK’S COLLIERY, BRADSHAW LANE.

[Two pits, 1st., depth 19 yards 5 inches, 2nd., depth 10 yards, 2 hurriers.]

No.68. Thomas Mitchell, aged 13.
I am not an apprentice and have been a hurrier four years for William Mitchell. I don’t know if

he is related to me. I don’t know what you mean by uncle or cousin. I never went to day school or
Sunday School. I got no clothes to go in. I cannot read and wrote. I never heard of Jesus Christ and
I don’t know what you mean by God. I never have heard of Adam or know what you mean by the
Scriptures. I have heard of the Bible but don’t know what ‘tis about. I do not know what would
became of me hereafter of I am wicked. I have never been told. If I tell a falsehood or lie I tell a lie,
it may be good or bad but I don’t know the difference. Father’s name is John Mitchell and he is a
comber. He has got work every day. He does not go to Church or Chapel or mother either. I have
got seven brothers and sisters and none of them go. They have care of the house. I don’t know what
Sunday is. There are six days in the week. I get 5s.  6d. at the end of it. I remember now that there
is anther day. Father gets tipsy at Betty Bilser’s sometimes at other time he does not get his drink. I
don’t know why. I come to work at seven o’clock in the morning and about five I go home. I bring
my dinner with me and eat when I’m hurrying. Father nor mother never reads to us at home. They
don’t know their letter nor more na I.

[I examined three boys at the pit’s bank. The gin gear in such a sate of dilapidation and rottenness that I
literally feared a descent. I found five hurriers, stripped then and found all healthy and well but in a
socking state of ignorance. The above deponent is a sufficient illustration.]

No.69. Mr. James Wilcock, principle.
I have been coal proprietor 30 years in this district. We have one gin pit, one turn pit and one

day hole pit now in work in which there are about 12 men, 12 lads and 1 lass. The usual hours for
the people coming to work are from seven in the morning to about five at night. Their average
hours of work through the week are not more than eight. It is almost the universal practice of
colliers to lake the Monday and part of Saturday, some more than that, which is must against our
interest as we have to pay the banksman and gin drivers by the week as well as keep the horses
idle. I do not know how we could remedy it is as to bring about a regularity of working days. It
must be a Government law to do that. Sometimes our children work ten hours a day. I consider
eight hours enough for them, I do not think that in this country it would be practicable to have
shafts of children because they are scarce so many of them work in the mills, the men could not
afford to pay two sets either. The educational state of the children is very low. You will not find
five out of twenty that can read. You have examined Thomas Mitchell of the turn pit and express



children in this neighbourhood that have. There is a Sunday School in the village at which some of
them go but it does not advance them much in learning. It keeps them from idleness on Sunday and
doing mischief. It keeps them from beating the fields and destroying hedges but very few colliers
care much about it. If the government established day schools, it would do some good, that is, if
parents would send their children but I do not think they would unless they were obliged to.

(Signed)  JAMES WILCOCK.

_____________________

DAY HOLE PIT.

[3 boys and 1 girl.]

No.70. Anna Hoile, aged 12.
I hurry for Stephen Sutcliffe. I don’t know how long I have hurried but ‘tis nigh four years or so.

They call father James Hoile and he does nought and he has never done aught since I went into the
pit. He is crippled in his shackles [wrists] and knees. I don’t know what that was from. The parish
allows him nought but he has tried many times but they say they will give him nought but
grandfather may give him half-a-crown a week but gives him 2s. Grandfather has some houses and
rents some land. Mother combs and she has got work every day. I don’t know how much she gets a
week. I’ve got an odd sister, she does nought, she’s a little ‘un. I get 3s.  6d. a week, that with what
mother earns and grandfather allows is all we have got to live upon. I come to work at seven
o’clock and go home at different times, sometimes at six o’clock and other times five. I get
porridge in the morning before I come, I bring my cake with me and tea and cake when I get home.
I never get meat but seldom. I never went to day school but I began for the first time to go to
Sunday School yesterday. I cannot read. I have heard of God and Jesus Christ but I can’t tell who
that was. If I died a good girl I should go to heaven. If I were bad I should have to be burned in
brimstone and fire. They told me that yesterday at school. I did not know it before. I intend to go
again next Sunday. There are no girls in the pit with me. I do not like it so very well. I’d rather
work at top.

No.71. Henry Jowett, aged 11.
I don’t know how old I am. I don’t know what you mean by a birthday. I never went to school

long but I went a little while before I came to pit and then I did not want to stop at school but I
wanted to come to pit. I go to Sunday School and they teach me a, b, ab. I do not know who God
is, Jesus Christ is heaven and if I die a bad boy I do not know what will become of me. I have
heard of the Devil, they used to tell me of him at the every day school. Father does not go to
Church or Chapel on Sundays. He does nought but stop at home. I go to Chapel now on Sundays.
‘Tis not so long sin’ I began going. I had no clothes. Father works in delph. I don’t know how
many brothers and sisters I got but they call one Jack, another Anna, another Harriet and Ellison
and Jane and Elizabeth and meesel. I am apprenticed to Joseph Mayne. He works in the pit. I have
served one year and have ten more until I am twenty one. Father apprenticed me out. I live with
Joseph Mayne. He finds me in victuals and drink. He gives me plenty and a right good bed. I lig on
a chaff bed and a blanket and have a sheet, blanket and quilt to cover me. I come to work at half
past six, and go home at six and five.

[Entered the Day Hole Pit, gates 100 yards, height 30 inches, soft and wet bottom. Examined four
children, all healthy.]

______________________



Messrs. SPENCER and ILLINGWORTH’S.

[2 pits, depth 86 yards, black bed, 16 inch gates 300 yards, wet bad bottom, worked by gin horse.]

No.72. Mary Barrett, aged 14, June 15th.
I have worked down the pit for five years working in the next pit. I have 12 brothers and sisters,

all of them but one live at home. They weave and wind and hurry and one is a counter, one of them
can read, none of the rest can or write. They never went to day school but three of them go to
Sunday School. I hurry for my brother John and come down at seven o’clock about. I go up at six,
sometimes seven. I  not like working in pit but I am obliged to get a living. I work always without
stockings, or shoes or trousers. I wear nothing but my chemise. I have to go up the headings with
the men. They are all naked there. I am got well used to that and don’t care much about it now. I
was afraid at first and did not like it. They never behave rudely to me. I cannot read or write.

No.73. Ruth Barrett, aged 10.
I have hurried two and half years for my father and bit for Jimmy Sayers. I can’t read or write. I

go to Sunday School at Round Hill, not every Sunday. I don’t know what time I come down here in
the morning. I don’t know what time I come. I get my dinner of cake down here. I don’t know at
what hour. I eat it when I’m hurrying. When I hurry I do not wear trousers. I don’t know why. I use
to when I thrusted. I come down the pit in lining of old trousers which I take off. I wear an old
waistcoat and chemise. I hurt my feet with the stones in gate. The men do not behave bad to me. I
do not like working in the pit. I would not stay here if I could help it. I get 3s. a week.

[Descended this pit, depth 90 yards, good shaft, bad bottom, good roof, worked by gin horse, found five
hurriers, all healthy and well formed.]

____________________

Messrs. FOSTER and LASSEY’S CLEWES MOOR.

[2 pits, depth 70 yards, black bed.]

No.74. Sarah Jowett, aged 171/
2.

I have hurried in the pits for nine years, I used to hurry for John Man three years. I do now for
my father, The gate is 150 yards. I hurry 22 corves a day that distance. I have eight brothers and
sisters, five of them get wages by work. One sister works in t’other pit but she has not been at work
today. I do not like working in the pit at all because the gate is too low for me now. I am too big
and hurt my back. I cannot read or write. I don’t go to Sunday School. There is no school nearer
than a mile. I come to work between seven and eight and leave at different times from one to six.
Father draws my wages. I can men and sew pretty well, not much.

[This is one of the oldest girls that I have met. She is short and stout and healthy and so lamentably
ignorant and sullen that I could obtain little information from her. In this pit I found five hurriers all
healthy and well formed.]

No.75. Esther Craven, aged 14.
I have been a hurrier for Jos. Ibbotson all the time of five years. I am not apprenticed to him.

Mr. Foster always pays me my wages. If he did not I should get it from Ibbotson, sometimes
because he lakes for a week and would want the money for his self. I like working in the pit pretty
well. I would be rather be here in pit than do ought else. I like it better than nursing or any other
kind of work. I can mend and sew and mend stockings. If I did not, there would be nobody else to
do it for me, mother has been dead for two years. I have one brother a hurrier and a sister a hurrier
and a little one at home. Father is a weaver. He weaves a piece in nine days. I come to work here at
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dinner with me, a piece of cake. When I go home I get milk and meal sometimes potatoes. I do not
know when time I go home, sometimes at three, four, five and six. I hurry in trousers are legged
and a pair of old stays. The men never meddle with us. Joseph Ibbotson often brays [beats] us. He
was beating my sister when you come down. Never a lad  gets beaten by anybody else but him.
The other men schools him for it. I many a time hurt my feet hurrying. I get the skin off my leg
sometimes by the stones in the gate and with the rail ends when they are loose. A pick struck me
once and broke my finger. I cannot read and write. I never go to Sunday School because I have no
clothes fir to go in. I had a very bad mother. She used to go flitting very much [leave home], and
would not stop with my father, that obliged me to come into the pit to work with my sister for his
support. I come down the pit of my own accord. Mother come after me the pit’s mouth when I was
going down with a whip, but I was as keen as mustard and got out of her way. I have rued many a
time afore now for coming but I do not go now because I have got used to it. I never think nought
about being brayed a bit by the getters.

No.76. Harriet Craven, aged 11.
I am sister of Esther Craven. What made me cry when you came down was because Ibbotson

had been braying me. He flung a piece of coal as big as my head at me and it struck me on the
back. I have thrust for him three years. I cannot read or write. I do not go to Sunday School and I
never went in my life. I hurry in trousers, bare thighed.

[Descended two pit an found ten hurriers, examined their persons, all of them were healthy and well
formed. In the gate I met the deponent Harriet Craven, crying very bitterly. She informed he her getter
had beaten her very cruelly because she was then about to leave her work (five o’clock) before she had
hurried sufficient for his purpose. Both herself and her sister informed me that he was constantly in the
habit of ill treating them. The several marks upon their persons which they showed me, were sufficient
proofs of it.]

______________________

HALIFAX INFIRMARY.

No.77. Joseph Walker, aged 16. June 16th.
I am suffering from a broken arm and injuries of my head from falling into a pit of Miles

Bottomley’s last Friday. I am not a hurrier of collier but have worked at an engine makers for two
years. It happened that I was walking out with James Etherd and as I passed a shaft I saw a bird fly
out of a nest at the side of the shaft. I thought that there was nest and tried to take it. James took
hold of my hand. As I stooped they let go and I fell in, depth 33 feet. I don’t know what happened
after until I recovered myself at home and found that I was in bed. James ran away after some
people, who came with ropes and got me out. If I had been alone I must have died because t’was so
far off any housen that nobody could have heard me call. There was no rail round the mouth of the
pit or wall, to keep folks off. If there had been a wall I should not have tried to get the nest. The pit
has done working a good while. There are many other pits about open mouths.

[Another boy was lying in the same ward with a fractured arm and jaw from being drawn over the pulley
at Listerwick Pit by the carelessness of the engineer who is a young and inexperienced man. The nature of
the accident was such as to preclude may taking his evidence.]

_____________________



Mr. JOSEPH STOCK’S BROWN TOP PIT.

[185 yards deep.]

No.78. Elizabeth Jackson, aged 10. June 17th.
I have been hurrying a year or so. My father is a collier. I hurry for him. I hurry alone. I have

three brothers, one is a hurrier, the others do nought. Mother does nought but stay at home. I hurry
20 corves a day along 100 yards. I went to day school for about a year. I got to Sunday School
now. I can read but not write. The men and boys behave pretty well to me down here. I come to
work about seven o’clock in the morning but it is almost eight before we get to a heading. We
come out about five in the evening, sometimes at eight not often so late as that. I hurry with
breeches, barefoot. I wear a shirt and waistcoat.

No.79. Selina Ambler, aged 12.
I have hurried almost three years for my uncle Joseph. Father does nowt. He is poorly. He has

been had been poorly for a long time. Mother does nowt. I have four brothers and sisters. They all
go to the mill. I would rather go to the mill than hurry. My uncle could na get a hurrier nowhere so
I had no choice. I was obliged to come to him. I do not like it much. I used to give it up at first
because ‘twas so wet at feet. I can run very well myself. I hurry about 100 yards, 20 corves a day.
We use a belt and chain for about two score yards. I wear breeches and shirt, nothing else. The
boys never dare touch us, if they did my brother would “plump” [beat] then. If I wanted to relieve
myself down ther, I should do it in the old gate. I do it sometimes and the boys do not see me as
they go by. I get 5s. a week. My brother draws it from Mr. Stocks. I some time hurt my feet and
legs with coals and scale in the gate. Sometimes we run coves over them. My feet have many time
been bloodied.

_____________________

Mr. THOMAS HOLME’S SHUCKDEN PIT.

No.80. John Slater, aged 40.
I have been a banksman at this pit two years and a half. I have been a shaft sinker all my life

before. We have about 15 boys in the pit now but no girls now. We have had two up to 15 years of
age but they left about three months because they were too big. The colliers have told me that they,
some of them, were always lupping them about down there. I suppose t’was all their joke with one
another, I do not now whether ‘tis right to have girls here or not, they must get a living somewhere.
I have never had girls of my own down there. I don’t think I should much mind it. I am paid by the
week 25s. whether the colliers attend their work or not but that includes the services of my boy
who works with me. The boys all come to work at seven o’clock and leave at six generally. They
stop sometimes until seven if they are not forward. They get their cake at pit’s bottom. We stop the
engine about three quarters of an hour and the boys stop that time to.

[I descended this pit of 100 yards depth, found 15 hurriers, all healthy and well formed, works well
appointed, gates 200 yards, height 3 feet, seams (upper and lower) 16 inches and 22 inches.
One of the lads had a severe cut on his cheek which, on inquiry of his getter, I found to have been
occasioned by one of those acts of cowardice and cruelty frequently in the this district. He informed me
that the boys was one of the slow ones, that would only move when he saw blood, and that, by throwing a
piece of coal at him for that purpose, he had accomplished his object and this means he often adopted.]

No.81. Henry Moore, aged 14.
I am apprentice to George Scott and was put out by the overseers of Northowram township

when I was between six and seven years old and have to remain until I am 21. He finds me victuals
and drink and clothes. I have got enough and he is very good to me. ‘Tis many years since he
ligged [flogged] me. I never went to day school but I do go to Sunday School but cannot read or
write. Master gives me a good bed to lie on. I come to work at six o’clock in the morning and leave
at six seven, eight or nine at night, it just depends. I never work after nine. I get my dinner at noon
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[Entered this day hole pit, examined 11 boys and one girl. Gates 800 yards, height 3 feet, headings 18
inches, seams 16 inches, wet bottom, good roof.]

____________________

Messrs. AKROYD and SMITH’S NEW ROAD PIT.

[Depth 75 yards, 6 hurriers.]

No.82. William Shaw, aged 12. June 18th.
I have hurried three years for John Shaw, my father. I come to work in the morning at eight

o’clock and ten. I go out at five, sometimes four, never later. If I hurried for anybody else I should
get 5s. a week. When I’m at work I hurry 15 or 16 corves a day for about 200 yards. I cannot read
or write. I never went to day or Sunday School. I do nowt but lake on Sundays.

[I descended Mr. Samuel Hall’s Engine Pit close by which is a most dangerous and fearful one, from the
circumstances of their working two seams by the same shaft without the slightest protection at the bottom
of the first shaft to the mouth of the second. On alighting from a corve in the dark bottom you naturally
grope about for a footing and a shelter from falling coal and water. On the platform there is not more than
6 inches of foot room so that if I had not exercised the utmost caution a fall into the second shaft would
have been inevitable. The banksman refused to descend with me and gave me neither warning nor light,
not from wilfulness, but thoughtlessness.]

_____________________

Mr. ISAAC WOOD’S PINCHBACK PIT.

[Depth 50 yards.]

No.83. Thomas Smith, aged 50.
I have been banksman two years a piece and before that I was a collier and began working in a

pit when I was short of six years of age. I have five children hurrying in the pit you have been
down. The youngest is going on eight. We have no lasses now. We have had but it happens now
that we have lads enough without them. My opinion with regard to taking girls in the pit is that it
leads to immoral habits and propensities but the trade and condition of the people is so bad then
they have no other employment for them. I have often known of acts of uncleanness between them
and the older boys. The moral state of the boys and men to, the generality of them colliers, is very
carnal and profligate the result of their extreme ignorance which is only to be remedied by
imparting to them early knowledge in Sunday and day schools. There are Sunday Schools in the
village but the parents do not take advantage of them wither from their being unable to provide
their children with clothing or other cause. If day schools were established, or night schools in our
neighbourhood, they would consider it a great privilege but they cannot afford to pay for it
themselves. I do not think the average of working hours of children too long or think that a shift of
hands would be of any advantage to them. With regard to the Sunday and night schools, I can
speak experimentally for it was here that I received the rudiments of education and the principles of
religion which, by the blessing of God, has led to piety.

(Signed) THOMAS SMITH.

[Descended this pit and examined 6 boys, found them healthy and well.]

_____________________



No.84. Luke Brook, aged 49. Junes 21st.
I am one of the stewards of the Low Moor Company’s Colliery. The pits that come under my

superintendance are the Taylor, Stone Park, Highfield Raws, Park Lees, Seeds, Wayhouse Lane,
Soldier Green, Junction, Westfield, engine pits. In these are employed a large number of lads and
men, no girls or women except upon the banks who are called trub pickers. The ages of the lads
vary from six to eighteen. I consider them all healthy, none are defective that I know of. The
educational condition of these boys I consider to be very bad, more than I could have believed,
although we have schools in the neighbourhood and place, as well as night schools free of expense.
I can read, write and cipher myself. I had no education of any sort in my youth but acquired what I
know after I was married and should not have been what I am if I had not, I can therefore
appreciate the value of education to children. The deficiency I attribute entirely to the ignorance of
parents who do not know its value. We have occasional accidents from carelessness. One occurred
on out grounds last week by the neglect of one of the men who while bringing a boy from below by
the turn wheel, his attention being drawn to a procession [funeral] that was passing, turned the boy
over the roller and sent him to his account. The lad died in four hours. In my time many accidents
of this sort have occurred. They sometimes occur from defective machinery which I consider
unpardonable in proprietors of works who for the value of £5 more or less, neglect to remedy it. I
do not mean to say that it is the case at Low Moor. I have the management and overlooking of the
machinery of the before mentioned pits myself and if I find anything out of order it is my fault if it
is not remedied. I have had 10 children, none are in the pits not because I dislike their working in
them but beacuse I lost my eldest by an accident and I object to the risks they run. Some people
have a notion that our pits because the seams are thin, cannot be worked without children, but I
deny this. If the gates were high enough men could do as well but the question is what would
become of the children. I think they are brought to the pits in many instances much too early in life.
Eight ought to be the lowest age at which they should be admitted and eight hours the greatest
number that the ought to work. Our day wage men and children never work beyond that but the
piece work boys remain 10 hours. The men do not, the reason is that the boys cannot hurry as much
as the men get in the same time. The men take it turn about to see the boys out after. I am not
aware of the number of hours the boys work in other districts but I repeat that it is too bad to keep
them beyond eight. I have not given the subject of shifts or changes of hurriers sufficient
deliberation as to be enabled to give an opinion. The children are not scarce, the difficulty would
lie with the men, they are peculiar in their habits and practices. I have taken some pains to bring
them into more regular habit and have succeeded to some extent as they were very bad before.

(Signed) LUKE BROOK.

[Descended Engine Pit, 78 yards, Raw’s Pit, 90 yards, engine, Byewater Gin Pit, 89 yards and Park Lees
Gin Pit, 20 yards. Examined 41 hurriers, all healthy and well.]

_____________________

No.85. Martha Wood, aged 16.
I worked in Joseph Stock’s Steans Pit between five and six as a thruster and hurrier. When I had

worked three years, one day when I was in gate George Cawther overtook me. He could not stop
his corve in time and therefore run over me and hurt my back. I complained at the time but
continued to work between two and three years after. The pains in my back and hip continued to
increase until it got so bad that I could not go on no longer. My mother took me out of the pit and
then master gave me a recommendation to go to the Infirmary. I was there four months under the
care of Mr. Jubb who brought me here to you. My father is a collier and worked all in the same pit
as me. I have nine brothers and sisters, four of them are now hurriers and getters. I had a sister who
hurried with me. She left the pit at 171/

2 years old and is now working in the mill. I like hurrying
very well. I do not know what I got a week as I hurried for my father.

[This girl was brought to Mr. Jubb, the surgeon at the Infirmary as an example of the occasional accidents
that are met with by girls of a tender age in the pits. She was suffering from posterior and lateral curvature
of the vertebrae and disease of the hip joint.]

No.86. Sarah Wood, mother of the above, aged 43.
I am the mother of Martha Wood. My husband is a collier and works for Mr. Stocks. We have
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on oatmeal and half of mutton between us a week. Then we get bacon and potatoes, sometimes we
brew a drop of ale. My husband has never had an apprentice until now that he has taken one from
the bastille on trail. He has been with us a month on Wednesday. He is 14 years old and will be
bound to us if he should like it until he is 21. John Whitworth is an apprentice to John Lawson, in
the same pit with my husband. He ran away from his master last Wednesday noon and got into the
old workings. He remained there two days and two nights. I don’t know what had to live on in that
time except his master’s coffee and cake which he took away with him. He was discovered by one
of the other boys who heard him yesterday. I don’t know whether he was brought out but he must
come out or be pinned [starved]. He came from the bastille in Lancashire with his master who is a
Lancashire man. I don’t know whether the master had been flogging him or not. I think he is a bad
boy.

______________________

REPORT by WILLIAM RAYNOR WOOD, ESQ., on the Employment of
Children and Young persons in the Collieries and Iron Works of the District

adjacent to the Towns of Bradford and Leeds and on the actual State, Condition
and Treatment of such Children and Young Persons.

_____________________

TO HER MAJESTY’S COMMISSIONERS.

GENTLEMEN,
The collieries and iron works of the district adjacent to the towns of Leeds and Bradford are

made the subject of a separate report because, though forming only a portion of the mines
comprehended in the West Riding of Yorkshire, they appear to have such marked points of
difference from the mining districts adjoining the towns of Wakefield, Dewsbury &c., that the two
could not conveniently be described in common. What the points of difference are I have already
stated to you. One of the most important may again be stated here, that is not the custom in the
district which is the subject of this report, to employ female children underground. Exceptions are
to be found, but they are very rare.

I shall proceed therefore to report upon the collieries and iron works adjacent to the towns of
Leeds and Bradford, stating first the information obtained upon each of the heads of investigations
to which the attention of the Sub-Commissioners was directed, and giving, secondly, a more
general sketch of the result of my inquiry.

Before doing this, however, it may be as well to state the course pursued in making the
investigations. I very early perceived that sound knowledge of the condition of children must be
found upon extensive examinations of the children themselves and of adults who had passed
through the labour in childhood. It appeared to me also very important to ascertain the ordinary and
general condition of the children, rather than search in the first instance of any special or
extraordinary cases of ill treatment of suffering, or neglecting, however as a separate and
subsequent branch of the investigation, or search for such special cases of ill treatment or suffering.
It appeared to me that this was the only principle upon which a faithful and honest picture of the
condition of the children could be obtained. With this view I adopted the plan, in each
establishment which I visited, of taking at random some particular mine or coal pit, and of
examining, seriatim, in private, every child and sometimes every adult, employed in it. It appeared
to me that in this way a fair knowledge of the average condition of the children could best be
obtained. That I avoided all risk on the one hand, it seemed to be impossible that cases of injury or
ill treatment could on the whole be concealed. neither did I fail to make ample inquiry from other
sources as to the existence of cases of a character different from those which were thus brought
under my own observation.

The minutes of evidence are of course the criterion how far the plan I have now stated was well
carried into effect. I have only further to say that I most anxiously endeavoured to elicit the truth,



investigation on the one hand every alleged evil and enduring on the other to avoid the dangerous
error of giving under colouring to any particular portion of the picture, favourable or otherwise.

I now proceed to the separate heads of the investigation.

I - AGES AND NUMBER OF CHILDREN.

Seven to nine may be stated as the general age at which children are sent to work though
instances are by no means unfrequent of their beginning between six and seven. The rule for the
period at which they shall begin evidently is, their having attained a degree of physical strength
which will enable them to earn wages. An accession to the weekly amount of the aggregate wages
of the family is a temptation to the operative which outweighs every consideration short of visible
and immediate injury to the children. The advantages of instruction, of education, or of better
physical development, do not influence him because they are all above the standard to which he is
accustomed. To direct injury or ill treatment of his children he would not submit. The number of
children in the district which I have examined cannot be stated with accuracy in consequence of the
great number of scattered mines from some of which no returns have been made. The number of
children and young persons employed in mines according to the returns received up to the date of
this report in the district adjacent of the towns of Leeds and Bradford is :-

Children 1758
Young Persons 909
Total 1667

to which an equal number may, upon a careful calculation, be added in round numbers for those
mines the proprietors of which have made no returns, making an estimated total of better than three
thousand children and young persons.

II - HOURS OF WORK.

It is by no means easy to state definitely the hours of employment, as the habits of labour of a
mining population differ so entirely from the precision and regularity with which the periods of
work are fixed in factories. Where a large sunk capital is employed, the number of hours and
minutes in the day during which the capital can be made available, is a point materially affecting
the profit of the employer and to which, therefore, his attention is actively and minutely directed. In
coal and in iron mines, on the contrary, the sunk capital is trifling and consequently so much
stimulus with regard to the hours of labour exists. The adult miner is therefore left to follow his
trade very much at the hours most agreeable to himself, controlled only by the necessity of
performing within the week the amount of labour necessary to maintain himself and his family. A
certain degree of uniformity in the hours of labour is of course established by convenience and
receives the force of custom, and no miner, probably, would retain his situation who materially or
frequently departed from such custom. Again, some check or regulation of the hours of labour is
not unfrequently attempted by the masters* whose influence in the matter if is course considerable
when they see any motive for exerting it. Still it is the convenience and inclination of the operative
rather than the interest of the employer, which decides in the hours of mining labour what the
custom shall be. The custom varies materially in different neighbourhoods and different
establishments. hence the difficulty of giving any definite statement upon the subject.

Upon the whole, the most usual hours of labour may be stated to be to begin from six or seven
in the morning and leave off from four to six in the afternoon†

*As in the case at Low Moor Iron Works where, in order to guard against a practice very injurious to the habits of the operatives of
occasionally drinking early in the week and working very long hours in the latter part of it. It is a regulation that all work shall be

peremptorily stopped at six in the evening thus compelling the miners to distribute their labour equally throughout the week. Regulation
somewhat similar prevail in other establishments.

†In some of the pits near Leeds the hours of both coming and leaving off are rather earlier than this particularly the latter and the total
hours of labour are one the whole, therefore rather less.



In the hours of leaving off the same individuals will vary considerably on different days and
instances are in no means uncommon of stopping work much earlier than four o’clock. Again, not
much less than a day a week upon average (often Monday) is taken by the colliers as absolute
holiday. This time is chiefly sent by the adults in intemperance or in recovering from the effects of
it, or sometimes in mere physical repose. By the children it is passed on play or idleness. From half
past six to five, or ten hours and  a half a day, for five days a week, with the deduction of whatever
time may be occupied in meals is, on the whole, the greatest extent that I think can be assigned to
the hours of labour. And it must be observed that the hours are specified are those for the descent
into to the pit in the morning and that the time passed below ground and independently of meal
times, does not appear to be spent in continuous unremitting labour.

From this it appear, that the total weekly hours of labour are decidedly less than was the case in
factories prior to the recent changes introduced by the Factories Regulation Act.

The custom of working overtime does not prevail in mines. From causes already detailed
regarding hours of work, there is no inducement to do so. A restriction of day work, however, to
between the hours of five in the morning an six in the evening, would merely be putting into
general force a regulation already in many cases practically adopted. (Evidence of Luke Brook,
Steward, Low Moor No.4 and James Sharp, Steward, Bowling, No.36.)

With regard to night work, in a large proportion of the mines it does not exist, and where it does,
it is of very occasional occurrence. The operatives prefer working in the day and will not work at
night without additional inducement in some form or other and as the wages of labour constitute so
large a proportion of the entire cost in mining operations, it is not, generally speaking, the interest
of employers to resort to night work. Hence it is rarely and under special circumstances, that they
resort to it. (Evidence of Thomas William Embleton, agent, Middleton, near Leeds, No.77.) There
are two points which seem to render night work less objectionable, in the case under inquiry, than
perhaps it generally is. First, that it is never of more than occasional recurrence with the same
individuals. Secondly, that it is merely confined to the male sex and might be wholly so and is
therefore less liable to be the serious moral evils of night work. Without giving any opinion as to
the propriety, as a general rule, of working children in the night, I feel bound to state, that I have
been unable to discover, in the system of night work existing in the mines of the district which I
examined, any amount of evil calling for legislative remedy. (Serious objections to abolishing night
work, detailed in the evidence of Thomas William Embleton, No.77. Children do not seriously
object to night work in the degree to which it at present prevails. Evidence of witnesses Nos.81, 82,
85, 93.)

With regard to circumstances of occasional occurrence rendering labour more oppressive at one
period than at another. I am not aware that more than two points can be stated. First, the chance of
the miners working irregularly, through intemperate habits which has been already referred to and
which, generally speaking, is resisted by the employers. Secondly, a greater demand for coals in
winter than in summer but I did not discover that this acted injurously upon the children, which
may perhaps arise from the fact that the adults will not, for their own sakes, do more than a certain
amount of work in the week and that the labour of the children is dependent upon that of the adults.
Upon the whole, therefore, I do not consider that the labour of the children can be regarded as more
oppressive at one period than anther.

III - MEALS.

What has been said as to irregularity, an absence of uniformity, as to hours of work is at least
equally applicable with regard to meals. The collier acts, in this respect, just as it pleases him and
the habits of the child must more or less conform to the habits of a hour for dinner. The more
general practice of coal miners is not to cease working for more than a quarter to half an hour. It is
in no case the custom to leave the pits for meals and the time and labour involved in drawing up
and letting down the operatives, of whom not more than two, or at the outside three, can ascend or
descend together, presents an insuperable obstacle to such an arrangement. (Objections to hand
leaving the pit at dinner time are detailed in the Evidence of Thomas William Embleton, No.77 and
Charles Hardy, Esq., No.1).

The nature of the employment considered it is not clear that any different would be desirable.
The object of the collier, after descending into the mine, is to complete his days work and to return
at as early an hour as practicable to the surface, a proceeding involved involving for more trouble
than it would be desirable to encounter twice a day. A somewhat tedious transit to the month of the



with the counter operations of undressing and descending, the limits of any ordinary meal time
would be totally inadequate. But as regular stoppages for meal times are less practicable than in
factory labour, for example, so they are happily much less necessary. The labour of the children
employed in mines is not sedentary, it involves no want of air or exercise and short periods of
relaxation are not unfrequent. Besides, it is the universal practice for the children to breakfast
before leaving home and to have a good supper after their return at night so that two meals in the
day are taken with whatever of comfort home may afford.

There is, generally speaking, a hut at the mouth of each pit with a good fire for miners and
children to change their clothes, but with no accommodation for washing, as it would be a matter
of trouble and expense to convey water to such situations. As already stated, however, washing,
upon reaching home in the evening, is universal.

It does not appear that the time for meals allowed to children, is at all less than that taken by
adults. If anything, it would seem be rather the other way but it is impossible to speak with
precision upon a point where no uniform rule prevails.

Nothing is required from the children in cleaning or keeping in order machinery.

IV - NATURE OF EMPLOYMENT.

With the exception of the very trifling employment of opening and shutting trap doors, the
entire labour of the children employed in mines consists in drawing or thrusting, along rail or tram
roads, small waggons of coal, from the places where the miners happen to be working to the
bottom of the shaft whence the waggons are raised to the surface by horse or steam power. This
operation is technically called hurrying, and the children engaged in it hurriers.

There is one special feature of the occupation from which the health of the children may be
liable to injury. The lowness of the passages in which their work is carried on, compelling them to
use more or less a stooping posture. The liability of injury depends naturally upon the degree of
lowness, which varies greatly in different mines. What degree of injury actually results from it in
the district which is the subject of this Report will be best considered under the head of “Physical
condition.” With this general exception there is no branch of work specially unfavourable to health
carried on either by children or adults.

V - STATE OF THE PLACE OF WORK.

There is nothing unhealthy in the state of the mines which I personally visited, nor could I learn
from any source anything unhealthy is attributed to any of them. There is nothing certainly
offensive in the state of drains, privies &c. (That is to say, as for as the mines are concerned. The
case is very different with respect to the houses of the miners.) There is occasionally some
dampness in particular parts of the mines and it was stated to me by an eminent surgeon in
Bradford, (Evidence of William Sharp, Esq., F.R.S. No.60), that cases have come within his
knowledge, of latent scrofula being excited from this cause. I did not, however, in the extensive
examinations which I took of the children, find any trace of illness or complaint of this description.
(One adult collier stated to me that his health had been injured by working in the wet but this was
“a particular job” when he was twenty three years of age. Evidence of Benjamin Alcock, Low
Moor No.30.)

I was unable to discover, ether from the evidence of children or of adults who had been
employed in mines from their youth upwards, or of medical men familiar with the mining
population (Evidence of A Muir, Esq., surgeon, Bradford, No.75. Evidence of H.A. Illingworth,
Esq., surgeon, Bradford, No.76.), that any injurious effects arise to the children from exclusion
from daylight and open air during the time they are employed in the mines.



VI - ACCIDENTS.

These appear to occur in the following ways:-
First, the most serious and fatal from explosions of firedamp or from the falling in of the roof of
the pit.
Second, from falls on ascending and descending the pit, generally serious when they occur.
Third, from accidents with coal waggons from boys riding on them for amusement.

The diminution of accidents cannot probably be carried to the extent of preventing them
together, but the degree of frequency depends wholly upon the amount of skill and attention
applied to the subject.

Accidents under the first two heads may arise from the absence or inefficiency of the proper
arrangements on the part of the employer. They may also arise from the want of proper care on the
part of the workman for much depends upon him which is out of the province and beyond the
control of the master. The attention of the master seems, generally speaking, to be to a considerable
extent alive to the importance of the subject but there appears to be amongst the workmen much of
the rashness which results from ignorance. It is difficult to speak with certainty and I am fearful of
saying anything which may have the possible effect of relaxing vigilance on either side, but I am
inclined to believe that accidents at present occur from the carelessness of the workman more
frequently than from the neglect of the employer and I unhesitatingly recommended as the best
safeguard against accidents the improved education for the workmen.

No accidents occur from cleaning machinery whilst in motion.

VII - HOLIDAYS.

Beyond Christmas Day and Good Friday, there are not stated holidays. As already mentioned,
however, under the head of Hours of Work, the children have, on the average, not less than one
unoccupied day in the last week, besides a fair proportion of time for recreation and play in the
evenings and they avail themselves of these opportunities to a considerable extent form engaging
in the healthful games of cricket, nor and spell and football. This they are  fortunately enabled to
do from the circumstance of there being generally in the neighbourhood of mines a good deal of
waste land. I apprehend, that both in the periods they have relaxation, and in the facilities which
they thus have for taking it in the most favourable manner, children engaged in mines had a
decided advantage over the factory population of towns and I am inclined to think that the
consequences upon their general condition are most important and beneficial. (A reference to the
examinations of the children will show how generally they partake of the amusements stated here.)

VIII - HOURS AND WAGES.

The children are generally hired by the adult whom they assist, not by the master. The terms
upon which they are hired are determined by the adult whom they assist, not by the master. The
contracts are made by the parents in the first instance, but by degrees more and more by the
children. The contracts made may be considered disadvantageous to the children, inasmuch as they
are made in nineteen cases out of twenty with reference to two considerations only, the amount of
wages which can be earned and the physical capability of the child to earn them, overlooking
altogether two other most important conditions, the mental improvement of the child and the
propriety (with a view to its permanent physical health through life) of its being worked to the
extent that its strength, under the influence of the elastic spirit of youth, will actually bear.

The contract is further disadvantageous to the children in many cases, from the parent laying out
upon the child a less sum that he receives for its labour and applying the surplus to his own
purposes, generally those of intemperance.

The wages of the children and young persons the general average of the whole of the returns
received are as follows:-



Children Children wages per week week
£ s. d. s. d.

From 5 to 6 years of age 1 0 2 6 2 6
From 6 to 7 8 1 0 0 2 6
From 7 to 8 30 4 0 6 2 8
From 8 to 9 75 11 6 5 3 0
From 9 to 10 123 21 6 0 3 5
From 10 to 11 161 32 6 6 4 0
From 11 to 12 160 36 16 2 4 7
From 12 to 13 191 51 2 9 5 4

749
Cases for which return of wages
is omitted 9
Total 758 (Total previously given)

From 13 to 14 years of age 223 71 3 0 6 4
From 14 to 15 196 70 9 0 7 2
From 15 to 16 196 76 19 0 7 10
From 16 to 17 147 63 9 6 8 7
From 17 to 18 141 72 5 3 10 3

903
Cases for which the return of
wages is omitted 6

Total 909 (Total previously given.)

The wages are sometimes paid by the master, more commonly by the adults whom the children
assist. They are paid sometimes to the parents or guardians, sometimes to the children to he handed
over to then, less frequently to the children for their own account. That are paid occasionally by the
piece, more generally by weekly wages.

IX - TREATMENT AND CARE.

I do not find that the exertions of the children at their work are encouraged or enforced by any
severe treatment, nor do I find any serious complaint amongst the children upon this head. The
influences used may be stated to be:-

First, the fear of being dismissed and of consequent punishment from parents.
Secondly, very frequent personal exhortion or reprimand, often delivered in very violent
language.
Thirdly, but by no means commonly, slight personal chastisement.

Upon the last head I made very particular inquiries, but could not learn from the children whom
I examined, that it was used commonly, wantonly or without some valid cause of complaint. It may
be observed, in the first place, that the labour is not so severe as to render corporal punishment
necessary to enforce attention to it and secondly, that the parents, through sufficiently inattentive to
the interests of their children at some points, would strongly resent their being beaten. In fact. the
children are in a very independent position and they, or their parents for them would change their
employers rather than submit to any ill treatment. It may be observed, that in the largest
establishment in the district, the Low Moor Iron Works, the beating of children is strictly forbidden
and any man guilty of it is discharged, or at least suspended for a time.

No system of reward for exertion appeared to be anywhere practised.
With regard to the care of children after they finished their daily labour, the subject is in many

instances never thought of. In many others some interest in it is felt by the employers, without
producing the slightest practical result. The only practical measure taken that I am aware of with a
view to the welfare of the children after they have finished their daily labour, is the provision, in
one or two cases, of night schools, which, however, are not attended by more than a most trifling
proportion of the children and young persons employed. An exception may perhaps be made in
reference to the general measures of the welfare of the work people adopted at the Middleton
Collieries near Leeds, which will more particularly mentioned hereafter.

In justice to the employers, it must however be stated, that indifference upon the subject of care
of the children seems to be greater amongst the parents than amongst the employers. That very
little can be done by the employers without the cordial co-operation of the parents and that what



measures are adopted by the employers seem to fail of effect through the want of such co-
operation.

It may further be stated that, from the circumstances detailed under the head of Holidays, the
absence of care for the children when they have finished their daily labour operates less
periodically than might have been supposes, that they fortunately possess considerable means of
healthful and harmless out door recreation, and therefore stand in less need of care and special
attention than children less happily circumstanced in this respect.

X - PHYSICAL CONDITION.

The physical condition of the children who are the subject of this inquiry is, at the least, equal to
the average of other children in the same neighbourhood. They possess a greater share of the spirits
and activity, the result, I apprehend, of their employment being active, and of their obtaining,
independently of it, a fair share a par with children engaged in agricultural labour, and, judging
from appearances, decidedly superior to the neighbouring factory population.

In external appearance the children are healthy, robust and, excepting in stature, well formed.
In stature there is an appreciable difference, from about the age at which the children begin to

work, between children employed in the mines and children of the same age and station in the
same neighbourhood not so employed and this shortness of stature is doubtless to be found in the
confined position in which it is necessary to work.* The perfect healthiness of the children at every
other point leads me to think that it does not arise from excess of labour, but merely from the
position in which the labour is performed.

As to food, the number of meals, and the quality and quantity of food at each meal, are perfectly
adequate to maintain the health and strength of children in constant labour. On yhis head certainly
no complaint can be made. Whether the time allowed for eating in the middle of the day is ample,
is a point to which I have already diverted under the head of Hours of Work and on which I do not
feel able to speak without hesitation but I could discover no bad effects resulting from the present
practice.

As to clothing, there is considerable difference, according to the habits of the mother of the
family and also, perhaps according to neighbourhoods, the children seeming to be on the whole
better clothed in those neighbourhoods where there is a  large proportion of the middle and upper
classes. The connection between these circumstances is, perhaps, to be traced in part to the greater
activity in Sunday School education, which the presence of a large proportion of the middle classes
produces. Respectability of dress being generally enforced upon the children who attend Sunday
Schools. The larger proportion of children have two suits of clothes and are respectably dressed on
Sundays.

With regard to clothing in the week days, there is not the tidiness which could be wished but I
could not discover that the health of the children at all suffers from insufficiency of clothing.

As to cleanliness, the custom seems universally prevalent and perfectly established, of a
thorough washing upon arrival at home at night at lest of those parts of the body which have been
exposed during the days labour. Cleanliness of person and decency of attire are also enforced upon
those who attend Sunday Schools and attendance there during some period of childhood is almost
universal. Beyond this there is no encouragement is given to neatness and cleanliness and the
houses of the miners, and the places adjoining them, are generally speaking, lamentably deficient
in these respects. In defence of the miners, however, it may be stated, that much of this is
attributable to the generally bad and defective contruction of the cottages. It would be a material
step towards improvement were the owners of mining property to direct their attention to the
construction of a better class of dwellings, nor does there seem to be amongst the operatives or at
least amongst a portion of them, any indisposition to avail themselves by the means of living in
better houses were such means within their reach.

The amount of sickness prevalent amongst the children who are the subject of this Report is
very trivial, and they are not subject to any peculiar diseases. Their general health appears to be
extremely good.

*Since this was written I have heard a different explanation of the shortness of stature of the mining population which I am permitted
to mention by the kindness of a brother commissioner, Mr. Symons, that it is caused by the absence of light.



But whilst both the child and the adult miner appear to be in excellent health, and to be
remarkably free from disease (Evidence of David Hamer, Low Moor, No.32. Evidence of Luke
Brook, Low Moor No.4. Evidence of the Children and Adults, passim.), it nevertheless appears that
their labour at least that of the adult miner, is in its general result and in the extent to which it is
pursued, of a character more severe than the constitution is properly able to bear. It is rare that a
collier is able to follow his calling beyond the age of from forty to fifty and then, unless he be
fortunate enough to obtain some easier occupation, he sinks into a state of helpless dependence.
Better habits with regard to temperance might diminish but would not remove this evil and the
existence of this fact, in despite of the general healthiness of the collier population, gives rise to the
question whether, apart from all considerations of mental and moral improvement, a fatal mistake
is not a present committed in employing children of tender years to the extent that their strength
will bear, instead of giving opportunity by short hours of labour for the fuller and more perfect
physical development which would better fit them to go through the severe labour of their after
life.

XI - MORAL CONDITION.

I have carefully examined into the moral condition of the children, I find that, beyond Sunday
School instruction, no provision is made for their religious instruction and moral training and that
attendance at Sunday Schools for some portion of the period of childhood is almost universal but
that is is only to a very partial extent continuous and uniform. That it is the general practice in
Sunday Schools not to attempt to convey secular instruction beyond reading and that usually it is
the custom to conduct the children to public worship either weekly or monthly.

Before entering the mines some of the children attend days schools for a short period, but the
methods of instruction pursued are of the lowest possible kind and no instruction of given to the
girls in needle or other household work. No provision is made for training the children in moral
habits, for affording them religious knowledge, or for exercising them in the practice of religious
duties.* Cases of children employed in the mines who have attended schools of a better description
are occasionally to be found, but they are so few as to be the exception, not the rule.

After entering the mines, a few of the children, forming, however, a portion of the whole quite
insignificant, attend night schools, where some efficient instruction is communicated in reading,
writing and accounts. In fact, almost the only secular instruction worthy of the name is
communicated through this channel, or in a few special cases by Sunday-school education, or by a
combination of the two.

No industrial schools exist in which it is attempted to communicate to the children any
knowledge of the principles of the machinery and implements employed in the manufacturing
processes, or in their own particular trade, or which tend to fit them for any other employment.

The expense of school attendance, like the instruction communicated, is trifling. The money is
paid by the parents, though a good deal is done by one or two of the larger mining establishments
towards lowering the rate of payment. As already stated, however, the children generally do not
receive school education at all and where they do it is almost always quite inefficient.

I fear that a leading cause of this state of things is indifference on the part of the parents.
Destitute of instruction themselves, they do not feel it incumbent upon them to provide for the
education of their children and though a certain vague desire for their advancement may generally
be recognised, it is rarely sufficiently strong to call forth the slightest active exertion on the subject.
To feed. and generally speaking, to clothe his children, is looked upon by the working man as a
duty which must be discharged. To educate them differs distant, uncertain, visionary advantages,
which he might be glad of they obtained, but which he does not feel it necessary to incommode
himself to procure for them.

These views, unfortunately, often prevail where, through the opportunities afforded by the
higher classes the education of the child would involve very little pecuniary outlay to the parent.
To this indifference of the subject of education selfish considerations are very frequently
superadded, and the parent will rarely entertain the idea of foregoing the advantage of the receipt of
the wages of the child. Poverty can scarcely be stated as a ground for the inattention of the parents
on the subject of education, as the wages of this district, at least if sobriety and good management
were more prevalent, would amply suffice for this and every their needful expense of the working



man’s family. (See examination of Mary Anne Lund and Bannister Lund, Nos. 70 and 71 and
evidence of Mr. Isaac Baxandale No.62, second examination, regarding John Lund, their father.)

From personal examination of the children in the several establishments which I visited, I am
sorry to state that with the exception of a few rare cases, the amount of instruction conveyed to the
children is little better than nothing. Without undervaluing the benefits which Sunday School
education undoubtedly confers, especially in giving some habits or order and neatness, it certainly
is totally inadequate to the communication of instruction in secular subjects (Evidence of the Rev.
Joshua Fawcett, M.A.). Some instances presented themselves of boys who had attended Sunday
School for year without advancing further than a knowledge of the alphabet. (Examination of
witness Nos. 28, 96, 97.) Of eighty two boys whom I personally examined (exclusive of the
Middleton Collieries), less than half of them could read, upon the most qualified use of the term
which it is possible to admit. Of the rest many knew their letters. Five only of the eighty two could
write their names.*

The station, salaries, knowledge and qualifications of the teachers are on the whole anything but
what they ought to be, considering the importance of the duty which they have to discharge. In
some particular cases attempts have been made by benevolent individuals to introduce a better
class of teachers who have received some degree of training for the office, or who have some
natural fitness for it.

Some of the principle coal and iron works have schools in connection with them, to which the
proprietors of the works more or less contribute. At Middleton, near Leeds, the education of the
children is efficiently provided for. There is also a school at the Waterloo Collieries near Leeds.
The Low Moor Iron Company have for many years provided a schoolmaster, at an annual salary of
£50 with charge of the children of one penny per week, but this school is attended by very trifling
portion of the neighbouring mining population. The Bowling Iron Company supply free of charge,
two very commodious school rooms in different localities, and there are in both, masters
possessing fair qualifications for the office, which appear to succeed in gaining a maintenance but
upon the minute investigation I discovered that the attendance in no degree consists of the children
of miners, but of the children of overlookers of mills, publicans, shopkeepers, forgeman &c., all of
whom are superior to the ordinary class of operatives.† So far as the mining population is
concerned, therefore, these schools cannot be said to produced any result whatever. At Byerley
Iron Works, considerable pains are taken with the education of the children not, however, by week
day school, but through a well conducted Sunday School for children of all denominations.

On the whole there is a considerable interest on the education of the children amongst the
employers, or at least amongst many of them, but it produces on the whole little practical result,
from the absence of any system as to the attendance of the children, and from the general
indifference of the parents (with a few exceptions) upon the subject.

The capacity or inaptitude of the children for receiving instruction after their hours of labour is a
subject upon which I received much contradictory evidence. The general view taken was, that the
excellent health and spirits with which the children undoubtedly enjoy and their capability of
enjoying exercise and amusement after the hours of labour, are evidence that they would be
perfectly capable of receiving instruction during a portion of the day additional to their hours of
labour. On the other hand it is alleged, that however disposed for play or exercise, they would
neither be equally prepared for a sedentary occupation, nor sufficiently alert, after the labour of the
day, to receive instruction with advantage. In this last view of the case I am disposed, after
carefully weighing the matter, decidedly to concur. Further than this, I am disposed to think that, if
the period now given to exercise and play, after work, were curtailed, the children would not
continue to enjoy the same physical health which they at present do. Bad consequences might
perhaps not result form the attendance at school, after the present hours of labour, of young persons
from the age of thirteen upwards, but in their case also I am disposed to attach great value with
regard to physical development, to the opportunities at present enjoyed for play and recreation.

As has already been stated it is not the custom of the district which is the subject of this Report
to employ female children in mining operations. As, however, the females of mining families are
very generally employed in factory labour, the question is still open how far the employment of
females during childhood prevents them from forming the domestic habits usually acquired by
women in their station and renders them less fit than those whose early years have not been spent
in labour for performing the duties of wives and mothers and on this subject I made through
various channels, minute and particular inquiries.
*Even under the most favourable circumstances Sunday School Education does not provide for instruction in writing. See Evidence of

Mr  Ebenezer Sargeant  Byerley No 58



The result of these inquiries is in every case, to show that the employment of female children
and young persons in labour to the degree which at present prevails, has the effect of preventing
them from acquiring the most extraordinary and necessary knowledge of domestic mamangement
and family economy, that the young females in general, even where presenting the most tidy and
respectable personal appearance before marriage, are nearly ignorant of the arts of baking and
cooking, and generally speaking, entirley so of the use of the needle. (Evidence of the Rev. Joshua
Fawcett M.A., No.34, C.H. Dawson, Esq,, No,.35 and Henry Leah, Esq., No.59.) When they come
to marry, the  wife posses not the knowledge to enable her to give to her husband the comforts of a
home. The husband, even if previously well disposed is hence often led to seek at the public house
that cheerfulness and physical comfort which his own fireside does not afford, (Evidence of the
Rev. Joshua Fawcett M.A., No.34), whence all the evils of drunkenness in many cases grow up.
That the children, quite apart from any evils which the altered conduct of the father may bring
upon them, but solely from the bad training of the mother are brought up in no habits of order and
comfort, but are habituated from their youth to all the evils of s disorderly and ill regulated family.
That under these accumulated evils the wife and the mother if perhaps herself the most acute
sufferer from the consequences of her own defective education.

Such are the evils which the evidence I have taken appears to establish as the result of the
temptations offered by the present high rates of wages for the employment of female labour.
Though only indirectly connected with the subject of this inquiry, I may be allowed to express the
conviction which has been forced on me, that from this source a fearful deterioration of the moral
and physical condition of our working population is rapidly taking place, a deterioration totally
independent of increase of population, of high rates of wages and even the great and improved
intelligence in many individual cases amongst the working classes.

XII - COMPARATIVE CONDITION.

The children engaged in mining labour in this district are not inferior at any point unless perhaps
in education* to children in the same neighbourhood otherwise employed or remaining
unemployed. If, however, female children were generally employed, I apprehend that the case
would be very different.

Children who have been engaged in mining operations almost invariably become colliers or
miners and there are, probably, no colliers who have not worked in the mines as children.

It is an effect of the present partial legislation, imposing restrictions upon particular trades, that
children not admissible, from their tender age, to works under the Factories Act, are sent in greater
numbers to those branches of trade which are not subject to restriction.

____________________

It will appear as the general result of what has been stated, that the health, strength and general
physical condition of the children are good, but that there is a grievous want of secular instruction,
religious instruction and moral training. That the domestic habits of the working population are
such as to act most prejudiciously upon their well being and that it is feared that these domestic
habits are rapidly getting worse.

As regards physical condition, there appears to be one point only requiring special
consideration. No present injury appears to result to the children from the existing hours of labour
but it appears to be a question whether shorter hours of labour would not produce a better
development of the physical frame, and a greater capacity for performing the severe labour of an
adult miner. (Evidence of A. Muir, Esq, and A. Illingworth, Esq.)

As regards instruction, two leading conclusions may be stated. First, the total want in general
mass of cases of anything whatever deserving the name of instruction.†

*The introduction of the education clauses of the Factory Act, or at least the practical application of them is too recent to afford fair
scope for comparison on the subject of education.

†The following is a statement upon this subject of the Rev. Joshua Fawcett with regard to the neighbourhood of Low Moor, “As
regards four fifths of the young population there is no instruction whatever obtained excepting their chance of Sunday School
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Secondly, that without legislative interference no material improvement on this head can be looked
for.‡ The examinations of the adult colliers, upon the whole, show (though with one or two
honourable exceptions) that, whilst there exists a certain vague desire of learning, and a sense of
importance, there is no disposition to give up, for this object, any portion of the child’s earnings.
(Examination of witnesses Nos.28, 29, 30, 31, 42, 43, 54 and W.H.W. Brownlee, schoolmaster,
Bowling.)

In the words of an operative of the superior class, “Parents generally take care to give the
children plenty to eat and drink, but don’t think of much beyond that.” (Evidence of William
Handforth).

It is also pleasing to remark that where in childhood, or rather in youth, a desire for
improvement has so far existed as to lead to the attainment of some solid instruction through night
schools, the result may very frequently be traced in the improved position of life which the
individual has been able to attain. (Evidence of William Green, Low Moor, Luke Brook, Edward
Handforth, Charles Wailes, William Ramsden). The remark of an intelligent operative on this
subject may be quoted, “I consider getting children some learning is as good as leaving them a
fortune.” (Evidence of Benjamin Alcock No.30.)

On the other hand, the evidence of individuals may be referred to, who regret having missed
opportunities of advancement in life through the want of having received instruction. (Evidence of
David Hamer and Benjamin Alcock.)

I may refer in illustration of the great advantage of education, in the cases where it exists, in
promoting the comfort, respectability and general well being of the working man, to the statements
in evidence of the Reverend Joshua Fawcett. MA., Trinity College, Cambridge, Incumbent of
Wibsey Low Moor, and Henry Leah, Esq., of Byerley Hill.

One of the most serious evils of this want of education is that when, about the age of eighteen,
the boys becomes into the receipt of the wages of the adult collier, he has no resources or
enjoyments open to him beyond those of the mere animal. The comparatively large sums which he
now receives are, therefore, generally an introduction to a course of riot and drunkenness which
becomes habits, and generally result in serious and permanent demoralisation.

Statements as to the superiority of the educated over the uneducated workman will be found in
the evidence of Mr. Leah of Byerley Hall, of Charles, Hardy, Esq., of the Reverend Joshua
Fawcett, M.A., Low Moor, and of Mr. Muir, surgeon of Bradford, all individuals with means of
judging and interest in the subject render their statements most interesting and valuable and to
these I beg most particular to refer. I have only to add, that I believe scarcely anything is generally
known of the serious evils which have to be classed under this head, and which will be found
described under the evidence referred to. One statement only from the evidence of Mr. Leah may
be quoted, “The consequence of high wages for female labour is, that the proper duties of the wife
and mother of a family are never learned by the females of this district.”

Having faithfully described to the best of my ability the general condition of the children
engaged in mining labour in the district which I have examined, I have to notice the more
favourable picture presented by one particular establishment, At the Middleton Collieries near
Leeds, belonging to the trustees of the Reverend R.H. Brandling, the following regulations are in
practice:-

I - Steady and respectable men are allowed to work as miners.
II - as general rule,, children are not taken into the mines until they are nine years old, unless

it be the child of a widow or some cases of that sort.
III - An efficient school master is provided, The colliers are encouraged to send their children

by the personal influence of the proprietor and the children of widows or infirm persons 
are sent at his expense.

The consequence is that ability to read is the general rule and not the exception, knowledge of
writing is common and the general result upon the character of the workpeople is most favourable*

‡ In addition to my own statement founded upon the general result of the investigations, I can’t refrain for giving upon this point also,
the words of Rev. Joshua Fawcett to whom, upon so many occasions, I am deeply indebted, “The influence of benevolent individuals is
but trifling without a cordial co-operation on the part of the parents, which co-operation can hardly be expected from parents who do

not feel the value  of education themselves.”

*At the Middleton Collieries, of nineteen children employed, sixteen could read and one indifferently and seven could write. At
Rothwell Haigh, distant about three miles, of eighteen employed in the Sand Coal Pit, 6 could read well, 4 indifferently and only 1 could



I have severe pleasure in bearing this testimony to the successful result of the benevolent a
judicious exertions of the proprietors and of their agent Mr. Embleton and in referring to it as a
specimen of what may be accomplished of the welfare of a mining population. There can be a little
ground for doubting that the general standard of education, comfort and happiness throughout the
district might be raised to a level with that which prevails at Middleton, by the general introduction
of similar measures, wisely planned and judiciously administered.

One fact which I may be permitted to direct attention is, the degree of ignorance which prevails,
with very rare exceptions indeed, amongst the  middle and higher classes, as to the real condition
of the mining population. Benevolent wishes and vague information are very common but of
accurate and sound knowledge upon this subject the instances are very rare. As a striking proof of
this I may mention that a gentleman as largely interested as any in the mining operations of the
Bradford and Leeds district, himself resident for the last five years in the midst of the population
employed by himself, and of whom I may be permitted to say that for benevolence for purpose and
excellence of heart I have rarely found his equal, stated to me, at the commencement of my
investigations, that a knowledge of reading and writing was pretty general amongst the male
population of his neighbourhood. When my examination had shown how different was the actual
state of things, his evidence was stuck out by his own desire.

Nothing, it seems to me, can show more strongly that the statement made in the preceding
paragraph how absolutely necessary it is for the welfare of our working population, that organised
and systematic arrangements for their instructions should be made and that an object of such
mighty monument to the future destinies of England and of mankind should not be left to the
casual, feeble efforts of individuals, however benevolent in intention and purpose but whose
attention is necessarily in the present constitution of society, almost always engrossed by the
ordinary evocations of the world.

I cannot conclude this report without specially adverting to the ruinous effects upon the
character and habits of the working population, which I find everywhere attributed to the new law
regarding beer shops. Amongst all lovers of good order in society, and all friends to the welfare
and improvement of the labouring classes, there seems to be but one feeling to the strongest
reprehension of this most mischievous piece of legislation. I may perhaps be pardoned for here
collecting together in one view, some of the statements made to me upon the subject.

“The habit if intemperance which is too prevalent among colliers and which has been greatly increased by
the introduction of the new beer houses.”
Evidence of Mr. Leah of Byerley.

“The working population of Wilsden are much given to intemperance and that has been greatly aggravated
by the facilities buy the new beer shops. They are the greatest parts of the country and no language can
express the injury they produce upon the social and moral condition of the neighbourhood. Fourteen years
ago when I first came to Wilsden I had been resident in the place six months before I saw a man in a state
of intoxication. Now I cannot pass six days without seeing several. The houses of the workmen population
are less comfortable than they were fourteen years ago and there is more poverty and distress. The
increased poverty and distress of the working population is attributable more to their present intemperate
habits than to reduce wages.”
Evidence of Mr. Mackley, surgeon, Wilsden, near Bradford.

“Have you had any opportunity of observing the effect of the present law regarding beer shops? Yes. I do
not know how I can sufficiently express my abhorrence of those places. There is a circumstance to which I
have paid some attention at assizes and quarter sessions that robberies are almost universally concocted at
beer shops and the proceeds divided there.’
Evidence of Mr. Illingworth, surgeon, Bradford.

“Beer houses are the receptacles of every kind of vice. Independently of the great amount of drunkenness,
they are regular and established places of promiscuous sexual intercourse amongst the youngest part of the
male and female population. Beer shops are generally kept by those who are too idle or ill disposed to
work and who are ready to sanction and encourage any kind of immorality which will give them profit.”
Evidence of Mr. Muir, surgeon, Bradford.

“It would be a good thing for boys to work shorter hours. Would give his life to get that done and put
down new public houses. They have ruined this part of the country.”
David Robinson, blast furnace man. Low Moor. Wages 30s. per week.



I have only, in conclusion to state the very favourable reception which I everywhere met with in
the conduct of this inquiry and to acknowledge the valuable assistance which was afforded to me
from various quarters.

I have the honour to be,

Gentlemen,

Your most obedient humble servant,

WM. RAYNER WOOD.

Singleton Lodge,  near Manchester,
April 30th, 1841.

____________________

As it was impossible to examine minutely anything approaching the whole of the number
of mining establishments in the district, a selection was made with considerable care, so
as to embrace as much as possible, establishments of different character. The following
are those examined:-

The Low Moor Iron Works, near Bradford.
The Bowling Iron Works, near Bradford.
The Bradford Moor Collieries, near Bradford.
The Denholme Park and Wilsden Collieries, near Bradford.
The Middleton Collieries, near Leeds.
Messrs. J. & J. Charlesworth’s Collieries, Rothwell Haigh, near Leeds.

_______________________

EVIDENCE COLLECTED BY W.R. WOOD. Esq.

_____________________

MINES, BRADFORD.

No.1. Charles Hardy, Esq., Low Moor. Examined February 6th., 1841.

You are the son of the principle proprietor of Low Moor Iron Works? - I am.
You are a magistrate of the West Riding? - I am.
What number of hands do you employ? - Altogether nearly two thousand five hundred in
various ways as forge and foundry man, moulders, mechanics, colliers and ironstone getters.
What number of these are women? - About twenty.
You employ children under the age of thirteen in the mines? - Yes.
Girls as well as boys? - No girls under the age of thirteen.
Have you any girls employed underground above the age of thirteen? - I find upon inquiry that
we have two, but I was not aware of the fact before, and it is quite contrary to our rules. Upon
inquiry into the case I find that they were allowed to go in by the pit steward at the particular
request of their mother They will not be allowed to remain there The mother I find had worked



Are the children hired by yourselves or by the adults whom they assist? - Some in one way,
some in the other.
Is it not the general practice in this neighbourhood for women and children to be employed
in the  mines? - No.
Were they not so employed formerly? - I believe they were.
Why are they not so employed now? - Because the mills find them more suitable occupation is, I
take it, the main reason, and an unwillingness to employ them. Boys are preferred by the employers
and by the operatives.
Can you state on what grounds? - They are better workers and there is certainly an unwillingness
to employ females.
On humane or moral grounds? - On the ground that it is not a proper occupation for females.
Do the working classes themselves as far as you are aware, object to have their female
children employed in mines? - In general, decidedly so, some wretchedly poor families will be an
exception.
The working population in this neighbourhood are generally scattered in large villages not
crowded in towns? - Yes.
And the houses from the cheapness of stone, are generally remarkable substantial, well built,
and comfortable as compared with the country generally? - Yes.
You are considered owners of cottage property? - Yes.
Are there back doors to the houses and are they so planned as to afford separate sleeping
accommodation for the different sexes? - Those that are so planned are the exception. There are
numbers of houses with only one room, but we don’t build any of that class.
Do you think attention to these points material to the welfare of the working population? - I
think so. It is my own opinion that the legislature might interfere most beneficially in these matters,
I have a very strong opinion about the importance of giving a man a comfortable house. I think the
tendency would be to improve their domestic habits. Some regulation enforcing a provision of
proper out door conveniences is sadly wanted.
Have you any stated holidays?- The colliers often do not work but we have no stated holidays
except Christmas Day, Good Friday and two days of the Feast.
Have you any opinion about holidays? - I think it would be an advantage to the population
generally to have them occasionally.
Will you state the benefit which you think would arise from it? - That it would give men time
of recreation and to attend to their own affairs. There is a difficulty for those who are working
where machinery is employed in finding opportunities when they can be absent.
Do the women generally in this immediate neighbourhood remain at home managing their
households affairs and taking care of their families?- In this immediate neighbourhood they
remain at home but they have not much notion of keeping their children about them and instructing
them. There is not in many cases an appearance of cleanliness and tidy comfort, though there are
many cases in which it is otherwise. Still there is much substantial comfort as that is to a certain
degree insured by a good house, good fire and good wages.
To what do you attribute to this state of things? - That is a very difficult question to answer, but
I should say to the women not having received instruction in sewing, &c. so as to make them good
housewives and to their not having learned good domestic habits and not having received good
moral training.
Are the men great drunkards? - There is a great deal of drinking.
Are the women drunkards?- I should say not. I am not aware that I ever saw a drunken woman
here. I cannot recall such a case.
Do the men often drink through the week or chiefly on Saturday night? - Chiefly Saturday,
Sunday and Monday, We rarely have  a man absent on Tuesday morning from the mines and
generally they make a short day on Monday. They are more regular than they used it be as we are
more strict with them.
Do you pay wages weekly? - Yes.
Have you considered whether there might be an advantage in paying them less frequently?
We consider it an advantage for the workmen is in paying them weekly. It would be much less
trouble to pay them less frequently.
Why do you consider it an advantage to the workmen? - They have less temptation to run into
debt.
Might they not get drunk less frequently if paid less frequently? -  I think not, at least, they
would drink more at a time., There is an establishment in this neighbourhood where they pay once
a fortnight and I am not aware of any difference in the habits of the people.



Do they attend any other schools?- Yes. in many cases.
Up to what age? - Children till they can work and many afterwards in an evening. Some men
come in an evening. I think that almost all those who go to school during the week will continue
their attendance till they can read and very many till they have learned to write and attained some
knowledge of accounts.
Do those who thus attend form any large proportion of the whole population? - They do not.
Do you think there would be any objection amongst employers to legislative restrictions upon
the working of children? - For myself I should have no objection to any regulation that would
benefit the children and I am decidedly of opinion than the legislature may beneficially interfere to
secure to the children time for recreation and for moral and intellectual training during the week so
as not to leave them entirely dependent for the latter upon Sunday Schools which can do little.
Why do you consider that the legislature may interfere beneficially? - Because the parents are
more apt to consider the amount of present wages than the labour which a child can bear and those
who have no feeling upon the subject are obliged to go with the stream.
Are there a sufficient number of children to work in double setts?- I think there would be a
difficulty in getting a sufficient number of boys in the mines.
A small proportion of the children in your employment are employed in night work every
other week in the forge? - Yes.
Could not the use of children in the night be dispensed with? - I conceive it is not absolutely
necessary to employ children under thirteen years of age but it would be impracticable to do
altogether without children.
You employ children in night work except in alternate weeks? - No.
And you employ no girls in night work at all? - No.
You wish to state that on these grounds night work for the children in your employ is not, in
you opinion, seriously objectionable? - I think it is not.

February 15th.
You have, I believe, two distinct classes of persons employed in your mines? - We have two
distinct classes of miners, those who work the better coal bed and those who work what is called
the black bed and ironstone above it.
They work, I believe about the same hours and the adults are assisted in the same manner by
the children (hurriers) who draw the coal or ironstone in small waggons from the place
where the miners work to the bottom of the shaft? - Yes.
There is, however, I understand, one marked distinction as regards the dinner hour, the
ironstone getters and their hurriers stop an hour regularly for dinner without leaving the pit
whereas the colliers and hurriers do not stop regularly for dinner, but eat it as they proceed?
That is generally the case.
Is there any ground but accident for this difference as regards the dinner hour? - I conceive
none.
Would it occasion any inconvenience whatever of both classes were to stop an hour for
dinner? - None that I am aware of.
Would it occasion and inconvenience or what, if the hurriers were allowed to leave the pit at
dinner hour? - A long time would be lost in drawing them up and letting them down. The man at
the top would be occupied during his dinner hour in doing this. In some cases the whole dinner
hour would be occupied in coming up and going down.

No.2. Lamplugh Wickham Hird, Esq., Low Moor. February 9th., 1841.

You are a partner in the Low Moor iron works? - Yes.
You are a magistrate for the country? - Yes.
What is your opinion of the practicability of dispensing with the employment of children in
the night? - I think it would be a very heavy blow to do away with the working of children
altogether.
But you could dispense with them below the age of thirteen? - I should rather say twelve. I
don’t think they are in the least injured by it.
And you employ no girls in night work at all? - Not one.
You wish to state that on these grounds night work for the children in your employ is not, in
your opinion, seriously objectionable? - Yes, and from the appearance of the men who have
grown up under our immediate eye.



No.3 William Green, aged 35 years, colliery steward, Low Moor iron works. February 9th., 1841.

Wages 24s. per week besides house, coals and candles.

You are the steward at Low Moor works? - Yes.
How old were you when you first went into a pit? - Fourteen.
What had you worked at previously? - Dressing ironstone and helping to deliver coals.
How old were you when you first began to work? - About twelve.
Had you gone to school previously? - Sometimes, not regular. I might have gone regular but was
negligent.
Could you read, write and cast accounts when you left school? - I could read and write but not
cast.
What did you do from fourteen to twenty one? - I was three or four years in a pit and assisted in
delivering coals part of the time.
After twenty one you assisted your father who was a steward for two years, and then
succeeded him? - Yes.
You got on better than most labouring men? - Yes.
If you had been in a pit from seven years old, would you have got on so well? - No.
Could you have got sufficient learning at night school and Sunday School? - Yes, I think so. I
did get the biggest part of my learning at night school and Sunday School.
When you were in a pit did you find it unhealthy? - No.
At what age do boys enter the pits in this neighbourhood? - Different ages, some about seven,
eight, nine.
What are the hours of working in the pits? - From seven in the morning till five in the afternoon.
They stop an hour at dinner time generally.
Do they leave the it at dinner time generally? - No. They stop in the bottom from morning till
night.
Tell me then boys do in the pit? - They are called hurriers. They draw the coal and ironstone from
where the miners work at the bottom of the shaft.
Is it hard work? - It varies a good deal. Some is hard work, some is not hard at all, but where the
hardest work is they generally put the oldest boys to it.
Do the boys often seem tired? - No, I do not think they do. They play about a good deal after they
have done their work.
Are they often ill? - No, they are not. Our masters find doctors and they come for a note when
they ail anything and there is scarcely ever a note asked for except in case of their getting a little
hurt.
Have the boys in the mines better or worse health than other boys? - I should think they have
as good health as any.
If you had boys of your own, would you send them into the pits? - Yes, I don’t know but I
should.
You think it is not an objectionable life? - No, I think not.
Girls are not employed in the pits? - Not many, I know of two.
Is it  a bad thing for them? - It is not unlikely to lead to bad ways.
Do the parents formerly work in the pits? - Some few, never many in this country.
More formerly than now? - Yes, I believe there was.
What has made the difference? - I can’t say. It must be the mills that make part of the difference
by finding them work in doors.
But it never was common in this country to employ girls? - No.
People don’t like it? - No.
Are accidents frequent in the pits here? - These is not so many considering the extensive works.
Are boys often hurt? - No, not often.
Have you had any cases of boys being killed within the last ten years? - Yes, there have been
some killed.
How many do you think within that time? - I cannot speak of that.
Have there been twenty boys killed within the last ten years? - That will be as many as there
have been, or more.
Have they been killed from carelessness? - No, I can’t say that they have.
How do such accidents generally happen? - Different ways, sometimes earth falling upon them
but I only know of one case of that sort. There have been odd cases killed with falling as they were
going down.



Are the boys often beaten? - No, we don’t allow it. I don’t think they are often beaten.
If a boy were beaten would it be known? - If it is not known it is their own fault. We give them
orders, if the men beat them, to tell and we will set it to rights, and we order the men to, if the
boy’s don’t do right, to send them out of the pit, not to beat them.
Would a boy be afraid to tell? - No, I should think not.
If a boy were beaten would he leave his place or would his father take him away? - They
would, if it couldn’t be put a stop it, that beating.
The boys would not stand it? - No.
Nor their parents? - No.
Do you ever hear of boys being beat? - Very seldom.
When it does happen is it stopped at once? - Yes.
Have the boys any holidays in a year? - No regular holidays except two or three days at
Christmas. They play often enough when the men are not working. Some play a day in a week at
least.
Do the boys like playing, or had they rather work regularly? - The boys like to play a day well
enough.
What do they play at? - Different plays, nor-and-spell, football, different kinds of play.
They seem happy when they are playing? - Yes.
Do boys ever go to the public houses? - No much.
Do their parents take pains to keep them out? - They have not money, as their parents draw
their wages.
What wages do the boys get? - At eight or nine, 3s.  6d. or 4s. per week, at ten or eleven, 5s. to
6s. twelve or thirteen you may say 7s. fourteen or seventeen they become colliers and will get
about 3s. a day.
Up to what age are the wages drawn by the parents? - Till they are about seventeen or eighteen
years of age in a general way, or till they become colliers. Then they begin to pay their parents so
much a week for their meat.
And to go to public houses? - They generally begin to go to the public house when they get to be
their own masters. There’s a very great deal of difference. They don’t all go to the public house.
Are colliers longer or shorter lived than other people? - I can’t say that it makes much
difference, We have colliers at work now that are above sixty.
Can you say that colliers have better health who have not gone into the pit when they were
very young? - No, I can’t say that it makes much difference. They appear to be very healthy.
Is it common to find a collier above the age of fifty? - There’s not so very many above that age.
What do they do when they can no longer work in the pits? - Then they work at then top, taking
away coals or ironstone from the mouth of the pits.
Is it easy work? - It is not very easy, but such as they can do.
What ages do they get? - About 14s. a week.
Do the boys wash themselves at the pit mouths at night before going home? - No, they don’t
wash till they get home.
Would it not be better for their health of they did? - I think not.
could they do so if it were desirable? - It would be possible, it would be a deal of trouble.
Would the people do it? - Not one in twenty.
Do they wash themselves well when they get home? - Yes, generally, I believe.
All over? - No, only their hands and faces.
They must be dirty all over. Do they wash once a week? - No, nor once a month. They wash
them often in summertime, bathing.
If they had access to a hot bath would they use it? - They might do for a time, they would not
stick to it.
Have the children warm clothing to put on when they come out of the pits before going
home? - Some have, but not many.
Would it not be better if they had? - I should think it would.
Those that have are of the better sort of families? - Yes.
Can you see that those who are so taken care of have better health than those that are not?
No, I can’t see any difference. They generally have good health.
Do they often take cold? - No, I believe not.
Can you see that those who have had education get better on in the world than those that
have not? - Some do.
If you had boys up to what age would you send them to school? - If I had boys, I would give
them a good education if I am able.



How are the Low Moor pits compared with others in the neighbourhood for being dry and
comfortable? - They are as many and a deal better than some.

No.4. Luke Brook, aged 49. Colliery steward, Low Moor Iron Works. February 9th.

Wages 24s. a week besides house, coals and candles.

You are a colliery steward in the Low Moor works? - Yes.
You were born and bred in this country? - Yes.
But you worked at times in Lancashire and other places? - Yes.
For the last twenty eight years you have been in this neighbourhood? - Yes.
How old were you when you began to work? - Betwixt seven and eight.
Have you ever attended day school? - No.
You can read, write and cast accounts? - Yes.
Where did you learn? - Night school.
At what age did you attend night school? - From about one and twenty to thirty.
If you had to attend night school, could you have had learning to hold your present situation?
No.
Did other people in the same situation with yourself attend night school? - No, not one.
Are you better off now that they are? - I should think I am a great deal.
Did you like being in the pit when you first went there? - Yes, and If I had my time to begin
again I would as leive be a pit man as many other trade whatever.
Did you find it unhealthy? - No, only when I took labour beyond what was reasonable.
At what age did you do that? - About twenty.
When you were a child were you put to labour beyond what was reasonable? - No, I can’t say
that I was.
Have you always had good health? - As good as if I had been in nay other branch.
Were you beaten when you were a boy? - Yes, many a time.
Do they beat the boys more then than they do now? - Yes, I should think so. We suffer nought
‘o that sort here.
At what age do the boys enter the pits in this neighbourhood? - Between seven and eight, that’s
as low as we have.
Can they stand their work when they first come? - Their work is very light when they first
come.
What are the hours of working in the pits? - They begin between six and seven and we don’t
allow them to work after six.
Do they often leave off before six? - Oh, yes.
What time do the hurriers stop as a general thing? - Between four and five o’clock but when
they have been laking* they want to work longer to make up lost time, but we don’t allow it after
six.
Why don’t you allow it? - Because we consider it an evil. We want to get the work performed
regularly each day.
Do they stop working for dinner? They don’t stop regularly in coal mines, but do in iron mines.
The two descriptions of mines are different? - Yes.
The boys don’t come out of the pits but eat their diners at the bottom? - Yes.
They don’t leave the pit from morning to night? - No.
That is generally from six to seven in the morning till about five in the evening? - Yes.
Tell me what the boys do in the pits? - They fetch the coals from the colliers to the pit bottoms in
small waggons on a railroad, weighing about two hundredweight when loaded.
It is hard work? - No, it can’t be called hard work. We call it very easy work.
Do the boys often seem tired? - If they have a hard days work they will be tired.
Do you ever see the boys so tired so as to hurt them? - Nought ‘o the kind. You will see them
laking at nor-and-spell as full action as any children.
Are they often ill? - I don’t know that a healthfuller set of boys need to be.
Have the boys in the mines better or worse health than other boys? - I don’t know that it makes
any difference. I should think that it is more healthful in a pit than in a mill, I have brought up three
girls in mills.



You have no objection to put boys of your own into pits? - No.
Did not girls formerly work in the pits? - Never common in this neighbourhood but about Leeds
they used to do.
Are the boys often beaten? - No, we don’t suffer them to thrash them.
What wages do the boys get? - In one bed of coal the hurriers get as high as 9s. a week but there
is a deal of difference according to the beds of coal and iron.
Wages are paid weekly? - Yes.
Would it not be  better if they were paid fortnightly? - In my opinion it would be worse for
playing fortnightly they would drink the first week, or a good part of it.

No.5 Edward Handforth, aged 32 years, pit steward, Low Moor. February 10th, 1841.

Wages 24s., coals and candles.

He went to school till ten years and could read and write middling. He then went into a pit as a
hurrier and became a collier at eighteen, He attended night school and learned to read and write
pretty well. He was promoted to steward at about four and twenty. He thinks he should not have
been a steward if he had never been at school.

The hurriers generally go into the pits about seven years old. Not above one in ten can read,
They cannot be got to attend Sunday Schools, this is from the neglect of the parents and when boys
have been working every day of the week from six to six they want a bit of play of Sundays. Boys
that have been at school are generally more sensible, quieter and better behaved. Parents generally
take care to give the children plenty to eat and drink but don’t think of much beyond that.

No.6. Mr. Richard Woodcock, aged 50 years, forge manager, Low Moor, February 9th., 1841.

You have boys under you in the forge not engaged in the mines? - Yes.
At what age do they come to you? - Sometimes as low as nine or ten.
Do the boys appear in good health under you? - Generally.
They are not often ill? - They get lamed now and then.
What hours do they work? - From six to six, having half an hour for breakfast and an hour for
dinner and a shout time at four o’clock when they generally get a little refreshment in some parts of
the works. In other parts of the works they stop nine times a day for a quarter of an hour each time
after each heating of the furnace.
Are the boys hired by you or by the men whom they assist? - The men pay the boys.
Do the men ever beat them? - Seldom, we don’t allow them.
If a man strikes a boy, what do you do with the man? - We dismiss him sometimes, if it’s any
thing serious.
Have you dismissed any man within the last three years for that offence? - We have suspended
men in several cases perhaps for a few days.
You effectually prevent the men from beating the boys? - Yes, it’s seldom done now.
Do you find those make the best workmen who have received a good education? - Yes, it is a
great help to them.
Is there any difference between men who have been educated and those who have not? - Yes,
I think they conduct themselves better than those who are illiterate.
Do they make better fathers of families? - Yes, I think they do.

_____________________

FORGE AND FOUNDRY BOYS, LOW MOOR. February 9th., 1841.

No.7 William Sucksmith, aged 14 years.

Wages about 6s.

He went to school till thirteen and can read an write a little and he has just begun to go to night
school, He then came to work. His father is a butcher and rather well to do in the world. He chose



not go there without money. He comes at half past six in the morning and stops for ten minutes or a
quarter of an hour for breakfast but does not leave the works. He gets bread and butter and coffee
or boiled milk. He stops an hour for dinner and goes home for it. He gets meat, potatoes and
pudding. He stops at night at six, sometimes half past five. He does not live better than other boys
in the forge.

He works night work every other week and then goes mornings to school. Hours for night work
are the same as day. He does not like night work so very well. He does not feel any difference in
his health the weeks he works night work. He does not like it because he can’t sleep so well in the
day as at night. He has no other reason.

He has good health, sleeps well at night, not so well in the day. His mother calls him up in the
mornings, wakes of himself at  night. He is tired at odd times but not so ill as to hurt him. He has a
good bed clothes and washes his hands and face every night (and morning when they have been
working at night). He always washes when he goes home to dinner. He is never beaten. The
overlooker would turn away any man that beat him. He would not be afraid of telling.

He goes to Church on Sunday and has good clothes to go in. Part of the boys in the forge go to
Church, part not. Part have no clothes to go in.

No.8. John Riley, aged 15 years.

Wages about 8s a week.

His father is a forge man. He has heard the examination of the last witness and can say the same
at every point except that he goes to Sunday School. He has always had good health, sleeps well,
called up by his father, does not like night work. He close his trade and likes it.

No.9. Thomas Thornton, aged 18 years.

Wages 9s. a week, weekly wage.

He went to a day school till eight years old and can read and write but not cast much. He laked
up and down for two years. He went to the pits as a hurrier at 10 years old. He did not like the pits
ands was always hurting himself. The men never beat him and was in the pits for six years. He
earned about 8s. a week and came to the forge at sixteen. This was his own doing. He likes the
forge better. The forge is hardest work but it does not hurt him and he has never had bad health
since he went into the forge but had in the pits. He draws his own wages and gives it to his mother.
He does not like night work but cannot say that it makes any difference. He gets up without trouble
and feels to have had enough sleep. He in his health. He sleeps well at night and his mother calls
him up. The men never strike him in the forge. If a man struck him, the overlooker would send the
man home. He has potatoes and meat for dinner generally and butter and bread and cheese and
bread for supper. He always has enough to eat and is never pinched. He plays about in summer
evening and is not too tired with work to play. He doesn’t go to night school. If he had more set
before him he would eat it but he has enough.

Some boys in the forge are ill and have pains in their heads. He does not know what it is with. It
is not with too hard work but may be with getting something to drink, some of them do. He never
cries as he has nothing to cry about. He has never been to a public house except to get change for
wages. He washes his hands and face clean when he gets home. He has not more than a quarter of
an hour at once for dinner as the forge would go out but has a quarter of an hour every heat of the
forge nine times a day. He does not go home for dinner. No boys in the forge go home for dinner.



No.10. Matthew Best, aged 17 years.

Wages 9s. a week, weekly wages.

He never went to school much not to evening school not to Sunday School. He learned to read a
little when he was about fifteen. He began to work at eight years old. He minded coal fires and
came to the forge at sixteen. He got 7s. a week before he came into the forge. He lives at home and
draws his own wages and gives them to his mother.

He has always had middling good health and has never wanted a doctor. He is sometimes tired
with his work but never so tired but he can sleep and be well the day after. He gets up about six
o’clock or half past five sometimes and he could do with a bit more sleep sometimes. He is sleepy
when he gets up but not after he has got to his work. He goes to bed about eight o’clock and gets
meat and potatoes and bread for dinner and never reckons to get a supper as they don’t reckon to
have any at their house but he could get it if he wanted it. He is never pinched for meat. He gets his
dinner at the forge as all the boys do but they stop none for dinner but a bit of time. They don’t stop
regular. He lakes up and down on Sunday evenings and is never too tired to lake.

He sometimes goes to the Methodist Chapel on Sundays and has two suits of clothes. He goes to
Chapel perhaps once in two months, other Sundays he lakes up and down. He never catches colds
and he likes night work but he would rather have day work of the two. He always washes himself
well when he goes home. The boys in the forge have good health and they don’t ail much. He does
not often hear of the doctor.

No.11. John Woodcock, aged 11 years.

Wages 4s. a week

[This witness gave contradictory statements about his age, time when he began to work and time he went
to school, but apparently from the want of clear ideas, not from any wish to deceive.]

He can’t write or read well. He goes to work at six o’clock and his mother calls him up and he is
ready to get up and isn’t sleepy when he gets up. He stops a quarter of an hour for breakfast when
he gets tea and butter and cake at the forge. His sister brings it. He stops half an hour for dinner
when he gets meat and potatoes. He sometimes goes home for dinner and sometimes not. He
washes his hands and face at dinner time always. There is a wash house in the forge for the boys.
He goes home at five o’clock and always washes his hands and face. He gets bacon and cake for
supper and is never pinched for meat. It is not hard work he does and he sleeps well. He is not
always tired when he goes to bed and is never very much tired. He sometimes wants a doctor but
never has colds. He is sometimes beaten. His brother beat him this morning as he was going home.
The forge master tells them he could dismiss them if they touch him. He goes to Church and only
misses sometimes. He has Sunday clothes. He cries when his mother keeps agate of him but never
cries when at work. He had rather be at the forge than out of it and is fond off being in the forge.

No.12. James Davis, aged 11 years.

Wages 4s. a week.

His father is dead, mother draws his wages. He never went to day school and learned to read at
night school. He cannot write. He has worked almost two years and come about six in the morning.
He is sometimes called up and sometimes gets up himself. He gets tea and toasted cake for
breakfast and does not stop for dinner when he gets meat and cake for dinner which his mother
brings for him. He goes home at night about six and washes his hands and face clean when he gets
home. He sometimes gets apple pie for supper and he is never pinched for meat but he sometimes
could eat more if he had it. His mother would give him more if she could. He sleeps well and is
sometimes tired when he goes to bed but always rested in the next morning. He has good health
and never wants a doctor. He does know what catching a cold is. He is never beaten and always
goes to Sunday School but not to Church. He has Sunday clothes. In summer evenings he lakes
about but never plays at nor-and-spell.



HURRIERS EMPLOYED IN COAL AND IRONSTONE MINES, LOW
MOOR. February 10th. 1841.

No.13. James Stott, aged 14 years.

Earns 7s.  6d, 8s. or 9s a week. Father draws his wages.

He never went to day night or Sunday School. He can’t read but would like to learn. He does not
go to Sunday School because he has no clothes to go in. He sometimes goes to church with his
brother. He comes to work at six o’clock. His father calls him up and is ready to get up when he is
called. He sometimes feels sleepy when he goes into the pit. He does not stop for breakfast and he
gets porridge for breakfast before he sets off. He does not stop for dinner and gets meat and cake
for dinner very oft, butter and cake sometimes. He washes his hands and face when he gets home.
He is never pinched for meat. He sleeps well. The work is hard but he is never the worse for his
work. He is rested next morning.

He has worked six years and began at seven years old. Work was hard then and he did not like it
is well. He likes it better now and likes it very well sometimes. It is waur sometimes than other
some. He is sometimes beaten by colliers and they sometimes hurt him. When he is long while
away out ‘ot’hoile, they beat him. Sometimes he tells the steward and the steward will send the
colliers out. He does not like telling, because the colliers would call him at after. Father is out of
work and he never gets drunk.

No.14. John Ingham, aged 8 years.

Started school only on Monday and he likes it. He never went do day school.

No.15. John Stevenson, aged 14 years.

Wages about 8s a week.

He never went to day school but has been to Sunday School. He can read t’Bible but not write
so mich. He has worked in a coal pit for eight years and went when he was six years old. He used
to rue going in but does not now. It was very hard work when he first went in and “I were nubbud a
right little one.” He was not strong enough when he first went in and better have been a bit bigger.
He used to get very tired. He has good health now and sleeps well but he did not at first when he
went. “I waur ill tired.” He has not always enough to eat but is never bout and has always a bit. He
gets milk and porridge for breakfast, butter and cake for dinner, sometimes meat about once a
week, tea and cake for supper but not always as much as he could eat, that is when he is out of
work. When he is in work he gets enough to eat. He is never beaten and never goes to Church. He
has no clothes for Sunday so he lakes on Sundays. His father is in work and he never gets drunk.

No.16. John Heaton aged 91/
2 years.

Gets 2s.  9d. to 3s. a week.

Never went to day school but goes to Sunday School but not to night school. He can read a bit.
He went into the pit when he was eight years old. He is in the pit at six in the morning and his
brother calls him up. He his sleepy when he gets up but not when he gets to the pit. He has small
drink and butter and cake for breakfast at home before starting. He gets grease and cake for dinner
but does not stop and gets it in the pit. He goes home at six o’clock at night and he always washes
his hands and face clean when he gets home. He sleeps well and is very tired when he goes to bed
but not when he gets up next morning. He likes being in the pit but he did not like it at first. “Took
him back again t’top. It was so low.” The work was hard when he first went but he got used to it in
about a year. He lakes sometimes. In summer evenings he goes to bed when he gets home.



No.17. Jonas Wood, 17 years old.

He went into the pit when he was seven years old. It is hard work being in a pit at some places.
He can recollect when he first went in. He went with his brother and he did not think mich about it.
He could always do the work they set him and he liked it a bit at first but not so long because it was
harder work at after. He has always had good health except an inflammation of fifteen weeks. He
has been to Sunday School and can not read well and cannot write. When he lakes he sits opposite
the house and goes about and he helps his mother. He washes himself clean when he goes home at
night always. He has not always enough to eat because some of the family are out of work. He
sometimes goes to Church and has Sunday clothes.

Table of all the Boys in a particular Pit taken at random. Their depositions separate and in
detail follow.

Age when
Name Age went into School attended Can Can

pit day night Sunday read write
John Holden 10 7 no no no no no
John Wilkinson 10 under 7 no no yes little no
William Patchett 12 6 no no yes say ABC no
Isaac Patchett 14 8 no no no no no
Joseph Holden 14 8 no no no no no
George Wilkinson 13 5 no no no say ABC no
William Emmett 12 8 no no no no no
Thomas Priestley 11 8 yes no no yes no
James Wilkinson 15 under 6 no no no no no
Henry Benn 13 under 6 no no yes yes no

No.18. George Wilkinson, 13 years old.

Went into the pit at five years old.

What do you recollect about it? - They sent me t’pit.
What did you do there? - Hurried coals.
Did you like it? - Nay, when I went at first I did not.
What for not? - It waur so ill.
What sort of ill? - Couldn’t hurry.
Where you too little for the work? - Aye.
Tell me how you felt? - I can’t.
You liked it? - Nay.
You like it now? - Aye.
What for now, when you did not like it them? - I ha’ getten bigger now. I ha’ learnt to hurry.
Are you tired now? - Nay.
Were you tired then? - Yea.
What makes the difference? - I can hurry a deal better now.

No.19. William Patchett, 12 years old.

Went into the pit at six years old.

What do you recollect about going into the pit? - I waur flaid (afraid).
But when you had been in two or three days? - I liked it weel enough then.
Have you liked it since? - Yes.
Is it hard work? - Yes.
Do you like hard work? - Sometimes.
Could you stand your work when you first went in? - I couldn’t stand it then.
C d i ?



Do you like it now? - Yes.

He has no Sunday clothes. He gets a bit of cake for breakfast, for dinner, cake and a bit of fat,
for supper, tea and cake, for dinner, meat on Sundays, sometimes Saturdays. He has always as
much as he can eat.

No.20. Henry Benn.

What do you recollect about going into the pit? - I don’t hardly know.
Did you like it? - Yes.
You always like it? - Yes.
Did you go with anybody? - I went with my brother.

He finds the work hard but not so that he can’t do it. He sleeps well and gets milk and porridge
for breakfast. For dinner he gets butter and bread and a bit of meat on Sundays and butter and
bread and tea for supper. He always has a much as he can eat and is never pinched. He lakes
sometimes and then gathers coals or ought. He lakes about up and down on the moor and lakes
very oft, a day a week. He washes himself well when he gets home. He has got Sunday clothes and
goes to Church on Sundays. He goes to work at six and gets home at night sometimes six o’clock,
sometimes sooner, sometimes after.

No.21. James Wilkinson.

He liked going into the pit at first and wanted to go but did not like it after. He would like to go
to Sunday School but he has a no clothes to go in. His mother wishes him to go. His father is dead.

_____________________

GIRLS (employed above ground). February 15th, 1841.

No.22. Ellen Barraclough, Low Moor, 13 years old next birthday.

She helps her father and draws no wages. She fill his carriages with ironstone at the furnace for which he gets a
sovereign a week.

She went to a day school at going on six years old and stayed until she was eight and then began
work. She has lately begun to go to night school but does not go to Sunday School. On Sunday
morning she works from 4 till 9 a.m. and on that account cannot go to Sunday School. She can read
but cannot write but can sew and cook a bit but is never at home nobbud (nought but) nights. She
come at six in the morning and breakfasts between half past eight and none. She does not go home
for breakfast, they bring it. Some times she gets coffee and cake. sometimes tea and cake,
sometimes porridge and she stops for her breakfast and starts again. For dinner she gets potatoes
and bread and meat and sometimes a pudding to. She does not wash herself at dinner time but
thinks it would be better if she did. She does not because “we have not time to wash us-self.” She
has done at four clock at night always and goes home. She always washes herself then. For supper
she gets butter and cake and a drop of drink and goes to night school afterwards at present. Before
she went to night school she used to sew and knit at nights. Mother taught her. He mother never
worked about the pits but used to weave pieces. She likes her work and like it very well at first.
She was all along for herself that she did work. Mother let her go when she wanted with her father
but she would not have let her go with anybody but her father. She is never pinched for meat and is
very healthy and never ails. She is never beaten and the other girls at work are also never beaten.
She has never heard of a girl being beaten. Boys are beaten sometimes when the won’t do as they
are telled. When girls won’t do as they are telled they only call ‘em. She goes to Church by herself.



Her mother does not go but her father does sometimes. When she goes to Church on Sunday she
“side up” for her mother. She plays about on fine summer evenings.

No.23. Mary Patchett, 14 years old.

Wages 2s.  6d., father draws them. Employed about the furnace above ground, carrying coals &c.

She never went to day or night school but goes to Sunday School. She cannot read so mich but
she can sew and cook a bit. Her mother taught her and she learns a bit at nights when she goes
home. She has worked towards three years and does not like working so mich.  They keep agate
calling of her but never beat her. The work is not very hard, not harder than she can do. She likes
laking and plays about th’ moor but does nothing else. She comes home at half past 6 to 7 in a
morning, stops at half past 4, stops half an hour for breakfast and an hour for dinner and she goes
home for both. She does not wash herself at dinner time but does at night and she feels comfortable
the. She sleeps well. She has never laked from being poorly, nobbud one day since she went. She
can eat her dinner well and is never pinched. She has plenty, as much as she can eat.

No.24. Mary Anne Lighthouse. (Low Moor), 12 years old.

Wages 2s. Draws her own wages and gives them to her mother.

She has been to day school and goes to Sunday School. She can read a little bit and can sew.
She went to day school at 10 years, went two years and has worked twelve weeks. She likes
working s the work in not hard. The hours are the same as the last witness. She sews at nights and
mends her own clothes. She goes to Church twice every Sunday with her sister and they have good
clothes to go in. She washes herself when she comes home at night and looks a deal different on
Sundays from week days.

_____________________

ADULTS (employed in the mines in their youth.) Low Moor Iron Works and
Collieries. February 15th., 1841.

No.25. William Barraclough, 35 years old.

Feeder of furnaces. Wages £1 a week.

He went into the pits between six and seven and has not been to day school. After he started
worked he went at nights and at Sunday School and can read the Testament a little but cannot
write. He like pitting well when he first went in. His mother wanted him to wind cotton bobbins
but he would like to go to hurry rather that do that. Pitting never did him any harm and he never
found the work too hard. He would not be afraid of sending boys into the pits but would not like
girls to go. It never hurt the boys as he can see. Boys can go to night school if they have a mind.
Going to night school when he did go never did him any harm. Pitting is a healthy trade and he
always had good health when he worked in the pits. He never hears any complaints on that score.
He has a good supper for selves and children when he goes home at night but does get drunk once
a year. His wife is a good mother and if his wife had worked he does not think she would have
made so good a wife. If parents nobbud takes care of bringing children up, working would never do
them any harm. He would not let his daughter work with anybody but himself.



No.26. John Laycock, 51 years old.

Wages a sovereign.

He went to the pits afore he was 6 years of age and can tell of his father hugging (carrying) him
home at night. He liked it very well and was forced to work or else he must not have bread. He
never went to school and cannot read and is sadly letten down with that. he feel t’want of that. It is
a sad letting down to a man. The work was not too hard when he went and never did him any harm
he always had good health as any man need have. He never lakes much for sickness in his life.

He has sent two boys into the pits when they were not much turned 6 years of age. They both
have thriven but one got a misfortune and has never in t’ pit sin. They must go young or they
cannot bend their bones to it. It would mash them to bits if they went when they were 13, they
could not do it. If they only went into the pits part of the day they would get more playing and
more larning but parents cannot do wi’ boys playing. They want summat t’ eat, and hungry lads
mun ha’ summut. His own boys got to night school and get on very well.

Are boys fresh to go to night school after their work? - They are fairish, like in a middling way,
some days that are worse than other some.
Is it no so good a think for women and girls to work about the pits? - Its fitter for men than
women. In former times women were forced to do anything to get a bit of bread.

His first wife pulled coal in the pits a long time before they were married. His second wife never
did. The first wife had learned to cook and so on properly although she worked in the pits. He
would not like to send a girl of his own to work about the furnaces. He has one but she never will.

No.27. David Robinson, 48 years old.

Blast furnace man, waged £1  10s. a week.

He went into the pits about 7 years old and was a parish ‘prentice. He did not like the pits. It
waur hard work, much harder than it is now and waur a very slender lad. He had much put to him
than he was able to do. For a stout lad it was by no means hard work. They will eat horse meat
when they come out. It would not do if they did not got till thirteen years of age. If they worked
shorter hours before thirteen and went to school, that would do right well. He would rather go to
bed without supper and have 6d. less a day and work shorter hours. It would be a good thing for
boys to work shorter hours and he would give his life to get that down and put down the new
public houses. They have ruined this part of the country.

No.28. John Ingham, 30 years old.

Wages 19s. to 20s. piece work.

How old were you when you first went into the pits? - A little turned seven.
Did you ever go to school? - Very little, to Sunday school, a bit.
Can you write? - I can read very little. spme odd chapters and cannot write.
What do you recollect about first going into the pits? - Can recollect crying after my father to
go with him.
Then you wanted to go with him? - Yes, I wanted to go with him but after I had been a bit I
should have liked to have stopped out.
Why? - I found it was working and not laking.
Did the work hurt you? - No.
Was the work hard? - It was hard one part of my time but when I had hard work I had good
wages.
It was your own choice to take hard work? - Yes.
What age were you? - Fourteen.
Have you had good health? - Very good.
Have you ever been subject to any particular complaint? - Never a complaint in my life o’no
sort whatever.



Should you have been better in any way if you had worked shorter hours when you were a
boy? - I cannot say I should have had better health for no man could have had better health than I
have enjoyed.
Do you wish you had been at a school when you were a boy? - Yes, I do.
Would you try to send your own children to school? - Yes.
Would you be content that they should receive rather less wages and have time to go to
school? - I don’t know for my own part, children take a deal of keeping.

No.29. Joseph Haydock, collier about 37 years of age.

Wages 18s. a week.

How old were you when you first went into a pit? - About 10 years old.
Did you ever go to school? - No, I did go once for 2 or 3 weeks but I was obliged to stop my
parents were so ill off they could not afford to send me. I went a deal t’ Sunday School.
Can you read and write? - I can read and write a bit poorly.
What do you recollect about first going into the pit? - I a’most can hardly tell you.
Did you like it? - I had been used to playing.
Was the work hard? - It waur not very hard.
Did it ever do you harm? - Why, nay, I can’t say that it ever did.
Have you good health? - I had bad health when I was a boy.
Have you ever been subject to any particular complaint? - Never a complaint in my life o’no
sort.
Should you have been better in any way if you had worked shorter hours when you were a
boy? - I believe sometimes if I had gone shorter hours I should have been better. Long hours and
little to eat hurt the constitution.
Do you wish you had been at school when you were a boy? - If I had been at a school to would
happen (perhaps) have been better for me now.
Would you try to send your children to school? - I should like to do, if I could afford it.
Would you be content they should receive rather less wages and have time to go to school? - I
don’t know how that would be. It would be very right in regard to that there if circumstances would
afford it.

No.30. Benjamin Alcock, collier, 33 years old.

Wages vary from 16s. to 20s.

How old were you when you first went into a pit?- About 10 or 11.
Did you ever go to school? - I went to Sunday School and some few weeks to day school.
Can you read and write? - Read and write a plain hand. I got mine daily at Seacroft Sunday
School, between Leeds and Tadcaster.
Was the work hard? - Very hard with us at that time, very. I don’t say it was so with all but it was
harder with another lad than me and I believe it injured me. I was down (ill) seventeen weeks.
Have you good health? - I have enjoyed very good health except about seven years since when I
was working wet work.
You were grown up then? - Yes. I was three or four and twenty.
Why did you do that wet work? - It was a particular job that the steward wanted doing.
Did the steward pay you anything extra for it? - No, not a penny piece.
Have you ever been subject to any particular complaint except what you have stated as
arising from wet work? - No.
Should you have been better in any way if you had worked shorter hours when you were a
boy? - Why, as for that, I believe, had I not been working in that first instance so severely, I should
have been better through life.
Have you know other instances of people being injured by being over worked when they were
young? - Why, there are what I have no doubt would have been finer, stouter children, if they has
not worked when they were young but I don’t recollect any other instances of sickness except my
own.



Do you wishh you had been at school when you were a boy? - Oh, certainly. It ha s been a great
misfortune to me. I might have been in a better situation had I been a scholar. I had the chance of
it.
Would you try to send your children to school? - I am doing that. My eldest boy is at school.
Up to what age do you think of sending him to school? - I should not calculate on sending him
to a pit till he be 13 years old or so.
Would you be content they should receive rather less wages and have time to go to school? -
If I could afford it, I would rather. Indeed, I consider getting them some learning is as good as
leaving them a fortune.

No.31. John Read, collier 25 years old.

Wages 18s. to 20s.

How old were you when you first went into the pits? - Between 7 and 8.
Did you even got to school? - Yes, a bit sometimes.
Can you read and write? - I can read about. I cannot write.
What did you recollect about first going into the pits? - I went with my father first for my own
pleasure.
Was the work hard? - It’s all hard work.
Did you like it when you first went? - Its waur as good for my fancy as any other sort.
Did it ever do you harm? - I don’t know that ever I had been sick beyond a day or two.
Have you ever been subject to any particular complaint? - Not that I know of.
Should you have been better in any way if you had worked shorter hours when you were a
boy? - I don’t know that I should.
Do you wish you had been at school when you were a boy? - Nay, I had rather be at work than at
school.
Would you try to send your children to school? - I should like to send then till they can work.
Would you be content they should receive rather less wages and have time to go to school? - I
don’t know, I think a poor man needs all he can get.

No.32  David Hamer, collier (Low Moor), 68 years old.

Wages 12s. a week at pit top.

How old were you when you first went into the pits? - I can’t tell exactly. I mud be about 8 years
old.
What do you recollect about it when you first went in? - I liked it very much. It does some
children a deal of good going t’ pit if they nobbud get plenty of meat.
You have worked 60 years then? - Yes.
Have you had good health all your life? - I were down (sick) about 3 years since for a quarter of
a year. I have been very hearty, God be thanked! There isn’t many at my age can do a days work
such as I can.
From 8 years old how long did you work at the bottom? - Till I was 43 or 44 years old.
You have never had any particular disease? - No, no.
Is you sight good? - It is as good as it used to be. I can see to thread a needle yet.
Did you ever go to school? - Nay, I never went much to school. I went a little bit before I began
going in t’ pit.
Can you read and write? - Nay, I can’t. I wish I could.
Do you wish you had been taught to read and write when you were young? - Ay, I do that. If I
had been a scholar, I should not have been doing the job I an mow. It is a very good think is
scholarship.
Your work has never done you any harm? - No, no, no.
Does it ever do harm to boys when they go in so young that you know of? - Nay, my sons went
in before they were 6 years old.
Did it ever do you any harm? - Nay, it never did none of my children any harm and I have
brought six lads up in the pits and they are all married.
Have you been steady all your life.? - Nay, not always. When I were young I were a wild chap



Have you sent you boys to school? - Ay, I have two or three that is very good scholars. They can
all read a bit but three of them can write very well.
Do you think it does girls any harm to work at the pit top? - It is very hearty for girls to be at t’
top. I don’t admit of them going t’ bottom.

No.33. Joseph Hobden (Low Moor), 29 years old.

Wages 14s. a week.

Employed at the pit top and he has never worked at the bottom. He would not like it because he
is not used to it. Them as is used to it like the bottom better then the top. He would send his own
children to the bottom as tight as be at the top. It never does them any harm, except accidents
which happen both at the top and bottom. It does not injure their health nor their eye sight.

____________________

No.34. The Rev, Joshua Fawcett, M.A., Trinity College, Cambridge, Incumbent of Wibsey Low
Moor, Parish of Bradford. February 9th., 1841.

How long have you been incumbent of Wibsey? - Eight years.
You are in the immediate neighbourhood of the Low Moor Iron Works? - Yes.
Do you know what sort of religious instruction they get at school? - Generally the Catechism,
reading the Bible, Watts’s Hymns and so forth.
Do you visit the working people? - Yes, from house to house.
As to the houses, is the interior arrangement such that men and women are obliged to sleep
in the same apartment? - Yes, I conceive that to be one of the greatest promotives to crime
possible and one of the greatest evils. I can mention a case of a family of fourteen in one room at
night and out of those five grown up persons.
And yet in this neighbourhood land is plentiful and stone cheap? - Yes. There are cases of four
or five brothers from the age of 12 to 20 sleeping in the same room with four or five sisters of the
same age. The number of illegitimate children is fearfully great.
Are you aware that the children are ever taken to beer houses, or scenes of drunkenness and
profanity? - I think not. They are turned out to play on the moor.
What become of children in after life who have been employed in night work? - There are not
many cases of night work and others are of night work alternate weeks and therefore the effects are
scarcely perceptible.
Do the children employed in mines appear to enjoy the same health as other children? - There
is no difference at all, it is equally as good.
It is not, I believe, the custom to employ girls in the pits here? - It is not the custom certainly,
though I know of an instance of two girls, sisters about 12 or 13, whose mother is a very dissolute
character and spends their wages in drinking.
But the feeling of the people here is against employing female children? - I should say no
decidedly.
Do the colliers generally enjoy good health? - Oh, very good. The occupation here is remarkably
healthy, both of men and boys.
Do the colliers attain great age? - Yes, I should say the colliers attain the usual age of man.
Are there any diseases to which they are peculiarly subject? - I should say none.
Are serious accidents frequent? - I should say not.
Are the women good household managers? - No.
Can you state their deficiencies? - I believe very few can sew, baking and cooking they can just
do.
Would not the education of females in household economy contribute very much to the
comfort, respectability and general well being of the working population? - Most decidedly.
Are you aware of cases in which families, in the receipt of large wages, live in discomfort, for
want of household economy and management? - Many.
What is the consequence upon the husbands? - They are driven to seek comfort in beer shops
and public houses



What do you think would be the effect upon the labouring classes of the instruction of
females in household economy? - Most beneficial, decidedly.

February 12th., 1841.

There are day, evening and Sunday School in the immediate vicinity of and in connection
with, the Low Moor Iron Works? - Yes.
What do you observe as to the disposition of the children employed in the mines to attend
evening and Sunday Schools? - I should say general indifference.
What is the proportion of children attending evening and Sunday Schools? - In the evening
school there are only about twenty and of those several are young men. In the Sunday School there
are boys of about 120.
There would appear then, to be much less disposition to attend evening than Sunday Schools?
Yes.
To what do you attribute this indisposition to attend the evening school? - To real exhaustion
in many cases, from the labour of the day. To use the expression of the parents when I speak to
them, “Its hard when their bairns have fallen asleep by the fireside, after their supper, to wakken
‘em up to go to school.
The consequence is that children entering the mines ordinarily at seven or eight years old, or
even younger, get no education at all, except what little they may get at a Sunday School?
Certainly.
What does Sunday School education, without the opportunity of attending day or evening
schools, really amount to as regards, not those who attend it under favourable circumstances,
but the mass of the population? - As to the amount of instruction it amounts to a mere nothing.
And as they are running wild six days of the week, it is impossible, upon the Sunday alone, even to
instil into them habits of order and subordination.
You can observe a marked difference between those Sunday scholars who attend week day
school and those who do not? - Yes.
Will you state at what points? - An ineptitude to learn, a want of the power of application, and
towards the teachers a want of respect, marks those who have none but Sunday School education.
You have stated that children entering the mines ordinarily at 7 or 8 years old, or even
younger, have no subsequent opportunities for instruction excepting through Sunday
Schools. and that the instruction there obtainable is very trifling. What opportunities of
instruction exist prior to the above mentioned age? - A school, supported by the gentlemen of
the works, at which the child may attend on payments of a penny per week.
To what extent is this school made use of? - Very partially.
To what does the instruction communicated in it amount in the case of those who attend
school? - Reading, writing, though imperfectly, in consequence of the early age at which the
children are removed.
What proportion of the young population do you suppose obtain these advantages? - A fifth at
the very outside.
Then, as regards the other four fifths, there is no instruction whatever obtained, excepting
their chance of Sunday School instruction which, if obtained, amounts, you have stated, to a
mere nothing? - Yes.
Can you observe any marked difference between those children who have, and those who
have not received efficient school education? - Oh, you can’t meet a boy in the road without
knowing it.
Can you trace any marked difference in after life? - General decency of behaviour, thriftiness,
saving, and a desire to improve their condition of life are the characteristics of those who have
received efficient school education.
Are the mass of the population marked by the absence of these qualifications? - Unfortunately
this is true.
From the general extension of efficient school education what effects would you anticipate?
The general discussion of the benefits above stated.
Are the school masters in the neighbourhood, apart from the Low Moor school, generally
well qualified for their duties? - I should say decidedly not. Many are ignorant of their own
ignorance and perpetuate in these scholars their own deficiencies.
Have you observed, as the result of education, any tendency to doctrines dangerous to
society? - I have, in particular instances but I regard this as a purely contingent and accidental evil.
Do you not consider that there is any advantage on this head in the arrogate? - No.
Is it your opinion that the better the education the less the danger? - Yes.



Can you state that the danger is greater with educated person than with uneducated persons?
I should think the danger is greater with uneducated persons because the uneducated will hear
dangerous doctrines from designing persons, without the power of judging for themselves whereas
the educated, not being dependent upon the testimony of others, are much more likely to arrive at
safe conclusions.

February 16th., 1841.

In the day school at Low Moor is any provision made for moral and religious training? - Yes,
there is.
Would you state the nature as to moral training? - They read the Scriptures and are examined
by the schoolmaster as to the meaning of what they read.
Is it the custom to take the children in the week school to a place of worship? - Yes, to the
Church.
Is it a regulation that they shall attend Church? - Yes.
Do you not think that this may operate to prevent attendance at school in some cases? - In the
case of Low Moor, I should say not.
In the case of the conscientious scruples against attending Church, would you require it? - I
do not think it would be required in that case.
Practically speaking, pains are taken to communicate moral and religious training beyond
mere instruction? - Yes.
Through yourself merely, or through the school master? - Through both.
Will you state to what proportion of the whole population moral and religious training to the
extent you have stated are thus communicated? - To a very trifling proportion. It is a mere drop
in the bucket.
So far as it exists, an you trace from it beneficial results? - Certainly.
And from the extension and general diffusion of such training what results do you anticipate?
The most satisfactory.
Do you think the feeling of parents and the exertions of benevolent individuals can
accomplish the object without legislative interference? - No, the influence of benevolent
individuals is but trifling, without a cordial coo-operation on the part of parents which co-operation
can scarcely be expected from parents who do not feel the value of education themselves.

No.35. Christopher Hird Dawson, Esq., Royds Hall, near Bradford. February 16th., 1841.

You are the partner in the Low Moor Iron Works? - Yes.
Your firm has for many years paid a schoolmaster for the instruction of the children of the
workpeople in your establishment? - Yes.
You have at various times contemplated making it a rule in your establishment not to receive
any young persons into your employment who has not received some degree of education?
Yes, for thirty and five years. At the same time placing within their reach the means of education
gratis.
You have been very desirous of having such a regulation? - Yes.
Will you state the difficulties which have prevented you? - Merely the want of sufficient
decision amongst our selves to enforce a rule in which there certainly was some difficulty.
You would cordially enter into any measures for this purpose? - Oh. yes, in a moment.
Will you state any opinion you have about the better education of females in household
economy? - It is of the greatest importance that they should be so far instructed as to be able to
mend and repair the garments of the family.
That is not generally the case at present? - No. A vast number of these females cannot wash or
mend or repair a single tear.
I believe the ladies of your family have taken considerable pains for many years to teach
better domestic habits to such a portion of the population as they have been able to influence
and superintend? - Yes.
Can you state what obstacles they have met with? - That the parents of the children will not
spare them from some occupation which would produce wages.
The children are therefore removed to work by their parents when their education is very
incomplete? - Yes, when it has not begun.



In those cases where you have been able to communicate good domestic education to females,
what results have you observed from it? - The best results, the good effect is far more visible
amongst the females than amongst the men.

No.36. James Sharp. General Steward, Bowling Iron Works, 45 years old.
February 16th., 1841.

Salary £100 a year.

Will you state the hours of work of the men and boys under your orders? - They begin soon
after 7 and do not stop for breakfast but stop for dinner as a general think for three quarters of an
hour but do not leave the pit. They stop at night at half past 3 to 4 or half past 4 or 5.
Do you allow them to work after 6? - In some cases we do. If they have lost time by drinking we
do not. If they have lost time by misfortune, we do.
Have you a statement of the boys in Pit Lodge No.1? - Yes.

Age when
Name Age went into School attended Can Can

pit day night Sunday read write
Sampson Hillam 16 6 no no no very little no
Jabez Scott 15 9 yes no yes knows letters no
George Marshall 16 12 no no yes a bit a little
John Walker 13 6 no no no mother taught him no
George Hodshall 11 9 no no sometimes not so much no

Are not these older than usual? - Yes.
At what age do they begin? - In some cases at eight years old.
You have boys from eight to thirteen? - Yes.

[Further examined No.45a.]

____________________

HURRIERS. BOWLING IRON WORKS and COLLIERIES. February 16th.,
1841.

No.37. Sampson Hillam, 16 years old.

Wages 6s.  6d., draws it himself, gives it to his sister with whom he lives.

Never went to day school or night school and to Sunday School only at odd times because he
had not had clothes to go in. He was without a mother or father. He has got clothes now. He went
into the pit when he was 6 years old and did not like it and does not like it yet. He had rather be
out. He comes into the pit at 6 o’clock. His sister calls him and himself sometimes. He is ready to
get up when he is called. He does not stop for breakfast but gets it in the pit while he is working.
He gets meat and cheese and cake and cake for breakfast and the same for dinner. He does not stop
for dinner and eats it while he is working. He goes home at night 5, 6, or 7 very oft. “Takes it
regular, its 6 when we go home every night.” He washes his hands and face when he goes home at
night. Mayn’t go to bed bout (without). He gets milk and porridge for supper. He can’t say that he
is pinched for meat but he could eat more if it was set before him. When they are bout, father and
mother they are none looked after so weel. Can’t say but what he sleeps middling. He is tired when
he goes to bed, varry ill tired. He has good health but is short o’ breath. It was not so before he
went into the pit. He never wants the doctor but has a cold sometimes. He has never been thrashed
by the men. If a man stuck him and he went t’ overlooker who would may stop the man his wages.
“Lads is not allowed to be thrashed wi’ t’ colliers ‘at I know on.” He would not be afraid of going
to the overlooker if anyone beat him He never goes to Church on Sundays ligs i’ bed while 2 or 3



(cricket) and nor-and-spell. He does so very oft in summer evenings. He can lake varry weel at
crackets. He sometimes cries. If he beant done right to he roars, thinking of his father and mother.

No.39. George Marshall, 17 years old.

Wages 7s.  6d. a week. Apprentice from Bradford parish. Lives with James Sharp (no relation) who draws his wages.
Can read a bit and write not very well. Never went to a day or night school. Went to Sunday School and goes there

still.

He began work at 13 and did nought before that. He gets up himself an goes t’ pit at half past 6
o’clock. He gets his breakfast of bread and porridge. For dinner sometimes cheese and cake,
sometimes a bit of meat. He does not stop for breakfast or dinner. He leaves the pit at night at 4 or
5 o’clock or sometimes 6 or 7, most nights 5 or 6 o’clock. He always washes himself when he goes
home at night and gets for super, pudding, meat and potatoes. He is never pinched. He could eat
more if it was set before him. Work is hard sometimes. He sleeps well and has good health. He
never wants the doctor. He is never beaten, if he was to tell the overlooker sometimes he would do
nought, sometimes would fine ‘em, just as he took it in his head. He should not be afraid to tell the
overlooker if he was beaten, but they do tell him hardly. Lads are not often beaten. He has never
been beaten himself. He goes to Church with t’ other scholars and has Sunday clothes. He is very
kindly treated. He lakes about on Sundays evenings. On fine summer evenings he lakes at cricket
and nor-and-spell. That is what he mostly does on summer evenings. He sometimes cries when
they call (find fault) him and he does not like it.

No.40. John Walker, 13 years old.

Wages 6s. 6d. weekly, mother draws them.

He never went to day, night or Sunday School. He can read a bit. His mother taught him. He has
no clothes to go to Sunday School. Father has lost the use of his legs as he got lamed in a pit. He
began work at 6 years old and liked it very weel. He is in the pit at 6 o’clock about of a morning
and does not stop for breakfast or dinner. He gets his breakfast at home and eats his dinner while
he is working. He gets porridge for breakfast sometimes. sometimes tea and butter and cake. He
leaves the pit at night sometimes at 5 o’clock, sometimes 6, 4 and 3. One night with another it is
between 5 and 6. He washes his hands and face when he goes home at night and gets for supper
meat sometimes, other times coffee and cake. He is never pinched but he could eat more if it was
set before him. He sleeps well and is tired when he goes to bed but not so tired as to hurt him. He
has good health and never wants the doctor. He is thrashed sometimes by pit folk, once or twice
when he done summat bad but he never tells t’ overlooker. He is not beaten often, nobbud once or
twice altogether. They are not much given to beating. He never goes to Church or Chapel as he has
no clothes to go in. He is at home on Sundays ne’re does nought nobbud tarries i’t’ house. In the
evenings sometimes he reads a bit with his mother. In summer evenings sometimes lakes at cricket,
nor-and-spell and football very oft. He likes it. He cries sometimes when folks are agate of him.

No.41. George Hodsall, 11 years old.

Wages 5s. a week, draws them himself and give it to his mother.

He never went to day or night school but he goes to Sunday School a bit and can read but not so
much. He gets himself up in the morning and is mostly ready at the right time but is sometimes
late. If he is too late they tell him to come sooner or else come at noon. He is in the pit at half past
six in the morning and he gets his breakfast before he sets off. He gets his dinner as he works,
coffee and dry cake. For dinner, butter and cake, never meat. He leaves the pit between 4 and 5
o’clock at the soonest, sometimes 6 and the latest between 6 and 7. He washes his hands and face
when he gets home at night always and gets porridge for supper. He is sometimes pinched when
his father has not work enough. His father is out of work but he does not drink much. Work is hard
and he sleeps well and is tired when he goes to bed but not so tired that he can sleep. He has good
health and never wants the doctor. They beat him sometimes but not oft, about once a week
b th h f t h If h t t ll t’ t h ld t th i f b ti



Sometimes he goes to Chapel with his mother but has only one suit of clothes. On Sundays when
not at Chapel he lakes at cracket or nought. On fine summer evenings he lakes at crackets and nor-
and-spell and football very oft. Does not oft roar.

ADULTS (employed in mines in their youth) BOWLING IRON WORKS and
COLLIERIES. February 16th., 1841.

No.42. John Chambers, collier, 49 years old.

Wages about 18s. to 20s.

How old were you when you first went into the pits? - About 9 years of age.
Did you ever go to school? - Never went to day school but to Sabbath School and a bit at nights.
Can you write and read? - Some little both.
What do you recollect about first going into the pits? - I liked it very well after I got agate.
Was the work hard? - Yes, hardish work, harder than it is today. There were no rails laid in t’ pit
then.
Did the work ever do you any harm? - Can’t say it ever did. I had good health as in any other
trade. I have never been a week poorly at once.
Have you ever been subject to any particular complaint? - Of late, now that I am getting rather
into years, a pain o’ t’ back.
Should you have been better in any way if you had worked shorter hours when you were a
boy? - I don’t know I am sure. I should happen have tired myself as ill with playing.
Do you wish you had been at a school when you were a boy? - Yes, it would have done me good
now.
Would you try to send your own children to school? - I do send ‘em to school when I can.
Would you be content that they should receive rather less wages and have time to go to
school? - I don’t know hardly I can spare that. We have as little as we can mak do.
Would it not be better for your children if they learned to read and write well? - Yes,
certainly it would.

No.43. Sampson Shaw, collier, 26 years of age.

Wages 18s to 20s. Is in the pit about 7 o’clock and stops till 4 or 5 in the afternoon

How old were you when you first went into the pits? - About seven years old.
Did you ever go to school? - Nay, not mich
Can you write? - I can read. I cannot write now. I learned to read at Sunday School.
What do you recollect about first going into the pits? - I liked it weel enough.
Was the work hard? - It waur none hard work that I know now.
Did it ever do you any harm? - Nay, it never did me any harm.
Have you had good health? - Yes.
Have you ever been subject to any particular complaint? - Nay.
Should you have been better in any way if you had worked shorter hours when you were a
boy? - Nay, I cannot say I should.
Do you wish you had been at a school when you were a boy? - Yes, I do.
Would you be content that they should receive rather less wages and have time to go to
school? - Nay, they mun  have as much as ever they can get.



Would it not be better for your children if they learned to read and write well? - Yes, it would
be better, right enough but then you cannot maintain ‘em as things is. They mun  work.

No.43. William Greenough, collier, 181/
2 years old.

Earns about 13s. a week at present, will earn more by and by. In the pit at 7 o’clock, hurriers go down first and come
up after.

How old were you when you first went into the pits? - Fourteen.
What did you do before that? - I laked most o’ time.
Did you ever go to school? - Ay day, night and Sunday School.
Can you write? - I can’t do so very much at it. I can’t write my name so weel.
What do you recollect about first going into the pits? - I wanted to go. I would not do ought
else, I would rather go than go to school.
Was the work hard? - Nay, not very.
Did it do you any harm? - Nay, I can’t say it ever did me any harm.
Have you had good health? - Yes, vary. I never took any doctor’s stuff in my life.
Have you ever been subject to any particular complaint? - Nay, never.
Should you have been better in any way if you had worked shorter hours when you were a
boy? - Nay, I cannot say.
Do you wish you had been at a school when you were a boy? - I had rather now have had a bit
of learning than be as I am.
Would you try to send your own children to school? - I don’t know. I think I am so poor I could
not raise their school wage.
Would it not be better for your children if they learned to read and write well? - Yes, it would
be better for them if I could afford it.

_____________________

No.45a. James Sharp, general steward, Bowling, re-examined. February 16th., 1841.

Are you prepared to swear that the hurriers as a general thing stop three quarters of an hour
for dinner? - Yes.
In what pits is it that they do not stop? - Where there are engines.
Which have you in Lodge Pit No.1? - Horses.
Then at Pit Lodge No.1 the hurriers stop three quarters of an hour for dinner? - I cannot
swear that. They have two horses and may not stop but their orders are to stop three quarters of an
hour. When the pits are deep they have two horses and may change them.
How many of your pits are deep? - We have six or seven deep pits with horses in.
Are your orders to stop for dinner obeyed? - Yes.
Is it your belief that the hurriers stop for dinner in the pit which I have examined the hands?
- No, it is very likely not.
Are your orders that they should stop? - Yes.
Then your orders are disregarded? - Yes, in some cases they may be, certainly.

February 17th. 1841.

You have heard your evidence of yesterday read over, is there any addition or alteration you
wish made? - There are forty five pits in the while, and of these, five do not stop at dinner time,
and the other forty do for three quarters of an hour or an hour.

________________________

No.46. William Henry Walkington Brownlee, Schoolmaster, Bowling.  February 17th. 1841.

You are the master of the day school in connection with St. John’s Church, Bowling? - Yes.



Your enrolments are derived from your scholars? - Yes.
Will you state the number of scholars in the day school? - We have about 120 upon the books
and are hoping for an increase. I have been here only 2 months and when I first came there were
only 30 scholars in the school.
Out of the 120 on your books, what number attend on the average? - The whole attend very
regularly.
Between what ages are your scholars chiefly? - From 6 to 16 or 17.
They are not, wholly form the labouring classes? - No. There are many children of publicans,
shopkeepers, overlookers and about 30 mill scholars for 21/

2 hours.
What proportion of the 120 are the children of operatives? - About 50 and those chiefly the
younger.
Does that 50 include the mill scholars? - Yes.
Then exclusive of the mill scholars, the number of children of operatives of only about 20?
Yes, or perhaps 25.
Do you know hat is the population of Bowling? -  I should think it about 10,000, if anything
above that.
What other school exists besides your own? - There is another in connection with the church
containing about 60 children of operatives and there are schools belonging to the Methodists and
the Quakers and several Dame Schools.
Do they teach much at the Dame Schools? - They merely keep the children out of the way. Their
mothers leave them there while they go to work.
To what degree, upon the whole, is education communicated to the children of the operatives
in you neighbourhood especially to those employed in the mines? - The education has been very
much neglected both on the part of the proprietors and the parents.
Will you make a general statement as to the condition of the children of the operatives?
They have been in almost deplorable state of ignorance in every respect as regards religion,
manners and education.
Do the children employed in mines get any education that you are aware of? - I think not
during the week. They attend Sunday Schools even then more irregularly but the fault seems
entirely with the parents. There has been plenty of work and I don’t see but they could spare a trifle
for school wages.
Your give that as an independent opinion not from your own interest in the matter? - Yes,
they are able enough to pay, if they would.
Do you find any disposition to send children to school after they are able to earn wages?
No, none whatever on the part of the operatives, though there are a few exceptions, certainly.
Do you, on the contrary, find that parents send their children to work as soon as they are
able to earn wages? - Yes, in almost every case.
Do the parents take any pains to give them an education before the age at which they are able
to earn wages? - A few do, many who can afford it do not.
Which are the greater number, those who do or those who do not? - Those who do not.
Is there any regulation about your scholars attending public worship? - No.
Have you any provision for moral and religious training independently of mere instruction?
Only what is optional with the schoolmaster. We open school in the morning with singing and the
Church prayers and on Friday we instruct them in the Church Catechism and Scripture History.
Do you take any pains to make them understand the subject by questioning and explaining?
Yes, and by giving them advice.
These advantages, however, I understand you to have stated, extend to only 20 or 25 of the
children of operatives? - Yes.
Participation in such advantages is wholly inapplicable to the mass of the working
population? - Entirely so.
Will you recapitulate in a few words the obstacles that prevent it? - The first reason is the want
of a proper system as the chief want entirely rests in the hostility of the parents, taking them in the
main.
You conceive that some interference is wanted to overcome the indifference of the parents on
the subject or their wish to obtain the earnings of the children? - Yes.
You give this as an independent opinion from observation independent of your position as
schoolmaster? - Yes, certainly. If I was in no way connected with school keeping, I should say it
was so.
Can you perceive any difference in manners, behaviour and conduct between the children
who come to you for 21/

2 hours from the mills and those who do not attend any school? - Yes,



You have a night school? - Yes.
What number of scholars? - Only about a dozen, mostly young men.
Do you think adequate instruction could be given to the children employed in mines with the
present hours of labour, say from half past six in the morning to 5 o’clock in the evening?
No. There is not time. When the children come out of the mill or the mine at night, they want play.
They have no inclination for school at night. Instruction should be given in the day time when they
are in strength and spirits. At night, if they are not at play, they are more inclined to go to sleep.

No.47. Thomas Charlesworth, schoolmaster, Bowling. February 25th., 1841.

What led you to undertake the profession as schoolmaster? - My own inclination.
Your school room is supplied free by the Bowling Company? - Yes.
But you receive your emolument only from the payment of scholars? - Yes.
What numbers of scholars have you? - About 80 boys and 40 girls.
Are they the children of operatives or of overlookers, shopkeepers &c? - About two thirds are
the children of operatives.
The population of Bowling is about 8000? - Yes.
What other day schools are there besides your own? - There are three besides my own.
What proportion of the children of the whole working population attend day school? - About
a quarter.
Have you any children of miners attend your school? - No.
Of what class, then, are the parents of the children? - Nearly all forgemen and some wool
sorters or combers.
To what do you attribute it that children of miners are not more generally sent to school? - I
attribute it to nothing but the neglect of parents.
The parents are indifferent about it? - Yes.
Do you attribute this to indifference about education or to a wish to have the earnings of the
children? - To both, jointly.

____________________

No.48. Mr. Isaac Clayton, coalmaster, Bradford. February 17th., 1841.

You are a partner in the firm of Rawson, Clayton and Cousen, coal masters? - Yes.
What number of hands do you employ? - I should think, men and boys, we have better than 200.
Have you any girls in your employment? - No.
About what proportion of your hands are boys? - About half.
Between what ages? - From 8 to 16 years old.
Will you state the hours of work? - They generally begin from 6 to 7, never much later than 7,
stop for dinner about an hour, without leaving the pits and leave off from 4 to 5 o’clock, taking it
upon an average, sometimes it will be 3 and sometimes 6.
It is never later than 6? - No.
Do they work regularly six days a week? - On, by no means. It will average about five days, or
hardly that.
Is that from the men drinking? - They take it as leisure time. Some will go a drinking and some
will not.
You were, I believe, yourself a working collier? - Yes.
How old were your when you first went into the pits? - Seven years old.
Did you ever go to school? - I never went to the day school in my life. I went to the Sunday
School and a little to the night school.
You can read, write and cast accounts of course? - Oh, yes, very well.
How long did you go to school at night? - Two winters. Sunday School about two years.
At what age? - Sixteen to eighteen.
It is common for working men to improve themselves as much as you have done? - I don’t
think it is. They might do if they took such pains.
Do you think there is time to do so with the present hours of labour? - Oh yes, quite sufficient.
Are they not too tired after they days work to go to school? - No, I cannot say that they are.



They have the strength enough to play? - Oh, yes. They are like wildfire when they have done
their work.
Do they play any game? - Oh. yes sometimes nor-and-spell, sometimes cricket.
Is there any place where they can play freely? - Yes, on the common and sometimes in the
fields.
You went into the pits at seven years old as a hurrier? - Yes.
Did you like it when you first went? - Oh, very well. I cried many times to go before I went.
Did it ever do you any harm? - Oh, no. I was not a healthy boy before I went and I began a
thriving as soon as I went.
Have you had good health since? - Yes, capital health.
What age are you now? - Fifty one.
Have you ever been subject to any particular complaint? - No, not the least.
Is you eye sight good? - Yes, very good.
Should you have been better in any way if you had worked shorter hours when you were a
boy? - No. I don’t think that I should. I should have employed myself in a deal of bad tricks most
likely.
Do you wish you had been to school when you were a boy? - I have quite sufficient learning for
what I want.
What do you think would be the effects of restricting the hours of labour for boys to eight
hours and requiring them to attend school two hours? - I consider they have their own time as
it  is. We put no restriction upon them at all. I never was bound and should not like to bind any
man. I wrought hard and took a day when I liked and collier now do the same.

No.49. John Raper, colliery steward to Rawson, Clayton and Cousen and Co., Bradford, 34
years old

The list you produce is a complete list of the boys in Pit Better Bed No.1? - yes.

Age when
Name Age went into School attended Can Can

pit day night Sunday read write
Jeremiah Clayton 17 10 no no half year spelling book no
William Hezlup 17 9 no no yes no no
Amos Robeyshaw 14 7 no no yes yes no
Daniel Woodhead 13 7 yes yes yes yes no
Jonathan Hunter 14 7 yes yes yes yes no
Joseph Hudson 14 10 no no yes ABC no
John Hudson 16 8 a bit a bit yes spelling book no
Richard Hezlup 20 13 no no a bit no no
James Hunter 13 9 no no a bit no no
George Ackroyd 9 6 yes no yes yes no
James Haley 12 6 yes no yes yes no
George Haley 10 7 no no yes not well no
John Fitshiral (Irish) 12 8 yes no yes a bit no
John Clough 13 8 yes no yes yes no
Eli Buckley 9 8 no no yes yes no

All these boys were separately examined by the Sub-Commissioner but it was not thought necessary to
take written depositions from the whole of them
[These boys were washed and dressed up as on Sundays and would not have been recognised as colliers

with two exceptions.]



HURRIERS at RAWSON, CLAYTON, COUSEN and Co.’s, Bradford.
February 17th., 1841.

No.50. Jeremiah Clayton, 17 years old.

Wages 7s. weekly.

He never went to day or night school but has been at Sunday School half a year. He can read the
spelling book. He went into the pit between 10 and 11 years old. He begins at half past 6 in a
morning. His step mother or brother calls him up and he is ready to get up. He breakfasts before he
goes and gets coffee and butter and cake. He stops for dinner half an hour to twenty minutes when
he gets pudding and meat and potatoes. He does not leave the pit. He leaves at night between 4 and
5. He washes his hands and face and ears every night. He gets butter and cake for supper or
potatoes and meat and pudding. Is very seldom pinches for meat, nobbud Fridays, towards t’latter
end of week. His father is in America. He sleeps well. He is tired when he goes to bed, sometimes
after he gets up in the morning but not when he gets again a working. He has as good health and
never wants a doctor. He is never beaten but the boys are beaten a little. He should not be afraid to
go to Church or Chapel. He has two suits of clothes. On Sundays ligs in bed while 9 o’clock. He
stops in th’ house while dinner is ready, then dresses. On summer evenings washes himself and
goes to bed. He lakes very little, sometimes at nor-and-spell on t’ moor and at crackets.

No.51. William Hezlup, 17 years old.

Wages 9s. weekly. Wages to a tommy shop.

He went into the pit at 9 years old. He goes down at six in the morning and gets himself up. He
gets his breakfast before he goes and gets butter and cake and coffee. He gets for diner of meat
potatoes sometimes and butter and cake sometimes. He stops for dinner about half an hour. He
stops at night about 5 o’clock and gets for drinking, butter cake and cake and coffee or tea. He
washes himself when he goes home at night. He is never pinched for meat. He could eat more of it
was set before him. The work is middling hard but he sleeps well. He is not oft tired when he goes
to bed and has good health and never wants a doctor. He never has had a cold. He is never beaten,
“if one man pays them a bit, t’other colliers call him.” The overlooker would be for turning off the
men who beat the boys. He would not be afraid of telling the overlooker. He does not go to Church
or Chapel. On Sundays stops in t’house nearly all day. He lakes on fine on summer evenings at
“going and hiding and then they come an seek ‘em.” He often lakes at cricket top ‘o Bradford
Moor. He sometimes cries when he pawses (traps) his toes or summat o’ that.

No.52. Amos Robeyshaw, 14 years old.

Wages 8s. weekly.

He has not been to day or night school but has been to Sunday School and can read the
Testament. He goes into the pit soon after 6 o’clock when his mother calls him up. He is
sometimes not ready to get up when called. He gets his breakfast of porridge before he goes. He
stops for dinner half an hour or twenty minutes and does not leave the pit. He gets potatoes and
bacon and cake for dinner. He stops at night about 5 o’clock, sometimes before. He gets for
drinking coffee and bread. He washes himself when he gets home. He is never pinched and could
eat more than he does. The work is sometimes hard and sometimes is not. He sleeps well and he is
tried when he goes to bed. He has good health and never wants a doctor. He is not often beaten but
sometimes when he is not minding his work. He goes to Chapel after Sunday School and has two
suits of clothes. On Sunday evenings he reads and gets catechism off. He goes to bed on week
days. On fine summer evenings he gets catechism off and does not lake. His mother won’t let him.
He never lakes at crackets but plays nor-and-spell sometimes. His mother would not let him if she
knows. He cries sometimes when the colliers beat him. The steward wouldn’t let him be beat if he
knew but he durnst tell him. Some boys dare.



No.53. James Hunter, 13 years old.

Wages 4s.  6d. Went into the pit when he was 9 years old.

He went to day, night and Sunday School and can read and write. He gets himself up in the
morning and goes down the pit at 6 o’clock, sometimes after. He gets his breakfast before he goes
and gets tea and butter and cake. He stops half an hour for dinner and stops in the pit and gets meat
and cake. He gets for drinking, potatoes and meat and pudding. He washes himself when he gets-
home and leave the pit at 6 o’clock. He is never pinched and can hardly say what they give him.
The work is hard but not harder than he can do. He sleeps very well and is oft tired when he goes to
bed. He has good health and has never been to the doctor nobbud once when he got his chin lamed.
He is not oft beaten and sometimes tells. T’overlooker never say nought. If a collier beats a hurrier
the hurriers all set to and flog the collier. “We flog ‘em, there’s so many of us. T’other colliers
laugh.” He goes to Chapel with the scholars and his father. He has two suits of clothes. On fine
nights he lakes at taws or naught, crickets, nor and spell. Sometimes cries when they hurt him.
T’colliers are oft agate of him and they flog them again.

No.54. George Ackroyd, 9 years of age.

Wages 4s.  6d. Father draws them.

Went into the pit at 9 years old and never went to day school or night school. He goes to Sunday
School and can read the spelling book. He goes to the pit at 6 in the morning and his mother calls
him up. He is ready to get up when she calls him. He gets tea and cake for breakfast before he
goes. He stops for dinner half an hour to twenty minutes. He gets sometimes meat, sometimes
butter and bread. He come out sometimes at 4 o’clock, sometimes 5. He always washes himself
clean at night. He gets for drinking, tea, and butter and cake. He is never pinched. The work is hard
sometimes, sometimes very easy. He sleeps well and is tired at nights but ready again next
morning. He goes to bed soon. He has good health and has had the fever. He is never beaten. If he
were to tell t’overlooker he would tell ‘em they were not to touch him. He goes to Chapel with his
sister and has two suits of clothes. At nights he goes t’night school. He lakes at nor-and-spell and
crickets sometimes. He sometimes cries when they bray  him.

No.55. George Haley, 10 years old.

Wages 4s. Went into the pit at seven years old.

He can read not so weel and he learned at Sunday School. He never went to day or night school.
He likes the pit and the work is hard but never does him any harm. He sleeps well and has good
health. He is never pinched for meat. He is beaten sometimes by the men.

No.56. John Fitzhirl, 12 years old.

Wages 4s.  6d.

He went to day school from two years to eight and can read a bit but not write. He likes t’pit
well enough and the work is hard. He is never pinched or beaten. Some lads sometimes are. He
sleeps well and never wakes. He has as good health.

No.57. Eli Buckley, 9 years old.

Wages 2s.  6d.

He likes t’ pit and the work is not hard. He sleeps well at night. He has s;plenty to eat and is
never beaten. Sometimes he lakes at taws. He has not begun laking at crickets but he will do when
he is bigger.



No.58. Mr. Ebenezer Sargeant, Byerley. February 18th., 1841.

You are the clerk in the employ of Messrs. Leah, Marshalls, Clayton and Co., iron masters,
Byerley? - Yes.
You have taken a considerable interest in the education of the operatives in you
neighbourhood? - Yes, in the immediate neighbourhood of our works.
What do you consider to be the degree of education obtained by the boys employed in the
mines? - Of the hurriers (boys employed in the mines) the major part will be able to read the
Testament.
How is the instruction communicated? - In Oakenshaw Sunday School.
With what religious denomination is that school connected? - It is for all denominations.
By whom is it supported? - By an annual collection at the school after a sermon preached
sometimes by an Independent sometimes by a Weslyian minister. We also receive whatever
amount we need from Mr. Leah, the principle proprietor of the Byerley Works who is a
Churchman.
Through what means do you obtain general attendance at the Sunday School? - Through
visiting the parents.
By whom has that visiting chiefly been performed? - By about half a dozen persons in all, but
chiefly by myself.
What do you find to the disposition of the parents with regard to sending the children to
Sunday School? - Some are very anxious for it, but others are careless.
To what extent does the instruction go which you are liable to communicate? - The average
can read the New Testament correctly, those who remain longest will give you correct answers to
questions asked from the Scriptures.
Beyond mere instruction in reading you take pains that they shall understand what they
read? - Yes.
What proportion of the whole remain long enough to attain this point of understanding what
they read? - I should say not a fourth.
Do you attempt instruction in writing? - No, not at all.
The amount of instruction you have stated is as much as under the most favourable
circumstances can be communicated by Sunday School teaching? - Yes, without paid teachers.
Do you think that children above the age of 13 are generally disposed to seek instruction in
night schools? - No, I think not generally disposed. There are exceptions.
There do not, then, with the present hours of labour exist means for giving instruction
beyond reading in the New Testament in the average of cases? - No.

No.59. Henry Leah, Esq., Byerley Hall, near Bradford. February 18th, 1841.

You are the principle partner in the Byerley Iron Works and chairman of the Bradford
Board of Guardians? - Yes.
You have for many years taken the strongest interest in the welfare of the working classes?
Yes.
Independently of other objects, you have been a large contributor to the funds of the
Oakenshaw Sunday School for children of all denominations? - Yes, I have contributed more
than half of the funds always and there are few schools in the neighbourhood to which I have not
contributed, more or less.
The workmen in you employ and in the immediate neighbourhood are well off, as far as
regards good wages and constant work? - Yes, I think they would say so themselves.
How are they as regards sobriety of conduct and comfort in their homes? - On the whole, full
as well as any part of the country that I am acquainted with. I have no doubt that the whole would
be very comfortable were it not for the habit of intemperance which is too prevalent among colliers
and which has been greatly increased by the introduction of the new beer houses. It has been a
matter of observation with me for many years, that where a working man has the good fortune to
meet with a wife who has been in service in a family and who is tolerably acquainted with
domestic habits and economy, I have universally found that family in more comfortable and
respectable circumstances than their neighbours generally are who have married girls from
factories or elsewhere.
You think, then, that a knowledge of household economy in females is most important to the



mother of a family, you not only find superior comforts and management in that family but I have
no doubt that it has a great tendency to prevent the husband resorting to places of intemperance.
The females in your neighbourhood are when married, generally speaking, destitute of a
knowledge of the arts of household economy? - Oh, yes.
Will you state how this operates? - They are and must be generally, from the nature of their
employment and the domestic habits at present prevalent, ignorant of the arts of cooking and
domestic management and economy of the family.
Is it within your knowledge that from this cause families in the receipt of good wages live in a
state of great discomfort? - Oh, yes, generally. It is a remark made that the more wages a family
get, the less comfort they derive from it. They live less creditably and more involved in debt. This
as a general thing, of course there are exceptions.
Have you at all considered the practicability of remedying this evil? - I have thought about it,
and thought of the establishment of some school under some competent matron for the purpose of
teaching domestic economy but I found there would be no chance of getting scholars, as all the
young females are tempted into factories by the high wages and liberty enjoyed. In fact, the high
wages and other liberties constitute so high a temptation, that few, very few indeed, of the natives
of the district become domestic servants.
The consequence of high wages, therefore is, that the proper duties of the wife and mother of
a family are never learned by the females of this district? - Yes.
Is there any hope of remedying this evil from the altered feelings of the working classes
themselves? - Indeed, I cannot come to any satisfactory conclusion as to any mode of remedy so
long as the system of factory employment for girls is continued.
Passing now from the subject of household economy, can you trace in the workmen in your
employ any superiority of the educated over the uneducated workman? - Yes, I think I can,
very satisfactorily. My observation goes to this, that a workmen with a little education is every way
superior more contented with his situation, more attentive, both to his moral duties and to his duties
as a servant. He is generally to be found aiming at some higher object, and trying to better himself
and his family.
Can you state any effect of education as regards sobriety? - Yes, I think that men who have
received some education are more domestic in their habits and less frequently to be found in
companies at places of intemperance.
From the greater diffusion then, of education you would augur the most favourable results? -
Undoubtedly.
Is it your opinion that the present hours of labour for boys employed in coal and iron mines
are such as to admit of their receiving adequate education? - They could only receive it in the
day on Sunday Schools but we have had night schools which have been very well attended and it
would not be difficult, I think, to make the night schools pretty general.
Do you suppose that any large proportion of the whole male population have ever attended
night schools? - I can scarcely speak as to the exact numbers. I think, at one time, we might have
near half, but that is not the case now.
Do you not think that after the present hours of labour the boys, at least under the age of
thirteen, and not sufficiently fresh to attend school with advantage? - No, I do not, If in health
I should think they would.

No.60. William Sharp, Esq., F.R.S., surgeon, Bradford. February 18th., 1841.

You have been for twenty years professionally attended at the Low Moor Iron Works? - Yes.
What is your opinion as to the general health of the boys employed in the coal and iron
mines? - The general health of the boys is good, but there are occasionally cases of deformity, and
also bad cases of scrofula, apparently induced by the boys being so early sent into the pits, and by
their working beyond their strength.
You consider this as arising not from anything in the occupation essentially prejudicial but
for the boys going too young and working too hard or too long? Oh, Yes.
You consider that their occupation produces these evils? - By the constant stopping, by
occasionally working in water and by its being hard work for boys.
Are they generally shorter in stature than other boys? - I think they are.
Does that arise from the position in which they work? - I think it does, and from the labour.



Whilst the boys at work in general appear to be in good physical health, are any serious
proportion of them injured in health and constitution? - There are occasional cases of serious
disease decidedly arising from their occupation.
You think the children would enjoy better physical health if prevented from working at so
early an age as they often do and if limited to shorter hours? - Yes.
Do you know cases where the children are sent to work early and the parents spend large
sums weekly in drinking? - Yes.
Such cases are within you own knowledge as of frequent occurrence? - Not unfrequent.
Are accidents frequent at the Low Moor works? - There is a great number of accidents in the
course of a year, but the works are very extensive.
Do you suppose that these happen from the inattention of the proprietors or the neglect of the
workmen? - Not at all from the inattention of the proprietors. Sometimes unavoidably but more
frequently from the neglect of the workmen.
Against such accidents is not the education of the workmen the best safeguard? - Yes, as it
sharpens their wits.

No.61. Mr. Thomas Mackley, surgeon, Wilsden, four miles from Bradford. February 24th.,
1841.

There are in your neighbourhood some coal mines lying rather apart from the general coal
and iron mines of the Bradford district? - Yes.
Girls are employed in them? - Yes.
That is an exception to the custom of the Bradford district? - Yes, I believe it is.
Can you state what reason leads to their being employed here and not at Bradford? - Want of
occupation in the mills and the absence of employment at home.
Will you describe the way in which they are employed? - They have a chain or belt about the
waist  which passes between the legs of the female and is hooked on to the waggon of coals which
they pull from the place when the men work to the bottom of the shaft. I should also add, that the
men in the pit work perfectly naked.
You say that from your own knowledge not from report? - From personal knowledge in two
cases, beyond that from report.
What number of girls do you suppose may, on the whole, be employed in the coal mines?
Not large.
What is the general state of morals in Wilsden? - Bad, for the younger branches.
Are you aware that the employment of females in coal mines makes it worse than it otherwise
would be? - I should fancy it must, though there is a great deal that is bad without that.
What is the earliest age at which you know of children being employed in coal mines? - Five
years and ten months.
Are you aware of any cases of children being seriously injured in health by being worked at
an early age? - None have come within my observation.
You think they are put to work at too early an age? - Most decidedly.
That is to say, you think they would attain to greater health and vigour if not put to work for
such long hours at so early an age? - Most decidedly.
But of serious and positive injury from over work you do not know of any instance? - Not,
excepting in this way that where there is a predisposition to disease as scrofulous affections for
example, exposure to the cold and wet excites the disease earlier than would otherwise be the case.
Have you personal knowledge of the degree of education possessed by children in the coal
mines? - What the have is confined to Sunday School education.
Have you any knowledge how far education to that extent is general amongst the children
employed in the coal mines hereabouts? - I can say, from personal knowledge, that it is only
partial. My impression is that few of the children employed in coal mines here attend either Sunday
School or any place of worship.
Can you from your knowledge of the working population of Wilsden, trace any distinction in
manners and habits between those who have and those who have not received education? - I
cannot, for the education received by any of them is so little that it is not sufficient to make a
distinction. The manners of the people are very uncouth and they are much given to intemperance.
Has any attention been paid to the improvement of the working population by the officiating
clergymen and other ministers of religion, to other benevolent individuals? - Some exertions



are made but they do not reach the colliers. From attending them in sickness on the Sundays I can
state that they attend public worship or Sunday School but little.
Will you make a general statement about the habits of the working population? - They are
much given to intemperance and that has been greatly aggravated by the facilities afforded by the
new beer shops. They are the greatest pest of the country and no language can express the injury
they produce upon the social and moral condition of the neighbourhood. Fourteen years ago I cane
to Wilsden. I had been resident in the place six months before I saw a man in a state of
intoxication, now I cannot pass six days without seeing several.
Can you state that the condition of the population in other respects has deteriorated in
consequence? - They are more degraded as regards the intercourse of the sexes and they have less
shame upon the subject.
Are the houses of the working population more of less comfortable than they were fourteen
years ago? - They are less comfortable and there is more poverty and distress.
Are the wages higher or lower? - They are lower.
From what does that arise? - From the introduction of machinery in other places.
What are the general wages of the neighbourhood at present? - At the lowest, 10s. to 12s. a
week for a man and 7s. to 10s. for females employed in power looms at the mills.
Is there, generally speaking, plenty of work for males and females at these rates? - Generally
speaking it is the case.
Are not the wages sufficient to support the population in comfort and frugality and sobriety?
Yes.
Do families earning the ordinary rate of wages and practising frugality and sobriety live in
comfort? - Yes.
Is then, the increased poverty and distress attributable to reduced wages or to worse habits? -
More to their present intemperate habits than to reduced wages.

No.62. Mr. Isaac Baxandale, Denholme Park Colliery, six miles from Bradford.
February 26th., 1841.

Are you the partner in the firm David Baxandale and Sons, coal owners? - Yes.
You have been connected with the Denholme Park pits about 7 years as managers or owners?
Yes.
You have recently taken the Wilsden and Allerton pits about 2 miles distant? - Yes.
In the pits you have had for 7 years you have paid some attention to the education and
improvement of the people? - Yes, as far as we are able.
In the pits which you have taken recently no such attention has been paid by the employers?
No. I believe not.
What difference can you perceive in the manners, character and conduct of the people here
with whom you have taken pains and of the people of Wilsden? - The people here are a good
deal steadier, more sober, and better behaved.
You attribute that to the pains you have taken in educating them? - Yes.
Do you find that their education makes them better workmen? - Yes.
Are you able to observe that it makes them more attentive to their families? - Yes.
Do those who have been educated live more comfortably? - Yes.
You state this from your own intimate knowledge of their habits? - Yes.
What are the general hours of work? - They are very uncertain. They lake about a day a week.
They begin generally at seven, stop for an hour, but do not leave the pits and leave off from 5 to 6.
Do they work after 6? - No. we don’t allow them to work after 6.
Do they not at some places drink two or three days a week and work long hours the others?
Yes, but we don’t allow that.
The following is a complete list of all the children employed in the coal pit called the New Day
Hole at Denholme Park, in the district which has been for 7 years under your management?
Yes.



Age when
Name Age went into Wages School attended Can Can

pit s. d. day night Sunday read write
James Wright 15 14 5 0 no no yes yes no
George Holden 14 11 5 0 a bit no yes yes no
Hartley Riley 15 12 5 0 1yr no yes yes no
David Brooksbank 15 8 5 6 no no yes yes a bit
John Wright 10 9 2 0 no no yes no no
Thomas Groves 11 8 3 0 no no yes says abc no
Christopher Groves 7 6 2 0 a bit no yes says abc no
James Wright 12 10 2 6 2 to3 no yes yes no

yrs
Jonathan Wright 11 7 2 6 1 yr no yes yes no
William Foster 10 pre 6 3 0 1 yr no yes yes no
Thomas Foster 7 6 1 6 no no yes abc no
Margaret Saville 10 don’t know 1 6 no no yes abc no
(works with brother Isaac)
William Tidswell 6 5 0 9 no no yes abc no
Mary Ann Lund 9 7 no no yes no
(works for father)
Bannister Lund 6 5 no no no no no
(works for father)

All these children were separately examined by the Sub-Commissioner but it was not thought necessary to take written
depositions from the whole of the,

All paid by the colliers.

____________________

HURRIERS. DENHOLME PARK COLLIERIES. February 26th., 1841.

No.63. James Wright, 15 years old.

He began at 14 years old and has not very good health. He is fearfully ill o t’ belly ache
sometimes. He has been a deal better since he were in the pit. He wound bobbins till he was 14. He
came int’ pit because they were fast for a hurrier and so was forced to come. He did not like it at
first but he like it well now. but think he will not be a collier. He did not like it for the first year. He
would have like it better if he had gone younger. He had got very near too big to go int’ pit. Can’t
tell whether he should have had as good health if he had come in’t pit at 6 or 7 years old. He has
fearful bad health before he cane in and better health since.

No.64. George Holden, 14 years old.

He came in at 11 years old. He drove the horse at the top before he went into the pit. He went in
because they wanted him and he like it. He had leiver do it than any t’other job. He has always had
very good health and always like it since the first day he went in. He would not have liked it at 6 or
7 years old. He was not too big to go in when he did go.

No.65. David Brooksbank, 15 years old.

He went in when he was 8 years old, He liked it when he first went in. He used to be tired when
he first went in and is now tired after a days work. He thinks he is more tired now than formerly for
he used to think nought about it and it is very hard work now. He cannot say but what he likes the
pit. He had rather be at laking or doing some other trade.



No.75. Christopher Groves, 17 years old.

He goes into the pit after 6 o’clock and lives close by. He gets up at 6, breakfasts at home on
porridge. He gets potatoes and collop and cake for dinner when he stops an hour. He gets it in the
pit an stops at night about 6. He gets porridge for supper and is never pinched for meat. He could
eat more if he had it to eat. The work is rather hard but not too much. He did not want to come but
was forced but he likes it. Had rather be int’ pit than at home. He sleeps well at night and is ready
to get up in the morning when it’s time. He never wants the doctor and is never beaten. He goes to
Sunday School but he has not two suits of clothes.

No.76. Thomas Foster, 7 years old.

He went in when he was 6 years old. He works with his father and he likes it. He does not know
whether he had rather have come in or stopped out. He is not pinched for meat and is never beaten.

No.68. Margaret Saville, 10 years old.

She cannot tell how long she had been in th’hoile. She has worked for her father and for her
brother. She like it middling weel and liked it when she first began. It is not such hard work. She
has as lieve go t’pit as stop at home. She is tired when she goes to bed and gets up of herself in the
morning. A’most knows when it’s time to get up. If she does not get up, they would say nought to
her but if they are not there at the right time, sometimes colliers will turn them off. She is not often
beaten but some folk beat them when they have a deal to do. She goes at 6 in the morning and gets
porridge for breakfast and stops for dinner half an hour or an hour when she gets cakes, no meat,
She stops about 6, sometimes it is 7 when they get home and gets potatoes and collop for supper.
She sometimes cries when things fall on her toes or lame he somehow. She goes to Sunday School
and sometimes to the Methodist Chapel with her father and mother. Her father is a collier and has
two suits of clothes.

No.69. William Tideswell, 6 years old.

Came in at 5 years old. He does not know what made him come into a pit. He does not know
anything about coming and he does not like it because his feet are sore. There’s a deal o’coals in
t’gate. He has had the skin off his leg till you could see the bone and had to stop at home then. He
does not like the pit.

No.70. Mary Ann Land, 9 years old.

Mary and Bannister are brother and sister and are hired by their father.

She had leived stop at home than go. Her mother wants her to tent. She does not know why she
does not stop at home. They have two great lads. Father wants her to come and she never gets
beaten. She gets enough meat. Father does not oft got to the public house. She has not been this
mony a year. She does not go t’ Sunday School. Mother does not like her to go because it is so
cold.

No.71. Bannister Lund. 6 years old.

He does not like t’pit and had rather be at’top. The work is hard but he is not ill tired. He has
enough to eat but could eat more if he had it. He is never beaten.



No.72. Mr. Isaac Baxandale, re-examined.

Do you know John Lund, the father of Marry and Ann and Bannister Lund who have just
been examined? - Yes.
What is his character? - He is a very steady man and a good moral character, not religious and a
good workman.
Does he take care of his family? - Yes, I believe he does.
Does he drink? - No.
How would you account for his working his children at so tender an age? - I cannot tell.
What wages will the whole family earn? - One or two and twenty shillings a week to my
knowledge without reckoning these two children and they have another boy who, I should think,
will earn 7s. or 8s. but that I do not know as he does not work for us.
That will make about 29s. a week without these two children? - Yes.
The parents seem to consider the amount of wages more than anything else? - Yes, that must
be the case with John Lund, I think he is saving a little money.

No.73. Mr. David Baxandale, jun., of the firm of David Baxandale and Sons:-

The following is a complete list of the children employed in Allan Pit and Jack Pit in Wilsden
which have been for about two months only in our hands? - Yes.

ALLAN PIT

Age when
Name Age went into Wages School attended Can Can

pit s. d. day night Sunday read write
Gibson Pickles (absent)
Joseph Brookshank (absent)
John Smith 16 8 6 0 no no no no no
Joseph Binns 15 8 6 0 no no no no no
William Anderton 12 8 5 0 no no a bit no no
Joseph Saville 14 13 4 6 4 yrs no yes a bit no
Oliver Jennings 9 7 no no yes abc no
(works for his father)
Isaac Wright 7 7 1 3 no no yes no no

All hired by colliers.

JACK PIT

Age when
Name Age went into Wages School attended Can Can

pit s. d. day night Sunday read write
Hiram Fowler 14 12 5 6 yes no yes yes yes
Michael Ashley* 15 6 no no yes abc no
William Downes 14 12 6 0 no no yes abc no
William Smith 19 7 6 0 no no no no no
Jonas Downes 10 7 5 0 6mths no yes yes no
Thomas Downes 10 7 5 0 3mths no yes little no
James Close 13 10 1yr no no yes no
Richard Close 9 7 1yr no yes abc no
(both work for their brother)

*Orphan. Lives with collier who draws his wages and keeps him

These children were all separately examined by the sub-commissioner and as their statements did not differ in
character from the many which have already been given it was not thought necessary to take more than the

particulars contained in this table with the exception of the two depositions which follow:



No.74. Joseph Saville, Wilsden, 14 years old.

He came into the pit at 13 years old. He likes being in the pit. Before he went in he drove the
horse at the top. It was his own choice to go into the pit. He wanted to go. His father and mother
said he should not go for fear of his being killed. He went and drove the gin horse and they let him
go.

No.75. Michael Ashley, Wilsden, 15 years old.

He went into the pit at 6 years of age. He has no mother or father. He lost them when he was 6.
His grandmother sent him to the pit to his uncle. He does not like it so weel. He got sadly ruined
when he first went in. His uncle kept braying him. He does not work for his uncle now and does
not get brayed now. He likes it rather better than he used to do. He would has’ liked the work well
enough but for his uncle. He was never pinched for meat at any time. He lived with his
grandmother when he worked for his uncle.

____________________

No.76. Mr. Alexander Muir, surgeon, Bradford. February 22nd., 1841.

You have for seven years professionally attended at the Bowling Iron Works? - Yes.
What is you general opinion as to the health of the children employed in the coal and iron
mines? - Generally good.
What is the age at which the boys enter the mines? - About seven years of age.
Have any cases come within your knowledge of boys being injured in health or constitution
from entering the mines at that or an earlier age? - No.
You are prepared to say from the extent of your observation that such occurrences do not
happen? - Yes, perfectly so.
Are there any particular diseases to which colliers are subject to? - No, excepting that the
hurriers are occasionally affected by a formation of matter upon the forehead in consequence of
their pushing the waggons with the head.
To what extent is such formation of matter injurious to the general health? - It produces
considerable local irritation. When the matter is allowed to escape it heals as perfectly as before.
It is not then seriously or permanently injurious? - Not at all.
Do you conceive this use of the head to be a necessary or unnecessary part of the occupation?
I should think it not necessary.
Is it confined to the younger boys? - Yes.
Does not it arise from a deficiency of strength the head being used to supply the place of the
arms? - I should think it does.
Is the eyesight of persons employed in coal and iron mines generally good? - Yes.
Are you aware of any cases of white swelling or scrofula induced by working in the wet? - I
have known cases of latent scrofula excited by working in the wet but scrofula is not more
common amongst colliers than amongst any other class.
Will you mention any particular circumstance within your knowledge regarding the health of
colliers? - I have known, during an experience of eighteen years a collier die of phthisis or what is
commonly called consumption.
To what peculiar circumstances do you attribute this? - I am inclined to think it is peculiarity of
the atmosphere they breathe but that is only a theory.
What is the general health of colliers and collier boys compared with the general health of the
district? - Equally as good.
Are the colliers short lived? - No.
Are the collier boys shorter in stature than the average? - No.
You are the certifying surgeon under the Factories Act? - Yes.
What is you opinion of the effect of the shortening of the hours of labour upon the children
employed in factories? - A decided improvement.
What is you opinion would be the effect of introducing some such regulation with regard to
the children employed in mines? - It would be greatly to the advantage of the children.



What degree of improvement would you anticipate in their physical condition? - That they
would be taller and more muscular. The colliers in this neighbourhood as a body are decidedly
smaller in stature than the average though not less healthy.
Is it your opinion that a greater duration of vigour in manhood would be the result of lighter
labour in childhood? - I should think so.
Is it in fact your opinion that the employment of children in mines for the present hours even
though the elasticity of youth may enable them to bear it, produces in the long run a waste of
strength by drawing heavily upon the posers of the frame before they have obtained their
maturity? - Decidedly so.
At the same time do you consider a moderate degree of labour in childhood injurious or
otherwise? - No at all injurious.
You would consider then that there is nothing injurious in the employment of boys in mines,
but that a restriction of the hours of labour is desirable? - Very much so.
From your knowledge of the parents do you think they would be disposed to enter into these
views regarding the children? - I think not. That are anxious for the emolument of the children’s
wages.
The parents then are too apt to sacrifice for temporary emolument the permanent welfare of
the children? - Not a doubt of it.
The parents, then, either from cupidity or from ignorance are not properly attentive to the
welfare of the children? - No.
This than is a fair ground for legislative interference? - No doubt of it.

No.77. Mr. H.A. Illingworth, surgeon, Bradford. March 5th., 1841.

You have for fifteen years attended professionally at the Byerley iron works? - Yes.
What is your opinion of the general health of the colliers? - In general, good, though I think on
the whole short lived comparing them with other operatives.
What is your opinion of the health of the children in particular? - I should say they are stunted
in their growth but their general health is good as compared with children engaged in other
occupations.
Do the children continue to be stunted in their growth as adults? - In general, though there are
exceptions.
Do you suppose there is any connection between the children being stunted and the colliers
being short lived? - I think that both arise from the peculiarity of the position in which they work.
Do you apprehend that the children would be less stunted and the adults less short-lived if
the hours of labour for children from the age of eight to thirteen were shortened below what
they are present? - Undoubtedly.
You consider that a measure important for the health of the labouring population employed
in the mines? - I do.
As a certifying surgeon under the Factories Act can you state that any decided improvement
in the physical condition of the children has taken place from the reduction of the hours of
labour? - Not the slightest doubt of that. Crooked legs and deformed children are not so
prevalent as they were.
Are there any diseases to which colliers are peculiarly subject? - No, I think none.
You are not aware that scrofula or white swelling are brought on by working in the coal
mines? - No.
What do you consider to be the moral condition of the colliers? - I should say very bad, owing
mainly to the want of the slightest education.
Have you had any opportunity of observing the effect of the present law regarding beer-
shops? - Yes, I do not know how I can sufficiently express my abhorrence of those places. I have
had powerful experience of the degrading influence they exercise. There is a circumstance to which
I have paid some attention, at assizes and quarter sessions, where I have frequently occasion to
attend, that evidence has been elicited in court that robberies are almost universally connected at
beer shops and the proceeds divided there.



No.78. Mr. Alexander Muir, Surgeon Bradford; Second Examination, February 25, 1841.

You have resided in Bradford for the last eighteen years? - Yes.
You have during that period professionally been among the working classes? - Yes, a great
deal.
You have paid attention to their general condition and domestic comfort? - Yes.
What is you opinion of the general condition and domestic comfort of the lower classes now
as compared with that there were eighteen years ago? - They are not so good now as they were
then.
Are the houses of the poor less comfortable? - Yes, decidedly.
Are they better or worse furnished? - Worse, where they used to be a clock there is now a
cupboard.
Are the mothers of families and the children more or less neat in their clothing now than
formerly? - About the same.
How are the general habits of the people as to morality and straight forward dealing? - I
should say decidedly worse.
Wages are good in this part of the country and ample for the working man’s wants?
Perfectly ample.
To what do you attribute this deterioration in the condition and habits of the people? - The
sons of honest parents who used to carry their wages home now spend it in the beer shops, which
an honest publican formerly would not allow.
Will you describe what you consider to be the effect of the law regarding beer shops? - They
are the receptacles of every kind of vice. Independently of the great amount of drunkenness they
are regular and established places of promiscuous sexual intercourse amongst the younger part of
the male and female population.
You consider then, therefore, as causing a great increase of drunkenness and independently
of that leading to the worst moral habits amongst the population? - Yes, decidedly.
From this a general deterioration of the working population must follow? - Yes.
Can you state any details within your own knowledge as to the practice of the younger part of
the population in frequenting beer houses? - There are beer houses in this neighbourhood where
male and female children form fourteen years of age to nineteen and in number from ten to twenty
of both sexes meet nightly in numbers. This I know from the statements of children of a tender age
who are frequently brought to me by their parents in a diseased state and in one instance from
personal knowledge, having enterd a beer house late in the evening by mistake for another house.
You consider that beer shops afford facilities for these proceedings which would not
otherwise exist? - Yes, beer shops are generally kept by those who are too idle or ill disposed to
work, and who are ready to sanction and encourage any kind immorality which will give them
profit.

No.79. Thomas William Embleton, agent and manager of the Middleton Colliery, Leeds. March
1st., 1841.

About what number of hands do you employ? - Two hundred an eighty six.
What proportion of those are children under the age of thirteen? - Only eighteen.
What number are young persons from thirteen to eighteen? - We have taken it from the age of
thirteen to twenty one. The number of those is fifty six.
Have you any girls in your employment? - None at all.
Are girls employed in this neighbourhood that you are aware of? - Not nearer than Wakefield,
I think.
At what age do the children enter the mines? - About nine years of age. I find the youngest in
our employment did not begin to work till he was eight and a half years old. As a general rule we
never take them till they are about nine years old, unless it be the child of a widow or something of
that sort. The youngest now in our employment is eight years and ten months old.
Do you know how they were employed previously? - Before the passing of the Factories
Regulation Act they used to be in the mills before coming to us.
Are you aware whether they have received any education before entering the mines? - I
believe that most of them have attended a day school before they come. All those under thirteen
can read an easy book.
Are you aware what has led to this amount of education? - The feeling of the parents, and



Have you a school connected with the colliery? - Not exactly but the schoolmaster has his school
and coal free of charge and Mr. Brandling pays the charge of about twenty children, sons of
colliers, before the age at which they enter the mines.
Do you find that the children commencing work at nine or ten years of age are too old to
adapt themselves to the employment? - Oh, no. In some places where the seams are very thin ten
would be fully old enough.
Would you have the kindness to state the general hours of work? - From a little before six in
the morning till two or four in the afternoon. That is the time they are in the pit, but they do not
work the whole of the time.
Are there any stated stoppages for meals? - No, they eat when they choose.
Would there be any objection to the children taking their meals above ground? - The danger
of accidents would be considerably increased in the ascent and descent of deep shafts. There would
be a greater labour to the children in having to walk half a mile to three quarters, in some cases,
from the place of work to the bottom of the shaft. There would be very serious loss of time. I have
calculated that the ascent and descent in some cases could not be made in less than an hour and a
half, in others less than an hour.
You wish to state that the practical inconvenience would be serious? - Yes, and with the
present hours of labour and with the frequent opportunities they have of stopping when they like, it
would be no advantage either to the men or the boys.
Would it be regarded as a trouble by the men and boys? - It would, certainly. Their one set
when they get down is to get their work done and get up again.
Do you ever work during the night? - Yes, very frequently we do.
Is that usual with other coal masters in the district? - Yes, occasionally.
What are the circumstances under which you do it? - One circumstance is this, that in the
winter, when the demand for coal is considerable, we cannot work the quantity required during the
day time, owing to the particular state of the works at the time. The number of places at which the
men can work is so small that it is impossible to get the required quantity of coal within eight
hours. We have frequently two and sometimes three sets of men. Another case in which we are
obliged to work in the night is in removing the pillars of coal left to support the roof, as if there
were an interruption of work for twelve hours. the roof would come down and the coal is buried.
Another case is, where there is constant influx of water, which if not removed, as it come in during
the night as well as the day, would prevent the mine from being worked at all. We are also enabled
by night work to prepare coal in the summer for winter working in the winter and thus give the
men and children more regular employment, for in preparing that coal the man earn the same
wages as in winter, but raise less coal. But we had always rather confine ourselves to day work, if
we can.
But your night work does not involve the working of any set of hands constantly in the night,
and it does not bring young persons of both sexes together? - No.
It is not then open to the most serious objections of night work? - No.
Have you had many accidents? - We have had one man killed since 1825 by an explosion, and
one by the roof falling.

No.80. Charles Wailes, bottom steward, Middleton Colliery. March 3rd., 1841.

You do not generally take children into the pit till they are about nine years of age? - Very
seldom. Not unless we are solicited by widows or something of that sort.
Do you find boys at nine years old too big to get accustomed to work in the thinnest seams of
coal? - No.
What is the thinnest seam you have? - Two feet four.
Will you state what the boys, whom you do take, have been doing up to the time they come to
you? - A few have been at the mills half time but not many.
Are you aware whether they can generally read when they come to you? - Some can, and some
cannot. Most of them can read an easy book.
You find there is not difficulty in their learning to read if pains are taken so that they make
the best use of their time? - None at all. They are out of the pits at two, three or four o’clock.
Are they not too tired to go to school after that time? - No, they run about like park hares. They
are quite full of action.
You were a collier yourself? - Yes, I was brought up to it from infancy.
At what age did you go into the pit? - Eight or nine years of age.



Did you companions who worked with you to go to night school also? - Odd individuals. It was
not a general thing.
Have you observed that those who attend the night school with you have got on better than
those who did not? - I cannot say, having left the country in which I was brought up.
If you had not been to the night school and improved yourself, could you have got on as you
have done? - Certainly not.
Will you state how frequently accidents occur in the Middleton colliery? - Very seldom indeed.
There is the least accidents in the Middleton colliery of any that I have been at, either slight or
fatal.
How do you manage that there shall be so few? - There is great caution used by the steward and
by the agent, and directions given to the men.
When accidents do happen is it from unavoidable causes, or from carelessness of the men
when they have been cautioned? - The last fatal accident that occurred rather more than twelve
months ago was a man named Joseph Crossly who took a candle in opposition to express orders.
The boys now present and which names follow are the whole of the children under the age of
thirteen in the Middleton collieries? - Yes, except two who work above ground.

Age when
Name Age went into Wages School attended Can Can

pit s. d. day night Sunday read write
Joseph Butterfield 13 11 3 6 yes no yes yes no
William Brown 12 7 3 6 yes no yes yes no
Benjamin Barker 12 7 yes no yes yes no
(with his brother about 5s.)
Thomas Crossley 13 10 7 0 yes no yes abc no
William Taylor 9 9 3 0 yes no yes yes some letters
Benjamin Liversedge 13 9 7 6 a bit no yes a bit no
John Caley 13 9 6 0 yes yes yes yes a bit
William Crossley 12 10 4 0 yes no yes yes no
William Spink 11 9 3 0 yes no yes yes yes
John Wood 13 11 3 6 yes no yes yes yes
Thomas Cope 11 10 6 0 yes no yes yes yes
Benjamin Dickson 13 11 6 0 yes yes yes yes yes
William Wright 12 8 6 0 yes a bit yes yes no
John Crossby 9 9 3 0 yes a bit yes yes no
James Green 12 10 3 6 yes no yes yres yes
William Moon 9 9 3 0 yes no yes yes yes
James Handforth 10 10 3 0 yes no yes yes yes
George Caley 9 8 3 0 yes no yes yes no
William Marshall 9 9 4 0 a bit no no abc no

The boys, it appears, generally attend school before they come to the pit and can generally
read? - Yes.
Will you state what measures have been used by the employers to accomplish this? - By
engaging steady men and the men set a good example to the boys and look after them.

______________________

HURRIERS. Middleton Collieries, near Leeds. March 3rd., 1841.

No.81. Joseph Butterfield, 13 years old.

Went into the pit at 11 years old. Wages 3s.  6d.

He went to day school two years before going into the pit. He learned a bit to read. He has gone
to Sunday School. When he first went into the pit he did not like it and he was put to hurry coals by
himself. The work was too hard. Mother said he must go back to school. He went to school four



into the pit again and he liked it very well. He had to hurry with another boy. He comes to work at
five in the morning and gets up at half past four. His father calls him and he is ready to get up. He
breakfasts before he goes on milk and bread. He gets dinner in the pit when he stops for about half
an hour. He stops many time besides when they are waiting for coals. He gets for dinner some fat
and bread and when at home, for dinner, about once a week besides Sundays, he gets meat and
potatoes. He comes out of the pit at night at three at the soonest and at half past five at then latest.
He washes himself clean at night. He gets cheese and bread for supper and he has always plenty to
eat. He could eat more sometimes. The work is not too hard and sleeps well at nights. He is
sometimes tired when he goes to bed. Not next morning when he wakes. He has always had god
health. He is sometimes beaten in the pit by his partners (other boys). The men never beat him. He
has never seen a man beat a boy. He goes to Sunday School and sometimes goes to Chapel from
there. He has very good Sunday clothes. Sunday nights he goes to the Methodist meeting with his
father. On fine summer evenings he lakes at nor-and-spell. He never works at night.

No.82. Thomas Crossley, 13 years old.

Went into the pit at ten years old. Wages 7s.

He went to day school a year before coming into the pit and to Sunday School since. He has not
learned much to read. He knows his letters. He gets up at half past four and begins at five. He is
ready to get up when called. He breakfasts before he goes home. He gets coffee and butter and
bread. He does not stop for dinner. He gets butter and bread for dinner. He come out at night, three
fur and sometimes five. He gets potatoes and meat for supper. He works nights sometimes.

No.83. William Taylor, 9 years old.

Began at 9 years old. Wages 3s.

He went to school four years before he began to work. He learned to read and he can read the
Testament. He gets up at half past three and goes with his father. He always gets up when his father
does. He is there sooner than the other lads and is in the pit about five. He breakfasts before he
goes and gets boiled milk and sops with it. He gets bread and drink and meat at eleven o’clock but
does not stop work. At two o’clock he gets the same to eat as at eleven. He sometimes leaves the
pit at three o’clock, sometimes as late as six. At night he gets meat and potatoes. He washes
himself clean. His father pays (beats) him if he does not. The work is not very hard and he is not
tired when he goes it bed. He sleeps well and has good health. He never wants a doctor and has
never lost a days work yet. He is never beaten. Men sometimes beat lads but not often. He thinks.
On Sunday he goes to school and to Church every first Sunday in the month. He has good Sunday
clothes. On fine summer evenings he plays cricket, nor-and-spell, football or shuttlecock. He
sometimes works at nights and has sometimes worked a week, sometimes a day. He does not like it
much and had rather work by the day. It never did him any harm.

No.84. Benjamin Liversedge, 13 years old.

Began at 9 years old. Wages 7s.  6d.

Before he began to work in the pit he went to school for half a year and knows his letters. He
goes to Sunday School now. When he first came into a pit he like it very well. He comes at five in
the morning and gets up at half past four and is ready to get up when he is called. He gets tea and a
bit of butter and bread for breakfast. He gets a bit of bread and a sup of drink any time when at
work when the works is standing. He gets his dinner when he gets home about four o’clock and is
never later than five. His dinner is pudding and potatoes and a bit of meat. He is never pinched for
anything to eat and could not eat more of he had it. The work is not very hard but he is sometime
tired when he goes to bed but is not tired the next morning and gets well rested. He has good health
and has never been to a doctor. He is never beaten but some of the lads are now and then but not to
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crickets and nor-and-spell almost every night except in winter. He has good Sunday clothes. He
sometimes worked in the night a week at a time but not oft. He does not dislike it but had rather
work in the day. He works less hours when it is night and the wages are the same.

No.85. John Caley, 13 years old.

Began at 9 years old. Wages 7s.  6d.

He has been to day school a year and a half and has learned to read. He has since learned to
write at night school. He does not go to night school now beacuse the master is not keeping it.
Seven boys attended. He would go if there was a school. When he went to night school, he went at
six o’clock and stopped till eight. He was sometimes a bit tired but could go on with what he was
doing and never fell asleep at night school that he recollects. He went to night school of his own
choice but asked his mother. He cannot go on with his writing now as there is no school and they
don’t teach it at Sunday School. He has not good health and is not well in his inside. He is sure he
never felt it before he went into the pit. It is where it is bending low. He does not know if any of
the others boys have anything the matter with them. He never tells the other boys he is ill with
bending and they never tell him they are. The pain he feels is, his inside keeps rolling. He has told
his mother may a time he is not well. He gets up about half past four and is at the pit at five. He
gets his breakfast sometimes tea and bread, sometimes boiled milk and does not stop for dinner. He
takes a piece of bread and sometimes a bottle with some drink or coffee. He comes out of the pit
between three and four. He washes himself when he gets home and he gets bread and potatoes,
sometimes meat. He sleeps well at nights and is never pinched for meat. He can always eat it when
it is set before him. The pain in his inside does not hurt at all but his inside keeps rolling and he
feels it perhaps once a day. He sometimes plays nor-and-spell but he is poor hand at laking. On
Sundays he goes to school and he has good clothes to go in. He never works at night.

No.86. William Crossley, 12 years old.

Began at 10 years old. Wages 4s.

He went to school two or three years before he began to work. He can read and write and goes
to Sunday School. He works as a hurrier and like it. It is hard work and he is tired at night and he
sleeps well. He is not tired the next morning when he gets up. He has always enough to eat and
drink and has good clothes.

No.87. John Wood, 13 years old.

Began at 11 years of age. Wages 3s. Father a collier.

He went to Middleton day school for two years and learned to read and write there. When he
began to work he liked it very weel. The work is hard and he is tired at night but he is not tired
when he gets up and feels right for work then. He has always plenty top eat and drink and he sleeps
well at night. He has good health and never wants a doctor. He is never beaten. He goes to Sunday
School and to Church from there. He has good clothes to go in. On Sunday nights he goes to the
meeting with his mother. On weekdays he lakes about at bed-stocks (running about and catching
one another), nor-and-spell, &c. He has worked at nights for about a month and a half. He has
never been lamed as boys do not often get lamed.



No.89. Benjamin Dickson, 13 years old.

Began at 11 years old. Wages 6s. Father a collier.

He was at Middleton school about two years and at Hunslet school. He can read and write and
has been to night school. He liked going and gave up because the schoolmaster had illness and
dropped it. He is going to start again when the master gets right. He does not like going into the pit.
“I waur flaid o’gettin’ hurten.” Is not flaid now and likes it now and the work is not too hard. He
sleeps well and is not tired when he goes to bed. He has middling good health and night ails him
now but he has had rheumatics. He could not sleep in bed but he had it before he went into the pit
and has been healthy lately. He has plenty to eat and drink. He is never beaten in the pit. He goes to
Sunday School and to Chapel in the afternoon. He has good clothes. On Sunday evenings he goes
to meetings and on weekday evenings he goes to the cinder-holes and watches ‘em lake. He can
not lake himself as he cannot run. He sometimes does night work a week at a time. He does not
work in the day then. He works shorter hours at night work and gets the same wages. Boys don’t
get much lamed but sometimes they do.

No.90. William Wright, 12 years old.

Began at eight years old. Wages 6s. Father a collier.

He went to Morley school for two years and can read a little. He likes hurrying weel enough. It
is sometimes hard work and sometimes easy. He is sometimes tired at night. He sleeps well and is
not tired in the morning and is right for work. He has plenty to eat and drink. He has good health
and never wants a doctor and is never beaten. He goes to Sunday School an to Chapel. He has good
clothes. On Sunday nights he sometimes reads. On weekday nights he lakes at nor-and-spell
sometimes. He has never worked at night. He has been lamed twice. Once the galloway (horse) fell
on him and lamed his leg. Another time another boys and he was riding a horse. The other boy
tumbled off and pulled him off and he broke his shoulder.

No.91. James Handforth, 10 years old.

Began at 10 years old. Wages 3s. Father a collier.

He began to go to day school when he was a little one and went till he was nine years old. He
can read and write. He likes the pit and the work is hard. He is not tired at nights and sleeps well.
He has plenty to eat and drink and has good health. He goes to Sunday School. On weekdays when
they have done at two o’clock or so. He lakes a bit at nor-and-spell. He has not worked at night. He
has never been lamed.

No.92. George Caley, 9 years old.

Began at 8 years old. Wages 3s. Father dead. He was a collier.

He went to Middleton school about two years and can read pretty well. He liked work middling
when he first went but he does not like it now because our William (his brother) pays (beats me)
and he does not know that there is any good reason. The work is hard and it tires him. He is tired
when he goes to bed and he does not want to get up in the morning. He sleeps well and has plenty
to eat and drink and has good health. He goes to Sunday school and has good clothes. On Sunday
nights he goes to a meeting with his mother. On week days he lakes at nor-and-spell. He sometimes
works at night but not often. He has never been lamed.

_____________________



No.93. George Wormald, schoolmaster, Middleton.

How long have you kept school here? - Ten years.
What made you become a schoolmaster? - I was thrown out of a situation at Wakefield.
Are you paid at all by Mr. Brandling, the proprietor of the Middleton colliery? - Yes, fifteen
pounds twelve shillings a year and my schoolroom and coals.
You have what you can make besides? - Yes.
How many scholars do you have? - About thirty five.
Do the children of the colliers mostly attend? - Yes.
Do the colliers pay for the children? - No, not always. Four and twenty come free for the sum
Mr. Brandling pays.
What children are they that Mr Brandling pays for? - Orphan children, children of widows and
infirm persons, where it is most needed.
Do these colliers, whose children are not paid for by Mr. Brandling, pay for them
themselves? - Yes.
Are the colliers here more steady and respectable than at other places? - Yes, I think they are.
What is that owing to? - The agents look for them to be steady that are employed here.
Do the children of colliers in the Middleton pits generally go either to your school or to some
other before going into the pits? - Yes, generally. Some go to factories but they go to school
there.

____________________

No.94. William Ramsden, bottom steward to Messrs. J. and J. Charlesworth, Rothwell Haigh
Collery, near Leeds. March 4th., 1841.

Do you employ ant girls? - No, we have no girls.
Are there girls in any of the pits in this neighbourhood? - No, I don’t know that there is one in
any of them.
What hours do they generally work? - About ten hours when they have full work. They go in
about six and come out about four.
At what age do boys generally come into the pits? - Some odd ones will come from six to seven
but mostly eight.
Do you think they can stand their work so young? - Yes, I don’t think any of them are hurt with
work. I don’t think they are a pin worse than if they were running about. We put the least lads to
the easiest places.
At what age did you begin yourself? - At six years old.
What age are you now? - I am in my seventieth year.
Have you had good health all your life? - Yes, varry.
Up to what age did you work as a collier? - Till I was fifty good.
Has the work ever done you any harm? - Yes, it was with working hard and want of support
when times were very bad. About the time when peace was proclaimed and war broke out again. I
had a big family. I never had a drop to drink.
Where did you get your education? - At night school and Sunday School.
Without that, could you have held your present situation? - No.
The list given below is a list of all the boys working in a pit called Sand Pit? - Yes.
Do you ever work at night? - Yes, sometimes we have one set in at six and out at two and another
set come in at two and work till ten. We have no more night work than that. We never work
through the night.
Have you often accidents? - We had two men and five lads killed about a year since by an
explosion. That is all there has been since I came about six years since.
Would that have happened if the men had had safety lamps? - No, I don’t think it would.
Are the men provided with safety lamps now? - Not many are without them.
Why have they not all safety lamps? - Because we have not purchased them. Some of the man
won’t work with them.



Age when
Name Age went into Wages School attended Can Can

pit s. d. day night Sunday read write
John Stead 12 9 8 0 no no yes no no
Israel Bedford 8 yes no yes no no
William Moss 10 7 5 0 yes no yes a bit no
Thomas Worth 13 8 9 0 6mths no yes abc no
Samuel Ellis 10 10 5 0 3yrs no yes yes no
Benjamin Ellis 12 9 9 0 6mths no yes abc no
John Nuns 11 6 7 0 6mths no yes no no
William Pannick 13 11 1yr no yes abc no
James Blakeley 11 8 6 0 2yrs no yes yes no
James Upton 13 12 9 0 no no yes no no
William Bedford 13 7 9 0 5yrs no yes a bit no
James Ellis 13 6 9 0 1yr yes yes yes a bit
Benjamin Blakeley 13 8 9 0 yes yes yes yes a bit
Thomas Dawcroft 16 9 to 10 10 0 6mths no yes a bit no
Thomas Hudson 18 14 9 0 yes no yes yes yes
William Archdall 15 7 10 0 6mths no yes abc no
George Cowling 14 10 10 0 3yrs no yes yes no
Joseph Hebden 14 10 yes no yes  abit no

_____________________

HURRIERS. Rothwell Haigh. March 4th., 1841.

No.95. John Stead, 12 years old.

Came in at nine years old. Wages 8s a week.

He begins work at six o’clock and gets up at half past four as he has three miles to go. He gets
boiled milk for breakfast and brings about of bread and does not stop work for it. He gets his
dinner when he gets home at night. He stops work at three, sometimes half past. He gets potatoes
and meat. The work is hardish but does not hurt him. He can sleep well at night and is sometimes
tired when he goes to bed but not next morning. He has plenty to eat and drink sometimes,
sometimes not when work is scarce. He has good health. He sometimes gets brayed but they don’t
hurt him a deal. In Sunday he goes to Sunday School, sometimes Church. At nights he sometimes
stops in t’house, sometimes lakes at nor-and-spell. He never works at night now but has done at
times and he likes it well as day work. He like the pit well enough better than the mill. He never
would work in the mill. The lads sometimes get lamed.

No. 96. Israel Bedford, 9 years old.

Father is dead. Was a collier.

He does not know how long he as worked. He went to day school but does not know for how
long. He cannot read or write. When he first came into the pit he opened trap doors. He then began
to hurry. He likes hurrying. He comes at six in the morning and gets up at five o’clock and is ready
to go when he is called. He breakfasts before he leaves, milk and bread. In the pit he gets cake and
coffee. He dines when he gets home. He goes home at three sometimes four. He gets for dinner
sometimes pudding, sometimes meat and potatoes. He washes himself clean when he comes home
at night. The work is not hard an he sleeps well at nights. He is tired when he goes to bed not when
he gets up in the morning. He has good health but sometimes wants a doctor as he is sometimes
poorly in the throat He is never beaten but some of the lads are sometimes brayed He goes to



he washes himself and goes to bed, sometimes lakes at bumball, sometimes shuttlecocks. He never
works at night. He has never been lamed but lads sometimes get lamed.

No.97. William Moss, 10 years of age.

He began at seven years old. Wages 5s. Father a collier.

He went to day school eight months. He came to the pit to open trap doors. It was not hard work
and he liked coming in. He begins work at six in the morning and is called at a quarter past five.
His brother calls him and he is ready to get up when called. He gets for breakfast before he goes
bread and tea. He gets dry bread in the pit. He comes out at three o’clock. He gets for dinner meat
and potatoes and pudding. He washes himself clean when he gets home. He gets plenty to eat and
drink but could eat more if he ad it some days in the week. Father is a collier and never goes to the
public house. He is in work and there are two other lads. Mother stops at home and minds the
house. The work is hard. He sleeps well and is tired when he goes to bed and is not very much tired
when he gets up in the morning. He has good health and never wants a doctor. He went once for a
tooth pulled. He has a been beaten at odd times but they never hurt him. On Sundays he goes to the
Sunday School and to the Methodist Chapel. He as Sunday clothes. In the evening he lakes at
bumball and sometimes nor-and-spell. He never works at night and has never been lamed but
sometimes lads get lamed.

[This witness was better provided than any other examined by the Sub-Commissioner with a complete suit of warm
and comfortable clothing and to wear in going to and coming from his work.]

No.98. Thomas Worth, 13 years old.

Began work at 8 years old. Wages 9s.

His father is dead and was a collier who was killed by firedamp. hew went to school half a year.
Then his father took him to work at going on eight years of age. He knows his letters. He has
always gone to Sunday School. When he first went to work he likes it well enough. He gets plenty
to eat and drink but he could eat more if he had it. He gets as much as he can to eat. The work is
middling hard and he sleeps well and is tired when he goes to bed but not when he gets up in the
morning. He has good health. He has never wanted a doctor but twice, once a tooth ache and once
when he got a cold with sliding. He is never beaten, Its varry seldom that they bray ‘em. He goes to
the Sunday School and the Bethel Chapel on Sunday nought with his mother. He has Sunday
clothes. At night he tries to read a book. His mother teaches him. He should not care about going to
night school. He would like to learn to read well. He sometimes lakes at nor-and-spell and was
laking it last night. Now and then he works at nought but very seldom. Two or three hours once.
He has been lamed in the arm. It was three months since and can feel it now a but when he thrusts.
He lost a month with it. His mother paid the doctor. He does not like being in the pits and had
rather be in the mills. He is afraid of the firedamp. His father and another man were killed about a
year since.

No.99. John Nuns, 11 years old.

Began at 6 years old. Wages 7s.

He went to day school half a year and to Sunday School since. He has learned the alphabet. He
does not know his letters. He has been in the pit for about four years. He came with his brother and
he liked coming. The work is not hard and he sleeps well at night. He is tired sometimes when he
gets to bed and sometimes in the morning when they have been working over hours, hurrying wood
till none o’clock at night. That comes out one night in two weeks. He has good health and never
wants a doctor. He is never beaten. He goes to Sunday School but not to Chapel. He has clothes to
go in. On fine nights nets band till about eight o’clock. He sometimes lakes. His mother gets what
he earns by netting band. His father is in work and there are? there five or six others of the family
who are in work besides himself. Father goes to the public house on Saturday nights to the club but
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No.100. James Ellis, 13 years old.

Began at 6 years old. Wages now 9s. Father a collier.

He went to day school a year and learned only ABC. He has been to night school about seven
weeks and to Sunday School about seven years. He learned to read at Sunday School and has
begun to learn to write at night school. He begins work at six o’clock and leaves off at four and
goes to night school at half past six and stays until eight. He is not tired when he goes to night
school and he never falls to sleep at night school. He began to work when he was six years old and
likes it very well. He used to roar after his father to go with him to work. The work never did him
any harm and he has always had good health and sleeps well at night.

[The appearance of this witness though worked at the unusually early age of six, was remarkably healthy and he was
what would be called a particularly fine boy.]

No.101. George Cowling, 14 years old.

Began to work at 10 years old. Wages now 10s.

He went to school in Lincolnshire three or four years and learned to read there. He went into the
pit at ten with his brother, He likes it middling and the work was hard. He sleeps well and is
sometimes tried at nights but is rested in the morning. He has good health. He had rather be here
than in Lincolnshire.

No.102. Thomas Hudson, 18 years old.

He began work 14 years old. Wages 10s.

He went to the National School for four years and learned to read and write. Father paid for him.
His father is a collier and was anxious that he should have some learning. No other boy in the pit
has been to school as he has.

[This was the only boy out of eighteen working in Sand Coal Pit at Rothwell Haigh, who could write his name.]

________________________


