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COMMISSION
(UNDER THE GREAT SEAL)

FOR INQUIRING INTO THE EMPLOYMENT AND CONDITION OF
CHILDREN IN MINES AND MANUFACTORIES.
____________________________

VICTORIA, by the Grace of God, of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland
Queen, Defender of the Faith. To Our trusty and well beloved Thomas Tooke, Esquire, Thomas
Southwood Smith, Esquire, Doctor in Medicine, together with Leonard Horner and Robert John
Saunders, Esquires, Toe of Our Inspectors of Factories, Greeting:- WHEREAS, an humble Address
was presented unto to Us by Knights, Citizens and Burgesses and Commissioners of Shires and
Burghs in Parliament assembled, humbly beseeching Us that We should be graciously pleased to
direct an Inquiry to be made into the Employment of the Children of the Poorer Classes in Mines
and Collieries and the various branches of Trade and Manufactures in which numbers of Children
work together, not being included in the provisions of the Acts for regulating Employment of
Children and Young Persons in Mills and Factories and to collect information as to the time allowed
each day for meals and a as to the actual state, condition and treatment of such Children and as to
the effects of such Employment, both with regard to their morals and their bodily health; NOW
KNOW YE, THAT WE, reposing great trust and confidence in your ability and discretion, have
nominated, constituted and appointed and do by these presents nominate, constitute and appoint you
the said, Thomas Tooke, Thomas Southwood Smith, together with, Leonard Horner and Robert
John Saunders, to be Our Commissioners for the purposes aforesaid; And We do hereby enjoin you
to obey all directions touching the premises which shall from time to time be given you, and any
two or more of you, by one of our principle Secretaries of State: And for the better discovery of the
truth in the premises, we do, by these presentiments, give and grant to you, or any two or more of
you, full power and authority to call before you, such persons as you will judge necessary, by whom
you may be the better informed of the truth in the premises, and to inquire of the premises and every
part thereof, by all other lawful way and means whatsoever; And We do hereby also give and grant
unto you, or any two or more of you, full power and authority when the same shall appear to be
requisite, to administer an oath or oaths to any person or persons whatsoever, to be examined before
you, or two or more of you, touching or concerning the premises; And Our further will and pleasure
is, that you Our said Commissioners, or any three of you, do, with as little delay as may be
consistent with a due discharge of the duties hereby imposed upon you, Certify to Us. under your
hands and seals, or under the hands and seals of any three of you, your several proceedings in the
premises; And We further will and command, and by these presents ordained, that this Our
Commission shall continue in full force and virtue, and that you, Our said Commissioners, or any
two or more of you, shall and may from time to time proceed in the execution thereof, and of every
matter and thing therein contained, although the same be not continued, from time to time by
adjournment: AND WE HEREBY COMMAND all and singular Our Justices of the Peace, Sheriffs,
Mayors, Bailiffs, Constables, Officers, Ministers, and all other Our loving Subjects whatsoever, as
will within Liberties as without. that they may be assistant to you and each of you in the execution
of these presents: And for your assistance in the due execution of this Commission, We have made
choice of Our trusty and well beloved Joseph Fletcher, Esquire, to be the Secretary of this Our
Commission, whose services we require you to use from time to time, as occasion may require. In
witness thereof, We have caused these Letters to be made Patent. Witness Ourself at Westminster,
the Twentieth day of October, in the Fourth Year of Our Reign
By Writ of Privy Seal,
EDMUNDS.

LETTER OF INSTRUCTIONS EXTENDING THE TERMS OF THE COMMISSION TO
“YOUNG PERSONS”
Whitehall, February 11th, 1841.
GENTLEMEN,
THE QUEN having been pleased to comply with the prayer of an humble Address presented to
Her Majesty, in pursuance of a Resolution of the House of Commons, dated 4th of February, 1841,
‘That Her Majesty will be graciously pleased to direct that the Commission appointees in answer to
an Address of this House, on August 4, 1840, for the investigation of certain branches of Infant
Labour, do include within its inquiry the Labour also of Young Persons designated as such by the
provisions of the Factory Act’ I am delighted by the Marquis of Normanby to desire that you will
include within your inquiry the Labour of Young Persons designated as such by the provisions of
the Factory Act accordingly.
I am, Gentlemen,
Your Obedient Servant,
(Signed) F MAULE
The Commissioners for inquiring into the Condition
of Children employed in Mines, &c.
_____________________________
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APPENDIX N.
The following collieries I have personally inspected, to the names of which are added
such brief particulars as may indicate the character of each.
EVIDENCE COLLECTED BY J. C. SYMONS, ESQ.
No.1. Thomas Dunn, Esq., of the firm of Hounsfield, Wilson, Dunn and Jeffcock. Chief manager,
Examined 16th. January, 1841.
No.2. Payne Esq., of Wadlsley, coal master, Examined 15th. January, 1841.
No.3. William Bowden, 56 years of age, under ground steward to Messrs. Hounsfield, Dunn and Co.,
at the Soap House Colliery, Sheffield. Examined January 16th., 1840.
No.4. Thomas Charlesworth, 49 years of age, collier. Examined in Soap Work Colliery, Sheffield,
16th. January, 1840.
No.5. Josh. Jeffcock, aged 67, collier, also examined in the above named coal pit,
16th. January, 1840.
No.6. Jonathan Clayton 131/2 years old, collier’s boy, at the Sheffield Soap Pit.
Examined 18th January, 1841.
No.7. John Saville, 7 years old, collier’s boy at the Soap Pit. Also examined January 19th.
No.8. John Hobson aged 131/2 years, collier’s boy from the Soap Pit. Examined January 19th.
No.9. Joseph Haigh, 43 years of age, assistant underground stewards at New Basset and
New Deep Pits, Tinsley Park. Examined February 8th, 1841.
No.10. Wm. Higgitt, steward to the Tinsley Park Pits, about 48 years old. Examined
February 8th. 1841.
No.11. James Maugham, 15 years old. Examined whilst at work in the Isle Pit, Tinsley Park.
February 8th., 1841.
No.12. Wm. Haigh, 16 years old. Also examined whilst at work in the Isle Pit, Tinsley Park,
February 8th.
No.13. Thomas Fisher, 10 years old. Also examined in the Isle Pit, Tinsley Park, February 8th.
No.14. George Collier, aged about 40, Parish Clerk of Tinsley. Examined February 8th.
No.15. Wm. Newbould, Esq., owner of the Intake Colliery. Examined 15th.
No.16. Hannah Richardson, 39 years of age. Examined at Intake, February 17th.
No.17. Robert Cutts, 30 years old, unmarried. Examined February 17th., at Intake.
No.18. Ann Cutts, 68 years of age. Examined February 17th., at Intake.
No.19. Wm. Drury nearly 10 years old. Examined February 17th., at Intake.
No.20. George Machin, 91/2 years old. Examined February 17th. at Intake.
No.21. Robert Drury, 101/2 years old, Examined 17th. ,February at Intake.
No.22. Wm. Rodgers, 12 years old, Examined February 17th., at Intake.
No.23. Octavius Lee, 17 years old. Examined February 18th., at Woodthorp.
No.24. Henry Walker, 13 years old. Examined February 18th., at Woodthorp.
No.25. Thomas Spotiswoode, 12 years old. Examined February 18th.
No.26. James Sanderson, 8 years old. Examined alone, February, 18th.
No.27. James Holmes, 13 years old. Examined the same evening.
No.28. William Martin, not 10 years old of the same colliery. Examined February 19th.
No.29. John Roper, aged 12 years. Examined February 19th.
No.30. Joseph Holmes, aged nearly 13 years.
No.31. James Adams, aged 12 years. Examined 17th. February.
No.32. James Marples, aged 14 years. Examined February 17th.
No.33. Mr. Thomas Peace, aged 53 years, of the firm of Webster and Peace, Hunshelf Bank
Coal Works. Examined February 18th.
No.34. Joseph Ramsden, aged 34 years. Examined February 18th., at Hunshelf Bank.
No.35. Lewis Hattersley, aged 16 years. Examined February 18th., at Hunshelf.
No.36. James Marsh, aged 13 years. Examined February 18th.
No.37. Benjamin Henshaw, aged 71/2 years. Examined February 18th.
No.38. Harriet Morton. Examined 18th. February.
No.39. Ann Hague. Examined February 18th.
No.40. Mary Hague. Examined February 18th. Hurrier in the same pit as the last witness.
No.41. Mr. William Jubb, owner of the coal pit at Hemshelf Bank, and publican about
40 years of age. Examined February 18th.
No.42. Mr. William Goodison, under ground steward of the Elsecar Collieries belonging to Earl
Fitzwillam. Examined February 19th.
No.43. John Kay, aged 10 years. Examined, February 19th., while at work in the Jump Pit, Elsecar.
No.44. Charles Evans, aged 15 years. Examined February 19th., in the Jump Pit.
No.45. Samuel Hirst, aged 9 years 4 months, Examined February 19th., in the Jump Pit.
No.46. The Rev. Wm. Irving, incumbent of Bolsterstone in the parish which Webster’s
Pit is situated.
No.47. Dr. Favell, M.D., of Sheffield. Examined 23rd.
No.48. Joseph Cooper, under ground steward Park Gate Deep Pit, Rawmarsh. Examined
24th February.
No.49. James Carr, aged nearly 18 years. Examined February 24th. in Deep Pit, Rawmarsh.
No.50. George Glossop, aged 12 years last Christmas. Examined, February 24th., in Deep Pit,
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Rawmarsh.
No.51. Mr. John Barber, coal master. Examined February 24th at his pit near Rawmarsh.
No.52. Moses Kay, under ground steward to Mr. Barber, examined at the same time with foregoing
witness.
No.53. James Cousins. Examined February 24th.
No.54. John Brammall, aged 34 years, warehouseman. Examined February 25th.
No.55. George Widowson, aged 111/2 years. Examined 24th. February, in Park Gate Pit,
Rawmarsh.
No.56. Isaac Lamburn. Examined 24th., in the same pit as the last witness.
No.57. Mark Davy, aged 15. Examined February 25th. in Mr. George Chamber’s Pit, High
Green near Chapel Town, at the bank face.
No.58. Thomas Brammit, aged 14. Examined in the same pit, February 25th.
No.59. George Brammit. Examined February 25th.
No.60. Andrew Roger, aged 17 years. Examined February 25th.
No.61. John Chappel, aged 42 years. Examined February 25th.
No.62. Friendly Brammell. Examined February 25th.
No.63. Daniel Drenchfield. Examined February 25th., at the same time as the last witness.
No.64. John Chambers, Esq., of the firm of Newton, Chambers and Co., Thorncliffe Iron
Works and Colliery. Examined February 25th.
No.65. Reuben Rogers, aged 37 years. Examined 26th., in an ironstone pit at Thorcliffe,
belonging to Messrs. Newton, Chambers and Co.
No.66. Abraham Hague, Examined February 26th., in the same pit as the last witness.
No.67. George Shaw, aged 59 years. Examined February 26th.
No.68. Daniel Dearden, aged 54 years. Examined February 26th.
No.69. Martin Stanley. Examined 26th., at Thorncliffe.
No.70. George Shaw, Examined February 26th, at Thorncliffe.
No.71. George Norburn, pit steward to Mr. Swann, of Chapeltown. Examined March 3rd.
No.72. John Brook. Examined March 3rd., at Mr. Swann’s ironstone pit.
No.73. William Froggatt, under ground steward at Hagg’s colliery, belonging to Mr. Swann.
Examined March 3rd.
No.74. Patrick Kiltride. Examined in Mr. Swann’s coal pit at Chapeltown. March 3rd.
No.75. Henry Goddard. Examined at the same time as the last witness.
No.76. Mrs. Beaver aged about 50. Examined 1st. March at Rawmarsh.
No.77. Isaac Beaver. Examined March 1st., at Rawmarsh.
No.78. Charles Hoyle. Examined March 1st., at the same place as the last witness.
No.79. Rev. Mr. Hand, one of Her Majesty’s Justices of the Peace and incumbent of Handsworth.
Examined March 9th.
No.81. John Rawson, collier aged 40. Examined March 9th.
No.82. Abraham Ashton. Examined 10th. March at Dingworth, near Stannington.
No.83. George Dyson, coal owner. Examined March 10th, at Stannington.
No.83. Mr. George Traviss, coal master of the farm of Traviss and Horsfall, Barnsley.
Examined March 12th.
No.85. Elizabeth Day, aged 17. Examined 17th. March working in the Messrs Hopwood’s Pit
in Barnsley.
No.86. Ann Mallender. Examined March 13th,. working in the same pit as the last witness.
No.87. Betty Mallender, of the same colliery. Examined March 13th.
No.88. Bessy Bailey. Examined March 13th.
No.89. Mary Day.
No.90. Joseph Malkin. Examined March 13th.
No.91. Charles Bayley, aged 13 years. Examined March 13th.
No.92. Joseph Whetley, aged 13 years. Examined 13th., March.
No.93. William Beaver. Examined March 13th.
No.94. A collier at Messrs. Traviss’s pit. Examined 16th.
No.95. Maria Mallender, examined 12th. March in Messrs. Hopwood’s Pit. Aged 91/2 years.
No.96. John Thorneley, Esq., one of Her Majesty’s justices of the peace for the county of York.
Examined 13th. March, 1841.
No.97. Martin Gomersal. Examined March 13th. 68 years of age.
No.98. Charles Hawcroft, examined March 19th, under ground steward of the Mount Osborne
belonging to Messrs. Day and Turbell.
No.99. Edwin Ellis, surgeon. Examined March 18th., 1841 at Silkstone.
No.100. A respectable inhabitant of Silkstone, a female. Examined March 18th. Aged 60 years.
No.101. Benjamin Mellow, 46 years old. Examined March 18th., 1841.
No.102. Matilda Carr. Examined at Silkstone, March 18th. Aged 12 years.
No.103. Mary Shaw. Examined March 18th., at Silkstone.
No.104. Hannah Clarkson. Examined at the same time.
No.105. Ann Holling. Examined at the same time as the former.
No.106. Peter Dale, aged 12. Examined 12th, March.
No.107. James Cargill. Examined March 19th.
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No.108. Edward Newman, Esq., solicitor. Examined 19th., March.
No.109. Matthew Lindley.
No.110. John Ostcliffe. registrar of Barnsley district
No.111. John Twibell,Esq., coal master., Barnsley. Examined March 22nd.
No.122. Maria Gooder. Examined March 22nd. 12 years old.
No.113. Ann Eggley, hurrier in Messrs. Thorpe’s colliery. Examined March 22nd.
No.114. Elizabeth Eggley, 16 years old.
No.115. Eliza Coats, aged 11 years, examined the same day with the above and working
n the same pit.
No.116. Sarah Gooder, aged 8 years.
No.117. Ann Gooder, aged 17 years 11 months.
No.118. Mr John Clarkson Sutcliffe, general agent for the Gawber Colliery belonging to the
xecutors of Mr. Samuel Thorpe. Examined March 23rd., 1841.
No.119. Matthew Fountain, under ground steward at Darton Colliery, belonging to
Thomas Wilson, Esq.
No.120. William Duckworth, aged 59 years.
No.121. John Micklethwaite, Esq., proprietor of the Oaks Colliery, Ardsley, near Barnsley,
examined March 15th.
No.122. John Matthews. Examined at Messrs. Micklethwaite’s Colliery, 15th. March.
No.123. John Lawton, aged 45 years, surveyor and under ground steward of
Messrs. Traviss Horsfall’s Colliery.
No.124. The Rev. Richard Earnshaw Roberts, incumbent of St. George’s, Barnsley.
Examined April 1st., 1841.
No.125. Peter Waring. Examined March 16th., at Billingley.
No.126. John Simpson, aged 64, examined at Thorpe’s Colliery. March 25th.
No.127. John Crossland aged 31. Examined at the same time as the last witness.
No.128. James Eggley, aged 45. Examined in the same pit as the above.
No.129. John Wright. Examined March 25th., hurrier in Thorpe’s Colliery.
No.130. John Hargreave, Examined March 25th, aged 66.
No.131. William Moxam.
No.132. Thomas Wright, aged 43 colliers.
No.133. David Row, collier, examined March 25th., in the same pit.
No.134. Mr. Cawthorne, under ground steward to Messrs. Charlesworth’s pits at
Silkstone and Dodworth, examined March 26th.
No.135. Daniel Crossland. Examined in the same pit at Silkstone.
No.136 (a). Rebecca Hough, aged 14. Examined whilst getting in the same pit.
No.136 (b). Ann Fern. Examined in the same pit, aged 14.
No.137. Thomas Wilson, Esq., of the Banks, Silkstone, owner of three collieries.
No.138. Mr. George Armitage, aged 36 years. Examined 27th. March.
No.139. Michael Thomas Sadler, Esq., surgeon, Barnsley. Examined March 31st.
No.140. Robert C. Clarks, Esq., coal master, Silkstone, Examined March 26th.
No.141. Mr. Timothy Marshall, 35 years of age. Examined at Darton March 30th.
No.142. At a meeting of the above 350 working colliers from the surrounding district
held in the Court House, Barnsley, on the 25th. March, 1841 before the Sub-Commissioner,
it was resolved
No.143. The Rev. Robert William, curate, St. Mary’s, Barnsley.
No.144. Mrs. Fern, collier’s wife at Silkstone. Examined 26th. March.
No.145. Job Marshall, banksman, Peniston.
No.146. John Cawthra, collier. Examined March 24th in Messrs. Wilson’s Pit, aged 38.
No.147. Sarah Ann Swaine, Examined in Mr. Wilson’s Pit, March 24th., aged 101/2 years.
No.148. John Batty. Examined at Messrs. Clarke’s, Silkstone Pit, March 18th, aged 81/2 years.
No.150. John Dunk, 12 year old. Examined April 2nd.
No.151. Thomas Dunk. aged 14.
No.152. Sarah Jackson, aged 15.
No.153. Edwin Fairclough, aged 111/2 years.
No.154. George May aged 101/2 years.
[This child has a fair knowledge of Christianity.]
No.155. Mary May, aged 13.
No.156. Tom Hillingley and wife, weavers. Examined together at Barnsley, April 2nd., 1841.
No.157. George Eversedge, at Mr. Wilson’s Pit at Darton. Examined March 24th.,
No.158. James Hitchen, weaver. Examined April 2nd.
No.159. Charlotte Cooper. Examined April 2nd.
No.160. Rev. Mr. Newman, curate of Tankersley.
No.161. Mr. Richard Hinchcliffe, agent to Messrs. Graham’s ironstone pits, as well as
No.162. George Higgs, underground steward of Messrs, Graham’s ironstone pits.
No.163. George Carr. Examined April 1st., in one of Messrs. Graham’s ironstone pits at
Tankersley, aged about 50.
No.164. Joseph Ball, aged 15. Examined in the same ironstone pit as the last witness, April 1st.
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No.165. Jerry Kenworthy. Examined in the same pit, aged 91/2 years.
No.166. Mr. Crooks, surgeon, Barnsley. Examined April 5th.
No.167. The Rev. Henry Watkins, vicar of Silkstone and one of
No.168. The Rev. Francis Maude, incumbent of High Hoyland, near Wentworth.
No.169. The Rev. Richard Morton, sheriff’s chaplain and curate of Dodworth
No.170. The Rev. John Blackburn, incumbent of Attercliffe near Sheffield, furnished the following
evidence collected for various parties.
The Rev. John Blackburn further states in a letter.
No.171. Henry Briggs, Esq., one of the proprietors of Messrs. Stanfields and Brigg’s Coal mines at
Flockton. Examined at Overton, near Wakefield, May 3rd., 1841.
No.172. Mr. Charles Locke, coal master and agent. Examined May 4th., at Snafethorpe
No.173. David Pyrah. Examined at Flockton, May 3rd.
No.174. James Leather. Examined at Flockton, May 3rd., aged 13 years.
No.175. Hannah Vaux, aged 121/2, examined May 3rd., at Flockton.
No.176. Benjamin Elliss, collier aged 39. examined May 5th., at Mr. Joshua Smithson’s Colliery.
Alverthorpe.
No.177. John Bedford, aged 12 years. Examined May 5th., at Mr. Joshua Smithson’s Colliery,
Alverthorpe.
No.178. Alfred Lord, aged 14. Examined same time and place as last.
No.179. John Cooper, collier, examined at the same time and place as last.
No.180. Thomas Rayner, surgeon, Birstalll, wrote as follows. Dec. 26th, 1840.
No.182. Joseph Booth, examined May 5th. at the same workhouse, aged 8 years.
No.183. Thomas Townsend (stated he was born 1836). Examined at the said workhouse.
No.184. John Thornton, aged 45. Examined May 5th., at Robert Town.
No.185. Robert Thornton, 10 years old. Examined 5th. May.
No.186. Mrs Sarah Wood, of Flockton. Examined May 6th.
No.187. Jane Dewhirst, aged 8 years. Examined 6th. May at Flockton Messrs. Stansfield’s and
Brigg’s. Emroyd Pit.
No.188. Francis Hillingworth. Examined same time.
No.189. Adam Clarke Hargreaves. Examined while hurrying and eating in the same pit at the
same time.
No.190. Samuel Day, 14 years old. Examined same time.
No.191. William Frood, collier, employer of the above named Hargreaves.
No.192. Margaret Westwood, aged 141/2. Examined whilst hurrying and eating in the above
named pit.
No.193. Mrs. Mary Ann Watson, of Flockton. Examined May 6th., at her cottage.
No.194. Mrs. Nancy Watson, mother of the above witness.
No.195. Mrs. Day. Examined May 6th.
No.196. Benjamin Pyrah. Examined May 6th., at Flockton.
No.197. David Swallow, of East Moor, Nelson Row, collier. May 5th., 1841.
No.198. John Wood Berry, Esq., solicitor and Clerk of the Board of Guardians for the
Union of Wakefield and also to the Magistrates for the Lower Aybrigg Division.
No.199. Uriah Bradbury, Esq., surgeon, examined at Mifield, May 10th., 1841.
No.200. John Brook Greenwood, Esq., surgeon of Cleckheaton. Examined at Robert Town,
May 19th.
No.201. Amelia Stead. Examined May 11th., 1841 at Mr. Ingham’s, Nixon Pit.
No.202. Valentine Wikinson, collier, at Mr. Ingham’s. Examined May 11th.
No.203. William Beachy, Examined May 11th.
No.204. Harriet Thorpe, aged 12. Examined in Messrs. Stansfield’s and Brigg’s, Low Bottom.
Flockton, May 11th.
No.205. Emily Margaret Patterson. Examined in the same pit and at the same time.
No.206. Fanny Drake, aged 15. Examined at Overton, near Wakefield, May 9th.
No.207. Widow Drake, grandmother of the above, aged 79.
No.208. Mary Margerson, aged 16. Examined at the same place.
No.209. Sarah Ann Margeson, aged 18.
No.210. John Clough, banksman at Mr. Parkin’s Pit, Robert Town. Examined 10th. May.
No.211. James Crowther. Examined at Mr. Fearnside’s Pit, Robert Town. May 10th.
No.212. Henry Hall, collier, Examined in the same pit.
No.213. Mrs. Stocks of Robert Town, near Dewsbury. Examined May 10th., 1841.
No.214. William Ramsden. Examined May 12th., at Messrs. Charlesworth’s Woodenthorpe
Pit Flockton.
No.215. Jane Margerison. Examined May 12th., at the same pit at the foregoing witness.
No.216. Ann Firth. Examined at the same pit as foregoing witness, May 12th.
No.217. Noah Talbot. Examined May 12th., at Messrs. Charlesworth’s Dial Wood Pit,
thin coal, Flockton.
No.218. William Firth, between 6 and 7 years old.
No.219. Benjamin Mosley, aged 51.
No.220. Mr. William Haigh, agent and bottom steward to Messrs. Charlesworth’s.
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No.221. Henry Hemingway, Esq., surgeon, examined at Dewsbury, May 13th., 1841.
No.222 Mr. Brookes of the firm Brookes and Greaves. Examined May 13th., in Dewsbury.
No.223. Joseph Gleadhill. Examined at Dewsbury, May 13th., 1841.
No.224. The Rev. Mr. Allbutt, Vicar of Dewsbury. Examined at Dewsbury, May 13th.
No.225. Charles Todd, aged 111/2. Examined at Messrs. Smith’s colliery, Gildersome,
No.226. Robert Hughes, aged 7. Examined at Messrs. Smith’s colliery, Gildersome,
No.227. David Johnson. Examined at the same time and place.
No.228. Mary Ramsden, aged 91/2 years. Examined at the same time and place as the
foregoing witnesses.
No.229. Ann Wilson aged 101/2 years. Examined at the same time and place.
No.230. William Colling, underground steward to Messrs. Smith. Examined at Gildersome,
May 14th., 1841.
No.231. John Simpkin, collier, aged about 40. Examined at Drighlington, May 14th.
No.232. Joseph Bedford, Drighlington. Examined same day.
No.233. Thomas Bedford, collier. Examined May 14th, 1842, same pit.
No.234. Joseph Roberts, aged 40, collier at Drighlington.
No.235. Josiah Clegg, examined at same place as the last.
No.236. The Rev. Oliver Levey Collins, incumbent of Ossett. Examined May 15th., 1841.
No.237. Emma Richardson. Examined Dewsbury, May 18th., 1841 in Messrs. Brook and
Greaves’s Colliery.
No.238. Thomas Caveney. Examined in the same pit.
No.239. Grace Pollet, aged 15, examined in the above named colliery.
No.240. William Pearson, aged 15. Examined Fernandez, Dunn and Co.’s Pit, Stanley,
No.241. Benjamin Shepherd, examined same place and time.
No.242. Amos Frost, 10 year old. Examined May 19th., 1841 at the same pit as last.
No.243. James Stinger, aged 17. Examined May 19th., 1841.
No.244. Charles Wood. Examined May 19th., 1841.
No.245. John Frost, collier. Examined May 19th., at the same place.
No.246. William Bedford, one of the proprietors of Gildersome, Morley and Drighlington
Collieries. Examined May 14th., 1841 at Drighlington.
No.247. James Wilson, collier, examined near Batley, May 19th., 1841 in the Dewsbury Union.
No.248. John Walker, Esq., agent to Messrs. Fernadez, Dunn and Co. Examined
No.249. Joseph Ellison, Esq., of Birkenshaw, near Birstall.
No.250. Joseph Glover, aged 111/2. Examined at Gauforth Collier (Gascoign’s),
No.251. Thomas Porter, collier aged 20. Examined in the above named colliery.
No.252. John Thompson, aged 15. Examined same day.
No.253. William Blackman, aged 12. Examined same day.
No.254. Thomas Hopton, underground steward to R.O. Gascoign’s Esq.’s Collieries.
Examined May 20th. at Gauforth Collieries, in Stourton Parish.
No.255. William Pickard, general steward to Sir John Lister Kaye’s Collieries.
Examined at Denby Grange, May 21st., 1841.
No.256. James Miles Stansfield, Esq., of Manor House, Flockton, gives the following
statement in reply to the Educational queries, May 14th., 1841.
No.257. Mr. William Carter, underground steward and manager of Micklethwaite and Co.
Examined May 23rd., 1841.
No.258. Jesse Lee, aged 12. Examined at Small Pit, near Mirfield, May 26th., 1841.
No.259. Jesse Gibson, aged 17, at Messrs. Barraclough’s, near Mirfield.
No.260. Charles Wright, aged 161/2. Examined at Messrs. Ackeroyd’s Birkenshaw,
No.261. Abraham Wardman, aged 141/2. Examined at Messrs. Ackeroyd’s Birkenshaw,
No.262. David Hewitt. Examined at Messrs. Ackeroyd’s Birkenshaw, May 26th., 1841.
No.263. James Ibbetson, aged about 20. Examined at Harrison’s Pit, Gomersal,
No.264. John Ibbetson. Examined May 26th. at Mr. Harrison’s Pit, Gomersal.
No.265. Mr. Joseph Harrison. Examined May 26th., 1841 at Gomersal.
No.266. Elizabeth Ibbetson. Examined at Mr. Harrison’s Pit, Gomersal, May 26th., 1841.
No.267. John Ibbetson aged 53. Examined at Birkenshaw, near Birstall.
No.268. Thomas Rayner, Esq., surgeon, of Burstall. Examined May 26th., 1841, at Birstall.
No.269. Samuel Brookes, aged 91/2. Examined May 26th., 1841, at Small Pit near Mirfield.
No.270. Samuel Heely, aged 141/2. Examined May 27th., at Mr Sutcliffe’s Day Hole Pit, Mirfield.
No.271. John Heely, aged 18. Examined at the same Day Hole Pit, May 26th., 1841.
No.272. Joseph Reynard, aged 19. Examined at Mr. Stancliffe’s Pit, May 27th., 1841.
No.273. Henry J. Moorehouse, Esq., of Stony Bank, Huddersfield.
No.274. William Wood, underground steward at Mr. Joshua Smithson’s Colliery,
No.275. Charles Hawcroft, underground steward to Messrs. Day and Twibell.
No.276. John Lawton, underground steward and agent to Messrs. Traviss and Horsfall, Barnsley,
re-examined, June 8th., 1841.
No.277. A collier aged 45. Examined at Messrs. Stancliffe’s Pit, Mirfield, near Dewsbury,
No.278. Mr. William Shaw, agent or the Foster Place Collieries, in the Parish of Kirkburton, near
Hepworth. Examined June 14th., 1841.
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No.279. Henry Healey, aged 11. Examined Meal Hill, Hepworth.
No.280. Joseph Lodge, aged 12. Examined at the same time and working in the same pit.
No.281. Jonathan Mitchell, aged 15.
No.282. John Haigh, aged 141/2. Examined at the same time.
No.2823 Mary Holmes, aged 141/2. Examined at the same time.
No.284. Ebenezer Healey, aged 13.
No.285. Rachel Tinker, aged 13, working in the same pit, and examined at the same time,
as the forgoing.
No.286. Ann Winchcliffe, aged 10 and 3 months. Examined at the same time.
No.287. Henry Cartwright, aged 12. Examined at Low Moor, Hepworth, June 15th., 1841.
No.288. Isaac Hurst, aged 13. Examined at the same place and time.
No.289. Betty Swallow, aged 11 years, 4 months. Examined at the same place.
No.290. William Hurst, aged 13. Examined at the same place.
No.291. Sarah Senior, aged 13. Examined at the same place.
No.292. Caroline Swallow, aged 81/2 years. Examined at the same place.
No.293. Eliza Senior, aged 11. Examined at same time.
No.294. George Hirst, collier aged 32. Examined June 15th., 1841, at Messrs. Stanfield’s and
Brigg’s Gin Pit at Law Common, Kirkburton.
No.295. Mr. William Pickard, agent to Sir Kaye’s Collieries, re-examined, June 26th., 1841.
No.296. Mr. Joseph Childe, agent to Messrs. Stanfsield and Briggs, Flockton, near Wakefield,
examined, June 130th., 1841.
No.297. George Watson, aged 111/2. Examined July 1st., 1841, at Flockton.
No.298. Mr. John Lawton, agent and manager to Messrs. Traviss and Horsfall,
No.299. Mr William Pickard, agent to Sir John Kay, Flockton,
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Children’s Employment Commission.
_____________________

REPORT by JELINGER C. SYMONS on the Employment of Children and
Young Persons in Mines of the Yorkshire Coal Field and on the State, Condition
and Treatment of such Children and Young Persons.
_____________________

TO HER MAJESTY’S COMMISSIONERS.
GENTLEMEN,

Wakefield, July 1st., 1841.

Having completed the investigation into the condition of the young persons and children in the
mines of the Yorkshire coal field (excepting those if the Bradford, Halifax and Leeds), I have the
honour to report thereon.
The evidence taken in the course of this inquiry as relates to mines, is contained in the depositions
of witnesses numbered from 1 to 299.
Though in some cases inefficient power to discover the truth may have subjected me to false
evidence, I am persuaded that the depositions I transmit are on the whole a fair representation of
facts.
I have been greatly indebted during this difficult inquiry to the kind aid and information which I
have generally received from those to whom I have applied, and especially to the coal masters
themselves, for the facilities they have afforded me.
Before entering methodically into the details of the inquiry, I mat be permitted to remark that
both in the nature of their employment and in the perils the undergo, and in the character of the
collier population, there are phenomena which demarcate it from every other class in the community
and render this inquiry eminently interesting and important.
The inquiry presents four main features. First, the effect of the employment on the physical
condition of the colliers and children, secondly, the accidents and their causes to which they are
liable, thirdly, the effects on the ir morals and manners and fourthly, on their minds.
The work in a colliery is of two kinds, the getting or hewing of the coal and the conveyance of it
when got, from the coal seam to the foot of the shaft or adit. The first of these is performed almost
wholly by adults, the latter almost wholly by children and young persons. It is therefore chiefly with
the latter of these operations that our inquiry is concerned.
The roads or passages along which the coal is brought from the seam to the shaft, resemble the
streets of an oblong town placed on a plane inclined sideways, and where there is one main street
through its length, near it lower side, with small side streets riding at intervals and a drain below the
main street along the bottom.
Along these roads are laid iron rails, or tram plates, and along these rails the children push, or as
it is technically called, “hurry” the coal in small square waggons proportioned in size to the height of
the passages which vary from 22 inches to seven feet, and run from 40 inches to 8 or 10 feet in
width.
There are, likewise, openers of doors, called trappers, and drivers of horses, where the mainroad
is large enough to admit of them, and jennyers, who hook on the waggons of coals at the top of
incline planes, where they occur, all of which are the occupations of children.
The entrance into pits of effected either by shafts worked by steam engines, or horses, or
windlasses, or by a horizontal road at the side of a hill, called technically a futterail.
The varieties are very great in the working of the collieries of different magnitudes and where the
sea, of coal if is different degrees of thickness, but the above paragraphs will, perhaps, give an
outline of the general character of a Yorkshire colliery which I shall endeavour to particularise in
detail under the different branches of this inquiry.
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I - AGES AND NUMBERS.
The table in Appendix B will give some idea of the ages and numbers of the children employed
by the principle coal masters in my district, thought it by no means comprises them all, nor could a
complete census have been made without great expense.
The names of the coal owners indicated in Table B in the Appendix by numbers, have been
suppressed, because I feared that the publicity to the extent of their business afforded by the hands
they employ would give unbrage to coal masters without any apparent benefit to the objects of the
inquiry. I am also bound to state that to but few of the above returns can any great confidence be
attached. They have been a good deal filled in by guess work.
There are well stated instances of children being taken into coal pits as early as five years of age.
These are very extensive cases but many begin both as trapdoor keepers, and even as hurriers as
early as seven. Eight is as nearly as I can ascertain the usual age at which children begin to work in
coal pits, except in the thin seams where they often come earlier. In the thin pits the necessity for
and temptation to, employ young children, is manifestly much greater than where the large sized
gate s or passages can easily be traversed by larger children but where the gates vary from two to
three feet in height, the posture in which they go along is one which certainly cannot be easily
acquired after nine years of age. The feeling is nearly universal on this point in the districts (chiefly
in the Wakefield and Huddersfield Unions), where the thin coal beds prevail. The witness Swallow,
No.197, nevertheless says, it is monstrous to say that they never make good colliers after the age of
10 or 11.
A very gross case of the unduly early employment of a workhouse child came under my notice
who was apprenticed to a collier at Thornhill, working a thin pit before he was quite five years old.
The particulars of this case will be fund in the depositions which I took from the matron of the
workhouse and Mr. Rayner, the surgeon, who found himself a Guardian at the time. See witness
Nos. 180, 181, 183 and 269.
Again, it depends somewhat on the means or management of the parents at what age they first
take their children into the mines. Where a man has a large young family, he will take them as early
as they can be made to obey the instructions given to them. When, on the contrary, two or three are
already earning their living or where the father is well off, they are usually kept out of the mines till
they are nearly nine, and not unfrequently till ten years old.
As, however, I can appropriately enlarge on this very important point under the fourth head of the
inquiry, I shall merely beg to refer in this place to the evidence of witnesses Nos.33, 8, 73, 109, 137,
140, 146, 167, 234, 255, 268, &c., as respects the ages at which children begin to work in collieries
according to individual experience and local practice.

II - HOURS OF WORK.
The hours of work in thick seam collieries are usually from ten or eleven for all persons
employed in them, children as well as adults and somewhat shorter whet the thinness of the seam
increases the severity of the work.
Shorter hours will, in the generality of cases, be owing either to slackness of trade or to some
accidental circumstance.
The usual time for commencing work is from five to six in the morning, each man and child
beginning to work as soon as they descend the shaft and as the descent of 100 persons will occupy
an hour, the commencement of work will vary with the earliness of lateness of each individual’s
descent.
The time for leaving off is usually between three and five o’clock. In all the collieries the men
endeavour to get a given amount of coal and not only will the time of their descent affect the time
when their work is done but likewise a variety of other incidental circumstances will be better
understood when the description of the economy of a colliery has been read. (See later paragraph).
There are no variations in the duration of work which are attributable to seasons, though that
duration is essentially affected by the trade. In one of the Silkstone collieries they work little above
four days in the whole week at present, and in other parts of my district the badness of trade has
compelled many coal masters to do likewise.
Overtime and over work.

Where there is an excess demand the men often work what is virtually overtime, though no time
is ever stated. See witness No. 118 who states, “If we were hard pressed for coal, we should keep
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them in the pit, colliers and all, but otherwise they come out when they like.” Colliers also
frequently work long hours at the end of the week or the end of the fortnight, where wages are paid
fortnightly (as is very common) to make up for lost time at the beginning of the week or fortnight.
this irregularity of labour seriously affects the welfare of all who participate in it.
The frequency with which overtime occurs is not easily ascertainable. I believe to to be frequent
upon the whole as respects as small amount of overtime but not frequent as respects as great amount
of overtime. Overtime frequently occurs owing to stoppages of work. These arise not only from
accidents to machinery, falls of roof, increase of firedamp, requiring the use of the dim Davy lamp
&c., but from the frequent stoppage of carts or other means of conveying the coal away from the
bank to the pit’s mouth. All these cases frequent stoppages and hence from overtime. The time will
also vary in some measure according to the proximity to, or distance of the bank face from, the shaft
or place where the coals have to be taken by the children,
After stoppages, extra exertion is surer to occur than even overtime, for there is the prevailing
impression on the mind of every man, woman and child in a pit, namely, that the summum bonum is
that of getting out of it as soon as possible. To this governing object not only health, but life itself, is
sometime sacrificed. It often happen, therefore, that the over-time is avoided, or curtailed at the cost
of over work and its still more injurious effects.
Inability of masters to remove the evil.

I am of the opinion that greater care or forethought, on the part of those by whom the children are
employed, could do little even to regulate, to equalise, or even to lessen, their labour. The great
body of the children are employed by the colliers and at the present rate of wages, and under the
present competition, I believe that they could not subsist as colliers must subsist, on good food, were
they to work less. The coal masters, who usually employ merely the trappers and drivers are almost
powerless. The quantity of coal required depends on the state of the market. neither could they
enforce any law or regulation on the colliers which should be distasteful to them, unless other
masters were to do the same, or the men would leave them. See, on this point witness No.137.
The difficulty of enforcing regularity of labour was well put by Sir John Kay’s steward, Mr.
Pickard. “It would be a capital think,” he said, “to make man regular in their hours of work but if we
were to take a man and hang him every now and then it would not make them regular.” The
following is the daily amount of coal got for a fortnight by three colliers in a Dewsbury pit, where
the bed was 27 inches thick. A was an able bodied young man of 25, B about 45, C was an old man
of 65. The quantities are “dozens” and single corves, there being 14 corves to each “dozen”
weighing two tons of coal net.
A
Saturday
Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday
Saturday
Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday

1
1
0
2
2
2
1
1
2
2
2
2

B
7
2
0
4
4
0
7
9
1
2
1
3

0
1
0
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1

12
6
0
4
3
6
1
2
2
2
0
2

0
0
0
0
1
0
0
0
0
0
0
0

C
10
0
0
7
13
13
12
10
10
12
8
11

There is another reason why, it appears, that under the present system coal master are forced to
allow the labour in collieries to vary with the variations of demand. Coal is valuable, in a great
degree, inasmuch as it is fresh. Again all coal but land sale coal (that is sold for local consumption,
constitutes and insignificant proportion) must be taken as it is drawn up the shaft in the corves, and
thence emptied at once into carts waiting below to convey it away, or an extra expense of about 3d.
per ton must incurred to lay it down, keep it in heaps till wanted and then cart it gain. (See witness
No.140.)
Excellent coal is now selling at Barnsley at 4s. 6d. and 5s. a ton and coal of an inferior quality by
no means bad, at 3s., near Wakefield. This fact will sufficiently prove that the coal masters’ profits
are too much reduced to give them individually any power of effecting regulations which must be
attended by a diminution of profit, were they effective in diminishing labour. The employers are
wholly unable to remedy the evil themselves.

Draft text

3

Far from irremediable is, however, the excess of work performed in coal pits. Any restriction as
to the hours which should be universally obligatory and which should be rigidly and impartially
enforced by law would not only reduce the hours of work, by limiting the present redundant supply,
raise wholesale prices to a legitimate amount and avert injury to the coal masters, although it might
diminish the exorbitant profits of coal dealers for whose exclusive benefit it appears hat these long
hours are maintained. But this cannot be done by any other than legislative regulation. See the strong
evidence of Mr. Walker, No. 248 and Mr. Bedford, 246.
It is unavoidable that some degree of inequality of labour should occasionally take place in the
working of coal pits but it would be perfectly easy to take care that at no period should the duration
of labour exceed what is due to a regard or the health and strength of the young persons employed in
the most laborious occupation. It has been repeatedly stated to me that eight hours has been usually
esteemed the proper length of a colliers’ days work and the evidence is universal that more than nine
is incompatible with health or strength in the long run. “Nine hours is plenty for a collier or a child
to work,” said Mr. Haigh, agent for Messrs. Charlesworth, “and I will state this anywhere.”
From all the information I have been enabled to collect, added to the result of an endeavour to
understand the practical working of as colliery, I should be inclined to say, were I to venture to give
an opinion on the subject, that if an Act were passed limiting the drawing of coals to nine hours per
day, not including half an hour for meals times, such a measure would, when its effects were
experienced, give general satisfaction, but to masters and to men. I say when its effects were
experienced for now, I believe, such a measure would be condemned by three fourths of the masters
simply because they do not perceive the inevitable effect of the universality of the measure, namely
that of giving them higher prices and no less profits and to the men the same ages and less labour.
The price of coal is governed by supply. The supply is now greater than the demand. Limit that
supply and you necessarily raise the price. Every practical man of business knows this to be true.
Cheapness of coal may be abstactedly the benefit but not so if that cheapness of procured at the
sacrifice of the mind and body of the rising generation and any proportion of our working classes. I
believe that there is not a master in my district who would lament such a measure when be found
such to be its effect in practice, however much he may deprecate it in prospect. By the men, through
such a measure would fall short of their extreme desires, it would unquestionably be hailed as a great
boon. Whilst to the children it would prove a real mercy and a most substantial benefit, spiritually,
mentally and physically. The evidence, in fact above quoted, of Messrs. Walker, Bedford &c., leaves
little room to question the policy of such regulation.
In any limitation of the hours of working a coal pit, I would venture here to state why such
limitation should, in my opinion, apply to the drawing of coals. In a large pit, where the shaft is 50
or 60 fathoms, containing 130 persons, it will require, unless the engine and tackle are of an unusual
strength, above an hour to draw al the people out with due care (see witness No.118.) and the same
time to let them down. But in a small pit where there are perhaps only one third of that number, the
drawing and letting down of the people would, instead of upwards of two hours, occupy but 40
minutes ands often less. For this reason I think it would be impossible and that it might lead to
accidents, to limit the time for the engine to work without reference to what it drew. The work in the
pit will necessarily be limited by the time for drawing coals.
The objection, that the people would overwork themselves of hours of work were shortened, in
order to get the same work done in less time (see witness No. 137) is based, I think, on the
assumption that prices and wages per piece, would remain, when the supply of coal was limited as
they now are when that supply is not only limited but unduly great.
The evidence of Mr. Wilson (No.137) is most valuable, owing to the practical as well as scientific
knowledge of mining for which that gentleman is eminent. his desire is, that in any Act limiting
hours of work in collieries provision should he made that “after the colliers were withdrawn, the coal
might be brought out.” His reason being, that in a large pit a longer time will be required to get out a
proportionate quantity of work. This difficulty, I think, would be avoided by sinking another shaft
when a pit became very large, as has been done by Lord Fitzwilliam at Elsecar, By Messrs, Field,
cooper and Faulds at Stainborough and by Mr. Clarke at Silkstone, or where this would be too
expensive, by the simpler process of strengthening the ropes and drawing two corves at once as is
now done by Mr. Wilson’s colliery at Kexborough, at Messrs Travis and Horsfall at Worsborough,
&c., &c. Coals are always drawn as soon as they arrive at the shaft.
I have ventured to touch on this part of the subject because it involves the consideration of one of
these many peculiarities in mines which would render the provisions for the regulation of factories
inapplicable to collieries.
I would refer you to the evidence of the coal masters for the greatest number of hours are ever
worked. My own belief of that they are rarely, if ever, worked about 14 hours, because I believe the
human frame incapable of longer endurance of such labour in such an atmosphere.
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There are not about one or two collieries in this district where night work is ever done and at
those but rarely. As respects the entire subject of hours of labour evidence may be referred to from
witnesses Nos. 1, 16, 3, 22, 61, 124, 130, 171, 221, 247, &c.
I may here direct attention to the fact that the youngest children are often the longest time in the
pit, owing to the necessity of their attendance as trappers as long as any of the corves remain to pass.
I would refer to the statements of witnesses Nos.6, 7, and 28. They seldom see daylight in winter
from Saturday to Saturday except as one of the boys observed, “except when we look up the pit
shaft.”

III- MEALS.
It is a general practice among colliers to breakfast before they go to the pit and to take their
substantial meal after they return home. The meal is taken in the pits is (in at least five cases out of
six) a luncheon consisting of bread and sometimes and meat or bread and cheese. The have oatmeal
porridge and milk for breakfast and sometimes onion porridge. They have generally meat and
potatoes for dinner when they come out of the pit, a small portion of meat and a good deal of
Yorkshire pudding with it. The patents often have tea or a little beer for the drinking but the children
usually have nothing after their dinner.
The engine generally stops an hour for dinner and always 40 minutes during which the engineer
and the banksman who attend at the top of the shaft generally have their dinners but in the pit there
are no fixed or regular duration of time for stopping. The getters, or colliers, usually goon working
after a brief rest and the elder children often help them. So that in the pit the time of meals varies
very much, according to the pressure of work and the age and strength of the children. In some of
the pits near Chapeltown, in the centre of this district, hey scarcely stop above a quarter of an hour.
There is no cleaning of anything or anybody either in or near coal pits and dirtiness prevails and
no washing is either practised or possible till work is over and people are at home. I am satisfied that
then w hen at home the washing is very partial and confined, in nineteen cases out of twenty, to the
upper part of the body, except on Saturdays or Sunday mornings.
Neither is there any change of clothes except that on leaving the pit the men put on their shirts,
waistcoats and coats and women their gowns and when they have had them off, their shifts also but
there are no places erected for their accommodation in this respect. From time immemorial colliers
have walked home in their blanket coats and dirty faces, looking like no other human being but
themselves and so they will in all probability, continue to do so as colliers are colliers.

IV- NATURE OF EMPLOYMENT.
In order to understand the varieties of work in which children and young persons are employed,
the peculiar effects of their employment and the accidents to which colliers are liable, it is necessary
that the economy of colliers be explained. The following is a ground plan of a thick coal pit:Coal lies at an inclined plane of which the inclination downwards, called in Yorkshire “the dip” is
about 1 in 11 yards and generally towards the east (magnetic). At the lowest point in the field to be
worked is sunk the engine shaft (E) for pumping water out of the pit. A few yards higher up the coal
bed is sunk the working shaft (D) for drawing the coal.
From the bottom of these shafts roads or galleries are driven parallel to each other and nearly, but
not quite, at right angles to the dip of the coal, so that each may rise gently from the shafts.
The gallery from the engine shaft is for the conveyance of water and is called the water level (B).
The gallery from the working shaft is for the conveyance of coal and is called the main gate or
working level (A). Both these galleries are called level and the reason that they are not quite level in
fact as well as name is, that of they were, the water would run down to one and the coals would not
be so easily brought down the other.
Cleavage of the coal.

The next thing to be considered is the cleavage of the coal, that is the direction in which the grain
runs. It does not always run at right angles to the dip. though it does in Plan 1 and parallel to the
level but often about S25 OE (magnetic). The grain of the coal thus running lengthwise is called
(somewhat strangely) the “end” and all cuttings driven across the grain and at right angles to the
“end” are called “board.”
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Board gates and bank faces.

The coal is easiest got by hewing at the end, or face, as it is called. To effect this smaller gates are
cut, and carried upwards and boardwise at regular distances all along the main gates, just like streets
turning out of a main street. These side gates are called “board gates” (F) and as the board of the coal
seldom runs parallel with the level, but generally in the direction of the rise, it follows that these
board gates are always on the ascent from the main gates, sometimes directly on the ascent and
sometimes obliquely, according as the coal cleaves. A fact which is important to keep in view, as
materially affecting the labour of the children. When these board gates are driven upwards a
sufficient number of yards to leave on each side a good mass of coal, called pillars (J), to support the
roof, a short side gate or bank level (G), at right angles to the bord gate, is cut either way and of
curse parallel with the grain of “end” of the coal so as to expose its face to the operations of the
collier who proceeds to get the coal, working always upwards and carrying with him a small moving
chamber or area and building up the space behind him or letting the roof fall as he proceeds and
propping up the part excavated with wooden or iron posts. The face of the seam of coal thus exposed
to the operations of the collier is called the bank face (K).

Ventilation.

The theory of ventilation must be explained for of all the various points affecting the safety and
health of men and children, it is at once the most important and the least understood. Ventilation is
the process of suction by mans of rarefying the air, the air being consumed by a furnace at one ends
of a tubs and the gates forming this tube, the air is drawn through them towards the fire to supply the
vacuum caused by it and thus is the current effected. There are various modes of ventilation, the
principle is however the same in all.
Ventilation in thick coal pits.

In the colliery for which Plan 1 is a rough sketch, the fresh air descends the Engine Pit (E). The
object is to prevent it from making any short cut to the furnace (C) (which is the tendency) until it
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has been made to wind itself all through the workings. Each of the slits (S) which formed the
communication between gates A and B have been successively stopped, or bricked up, and others
cut beyond. As the gates proceed in length and merely a small aperture is left at the bottom of each,
where it is necessary for the water to drain through.
Having thus carried to the terminus of the colliery, the air is allowed to pass through the slit (OS)
but to prevent its return down the main gate (A) a trap door* (L) is placed near the end and the air is
consequently obliged to pass up the whole length of the last board gate till the top bank level, being
left open, allows it to enter the bank face (K3), which it asses round, cleansing the newly hewn coal
and sweeping into the next board gate. It cannot descend that board gate, however, further that the
trap door (X) at the bottom, so that it is forced to pass on, taking the course indicated by the arrows,
till it enters the furnace (C) and passes from thence by a short tunnel into the drawing shaft (D),
generally a few yards above the bottom of that shaft.
Drawing shafts ought not to be upcast shafts.

To this plan of making the drawing shaft the upcast shaft there is great objection, the heat, smoke
and gas which are thus thrown into the drawing shaft are not extremely unpleasant to those who
descend or ascend it, but the ropes are seriously injured by it. Under the sixth head of this Report I
shall have occasion to refer to this point.
Third shafts expedient for the upcast air.

The best mode of avoiding this evil is to have a third shaft fork the furnace or cupola above. It is
dine in nearly all the best collieries. through the drawing shaft serves as the upcast in at least two out
of three of them in this district. The engine pit is seldom made the upcast shaft, though the
ventilation would be equally well effected, the air merely going round the contrary way. The reason
is that repairs are frequently required to the pumps and the furnace must be extinguished and the
colliery stopped, whenever the pumps wanted mending.
The old bank level or side gates (G) in Plan 1, which served before the workings had proceeded
as far as they are carried in the sketch, are left open, it will be remarked, on the south side, the object
of this it to supply a vent for any gas which may accumulate in the old workings whereby it may
discharge itself into the board gates (F) which is ascends and then joins the main current.
Trap doors.

The trap doors open, of course, against the current, and fall to it. It is manifest that on the
stoppage opposed to the air by the trap door at L in Plan 1, the ventilation of the entire colliery
depends for as the air invariably takes the shortest course, not a breath of it would pass up the board
gate or visit a single bank face, were that door left open so as to allow it to pass straight back to shaft
D. In order to render this barrier to the return the more secure, especially where much gas prevails, it
is usual to put another trap door (X, M) further along the main gate.
Whenever the air descends the drawing shaft as trap door is places a yard or two beyond the
nearest board gate, to rune the air up there first and a similar series of stoppings or doors are places
(mutatis mutandis) till the air has passed through all the workings when it will be allowed to enter
the extremity of the end gate (B) and near the engine shaft a cupola and a separate shaft will be
usually placed for its reception.
So far I have been endeavouring to describe the plan working and ventilation of thick coal pits,
such as those of Wakefield. In the thin beds of Flockton, Thornhill, Hepworth, Mirfield, Batley,
Dewsbury &c., another system is adopted.
Working of thin coal pits.

In the first place the main or hurrying road is not driven parallel and near to the water level or
along the lowest part of the field. Plan 2 will exhibit the system pursued.
Here the end or grain of the coal. it will be observed, does not run at right angles to the dip or
inclination of the plane, but often at an angle of 600 . Thos is no reason for carrying the “rise
endings,” as they call their main gates, away from the water level. Another reason if that the thinness
of the coal will not permit of the expense of carrying the main gates high enough for horses to hurry
along them. The whole of the hurrying has to be done by hand, and they deem it an economy of
labour to drive their main gates not at the bottom, up to the bank faces, may be shorten each way.

*These trap doors, are, in point of fact, stoppings mae to open and let corves pass, and are indicated by a cross in all the
planes.
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Hurrying from the dip.

It follows than one third of the work is done to the dip, that is to say, that the coal is got lower
down the inclined plane that the hurrying gate and that, consequently, the loaded corves have to be
hurried up hill, a result which, as far as it goes, obviously increases the labour of the children.
Instead of getting coal upwards in the bank faces, as in the Barnsley pits, they often worked
downwards, closing in the board gates, and working out the whole width at once. Several important
results arise from this change. no pillars are left and the economy of getting al the coal at once, with
one side cutting, i.e. one cutting boardwise, which is the most laborious, is much talked of. At the
same time, where there is water, it is apt to run to the bank faces, where the men work, instead of
from them into the old workings. Again the economy of cutting the coal at the banks boardwise,
once instead of twice, is more than balanced by the disadvantage of being compelled to drive double
gates in every direction, for it is quite plain that a current be maintained by means of one passage
without a return course. As the main gates desert the water gate, no connecting slits can be cut
between them and each must have its duplicate and the plan shows and this in itself is costly. The
hurrying roads in fact form gutters and they are often very wet for the children.

Draft text

8

It is also an important result from the plan of working, bank faces downwards, instead of to the
rise, that there is no other vent to accumulated gas in the old workings, except down to the faces
where the men are getting coal. When a fall for instance takes place in the roof other foul air is
driven of necessity to the face of the coal for it has no other vent, either behind or laterally as in Plan
1.
Division of air.

Another very material peculiarity in this system of working is the division of the air into two
separate currents, on its arrival at the bottom of the shaft, so as to ventilate different sections of it. It
will be remarked in Plan 2 that after the air has descended the downcast shaft it is allowed to divide
itself. One current, after a circuitous tour, ventilating the left or dip side, and the other the rise or
right hand side of the colliery, and rejoining each other at the upcast shaft after their work is done. I
am not prepared to say that this plan generally prevails. I trust it does not for as the air will
invariably take the shortest course, that side where its journey to the longest will be imperfectly
ventilated, if ventilated at all. A more usual plan is to put a partial stopping of brickwork into the
mouth of the shorter air gate so as to limit its passage and throw more into the longer course. A
discussion on this question having arisen in Yorkshire, I addressed letters n the subject to some of
the most experienced coal master whose answers will be found in Appendix A.
The division of the air current is well obviated in the Moira Collieries near Ashby-de-la-Zouch,
and I have been favoured by Mr. Woodhouse with the following sketch of the node adopted there to
accomplish a division of the colliery into separate sections and yet to ventilate them each separately.

A is of course the downcast shaft and B the upcast shaft. At the places were crosses are marked
the return air is carried over the fresh air gate by means of arched runnels.
The number of air doors, or trap doors, as they are called, depends much of the amount of
carburetted hydrogen gas, commonly called firedamp, or carbonic acid gas, commonly called
blackdamp. t which the mine happens to be subject.
It is, however, almost superfluous to state, that on the proper ventilation of the air lives of the
miners entirely depend it being the only effective preservative. The ventilation again depends
entirely on the trap doors being kept shut and on their being properly closed immediately after the
carriages conveying the coal have passed them.
Employment of children as trappers.

The youngest children in the mines are intrusted with this important office! They are called
trappers. Their duty consists of sitting in a little hole, scooped out for them in the sides of the gates
behind each door where they sir t with a string in their hands attached to the door and pull it open the
moment they hear the corves (i.e. carriages for conveying coal), at hand, and the moment it has
passed they let the door fall to, which it does by its open weight. If anything impedes the shutting of
the door they remove it, or, if unable to do so run to the nearest man to get him to do it for them.
They have nothing else to do but, as their office must be performed from the repassing of the first to
the passing of the last corve during the day, they are in the pit the whole time it is worked, frequently
about 12 hours a day (See witness No.16.) They are, moreover, in the dark often with a damp floor
to stand on, and exposed necessarily to drafts though I have seldom sound the temperature lower at
their posts than 580 and often higher.
The ages of the children vary from 51/2 to 10 years old, few come before they are nearly 7 and few
remain longer than 9 or 10.
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There is not hard work for the children to do, nothing could be easier, but it is almost painfull
think to contemplate the dull dungeon-like life these little creatures are doomed to spend. A life in
the most part, passed in solitude, damp and darkness. They are allowed no light* but sometimes a
good natured collier will bestow a little bit of candles on them as a treat. On one occasion. as I was
passing a little trapper, he begged me for a little grease from my candle. I found that the poor child
had scooped out a hole in a great stone and having obtained a wick, had manufactured a rude sort of
lamp and that he kept it going as well as he could by begging contributions of melted tallow from
the candles of any Samaritan passers by. To be in the dark, in fact, seemed to be the great grievance
with all of them. (See witness No.116.) Occasionally, they are so posted as to be near the shaft
where they can sometimes run and enliven themselves with a view of the corves going up with the
coals, or perhaps occasionally with a board’s-eye peep at the daylight itself. Their main amusement
is that recreations is that of joining the rest of the children at noon at meal time. This is, however,
anything but improving to their morals.
As there can be no doubt that the constant employment of young children even in the easiest
physical occupation is mentally injurious, it is greatly to be wished that they should be wholly
excluded from collieries. As, however, the occupation of trappers is so very light, it is not well
remunerated. It occurred to me that possible a mechanical invention might supply the work of
trappers and obviate the difficulty. I applied to the Rev. Mr. Blackburn, of Attercliffe, near
Sheffield, on the subject, aware that he united great mechanical knowledge with an ardent zeal for
the improvement of the condition of working children.
I beg to transmit to you the result of this application. One of the plans for self-acting trap doors
sent to me by Mr. Blackburn consists in the depression (by the wheels of the corves) of along bar,
poised near its extremity in an axis ands with a counterpoise bearing down its short end, and so
placed along the rails that the wheel of the corves shall depress the long end and by means of the
bands attached to the pulley at the axis open the door. It would, however, be impossible for corves to
pass back again on the same rails, a fatal objection to this plan.
The other consists of two long piece of rail on each side of the door being made moveable
vertically and pointed together at the door post. Top this point it is proposed to attach a rope which
shall pass over a grooved pulley (fixed vertically to the top of the door post) and from thence to the
furthermost end of a horizontal crank attached to the pivot of the door itself and exactly like those
used for conducting bell wires round the corners of rooms. This rope should be short enough to keep
the rails lifted up when the door is s hut. By the depressions of the moveable rails when the corves
comes upon them, it is clear that the rope would be pulled down, the crank turned and the door
opened. In order that when the corves had passed over both moveable rails as the door should shut,
the plan provides that another rope attached to a weight as a counterpoise should pass over in the
opposite side of the same pulley and be fastened to the opposite end of the same crank as the rope.
This would pull the door to and life the rails again the moment the corves ceased to keep them down.
The plan also provides that, as regards the moveable rails and the counterpoise, as similar apparatus
should be attached to the opposite side of the doorway but which should operate not in opening, but
merely in closing the door. The corves, according to this plan, would approach inclined planes,
depressing them by their own weight, and keep them depressed till they had cleared the door and as
the operation would be similar either way, they could pass equally well backwards and forwards.
This plan appears practicable but seeing how fatal the effects of any free currency of air down the
main gates this withdrawn from the bank faces, it is important careful to inquire how far any
apparatus would present a liability to this event, by becoming blocked by falling coals or other
cause, and so lead to the disasters of explosion.
Mr. Clarke, the proprietor of come of the largest collieries in my district, says, in his evidence,
No.140, “I object to any species of machinery or the purpose because I am sure it would not be
secure and when it got wrong the hurriers could not be trusted to give notice.” Such is the general
feeling of the coal masters in the thick coal district. See the opinions stated in letters, Appendix A.
Self-acting doors.

At Flockton and in many of the thin seam districts, the trap doors are allows to be pushed upon by
the corves and to fall to of their own weight, the air always pressing them to close, unless the coal
should fall, or other stoppage occur. That this is sometimes the case, and that the hurriers do not
always remove such impediments as witness 299 thinks, I may state that in a colliery at Gildersome I
found no less than two doors ajar, one owing to a defect of the hinge and the other
*When we consider the very trifling cost at which these little creatures might be supplied with a light. as is the case in
the Cumberland Collieries, there are few things which more strongly indicate the neglect of their comfort than the fact of
their being kept in darkness, of all things the most wearisome to a young child.
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from coal having fallen and blocked the doorway. When I arrived at the bank face, I was not allowed
to hold my candle near the roof for fear of an explosion! There is also danger in having young
trappers. The accidents near Newcastle, where 32 persons lately lost their lives was caused by the
youngest trapper, a child of nine, propping open his trap door and going to play. It is difficult to
devise any other really safe system than that of having a much older, better paid and responsible
class of persons to perform so very important an office. It strikes me that this office ought to be
made a post of honour, to which the cream, of the hurriers ought to be alone prompted instead of
making it the lowest grade where every infant serves its noviciate.
The trappers are, on the whole, more cheerful than might be expected and it is no unusual thing to
hear them singing as they sit in their holes. Girls are employed as well as boys in trapping.
It is impossible to give any average of the number of children employed as trappers. It is
dependant entirely on the amount of the firedamp or blackdamp and bears no proportion either to
numbers of workmen or size of pit. The number varies from one to twenty or thirty.
Horse drivers.

When the pits are sufficiently advanced to make the main gate long, and the seam of coal admits
of the gates being high enough, the corves are brought down from the bank faces to a certain point
whence horses bring six or eight of them together down to the shaft. The drivers are those who drive
these horses and they have by far the best occupation in the pits. It gives them exercise and some
degree of variety and the only work they have is when a corve gets accidentally off the rail and has
to lifted on again. To facilitate this work, or rather to prevent its occurrence, in Earl Fitzwilliam’s
collieries there is a second boy who, to use the expression of witness No.148, acts as footman to the
others. There is little work to do as respects the driving, for the horses are perfectly trained to their
work, and the boy who sits and drives on the front corve whenever they are empty, he drives
backwards and forwards all day. There well be above seven or weight drivers even in large sized
collieries except in the Upper and Lower Elsecar and jump-pits belonging to Earl Fitzwilliam where
there are 21 drivers and their assistants, out of 61 young persons in all. This is far above the usual
proportion. In Mr. Clarke’s collieries, for instance at Silkstone. There are only seven horse drivers
out of 114 young persons and many pits have none at all. They are put to drive horses much before
they are 11 years old and it is a matter of accident whether they go to other employment is not before
they are 14. In the thin coal pits horses are seldom used. Mr. Ingham’s of Thornhill and one of
Messrs. Stansfield and Briggs and, I think, the only exceptions I have seen.
Jenny boys.

It frequently happens that there is a very rapid descent, either down a board gate or occasionally
down a main gate, or in large collieries, from one main gate own to another. In such places a jenny is
erected consisting of a strong pulley, round which a chain passes, to one end of which loaded corves
are attached, whilst the other is attached to the bottom of the descent to a train of empty ones, which
the weight of the full corves pulls up in its descent, both trams, of course, running on separate lines
of rails. It is the duty of the jenny boys to detach the corves one by one as the horses arrive and hook
them on, called “hanging on”, to the descending end of the chain and when they are started, to
regulate the speed by applying a brake or convoy to the chain by means of a lever. The pushing of
the corves is rather, but is very, laborious and there are varieties and intervals in the work which
make it anything but irksome. I found a great muster of these lads at the Elsecar collieries.
Sometimes, especially in new collieries, where it is necessary to work to the dip, that is, to cut
passages or water lodges or air slits from the air gate or from the main gate downwards. In this case
it is often necessary to place a jenny at the top of these slits to draw up the coal and in which case
power has to be applied by a windlass. I witnessed this in operation at the Soap House Colliery,
Sheffield. I found this windlass turned by two boys, one of 12 and one of 13 years old, which
appeared to be rather hard work. The length of the inclined plane and railways was 40 yards, the
inclination being on e yard in seven and the corves drawn up weighed 9 cwt. The windlass had no
other mechanical power than a handle with a long purchase. One of the boys was remarkably strong
for his age.
At the Elsecar Collieries there are 9 jenny boys out of 61 young persons. In few collieries are
there so large a proportion and in great numbers none whatever. They are not old enough to jenny
till they are 11 or 12 and continue until they are about 15. Jenny boys are paid by the master and
employed by him.
Hurriers.

The chief employment of children and young persons as I have stated, is that of conveying the
coal from the bank faces to the shaft, where there are no horses and to the horses, where there are
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any. They do this by propelling the corves before them and in some very thin coal beds, in crawling
and pulling them after them. These cases occur in small pits only. The corves are oblong waggons,
on small wheels of 9 or 12 inches in diameter running on railways, which are laid down in nearly all
the gates of every colliery*. These corves vary greatly in size carrying from 2 or 10 cwt. of coal but
the commonest size in the thicker beds of coal are made to hold 6 cwt. of coal and weighing about 2
or 21/2 cwt. themselves, making a weight of about 8 cwt. in all. The operation of propelling these
corves is called hurrying, and in some places, tramming. It is done by placing both hands on the top
rail of the back of the corve and pushing it forward running as fast as the inclination of the road or
the strength of the hurrier will permit.
The hurriers, unlike trappers, drivers and jenny boys, are generally paid and employed by the
colliers themselves, each collier undertaking, either by himself or in conjunction with another, not
only to “get” that is, to hew out an allotted bank of coal, but to deliver it as the horse gate, or at the
shaft as the case may be, The work of the hurrier is not, therefore, as may be readily supposed,
confined merely to the hurrying of the corves backwards and forwards along the gates. When the
hurrier arrives with his or her empty corve at the bank face, it has to be filled, and in the north part of
my district all the small part of the coal must be riddles (i.e. sieved) also. In these operations the
hurriers almost invariably assist. In some of the colliers round Sheffield, it is true, there are a few
fillers who are, in fact, majority of coal pits in my district, the hurriers help to fill and help to riddle.
In very few cases the hurriers are paid by men who contract to hurry and in some by the masters.
The filling is performed by shovelling up the smaller coal and throwing it, which is done by the
colliery and who throws it into the riddle which is held by the hurrier who then shakes it and throws
the coal which remains into the corve. This is equally done by girls where they are employed. These
riddles with the usual quantity of coals thrown into them at once weigh about 20 lbs. They are
usually 22 inches in diameter and 3 inches deep.
Topping.

When the corve is nearly filled in this manner, it is “topped” with large coal, which is jointly put
on by the collier and by the hurrier with their hands. When the corve is full, the hurrier starts and
hurries it down to its destination, and returns back again as soon as possible with an empty corve.
Getting.

Sometimes when the collier has not got sufficient coal by the time the hurrier returns, the hurrier
takes the pick with which the coal is hewn and helps to “get”. By this means the art of getting is
learnt and the hurrier by degrees becomes a collier, and at 18 or 19 finally leaves off hurrying
altogether. Getting if performed first by making a horizontal cut underneath the coal it is intended to
get, this is called “holing” and as it has to be done low down, the collier of obliged to kneel and
often to lie on one side in a very constrained position to work. Next, deep vertical cuts are made in
order to release the block from either side at given lengths. It is the detached from above by means
either of gunpowder or wedges. it is not usual for young persons to perform this work, except as an
occasional occupation, and except in the thin coal pits, which I shall presently name separately.
nevertheless, this work is done sufficiently often by older hurriers to justify its being classed as a
part of their occasional employment.
Labouriousness of hurrying.

The degree in which hurrying is laborious depends entirely on the following points:1st. the age and strength of the hurrier, 2nd. the size and weight of the corves, 3rd. the height and
degree of inclination in the gates, 4th. the eveness of the rails, 5th. the state of the air and 6th. the
disposition of the collier, which has, perhaps, more efficient in determining the labour of the hurrier
than all the other points put together. As regards the age and strength of the hurrier, I am confident
that numbers are not sufficiently strong for the work. (See the evidence on this point, of witnesses
Nos. 67, 97, 124 &c.) On the other hand, it is common for two to hurry together, when one is young,
to lighten the work. “A boy”, (says an experience steward, No.123), “must be fine boy to hurry by
himself before he is 12 or 14.” “A hurrier, (says another equally experienced steward No.98), “has a
hard day’s work. I think a hurrier of 14 or 15 years old will hurry nine hours in the day without
hurting him.” Yet hurriers of 12 hurry longer hours in a great number of instances.

*This used not to be the case. About 30 years ago few rails existed and the work was heavier. (See witness No.203.)
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Size and weight of corves.

As regards the second point, the size and weight of the corves materially differs whilst the
difference to be hurried is also dependent on whether there are horses to take corves down the main
gate.
The following statement of the actual work done in some of the collieries I visited will give a
good idea of the average amount of a hurrier’s day’s work as far as mere hurrying goes. In one of
Mr. Clark’s collieries at Silkston, where horses are used, the average distance to be hurried each way
is 150 years*. The loaded corves weight 8 cwt. (coal and corve together), and the average day’s
work is 20 full corves per day. This. both ways, gives and aggregate distance of about three miles
and a half per day, half of which distance will be performed pushing 8 cwt. on the descent and half
pushing about 2 cwt. on the ascent. In Messrs. Traviss and Horsfall’s colliery at Worsborough,
where no horses are employed, the average distance of 400 yards, the weight of the loaded corves
about 8 1/2 cwt. and the number hurried per day 20. making an aggregate distance of above nine miles.
The same statement was made at Messrs, Hopwood and Jackson’s colliery, Barnsley, except that the
corves weight there 1 1/2 cwt. less. At Messrs. Thorpe’s colliery at Gawber, where horses are
employed the largest corves in the district are used, they weigh when full, 121/2 cwt., the average
journey is 150 yards and it is made 16 times a day, gives an aggregate distance of only two miles
and two thirds. In one of the thin coal pits at Hushelf Bank, where the corves weight about 2 cwt.
when full, the distance is about 140 yards, and they have 24 to hurry in the day, making a distance of
nearly four miles per day.
The relative proportion between the distance hurried by horses and children is thus states by
witness No.9.:- “If the main gates were 286 yards in length, the board gates will often depend on the
shape of the field of coal, and the time the pit had been worked, and moreover, in many pits the
horse gate does not extend along the entire length of the main gate, It may, however, serve as an
approximate to a proportion.
Size of gates in thin coal pits.

It must not be supposed that the distance alone can be taken as any criterion of the hurrier’s work.
In a large proportion of my district the he seam of coal runs from 10 to 30 inches in thickness. In
few of such collieries do the gates exceed a yard in height and they are often as low as 28 inches and
even 26 inches. The labour of hurrying in many of these pits of very great. Not so much because the
gates are low but in nine cases out of ten, because less pains are taken to keep the rails in repair and
to drain the roads. It must be recollected, however, that whereas in the thick pits the weight of the
corves will be 8 cwt. when loaded and in the thin mines it varies for 2 to 31/2 cwt. only. There is
something very oppressive at first sight in the employment of children hurrying all day in passages
under 30 inches in height, and altogether not much above the size of an ordinary drain. The fact is
proved beyond all doubt notwithstanding that there is nothing unhealthy or hurtful in the
employment of the children in gates of 30 inches, so long as attention is paid to the repair of the
rails, healthy and strong who had been employed for years in well conducted thin pits, as I have ever
seen employed in thick ones. There are, however, many pits where the gates, especially those up to
the bank faces, are not above 24 or even 22 inches in height. All these ought to be heightened. It is
impossible that the children can avoid a most constrained posture and often injuries to the spine in
such places.
Where the coal is thin it would of course be unprofitable to cut gates much higher and an increase
of six inches in height, costing probably 8d. per yard, would render it impossible to work such
collieries at all at least at the present price of coals. Driving gates in the thin pits cost from 2s. 2d. to
2s. 4d. per cubic yard.
Hurrying on all fours.

Where the coal is very thin children not unfrequently hurry ion all fours in the following manner:A broad belt is buckled round their waist to the front to which the chain is fastened which, when
they go down on all fours, is passed between their legs and attached to the corve, which they draw
after them, thus harnessed to it like animals. This is extremely hard work. (See evidence Nos. 41, 45,
38, 53, 53, 54, &c.)

*Some of the board gates and faces are near to the place where the horses come and others further removed. The
maximum in this pit is 250 yards, the minimum 20 yards.
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Dip gates.

Wherever the board gates are much inclined, whether in thin or thick coals, the hurrying is
necessarily heavier, for, when loaded, it requires great exertion to hold the corve back, and when
empty, it push it up. It is no uncommon thing to see hurriers bald owing to pushing the corves up
steep board gates with their heads. (See Nos.138, 206.)
Evenness and repair of the rails.

The evenness and state of repair in which the tram ways are kept is, of course, another material
point. Tram plates are generally, I believe I may sat universally used in my district, They are, of
course, less easy to hurry over than raised rails on the same principle as the rail roads. An
improvement for which probably another half century will witness the introduction. In many pits
these tram plates are allows to get into vet bad repair and in others the runs as so clumsily arranged
that the corves continually fall off the trams. The lifting and pushing them on again forms the
hardest part of the work incidental to hurrying. Witness 21, a hurrier states- “The hardest part of
hurrying is lifting when the corve gets off the tram road.” Oiling the wheels of the corves tends
much to lighten the labour.
Roads without rails.

There are still some small pits when the coal is very thin ands where no rails are laid down*. In
these the bottoms of the corves are made in the form of sledges and the work would be very much
more sever, except where this is the case they are very much smaller. At the same time the heaviest
work of all is that of hurrying in gates not above, and often under 2 feet when the children have
generally to crawl and where there are no wheels to the corves. Witness No.73., an under ground
steward states:- “There are five thin coal pits (near Chapeltown), where the seam will be from 26 to
18 inches. The gates are about 36 inches and the bank faces 26 or 28 inches. In these they draw the
corves with a sledge with the belt and chain round their bodies and go along on their hands and feet.
They go along in this way for about 30 yards. They thrust along the gates on trams.” That is to say,
they are obliged to crawl only from the bank faces to the main gate where alone it has been though
worth while to heighten the way from the thickness of the seam (26 inches) to a yard. Here only
trams are laid down in what are properly the board gates no trams are laid and only the height of the
seam if left. The same witness adds, “The children are harder worked in these pits and are well tired
at night. Not many fall ill. They work from seven to five o’clock.”
I consider this the severest work performed in collieries. It is, however, seldom done by children
working in “numbers together.” Such pits are usually very small and three children or four are the
common number employed, very rarely as many as six. In a small pit at Law Moor, where they have
no rails at all, the entire work is done thus and likewise in many small ones in the Huddersfield
Union.
The state of the air necessarily materially affects fatigue. This is brought home to the practical
experience of every individual in mines.
Kindly of unkindly disposition of collier as affecting the hurrier’s labour.

The last point which determines the labouriousness of hurrying is the kindly or unkindly
disposition of the collier or getter by whom the hurrier is employed. One, when he sees the child
arrive out of breath or otherwise fatigued at his bank, will bid it sit down and rest a bit, and fill the
corve himself, another will take no notice of whether it is fatigued or not, a third will notice it and
not care. One will assist in pushing the corve off, that is, give it a start, a material part of the
exertion, another will not. One will grease the wheel occasionally, another will not. One collier,
apart from any bad disposition, will be always behind hand with his work and unable to assist his
hurrier, who , on the contrary, is obliged to assist him. One will require them to “get” as an assistant,
in which case they are often strained by the exertion, another only to let them learn.
General remarks on hurrying.

The foregoing statements corroborate the perfect truth of the remark of witness No.9 that, “there
are sorts and heavier sorts of hurrying.” The difficulty is, of course, great in giving and general
statement.
It would at first sight appear that the laboriousness of hurrying would depend greatly on whether
horses were used or not, as it appears that when they are, the distance to be hurried over by the
children is lessened in the proportion of 400 to 150, consequently, where there are no horses,
*The proprietors of a small pit neat Holmfirth had rails laid down but they were removed by the people themselves! (See
evidence No.415.)
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hurriers have nearly three times more work to do. Such a conclusion would be most fallacious.
When the corve is fairly started on the main gate, and the descent is gentle, there is little exertion
required to run it down to the shaft. The difficulty of hurrying is in the board gates, where the ascent
and descent are much steeper, the height often less, and the tram ways more temporary and less
evenly laid. In addition to this, it by no means follows that because the hurrier returns sooner to the
bank face with the empty corve, that therefore he has more time to rest. It generally happens that he
has on that account more work to do when he arrives there, whether in getting, filling or riddling.
I have, of course, performed every part of the work done by children in a variety of collieries,
both in its heavy and light descriptions and it is my decided opinion that where the corves do not
exceed 8 cwt. in weight, that were the descent or ascent is not too great, say not above 1 in 14, that
where the tram ways are in good repaid and the wheels greased, the mere labour of hurrying is by no
means great, not greater than a healthy child of 13 (or of 9 with another where the corves are heavy),
may easily perform, whose strength has not been impaired by early exertion. I am also of opinion
that such a child might perform this work for eight hours a day with half an hours repose in addition
at noon, without the least injury to its health and strength and I believe that it might hurry 20 corves
each way over 400 yards with ease and safety, if it was allowed to rest whilst remaining at he bank
face but when a child, in addition to hurrying, has to hold a sieve weighing, with the coals 20 lbs. to
shake or riddle them, and them chick them into the corves, and in fact to work the whole time or
nearly the whole time, at the bank face, it must necessarily be overworked.
It is true that there are often delays in the arrival of the corves at the shaft or end of the horse gate
which give the children a little resting time, but this is generally obtained only at the sacrifice of
longer continuance in the pit, or of increased exertion afterwards,
Taking, moreover, into due consideration the numerous instances in which either the age or
strength of the hurrier is insufficient, the weight of the corves too great, the ascents too steep, the
gates too low, the tramways uneven, the air impure and the collier unfeeling, taking he frequency of
these contingencies into consideration, though I cannot concur in the sweeping assertion of Peter
Waring that hurrying is “merely slavery an nothing but it,” I am persuaded that it is frequently made
so and that much suffering and overworking of children will continue to occur so long as the
amount, duration and nature of their work be left to the uncontrolled will of the colliers. In respect to
age, in respect to severity of work and in respect to its duration the children in mines are at the entire
mercy of the individual workmen who hire them. Their lot is dependent on the chance of his
humanity or the impulses of his avarice. I have seen children hurrying corves in places where, when
stopped, they would have been wholly unable to move. I have seen them assist in filling an riddling
when out of breath with their journey on the bank face and I have seen them so cheerfully and
merrily performing each branch of their work under more favourable circumstances. I do not think
their employment necessarily hurtful. On the contrary, I am certain the exercise itself is beneficial
and the mode in which the power of the body is applied in pushing straight forward is free from
constraint and I have no doubt, when done in moderation, as Mr. Ellis, the surgeon states, “hurrying
expands the chest and produces robustness and strength.” But I am equally confident that instances
are very numerous in which it is prolonged oppressively and made injurious to health. (See evidence
Nos.3, 24, 138, 206, 208 and 209.)
Horses as a substitution to hurrying.

I endeavour to ascertain how far other power might be substituted for that of children, first as
respects the use of horses up to the bank faces. I made particular inquiry as to this point and arrived
at the conclusion that there is no necessity for doing away with hurrying but merely with its abuses.
In the next place, those practically acquainted with mining are well aware that so great in many
cases would be the difficulty of making board gates and the spaces at the bank faces high and wide
enough for horses that many valuable beds of coal would become entirely profitless and be
necessarily abondoned. The objection of Joseph Haigh (No.9), that for such purposes, “Christians
are handier than ponies,” is nor without a good deal of quaint truth.
Children left to work after the colliers are gone.

There is anther abuse, however, to which hurriers are able, which deserves the strongest
reprobation, that of allowing them to remain in the pit after the getter or collier has left. In many
collieries in the north of my district this is continually done, frequently unknown to the coal master,
or to the steward. The getter, in some cases, even leaves the hurrier to finish getting his “stint” (i.e.
allotted quantity) of coal but very frequent to fill and hurry two, and sometimes three, corves after
the collier has gone away himself. In some cases the child assists the collier to get and then when a
good amount is got, the latter leaves the pit, thus throwing an extra share of work on the child. Under
any circumstances the child is left by himself in the most dangerous part of the colliery. (See
evidence of witness Nos.190, 202, 257, 259, 260, &c.)
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Getting.

The operation of getting or hewing the coal, which has been already described, is not generally
practised by young persons under 18 years of age, except an occasional employment, nevertheless
viscous or idle parents and colliers will occasionally employ young lads in this work, to the serious
detriment of their health. A very distressing case of this description came under my observation in
that of witness No.60, who, when examined in the evening after his work, was over, ached so much
with fatigue that he could not stand up straight. A still more melancholy case was that of poor
Reynard (witness No. 272) one reflecting deepest discredit on his employers. (See evidence No. 67.)
Labouriousness of collier’s work.

Colliers have harder work than any other class of workmen and the length of time they work, as
well as the intense exertion they undergo, added to the frequent unhealthiness of the atmosphere,
decidedly tend to shorten their lives. After they are turned 45 or 50 they walk home from their work
almost like cripples, stiffly along, often leaning on sticks, bearing the visible evidences in their
frame and gait of overstrained muscles and overtaxed strength. “I should have difficulty (says
witness No.138) in finding any work harder than a collier’s take it from first to last.” (See also Nos.
139, 199.)
Employment of females.

The foregoing remarks as to the suitableness of the occupation of hurrying to children apply to
males only. It is my duty to direct your attention to the deplorable outrage of introducing females
into collieries which prevails at Silkstone and Flockton, but which, I have reason to believe, is
peculiar to these and some neighbouring districts. I shall under the tenth head of the inquiry have
occasions to refer to this practice with respect to it moral influence. I have here merely to remark
that girls regularly perform all the various offices of trapping, hurrying, filling, riddling, topping and
occasionally getting, just as they are performed by boys. One of the most disgusting sights I have
ever seen was that of young females, dressed like boys in trousers, crawling on all fours, with belts
round their waists and chains passing between their legs, at day pits at Hunshelf Bank, and in many
small pits near Holmfirth and New Mills. It exists also in several other places.
I visited the Hunshelf colliery on the 18th. January. It is a day pit, that is, there is no shaft or
descent. The gate or entrance is at the side of a bank, and nearly horizontal. The gate was not more
than a yard high and in some places not about two feet. The corves re pushed along it in a tram way
a certain distance and then dragged by the children as described. Children from 7 years to 12 and 13
are employed to push and drag these corves the whole way from the faces or boards to the outside,
which is a distance of 150 yards and back again. This is their occupation till they are old enough to
begin picking coal down termed getting. In the whole length of this passage I found it oppressively
hot, and there are no doors to regulate the draft, in fact,, the pit is not properly ventilated at all,
When I arrived at the board or workings of the pit, I found at one of the side boards down a
narrow passage as girl of 14 years of age, in boy’s clothes, picking down the coal with the regular
pick used by the men. She was half sitting, half lying at her wok and said she found it tired her very
much and “of course she didn’t lie, it.” The place where she was at work was not the feet high.
Further on were men at work lying in the or sides and getting. No less than six girls out of the 18
men and children are employed in this pit.
Whilst I was in the pit the Rev. Mr. Bruce of Wadsley, and the Rev, Mr. Nelson, of Rotherham.,
who accompanied me and remained outside, saw another girl of 10 years of age. Also dressed in
boy’s clothes, who was employed in hurrying and these gentlemen saw her at work. She was a nice
looking little child but of course as black as a tinker and with a little necklace round her throat.
These children have 24 corves a day to hurry out of this den, and consequently have 48 times to
pass along the gate, which is about the size of tolerably large drain. I would beg particularly to call
your attention to the evidence of the manager of this colliery, No.33, whose evidence respecting the
number of girls employed by him was distinctly disproved by Harriet Morton No.38. an intelligent
girl, who seemed to feel the degradation of her lot so keenly that it was quite painful to take her
evidence. I would also refer you to that of the other children employed in the same pit, Nos.37, 39,
46 and to that of Nos.41, 46, 54,
In two other pits in the Huddersfield Union I have seen the same sight. In one, near New Mills,
the chain, passing high up between the legs of two of these girls had worn large holes in their
trousers and any sight more disgustingly indecent or revolting can scarcely be imagined than these
girls at work. No brothel can beat it. I took their evidence afterwards when they were sent to me
washed and dressed and one of them at least, was evidently crammed with her evidence (See Nos.
283 to 294 et seq.)
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Oppressive female labour.

Instances of oppressively hard work performed by young females, though of a somewhat older
age, presented themselves at collieries near Barnsley. The evidence of Elizabeth Day No.85. and of
Ann and Elizabeth Eggley, Nos. 113, and 114, are deserving of special notice and more so because I
believe both the elder of these witnesses to be respectable and credible and both gave their evidence
with much good feeling and propriety. The work of Elizabeth Day is rendered more severe by her
having to hurry part of the way up hill with loaded corves, a very unusual circumstance. The
Eggleys are, however, doing the ordinary work of hurriers in the collieries. It is a large, well
ventilated and well regulate done but owing to the size of the corves, which weight 121/2 cwt., it is
work far beyond the strength of females at any age, especially females of 16 and 18 years of age..
After taking the evidence of the two Eggleys I saw them both at work and hurries their corves and
also performed the work they had to do at the bank faces. I can not only corroborate their statements,
but have no hesitation in adding that they were they galley slaves their work would not be more
oppressive and I believe, would not in all probability be so much so. Elizabeth Eggley, the younger,
who is not about 15, whist doing what is called topping the corves, lifted a coal which must have
weighed at least a hundred pounds. It measured 30 inches in length and 10 by 7 inches in thickness.
This she lifted from the ground and placed on the top of the corve, above three feet and a half high.
She afterwards lifted as still larger one which was probably done to show what she could do. The
former one was lifted in the ordinary course of her work. This girl was working for her father who
was standing by at the time.
I would beg to refer you to this evidence (No.128), in which he expresses his dislike to such
employment of his daughters, but that 10s. a week was his inducement.
In the Silkstone pits, belonging to Mr. Clarke, where great numbers of girls regularly work, the
work is less arduous, as far at least as external circumstances go, but of course, their degree of toil
will materially depend on the disposition of the individual masters. Under no conceivable
circumstances is any one sort of employment in collieries proper for females. From the guarded
evidence of Mr. Clarke himself, who states that it is “not suitable work for girls.” to the indignant
resolution of the collected body of the colliers themselves (see No.142), that it is a “scandalous
practice.” I found scarcely an exception to the general reprobation of this revolting abomination.
Numbers and ages of hurriers.

The relative numbers and the ages of hurriers, will be gathered from the following table of the
total number &c., of young persons and hurriers employed in five collieries, which are average
specimens of the four different descriptions of collieries, the first being a small one, where the coal
is thin (i.e. 3 feet 4 inches), the second a small one, where it is thick (i.e. 9 or 10 feet), the third, a
large one, or rather two large ones, where the seam is from 5 to 6 feet and the fourth and fifth where
the gates are from 26 inches to 3 feet:-

Colliery
Micklethwaite’s Ardsley Colliery,
Barnsley
Hopwood And Jackson’s Colliery,
Barnsley
Clarke’s Collieries, Silkstone
Messrs Stansfield & Briggs,
Flockton
Mr. Ingham,
Thornhill
Total boys and girls

Total No. Total No. Oldest Youngest
Sex of young
of
hurrier
hurrier
persons hurriers age of
age of
Y M
Y
M
boys
boys
girls
boys
boys
girls
boys
girls

8
14
6
91
29
33
180
67
481

7
14
5
76
24
20
141
46
371

16
16
17
17
17
17
17
17

0
6
5
0
11
11
11
5

8
8
12
8
9
9
6
8

0
1
6
0
9
9
5
4

Average age
of total
hurriers
Y
M
11
12
15
9
14
14
12
13

6
11
0
0
5
5
8
11

It thus appears that above three fourths of the total number of the children and young persons
employed including those who work at the top of the pit in picking shale, &c., are hurriers. It is also
a singular fact that though the two last are thin coal pits, there are as old hurriers in them as in the
thick pits. although they begin at an earlier age.
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V. - STATE OF PLACE OF WORK.
That man must have strong nerves who for the first time descends a deep shaft, probably deeper
than St Paul’s cathedral is high, without some degree of uncomfortable sensation. To a young child
it is often cruelly frightful. It is difficult to describe the impression of the dark confinement and
damp discomfort conveyed by a colliery, at first sight. The springs which generally ooze through the
best cased shafts, trickle down its sides, and keeps up a perpetual drizzle below. The chamber or area
at the bottom of the shaft is almost always sloppy and muddy, and the escape from it consists in a
labyrinth of black passages, often not above four feet square, and seldom exceeding five by six. As
you proceed the dampness decreases and the subterraneous smell increases. Still these unpleasant
sensations rapidly depart, even on a slight familiarity with the scene.
The greatest difference prevails in different collieries in regard to the state of the atmosphere and
dryness of the ground. It need hardly be remarked that the appearance as well as the health of the
workpeople depends greatly on the attention paid to draining and ventilation. It will, however, very
frequently happen that where the one is good the other is bad.
In very many collieries the ground is extremely wet and the atmosphere humid and of an earthy
and damp smell. In some collieries both are equally well provided against and always with the beat
possible effects on the health and comfort of the workpeople.
In a colliery at Mirfield I found the man actually working in water, and in that and in many others
the children;’s feet were never dry. (See evidence Nos. 206, 219, 220, 256.) The Mirfield pit was the
very worst I ever saw, there being no engine pump whatever, but merely a hand pump to pump the
water into a sort of day, to run out again into the gates. (See evidence No.277). This colliery,
nevertheless, belongs to a gentleman reputation for benevolence but who knows nothing of his own
pits.
I had prepared notes of each different colliery I visited in my district, but I found that a complete
and true statement would be more likely to give offence than to do good and I abondoned the design.
I may, however, with truth state, that neither drainage nor ventilation are sufficiently attended to for
the health and comfort of the workpeople in the majority of cases. Whilst in some the ventilation is
so imperfect that it is positively dangerous. (See evidence No.96, as respects as a case brought
before the magistrates.)
I have seen collieries where firedamp or blackdamp prevailed, and where slits for increasing
ventilation ought to be cut every ten or a dozen yards an which are not cut for upwards of fifteen or
seventeen.
The general opinion of those competent to judge is, that where mines are thoroughly ventilated,
they are by no means unhealthy. One professional man, Mr. Sadler (No.139), is of opinion, however,
that exclusion from the daylight alone, is noxious.
Defective ventilation is far oftener the fault of the colliers than of the masters. Let a colliery be
ever so weak provided with the apparatus of ventilation, any one may defeat it by keeping a door
open.
I was passing through from one bank face to another, through an imperfectly made passage,
where men were getting, and was surprised to find the temperature above 700 although the colliery is
one of the beast regulated in the country, on asking the reason the answer was that the colliers did
not like a draft, because it of made their candles “sweal” (run) and that the kept a door open on
purpose to prevent a good current of air!
Generally speaking the thermometer stands from 600 to 72 0 in the bank faces from 600 to 65 0 in
the board gates, and at all degrees, from 50 to 60 in the main gates, where there is any ventilation at
all.
It is impossible to attach too much importance to ventilation, and next to it, to drainage.
Low gates.

No colliery can be deemed in a proper state for any one to work in where the height of all the
gates is less than thirty inches throughout.
Nevertheless there are many small collieries worked where the gates are not so high. There is no
reason, however, who small gates should not be as well ventilated as large ones, although economy
being more an object it is frequently neglected. The thin pits are almost always the worst ventilated.
as a proof of this I would particularly refer you to the concise reply of Mr. Barber, a proprietor of
these pits, in which he states, in reply to the first query, respecting the provision made for
ventilation, “None, not being necessary.” These are pits where just now children work all night as
well as by day. There is, however, some ventilation in them.
The entrance, especially to the small thin pits, is often by means of inclined passage, called a
futterail, where the people walk in and which in winter is pretty sure to be nearly ankle deep in
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mud. In some places these fitterails are very steep, and the people are liable to have bad falls. They
are not nearly so good a mode of entering pits as by means of a shaft. This subject belongs, however,
to the next head of inquiry.

VI- ACCIDENTS.
Accidents of various sorts an degrees are so frequent in collieries, that it is impossible to give
anything like a correct statement of all that have happened in each colliery for three years, or even
for a much shorter time. Numbers never reach the ears of the employers at all, and of those that are
known to the underground steward, unless they are very serious, he keeps no record. Such
statements are easily enough concocted, but most necessarily be imperfect and delusive. If the
master suffered when a child to a man was injured and thrown out of work for one or ten days, as the
case may be, it is probable that some regular registrar might be kept of such occurrence, but on the
contrary the collier or the child are the only sufferers of the accident by merely a personal one. In
many cases it is concealed from the knowledge of the master especially where the carelessness has
occasioned a slight explosion, and the master’s property has been risked. A case in point will be
found in the evidence of John Hobson, No.8, Mr. Dunn assured me no such accident had occurred. I
have every reason to believe it did and that its occurrence never reach Mr. Dunn’s ears.
The causes of accidents in collieries are, first, from explosion of firedamp, secondly, but far more
rarely, suffocation from blackdamp, thirdly, from the falling of the roof at the bank faces (accidents
which happen almost exclusively to adults), fourthly from the breaking of ropes or chains in the
shaft, fifthly, from inundations, sixthly for falls of coals and from blows of corves and other minor
casualties.
Firedamp.

In some of the collieries I visited, the issue of firedamp was distinctly audible. It makes a hissing
noise, easily mistaken for a gushing of water. Where it is not too strong it is often lit by the colliers,
and occasions a slight explosion, harmlessly. They are in fact so familiarised with it that they soon
grow careless as to its amount. The appearance and effects of a more serious explosion where thus
strikingly described by an eye witness from whom the following memoranda were noted down. “I
saw about 12 yards on fire, no fire so hot, nothing so beautiful. It burns all their clothes to a crould,
does but last a quarter of a minute, like a flash. It blew the trap doors in bits, blew the punches out,
and the corves in pieces, threw one upon another, and the men against the face of the coal.”
Accident at Mr. Micklethwaite’s colliery, Wakefield.

In April past a very singular accident happened from an explosion to an under ground steward
who was descending a deep pit at Wakefield, and was blown up it, and fell to the bottom when he
was but 18 yards down. The inquest seemed satisfied that he had fired the gas at the top of the shaft
with his Davy lamp. I descended this shaft and passing the furnace near the bottom very slowly, the
heat and gas very nearly made me faint. The foul air is brought put as described by Mr. Carter,
underneath the furnace not through it, and the quantity is considerable. It is very questionable
whether the explosion took place at the top or the bottom of the shaft, at any rate it is an additional
proof of the danger before named of making the working shaft that for the delivery of foul air. (See
evidence for further details from the agent No.257.)
Accident at Messrs. Stansfield’s colliery, Flockton.

The explosion at the Emroyd Colliery, in June Last, was unhappily attended by a loss of four
lives. The exact particulars will be found stated by Mr. Childs. the agent and steward (No.296). I
have visited the scene of the accident and of which the proprietors have obligingly favoured me with
the following plan:-
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A represents the roof fallen in, F the part which was the immediate cause of the gush of gas which
produced the accident, the dot in the arrow, bear B is where the man whose lamp fired the gas, and
who since is dead. The dots at EE indicate the places where the hurriers were burnt, three of whom
have died, the one low down the board gate (D), marked LE, is a most singular proof of the power of
the gas, of the fire, to have reached this child at all, must have blown down a trap door, turned two
corners, and proceeded directly against the current of air at least 100 yards from where the
explosion took place. The arrows indicate the course of the air and the crosses are trap doors. The
stoppings marked G were also injured, and one was blown down, as was also the trap door marked C
now replaced by a brick wall. The slit marked H appears to give some vent to the gas in the old
workings backwards, an it is not improbable that the air which injured the stoppings at G may have
come from thence.
When I was in the pit, there was a good current of air through the faces, and there was next to no
gas at all. How far the ventilation in this pit was or was not, at the time of the accident, sufficiently
good, and conducted on a principle adequate to meet the contingency of a fall of the roof, an the
consequent gush of gas, I do not attempt to determine. The air is self divided at the bottom of the
downcast shaft and traverses a considerable distance. On the proximate cause of the accident there
can be no doubt.
So reckless a case of negligence as that of poor Hargrave, who kept his lamp unguarded and after
repeated warnings from previous fallings of the roof, is scarcely on record. The same man had had
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his lamp unscrewed on the same day, a proof that the amount of gas was temporary which caused
the explosion, in fact the sudden falls are so much dreaded, that this pit is constantly worked with
Davy lamps. It would appear at first sight that by padlocking the lamps the negligence of the men
might be obviated. That is, however, been tried in the north of England, and the men ingeniously
contrived to poke holes with great ails on both sides of the gauze in order to blow the flame through,
and light their pipes. The only real safety is in perfect ventilation, and where it can be done without
injuring the current round the faces, to provide a lateral vent for the gushes of gas from the old
workings as in Plan 1. It is also manifestly essential to the safety of every pit. that a competent
person descend and visit the working of each colliery every morning before any of the people are
allowed to descend and such a provision ought to be specially enforced by legislative enactment.
Explosion at Sir J.L.L. Kaye’s new colliery, Grange Lane, Thornhill.

The accident I am about to describe in Sir John Kaye’s colliery arose entirely from a want of this
precaution.
A few days before the accident at the Emroyd colliery, on a Monday morning, an explosion took
pace place at colliery of Sir John Kaye’s which burnt two men and eight children, one of whom
died in consequence. Plan 5 is a plan of the entire colliery which it will be perceived is only in its
commencement there being, as yet, no bank faces.
A is the working and upcast shaft and B the engine and downcast shaft. The air having ventilated
F and G comes along the main gate C and is turned up the gate I by the stopping at H. Having passed
along the gate I, down K and round the gates E, it arrives at the trap door D, where it is turned up the
gate L and made to visit the west side of the workings before it returns to the furnace M. This trap
door D was left open on the Saturday night and in consequence the air passed straight across for the
gate K to the upcast pit A, leaving the workings to the west wholly unventilated, and where gas
accordingly accumulated.
When the children got down, there being no properly appointed person to see to the safety of the
pit, the first thing they did was to shut the door, thus sending the air suddenly round the foul
workings and driving the body of gas before it down to the shaft A and where the candles of the
children fired it. One of the man was burnt in the shaft whilst descending.
There is nothing more dangerous than the sudden shutting of a trap door which has been left open
and this is the reason why it is essential that a proper person should visit collieries before the
workmen descend. At Sir John Kaye’s pit a person has been since appointed for this office. (See
evidence of the agent Mr. Pickard, relating to this accident, No.295).
Accident at Messrs. Traviss and Horsfalls, Barnsley.

A loss of two lives occurred still more recently at Barnsley, owing to a boy going up a straight
board gate which had been carried to its full extent without a slit being cut. This will best be
understood by referring to Plan 1 where such a board gates occurs (N). As soon as the adjoining
bank face is worked up high enough, a slit will be cut into this board gate, and by stopping the open
one at G, the air will then pass up it. At present it is not ventilated and gas of course accumulates.
Such board gates ought to be always stopped up with puncheons. and notwithstanding the warning
given to the children, the blame in this case attaches in my opinion, distinctly to the under steward
for not at once, putting up puncheons, and for trusting even for one hours to a mere verbal warning,
which every one acquainted with the heedlessness of collier children knows to be no precaution al
all.
The Soap House colliery at Sheffield is more liable to firedamp than any other district, and in the
evidence of the steward No.3, an accident is stated to have occurred from which a man and some
boys were still severely suffering, and the man is since dead. In various parts of the inflammable gas
is heard oozing out. In one place where there was a good deal of it, the underground steward, who
accompanied me, applied his Davy lamp to it, and the light in it immediately flared up. In such
places naked candles cannot be used without explosion being liable to take place but at a very short
distance from it they were burning wholly unguarded and the danger (as the accident which the
witness, Mr. Bowden relates proves), is by n means confined to the spot where the gas, or firedamp
escapes. In all other respects and as relates especially to the treatment of the children, there are few
superior pits to this.
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Accident at the Soap House Colliery, Sheffield.

Since my visit, a far more serious accident has occurred at this pit. They were cutting what are
called water lodges. These are excavations made out of and below the water level for reservoirs of
water. This pit has an immense deal of water, and where this is the case, it is best to cut large
chambers for the water to stow itself away in. Whenever an accident occurs to the pump, instead of
rising into and overflowing the workings, from the description given of the apparatus and principle
ventilation, it will be manifest that these lodges, cut to the dip, and below the level where no trap
doors exist to turn down the draft, must be insufficiently ventilated. It resulted, that when the man
whose duty it is to inspect the state of the air (See No.140 on this point), went down on Monday
morning, he found a large quantity of gas in these lodges and made the usual signal in the
approaching gates, of shovel stuck up, to warn the men that they must work with Davy lamps. This
signal all the colliers saw and obeyed. Whilst, however, they were working, they heard a corve
rapidly approaching with a naked candle fixed, as usual, with a bit of clay behind the corve and next
to the hurrier, where it gives no light forwards to see signals, or anything else.
The men, aware of the danger, shouted to the hurrier, but too late, for the explosion immediately
ensued and all six men were most severely burned, three men and three boys, and one is since dead.
The hurrier escaped, and no one of course can tell who he was.
In the evidence at the inquest, it came out that one man said, “he was not paid for working with
Davy’s lamp,” a remark which shows the reason why these lamps are frequently not used when they
ought to be, viz. that they give far less light than common candles (See No.3) and the people will
shirk their use whenever they can, as they are paid by piece work and lose by every delay.
Questioned benefit of Davy’s lamps.

This accident proves, as well as the anecdote related by Mr. Thornley (No.95), and especially that
at the Emroyd Pit, how perfectly inefficient is Davy’s lamp, unless every individual in a collier is
equally careful. As one of the children whom witness (No.140) think it essential to safety to
introduce at eight years old, may defeat the utility of all the Davy lamps in the world.
Impressed with a sense of the great peril of insufficient ventilation, and its frequent occurrence,
owing to a dependence of the Davy lamp as a substitute for it, Mr. Thornley (No.96), and Mr.
Goodison No.42), one of Lord Fitzwilliam’s stewards have given opinions in their evidence
unfavourable to the use of Davy lamps at all. To this somewhat startling conclusion it would en
hazardous to assent, so long as the present mode of working collieries prevails. I consulted the
Messrs. Cooper, of the firm of Field, Cooper and Faulds on this point, as well as other experienced
miners.
Davy lamps are in fact the means whereby, in many cases, perfect ventilation can be alone
attained as for instance, in the cutting of those slits and other air passages, which are opened for the
express purpose of creating and increasing ventilation and where before they are cut through there is
no means of avoiding that accumulation of gas which renders the Davy lamp indispensable to their
being cut at all, and thereby indispensable to ventilation itself.
At the same time, I have reason to know, although I am not authorised to publish the names of
parties, that Davy lamps have been used in more than one colliery in my district, where better
ventilation was quite practicable, and where they were made a cheap substitute for fresh air and
although these abuses of Davy lamps afford no real argument against their use, yet there is good
reason for or the salutary caution afforded by Mr. Thornley.
Blackdamp i.e. carbonic acid.

Blackdamp is far oftener fatal to health than life. Unlike wildfire, or firedamp, it gets warning of
no loss of life immediately arising the extinction of the candles, I am aware of no loss of life
immediately arising from blackdamp in my district, through in a colliery near Barnsley the work is
not unfrequently stopped by it altogether.
Falls of roof.

Accidents from the fall of the roof at bank faces and occasionally in the board gates are very
common. They usually arise from the carelessness on nor propping up the roof sufficiently often,
and in excavating two large a portion unsupported. Next, they arise for the badness of the roof which
usually consists of shale, but which is often shattered by gas, and comes down without much
warning. The cases in which men get killed are not infrequent, so much so, that little note or record
is kept of them at least in my district.
In a colliery at Stainborough, near Barnsley, we had to creep over a mass of rubbish and broken
posts, which had just fallen from the roof at a narrow bank face. It would have killed any one who
was under it at the time but the men said it often happened and that nobody had been hurt by them.
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No other precaution is or can be taken than that of propping up and men are appointed to do this
whenever it is found necessary, though of course it is often neglects. Very often in “holing” if the
block above is not sufficiently supported, the block will break off and crush the getter’s arms.
Breaking of ropes.

The number of accidents which happen through the breaking of ropes is very great in my district.
Of all others they are the most certainly fatal. The shafts vary from 40 to 95 fathoms in depth, in the
large pits and from 10 to 40 in the small ones.
Mode of working shafts.

The mode of working the shafts is in the larger pits as follows, the shafts are about 8 feet in
diameter, the drawing engine placed about 20 or 30 yards from the shaft, the ropes passing from the
drum of the engine over a large iron grooved pulleys, elevated above the shaft on a scaffolding,
called headgear.
Chairs.

To these ropes are attached, by short chains, two open iron frames with flat square bottoms and
triangular sides, called chairs. These rest on a level with the pit’s mouth, on a trap door, removable
by a spring bolt and into these chairs the corf is wheeled, and when the rope is tightened, it draws a
moveable bar up a few inches on each side, so as to confine the corf in its place. The chair contains
one or two corves at a time, according to the size of the shaft. These chairs are dispensed with in
many of the smaller collieries, and the corf of merely hooked on. In this way the safety of the
descent depends on the strength of the hooks on every individual corf. It is a plan which doubles the
liability of accident.
As the ropes are wound the reverse way one to another over the drums, one is wound up as the
other goes down, the corves passing each other in the middle of the shaft.
Conducting rods.

The shafts where are not divided, or bratticed, as in the northern pits, but conducting rods are
fastened from the top to the bottom of the shaft down which the chairs slide. Some are made of
wood, and are about four or five inches square. In this case the sides of the chairs usually have three
rollers placed at right angles to each other and forming three sides of a square, so as to embrace this
wooden conducting rod.
To this plan the experienced steward of Messrs. Day and Twibell’s colliery (the deepest in the
country) objects, became he thinks the rollers likely to wear and break and then to catch the rod. In
the shaft of his own colliery they use no rollers but simply three plates of iron similarly fixed and I
never felt the descent so smooth in any shaft, though this may be owing to the newness of the
excellence of the whole apparatus. I would beg to refer to the evidence of the steward (No.97)
respecting an improvement he suggests, for it is a point materially affecting the safety of ascent.
Another, and more common plan is, to have iron rods of about an inch diameter and rings on the
chairs to play up and down. As the rods have to be joined every here and there, there are necessarily
large lumps all the way down, and should the chairs get away there would be more liability of
catching, which must, if it happen, break either the rods or the rope and in either case be likely to kill
the hanger of underneath by a heavy fall of coal. On my arrival at one colliery I was prevented from
descending by the occurrence of this very accident just previously. The corve had caught the rod and
the ropes being, luckily, very strong, merely tore them up and bent them in all directions, no one was
hurt. I am satisfied that the wooden conductors are the stets, though they are lest liked.*
Ropes.

Ropes are generally used. Chains give no warning before they break and unsoundness in them is
not easily seen. Chins give no warning before they break and unsoundness in them is not easily seen.
A young man was killed alone, by a chain breaking which was in the habit of drawing two men, just
as he was at the top and on the point of stepping out. It is against all calculation of chances that a
chair should break when it is drawn up and has no longer its own weight to support, yet so it
happened. This occurred near Wakefield some years since.
*Since the above paragraphs were written,, I have had an opportunity of comparing the system pursued in Cumberland,
where flat ropes are used no stronger than the Yorkshire ones, and for pits double the depth, where they draw often
baskets of 10 to 12 cwt. and upwards. There are no conductors whatever, and the ropes scarcely ever break, This fact has
shaken my approval of the conducting rods, which may make it pleasant for girls and giddy people to descend but which
I firmly believe have often produced catches, and cause the ropes to break.
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The introduction of the flat ropes has been a great additional means of safety. They consist of four
or more single rope sewed together side by side. The less bulky a rope is the less lever power is there
applied to the top strands when bent over the pulley. (See evidence No.97, on this point.) Serious
accidents, however, occur from a dangerous practice of splicing these flat ropes with iron plates
riveted together, often as long as four inches. When these pass over the circular surface of the pulley
they are of course liable to break, and to tear or cut the rope where it leaves the iron.
I believe it was that four men were killed not very long since, They also had nearly reached the
top when the rope broke and the banksman stated that they went down with a stream of fire the
whole way from the friction of the rods, of course all were killed. It is an accident which gives no
chance of escape and is nearly always attended by instant death.
Flat ropes are advantageous, beacuse being coiled vertically the periphery decreases as the rope
descends and so proportionately does the speed as the corve nears the bottom.
There are many masters in my district who insist on a proper attention to the ropes used at their
works, but there are others who are equally indifferent and where ropes are used far too long.
At a sinking pit of Messrs. Chambers, of the Holmes Colliery, Rotherham, a rope which had been
sold them as a new one, five or six weeks before by Messrs. Peter Taylor and Co., Manchester,
broke and an empty corve, when descending, and two men, who were working below saved
themselves only by getting under a boarded shed, an escaped by a hair’s breadth. A piece of the rope
was given to me which is covered with tar, and the fibres and the hemp are rotten. Here no blame
rests with the coal master.
It is not always easy to discover the cause of ropes breaking or to guard against such accidents. A
few months ago one of the ropes at Mr. Micklethwaite’s colliery at Ardsley, near Barnsley, broke as
two men were ascending when they were a little above the middle of the shaft, both of course were
killed, from the particulars of the accident I beg to refer you to the evidence of witnesses Nos.118 to
123 and No.133, this accident seems almost unaccountable, the rope of which I saw a portion is an
extremely good one, and such is the opinion of several practical judges who have seen it. Its
diameter is considered sufficient, though not more than sufficient for its work and there was no catch
or jerk of any sort. As to the frost, it is absurd to suppose that it as was sufficient reason for a strong
rope to break with a less weight than it had been drawing previously on the same day. The only
defect perceptible was that the ropes have no support between the drum and the pulleys which might
occasion too much play and vibration of the ropes. The ropes since put on are lager and in nor
respect differently arranged which was my reason for not going down to visit it as I ought otherwise
to have done. On two other occasions I was also prevented from visiting pits by reason of believing
the ropes to be unsound. At the Barnsley colliery two men were killed by a rope breaking some time
since though they are in good repair now. Sometimes ropes break and accidents occur from the
excessive recklessness of the men themselves. One accident occurred owing to eleven coming up at
once and one was quite disappointed, that he got too late to the shaft to make up the dozen and as he
stood waiting, their corpses were scattered at his feet. One child only escaped with broken bones and
I believe it is almost the only case on record where life was saved after a fall down the shaft. No
more than two men and two children ought to be allowed to go at once with a flat rope not exceeding
four inches and a half broad, or a round one of five inches and a half circumference. Ropes ought to
be made of good Manila or Russia hemp.
At Messrs, Charlesworth’s pit at Silkstone, an old man persisted in getting into the ascending
corve, although the bell had not been rung to warn the engineman which works the engine slower
when anyone is on the corve. He got only half way in and fell only a few yards and was killed.
The banksman (who receives the corves when they arrive at the pit’s mouth) of a small gin pit,
worked by a horse, told me that one of the ropes being unsound. He gave directions hat all the
people should ascend by the other. In spite of this a lad, knowing the rope to be unsound, only one
came up by it rather than wait for the descent of the other, but actuarially came up on top of loaded
corve! He gave him a flogging when he got him u safely.
Size of the pulley wheels.

It is very material that the pulleys or sheaves over which the ropes run, be at least four feet in
diameter and larger on proportion to the size of the rope. (See evidence No.140.)
At Messrs. Day and Twibell’s colliery, near Barnsley, a man leisurely walked underneath the
descending corves which are double at that colliery and was killed.
Number and vary of accidents.

It would be impossible to describe one quarter of the accidents that have occurred in various
ways during the last three years in my district especially such as occur to children by falls in the pit,
by having corves run against them and in every other conceivable manner.
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I would again especially refer to the valuable evidence of Mr. Wilson of the Banks, No. 137. who
gives a statement as to the number of accidents in his own collieries, and which he has the means of
asserting through having established an accident club. This is however a peculiar instance of the
sort.
A most appalling accident happened at Silkstone above two years ago, when twenty six children
were drowned in what was really only a few buckets of water owing to panic. For particulars of this
occurrence I beg to refer to the detail given by witness No.101.
Gross negligence of the means of safety in collieries.

I cannot conclude this branch of the subject without expressing in the strongest manner my
conviction of the gross negligence go the means of safety prevailing in many collieries. So far from
precaution being proportioned to the amount of peril, although the danger of tenfold greater, there is
often less care taken to guard against it in collieries than in any description of factory I have ever
seen,. The men and children are left to themselves far more. The proprietor of a colliery very rarely
visit it at all. (See evidence of John Micklethwaite, No.121.) The whole management is left to an
under ground steward who in all large collieries where there are more than one pit appoints a deputy
who become the only regular superintendent of the works. There are the health and lives of scores of
workpeople under circumstances of peril more eminent than in any other trade placed in the hands of
a sub-ordinate who has usually but a fraction above the wages of a common collier and sometime
less intelligence and activity.
I have, I trust, given sufficient evidence derived from recent accidents, to prove that not only is
the negligence great and the result dangerously fatal, but that means of greater safety can be left
neither to the prudence of the workmen nor the voluntary precaution of proprietors which in five
cases out of six, neither visit nor understand the nature of their mines. If ever there was a case for
impassively requiring legislative interference, it is the neglected safety of collieries.

VII - HOLIDAYS.
Collieries are but thinly attend after pay day. This occurs sometimes once a week and sometimes
once a fortnight. The day after is often a half holiday, sometimes a whole one. At Christmas
occasionally the pits stand a day or two, but generally speaking there are no regular holidays.
The only time for only for recreation is when the leave off work and occasionally when they have
had their meals and get themselves washed they have time to play. This depends of the time they
leave their work and how far they are tired.
There are numbers far to much fatigued, but again there are many that are not, I never, however,
got many children to own what they did play of the week day evening. Sunday, I believe to be
generally the day for recreation, but in the case of some of the girls working in the pits, they have
occasionally to lie in bed on Sundays to rest themselves for Monday’s work. (See evidence Nos.
115, 333, 140.)
The evidence given by some witnesses that the children are cheerful when they get out of the pit
is somewhat akin to evidence that people are cheerful when they get out of prison. It is however a
very remarkable fact that excepting in cases of extreme labour cheerfulness is a characteristic of
collier children.

VIII - HIRING AND WAGES.
Hurriers are usually employed by the workmen they assist and these as we have seen, from a very
large proportion of the whole body of the children. The remainder are hired by the master, Children
in no case make these contracts themselves. They are made by their parents, for whom indeed in
many cases they work. In many cases the children do not know what they learn.
I have no reason to think that the manner in which the engagements are made tend anywise to
injure the children.
A trapper earns generally 6d. a day. The hurriers and others in the thick coal pits, at 11 years old will
ear about 5s. a week on the average (though I knew one boy of 10 who earns 7s. a week). Those of
14 will earn 8s. and those of 17, 12s. These wages are paid per week. The wages of the men vary
greatly with their industry and strength. For young able bodied men the average will be perhaps 20s.
a week, but many make 25s.
In the thin coal pits wages will be from 10 to 120 per cent less.
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The following is the statement of the wages paid, and how paid, to fifteen young persons in a
colliery near Barnsley and also in a colliery in Derbyshire, with their ages and the hours of their
work.

Near Barnsley - Eleven hours work
Child’s initials

ages

F.B.
G.H.
F.S..
J.T.
T.T.
G.E.
J.E.
B.S.
W.C.
T.S.
W.H.
G.L.
G.W.
J.S.

8
11
8
12
10
12
11
8
14
15
14
13
16
17

Wages
per
week
s. d.
3
0
5
6
5
0
6
0
5
0
6
0
5
0
5
0
6
0
11
0
10
6
8
0
12
0
11
0

Employed Employed
by
by
master
workmen
yes
no
no
no
no
no
no
no
no
no
no
yes
yes
no

no
yes
yes
yes
ye
yes
yes
yes
yes
yes
yes
no
no
yes

Derbyshire colliery - Eight hours work
Child’s initials

Age

B.H.
W.O.
W.O.
A.O.
C.D.
W.P.
T.P.
T.P.
G.H.
J.A.
G.H.
W.E.
J.S.
S.H.

10
13
13
9
10
12
14
14
9
9
9
10
7
15

Wages
per
week
s.
d.
4
6
10
6
10
6
1
6
4
6
6
0
10
6
10
6
4
6
3
6
4
6
6
0
3
0
7
6

In Derbyshire none are employed by the masters and all by the workmen.

IX- TREATMENT AND CARE.

Beating.

Considering the ignorance of the men and their entire control over the children, their treatment of
the children is highly to their credit. This instance of cruelty and severe beating very rare. Slight
beating constantly occurs, it is unquestionably the means where by the children are kept to their
work. It is also the mode where by bad language and misconduct is usually punished. See in
evidence (No.170) the statement of a under ground steward, “I have to flog many of them at times.
Mr. _____ would be very angry with us if we were not sharp with the boys on this account
(swearing). If they do not get it in the pit they catch it when they come up. The men don’t ill use us
except we don’t suit them, then they’ll pay us and punch us.” This is an exact representation of the
fact. (See No.6). Another boys says, “They don’t use me ill except I miss marking the corve and then
they give me a bit of pick shaft,” i.e. beat him a little with the handle of the pick. The chief beating
occurs among the children themselves, when they scramble to get the first turn, and secure a corve,
when only a few empty ones are ready at once. In this case the weakest goes to the wall and so it is
when two hurry together and the corve gets off the rail, or anything happens, the youngest gets a
cuff. (See Nos.8, 19, 78, 106, 136, 197, 246 266 &c.).
General good treatment.

The children themselves when examined alone constantly bore witness, voluntary, to general
good treatment and I an quite sure that generally speaking, their children are much beaten. But it is
absurd to assert that corporal punishments are op inflicted. Such orders may be given by the masters
but they are not attended to. A pleasing instance of kindly feeling is noted by the evidence sent by
the Rev. Mr. Blackburn, with respect to their practice of giving a share to any child who happens to
be dinnerless.
The care taken of the children when their work is over is that of slightly washing, of feeding and
sending them to bed. I am sure that, generally they are well cared for by their mothers when they get
home. There are not a kinder hearted set of women living. It is singular, however, that so far from
children being best treated by their fathers in the pits the exact reverse of the case. he is in fact the
only privileged punisher. See evidence of a very intelligent steward, No. 67.
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X - PHYSICAL CONDITION.
External appearance.

In external appearance the collier children are decidedly more robust and healthy in their
appearance than any manufacturing children, perhaps less so than farm children but on the whole
that are excepting where the work is badly ventilated and ill regulated collieries, certainly for from
unhealthy in appearance.
I would beg to remark that far otherwise, in my opinion is the case with the children who work
with the belt and chain, crawling on all fours in the thin pits. I would particularly beg to direct your
attention on this point to the evidence of Dr. Favell, No. 47. The Rev. Mr. Irving, No. 46 entertained
a different opinion, yet what four of the children, to whom he alluded, came to me to be examined,
they had every appearance of being injurously affected by their work and one or two were
continually coughing.
Stature.

In stature there is an appreciable difference in collier’s children manifest at all ages after they
have been three years constantly in the pits. There is little malformation, but as Mr. Ellis a surgeon
constantly attending them admits, they are somewhat stunted in growth and expanded in width.
There is in all cases a strong development of the muscle on each side of the spinal column. Where
the labour exists and especially when the lowness of the gates induces a bent posture, I have
observed an inward curvature of the spine and chicken breasted children are very common among
those who work in low thin coal mines.
In Appendix C is the measurement in height and in girth round the breast, immediately under the
arms, of fifty collier boys and fifty collier girls, together with their ages and occasional remarks. To
these have been added the measurements of a few children employed either in the fields or in
household occupation.
In Appendix D is the result of the Examination of Children and Young Persons employed in
Messrs. Cardwell and Haigh’s Colliery at Dewsbury Moor, in the parish of Dewsbury and County of
York, February 4th., 1841 made by Henry Hemingway, Esq., surgeon.
In Appendix E is the result of a similar Examination of Children and Young persons employed in
Messrs. Brooke and Greaves’s Colliery at Dewsbury, in the County of York, February 5th., 1841, by
Henry Hemingway, Esq., surgeon.
Here we have a very instructive proof of the direct effect on the health and development of
children, produced by the height of the gates and the nature of the atmosphere. Messrs. Brooke and
Greaves’s colliery is remarkably well ventilated. Its gates are everywhere above a yard, and
generally 44 inches high, while those is Messrs. Cardwells and Haigh’s colliery. where there is more
gas, the gates are stated to be only 28 inches high. In the former the children are much healthier.
Asthma.

The effect on health produced by carbonic acid gas is very great. It appears to prevent the
decarbonisation of the blood and to return it deficiently purified to the heart, hence complaints of the
heart and lungs. (See evidence of Mr. Hemingway, No.221.)
Causes of robustness.

I believe that the strength and robustness of the children is owing, first to their ample and
nourishing food, secondly, to their work, hurrying in the pits being a healthful gymnastic exercise,
where not carried to great excess. I believe their somewhat stunted growth t be owing chiefly to the
deprivation of day light, and also to overworking, where it occurs.
Adult experience.

The derioration is far more visible in the adult. This I attribute to the fact that though the health is
not immediately injured, that nevertheless the extremely early age at which children are entombed in
mines and deprived of light, and subjected to subterraneous effluvia, must lay the seeds of
subsequent decay. Add to this that the intensity of the work increases greatly as soon as the youth
begins to earn more as a getter than as a hurrier. “If,” said Robert Cutts (No.17), a collier at Intake,
near Wandsworth, “If any are hurt, it’s when they are from 15 to 20. Hard work begins at 15.”
Comparative appearance of colliers and weavers.

The collier of 50 is usually and aged man or is not aged looking, he looks overstrained and
stiffened by labour. Nevertheless the contrast is most striking between the broad stalwart frame of
Draft text

28

the swarthy collier, as he stalks home, all grime and the puny, palid, starveling little weaver with his
dirty white apron and feminine look. There cannot be a stronger proof that it is not muscular exertion
which hurts a man. Barnsley is a capital place for comparison between weavers and colliers. The
weaver sits pottering over his work for 15 hours and spends a third of his time in wishing it done.
The collier generally (for there are exceptions and occasional batches of smoking) strips and sets to
work as if he thought a coal pit was the very best place to loiter in and that the hardest works while
there was the shortest way out. (See evidence of the weavers Nos. 156, &c.)
The medical men almost unanimously agree that there is no disease peculiar to collier children.
Asthma seems to affect them more at an advanced age. On all these points you will, however, derive
the best information from the evidence of witnesses, Nos.47, 139, 166, 200, 221, 268, &c.
Effects on females.

There can be little question that riddling coals, filling corves, weighing 8 or 9 cwt. and thrusting
of them four or five miles each way, is labour which, neither in kind nor amount is suitable for
female strength. Just as little suitable to them is the work in thin pits where the corves are light, by
the gates low and frequently wet. Nevertheless I do not deny that there are numbers who work in
collieries without visible injury to their health. On the contrary I have been frequently astonished at
the healthy appearance of girls thus employed, and who have come to be examined in the evening
well dressed and comely and respectable in appearance and wholly unrecognisable as the same
beings whom I has seen in the pit the same morning, disguised in a dirty skull cap, bed gown and
trousers. It is strange that they should so well bear labour so sever, and inhaling moreover, the
impurities of subterraneous atmosphere for 10 or 12 hours daily. That they do not generally evince
the effect of such trial of their constitution, can be accounted for only by the facts that they leave this
work at a competitively early age, that they enjoy every circumstance that is most favourable to
health, fresh air, ample meals, early hours, (for they must get up at half past four, to get breakfast for
their families), and a total absence of fatiguing work. It is a common saying that “colliers’ wives
lead ladies’ lives.” There are, of course, however, painful exceptions to the healthful appearance of
the collier girls.
Meals.

As to meals the children as well as the adults have bread and milk, or porridge, to their breakfast
at fine o’clock. Huge lumps of bread and often bits of cheese or bacon, or fat, to their luncheon in
the pit, a hot meal when they come home at five or six o’clock and often porridge, or bread and milk
or tea for supper. See the statement (No.84.) as to the colliers taking nothing but the best quality of
articles at shops.
Clothing.

Their clothing is generally extremely good. The girls who work in the pits have frequently gold
earrings, in fact it is the chief means of distinguishing their sex.
Cleanliness.

I believe that the great majority of the children are partial washed at night, thigh of course, during
the day, they cannot well be dirtier. On all the above points I would direct your attention to the
evidence of witnesses, Nos.4, 68, 80, 196, 182, 144, 141, 171, 246.
In Appendix F are mortality tables for Barnsley with a mixed population of tradesman and
weavers and a sprinkling of colliers.
In Appendix G is a similar table for the township of Silkstone, a purely colliery population.
Thus when the population of Barnsley was not above 12,000, the number of deaths were 356,
being a rate of mortality no less than in every 33.72. Silkstone on the other hand which is perhaps
one of the most purely collier populations in the kingdom, had a population not exceeding 1200, and
there the rate of mortality was only one in 50. The superintendent registrar, moreover, states that this
has been the average rate for some years. There can be no clearer corroboration of the foregoing
remarks, as respects the superiority of the health of colliers over that of weavers.
The houses of colliers are generally very cleanly and comfortable, and a goodly show of culinary
apparatus and substantial furniture greets the eye in most of their cottages. In one point, which has
been particularly mentioned by the Rev. Mr. William (No.143) and Mr. Thorneley (No.96) in their
evidence, namely, the sleeping of several members of the family in one bed room. It is a very
frequent practice and is no less noxious as regards health than as regards decency.
In Appendix H is a table of the earnings, food, number in family and domestic comforts of six
collier families in the village of Flockton.
I believe the foregoing tables will show pretty correctly the general size of the cottages and their
state as regards cleanliness and furniture in one of the best mining villages, and of which the present
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population is 1095. There are many houses with four rooms in each, but the greater number have not
more than two or three. Sometimes the man and his wife sleep in the house (the name given to the
room in which they live). Much cleanliness is ensured by regular and thorough cleanings at the feast
(5th. August), Christmas and Easter, at which time the houses are white and colour washed and the
blankets and beds washed.
The diet is good, especially amongst the colliers. Much meat is consumed in the village and great
numbers of pigs killed, Oatmeal forms a great article of food, it being made into porridge for
breakfast and into a very thin kind of cake. This bread is going much out of use from the difficulty
of making it, and not finding it afford the same nourishment as wheatmeal. Most families have either
a garden or potato piece. The colliers have much time for working in them after they leave their
work. The Horticultural Society, established for the cottagers three years since, has excited much
more attention to the gardens. Nevertheless in this very village there is none house occupied by a
widow Jepson, in which the room down stairs is about four yards square, with one room up stairs the
same. There are in family herself, two daughters, one 14 and the other 16, a married son with his
wife and baby and oanther son always with them about 18, and one who is blind now staying in a
visit and all these sleep in the same room. There are three beds. The mother and two daughters
occupy one, the two unmarried sons the second and the married one and his wife and child the third.
The bed room is entirely in the roof, of which the sides slant down to the floor. The ceiling nearly
touches their heads. There is a bed in each of three corners, the married couple occupying the centre
one. There is no window, and a ladder is the only means of ascent.
The village, taken as a whole, is very healthy. Fevers rarely occur, and never spread excepting
scarlet fever among children. Vaccination has been invariably practised for forty year with the
greatest success there having rarely been an instance of smallpox in the village in that period. The
most prevalent diseases among the colliers are rheumatism and asthma with which they are
frequently attacked in advanced life. There are few of either sex who are not enrolled as members of
some friendly society for relief in sickness and old age and also clubs which are named funeral
benefits, from which £5 is aid at the death of any member.
Notwithstanding the above carries a very fair appearance, there is a reverse to this picture, as the
colliers are much addicted to drinking, swearing and gambling, and unhappily in regard to females
and immorality exists, both in the families of the colliers and agriculturalists. The population
increases at about one per cent per annum. The workmen seldom change their employers and
intermarry much, consequently they are kind and compassionate to each other in sickness and
distress. They have fortunately (hitherto) had very regular employment and therefore do not interest
themselves in politics.

XI. - MORAL CONDITION.
The vices of the children of colliers are decidedly less than those of the manufacturing class. This
is owing to the colliers being far more closely confined and tired when their work is done. Also to
their not working so continuously together but their ignorance is quite as great, if not greater. The
colliers, when assembled at the Court House, Barnsley, themselves passed the following resolution
without a vice of dissent:- “The ignorance of the children of colliers is very great and the reason is
that their wages are not sufficient to enable the colliers to give their children education and they
earnestly desire to have better means of education.” Whatever be the cause, the fact of the deplorable
and prevailing ignorance of this class is established on the clearest evidence.
Attendance at public worship.

Their attendance at places of public worship is also very defective. On both points it is my duty to
caution you against too much reliance on the returns made in the tabular forms. According to many
of them three fourths of the children are represented as regularly attending places of worship and as
able to read in an easy book. In three of these tables collectively, the entire number of young persons
and children employed amount to 225, out of whom the returns state that 217 regularly attend public
worship and 201 read in an easy book! This is preposterous.* The returns are made by an agent who
no doubt gives correctly the answers made by the children or their parents and which it is needless to
say, afford very little information as to the fact. The agents cannot be expected to hear any child, or
one tenth of the children read, not is this done. Numbers, I have found, say they
*It has been since admitted to me by the agent of these works that no reliance can be placed on the answers given by the
children and by these the return were filled up.

Draft text

30

can read, whom when tired, know no more tan their letters, or at least nothing beyond
monosyllables. Numbers again have answered, when I asked them if they went to places of worship
on Sunday, “Nay, I work in the dark six days and I can’t shut myself up on Sunday’s to.”
With regard to the fruits of education and with respect even to the common truths of Christianity
and facts of Scripture, I am confident that the majority are in a state of Heathen ignorance. The
evidence of the children exhibits a picture of moral and mental darkness which must excite horror
and grief in every Christian mind, I can most conscientiously say that it is anything but am
overdrawn one. Some are indeed better instructed but if those who work in collieries there is not
above one out of three or, at most, two out of five, who can answer the commonest questions relative
either to scriptural or secular knowledge. I unhesitatingly affirm that mining children, as a body, are
growing up in a state of absolute and appalling ignorance and I am sure that the evidence I herewith
transmit, alike from all classes, clergymen, magistrates, masters, men and children, will fully
substantiate an justify the strength of the expressions which I have felt to be adequate to characterise
the mental condition of this benighted community. That their moral condition is not equally bad I
attribute to the hard work they are subjected to, to their close confinement when at work, and to the
weariness when work is over, and which often renders rest the greatest luxury.
At the same time, as regards morals, there is a fearful amount of swearing and indecent language
prevalent in coal pits.
Girls in coal pits.

The practise of employing females in coal pits is flagrantly disgraceful to a Christian as well as to
a civilised country. On descending Messrs. Hopwood’s pit, at Barnsley, I found assembled round the
fire a group of men, boys and girls. some of whom were of the age of puberty, the girls as well as the
boys stark naked down to the waist, their hair bound up in a tight cap and trousers supported by their
hips. (At Silkstone and at Flockton they work in their shifts and trousers.) Their sex was
recognisable only by their breasts and some little difficulty arose in pointing out to me which were
girls and which were boys, and which caused a good deal of laughing and joking. Five of these girls
came well dressed in the evening, to be examined, and I wish particularly to refer you to their
evidence (Nos.85 and 89). An old resident in Barnsley was present during this examination, each girl
being separately examined and the same person was likewise present with witness No.11 and
No.117 were examined. I got him to question them himself and he stated that he was convinced of
the perfect sincerity of their evidence, but that had any one told him the day before that such cases
could have been adduced, is that such ignorance existed, he would not have credited it for a moment
and yet these children were not selected, but taken as they came and the last set were sent to me by
one of the colliers who I saw in a field, and left him to send to whom, he would from the colliery he
worked in.
In the Flockton and Thornhill pits the system is even more indecent, for though the girls are
clothed, at least three fourths of the men for whom they hurry work stark naked, or with a flannel
waistcoat only, and in this state they assist one another to fill corves 10 or 20 times a day. I have
seen this done myself not one or twice but frequently. Neither do the girls or the men attempt to
gainsay the fact, as you will perceive by the evidence of witnesses Nos. 192, 205, 206, 208, 202, 204
and especially the admission of witness 231.
Prostitution in pits.

When it is remembered that these girls hurry chiefly for men who are not their parents (See
evidence No.19), that they go from 15 to 20 times a day into a dark chamber (the bank face), which
is often 50 yards apart from any one, to a man working naked, or next to naked, it is not to be
supposed but that where opportunity thus prevails sexual vices are of common occurrence. (See
evidence on this pit of Nos.96, 109 and 138.) Add to this the free intercourse and the rendezvous at
the shaft or bullstake where the corves are brought and consider the language to which the young ear
is habituated, the absence of religious instruction, at the early age at which contamination begins and
you will have before you in the coal pits, where females are employed, the picture of a nursery for
juvenile vice which you will go far and wide above ground to equally.
The evidence of Mr. Berry, the clerk to the Board of Guardians, No.198 attests the number of
cases of bastardy which occur from these pits. It is, however, well known that bastardy is by no
means a proportionate index to the amount of unchastity and that the most profligate women are the
least likely to bear children.
It is but due however to the character of the colliers to state that a very general practice prevails
among them of marrying the girls they seduce.
The masters sincerely desire to get rid of this grievous system but they are powerless and the
excuse among the men who keep up the practice is, that they cannot afford to lose the wages of the
girls, and can find “nought else for them to do.” It is highly probable that girls, once initiated into the
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moral schooling of a coal pit, do find it difficult to obtain respectable employment afterwards. But,
as respects their inability to keep their daughters out of the pits, I would beg to refer you especially
to the evidence of the iron stone getter, No.163. The colliers of Silkstone, who make the greatest
practice of sending their girls into the pit can earn 24s. a week themselves, without counting the
earnings of their sons. Moreover, how do other collier communities subsist without sending their
daughters into similar pollution. Numbers never try to get anything else to do and own it. Bedsides
such an excuse would hold equally good as a plea for prostitution or theft, or any other vicious
practice.
Colliers lives out of sight.

It cannot be too constantly remembered that the mining population, owing to the early age at
which they begin work, owing to their spending the daylight out of sight, and owing to their need of
fresh air and light on Sundays, are a class, the great bulk of whom mostly live put of sight of the rest
of the community and almost wholly out of its ken, they are reached by none of the institutions.
Sabbath schools form the chief link, but of these the efficiency, except for the rudiments of reading,
and the mere beginnings of the machinery of instruction, is next to none. As means of informing the
mind, or improving the heart, they are wholly ineffective and a mere mockery, as far as religious
instruction is concerned, in five cases out of six.
Statistics of schools.

The following are a few statistics of school, which will serve as good indices to the quality and
quantity of instruction.
In Appendix 1 is a conspectus of the entire schools in Barnsley, day, dame, evening and Sunday
School. It is the result of a census I had made for the express purpose of this inquiry. The population
is composed, as I have already stated, of weavers chiefly, and some colliers.
Such is the entire amount of daily means of instruction for the poorer classes of Barnsley, with
the exception of two evening schools, scantily attended by youths on one or two evenings of the
week, and that only one in summer. The population of Barnsley being 12,000, the children will not
be less in number than 3,000 of whom 920 only are attending day schools at all.
The St. George’s day school, for girls is a very good one. The minister, Mr. Roberts, is
indefatigable in his exertions to make it so, and there the children are really taught to understand
what they learn, it has been open only three months. The statistics, however, amply prove the
amount of instruction acquired at each school.
Barnsley Sunday Schools.

The Sabbath schools belonging to the Church of England are those of the parish church and the
church of St. George’s. The children in the old church schools, at least as regarded the boys, were
deficient even in Scriptural knowledge. The master told me that they were not usually questioned on
what they read but that he merely taught them to read straight on. They repeated the Church
catechism fluently enough but they give not intelligent account of its meaning. The usual difficulties
were stated as to the indifference of parents and the uncertain attendance of the children. The girl’s
school was apparently much better taught, and I have no doubt their proficiency in proportionally
greater but they were so unusually timid and frightened, that no estimate could be made of their
knowledge. The read, however very correctly. Most of the girls were winders to weavers and
daughters of warehousemen. There were no collier children. The St. George’s Sunday School for
girls is one of the best I have ever known. I examined nine, of whom, the average ages amounted to
111/2 years, the eldest 14 and the youngest 81/2 years old. Two were day scholars and the rest were
weavers or nurses, it being very common in Barnsley for the better class of weavers and workpeople
to hire nurses for their young children. They all read fluently and answered nearly every question
they were asked with correctness and intelligence. I was assured they were an average of the reading
classes one being selected out of each class.
The dissenting schools are much on a par with the generality. In all, the irregularity of attendance
is a vast discouragement to teachers and impediment to the children.
A census was also taken in the Sunday School which will be found in Appendix K.
The statistics of several day schools in the chief villages are given in Appendix L.
In Appendix M is a similar table of Sunday Schools.
The following are notes made after visiting some of the country schools:Gleadless School.

This is a fair specimen of a country school, the building decidedly better than usual. One side is
set aside for the boys and the other for the girls with no partition. It is a Church of England school.
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The number on the books was 25 boys and 22 girls. The average attendance being about 40. The
duration of attendance, the master thought, would be about three years. The school hours are
nominally six and a half per diem but I was told that a very slight excuse suffices, on the part of nay
of the scholars, to get released before the stated time. The payment of 3d. per week for reading only,
6d. for writing and reading, 9d. for arithmetic, writing and reading. For learning the alphabet only
2d. per week is charged. These are the chief subjects of instruction with which the Bible, Testament
and Church Catechism are conjoined. The girls are taught sewing. There were 21 girls when I was
present, eight could read and the same number could write fairly. I examined six of the boys who
read tolerably a few verses in one of the Gospels, but were imperfect in their answers to questions of
the simplest description as to the meaning of what they had read and on points of Scripture history
and geography, They evinced, however, a good deal of shyness than the boys in the Sheffield
schools. Mr. William Newbould, kindly pays for the instruction of 10 of the children at this school.
Rawmarsh Endowed School.

This is the only day school (excepting dame schools) in the parish, though it contains nearly 2000
souls. It was endowed by Edward Goodwin in 1743.
The total number on the books is 58 boys and 12 girls, 45 of the boys are charity boys. The
average attendance out of the total of 70 children is 55 and the duration of their stay at school about
four years for the charity children, and five of the others, who pay 3d. as week for learning to read
only, 6d. for reading and writing, and 9d, for reading, writing and arithmetic. The school belongs to
the Church of England and the Bible and Testament were stated to be daily read. I believe Mrs.
Trimmer’s Abridgement is, however, more commonly in use. The Church Catechism is also taught. I
examined three boys. One had been a short time in the school, another two, and the third had been
three years there. They read tolerably well in the Testament, but were unable to answer very simple
questions. They none of them gave the reply to the question why Christ came? One only told me
why he died. The two who had been two or three years at the school repeated the Church catechism
very glibly and so fast that the least explanation what the words “inheritors of the Kingdom of
Heaven” meat, nor could they tell what the Commandments of God signified. To the question what
they understood by “the pomps and vanities,” one replied, “of this wicked world.” that being the
sequel suggested by his memory. A girl on another occasion said, “ribbons, pleas, Sir.” After much
questing another replied that vanities meant, “wise things.” They spelt nearly every work wrongly I
put to them and knew scarcely any arithmetic at all. They were selected for me by the master, as of
average proficiency. The copy books were next shown to me, and some of the children write very
nicely. The master stated that the children were taken away very rarely to be sent to work.
Handsworth Boys’ School.

This school is a gratifying exception to the great bulk of village schools. It is superior in all
respects and the evidences abound of superior tuition and of duration of attendance. There are 48
boys and 45 girls, about 40 boys attend regularly and about 30 girls. Of the boys there were 38
present when I was there, of whom 30 could read and 22 write fairly. The average duration of
attendance was stated to be no less than six years. The ages of the six children I examined averaged
about 10 years and their stay in the school three years and a half. They read well, had a fair
substantial knowledge of scripture facts and explained the cardinal doctrines of the church. Their
spelling was fair. In both writing an arithmetic they were proficient. The only objection which struck
me to this school is the rate of payment, viz., 4s. for reading alone per quarter, 7s. for writing in
addition, 9s, for grammar and geography and so forth. Gleadless school is also in this district. As
regards numbers, it is manifest that no sort of proportion exists between the population who are
almost exclusively of the poorer classes and the number of children being educated.
Wentworth Girls’ School.

This is a real school. They who cannot and do not comprehend the ground for so much censure of
the generality of education and who cannot see its defects, would do well to visit this school. I
examined six or seven of the girls in Scripture, arithmetic, spelling and geography and though they
were far from picked specimens they answered at least three fourths of a variety of questions with
promptness, intelligence and accuracy. In a word they are instructed, not merely dragged along in
the ruts of the old road. Their minds are informed as they proceed and their comprehension of what
they learn is deemed necessary, a rare occurrence of country schools. The infant school is also a
good one. The boys’ school is on the old system, where they learn mechanically to read and write.
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Highgreen Dame School.

This is the only school in the scattered and populous district of which Highgreen is the centre,
The proper school room, being cold an damp, was appropriated for various useful purposes, among
others as a house of fagots. The school was held in the interior apartment appropriated to the dame.
There were ten children sitting round the first nearly all of whom were mere infants and none above
eight years old. It is needless to say that to talk of education would be a mockery in such a place.
The dame was very vehement in her denunciation of a rural instructress who had been that very
week driven out of the field. This was an endowed school and there is no other at present for a
population of 2000 persons. The only additional instruction was afforded by an old cripple who is
wiseman of the country, named West, and who not only tells fortunes but who is widely famed for
supernatural craft touching missing bodies, stolen goods and stray pigs. This man, named by witness
No.61 with infeigned reverence, till recently was a schoolmaster of a select academy of his own. I
was informed, however, that so many well dressed and substantial people resort to him for
information, that he finds his business as wiseman too profitable to require the continuance of his
younger pupils. There is a general desire among the people to obtain better means of education for
their children and Mr. George Chambers is actively exerting himself to establish a real school. At
present the children have either distant Sunday Schools as their sole means of instruction or such
schooling as is occasionally but very rarely resorted to after their work is over.
Darton Endowed School.

The children here learn to read and wrote. On being questioned as to the meaning of what the read
they stare with astonishment. Even in Scripture they could scarcely give any account of the
commonest occurrences. I examined six of the ages of 10, 9, 81/2, 12, 13, 13. They all went to Sunday
School and had been on the average two years at the day school each. None could tell where Jesus
was crucified and three could not tell why he came to earth. None could tell where Scotland was and
a variety of similar questions were similarity unanswered. This school is well endowed.
Silkstone Schools.

The following table shows the amount and means of school instruction on Silkstone containing a
population of about 1300 persons almost entirely employed in coal pits.
Name of school
Silkstone Day and
Evening School
Church of England
Sunday School
Primitive Methodist
Sunday School
Wesleyan Sunday
School

Sex
boys
girls
boys
girls
boys
girls
boys
girls

No. of books
50
8
50
47
50
48
40
56

No. who attend
42
8
50
47
47
45
40
56

No. who read fairly
30
8
21
18
20
20
24
30

No. who write fairly
12
5
14
12
12
10
14
12

At the Day and Evening Schools they stay about 2 years an learn reading, writing and arithmetic.
At the Church of England School they stay about 5 years and learn reading, writing, Scriptures and
catechism. The girls only write in slates.
At the Primitive Methodist Sunday School they stay about 5 years and learn reading, writing, Bible and
Testament.
At the Wesleyan Sunday School they stay about 5 years and learn reading, writing, Bible and Testament.

It appears, therefore, that the day school instruction is wholly insufficient in amount and as nearly
every child in the day school attends one of the Sunday Schools. the amount of education may be
wholly collected for the Sunday School statistics. The Sunday Schools are attended by a great
proportion of the children and young persons who are between 11 and 17 years old, as marriages
have taken place very early, it may safely be assumed that one fourth of the population are
comprised in theses ages, amounting therefore, to 325, which tallies with the statements made to me,
viz. that nearly every child attended Sunday School and also with the actual number in the schools.
Out of this 325 not one half, not 44 per cent can read fairly, and not one quarter can write.
I visit each of these Sunday Schools and examined six or seven boys and girls in each.
In the Church Sunday School I found the boys read very well, they were also acquainted with the
chief and main doctrines of Scripture such as the birth, death and resurrection of our Saviour, the
atonement and the principles of Salvation. They were, however unable to give the meaning is very
simple words. Reading the miracle of the draught of fishes none knew what was the meaning of the
words “shore” or “abundance,” “prophecies” they could not explain. “Disciples”, said one of the
boys were, “people who is not go to Jerusalem.” In spelling they were not very perfect. The girls,
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some of whom worked in coal pits were more proficient and those who had been long enough at
school evinced the fruits of careful instruction. Three girls (all employed in the pits) of the ages of
16, 15 and 11, were next examined, not one of whom could read easy words without constant
spelling and two of who, knew their letters imperfectly. I found two of these girls perfectly ignorant.
They had no knowledge even of the existence of a Saviour and assured both the curate and myself
that they had not heard about Christ at all. That had been very little at school at all. The third had
some slight knowledge of the Christian truths.
At the Wesleyan Sunday School the children read well but were very deficient in a knowledge of
what they read about, It was admitted that they were not sufficiently questioned, or instructed, in the
meaning of the Gospel. They spelled tolerably well. I found here that, out of 36 boys, 6 only
attended evening schools during the week.
The boys at the Silkstone Primitive Methodist School were the best instructed I met with at
Silkstone, and it was evident that superior pains had been taken with the, The girls answered but
indifferently, but all read fairly and some of the latter spelled well. I did not examine any at the last
two schools who could not read, or most probably some would have been found who were equally
ignorant with the three above named in the Church School In the classes where the mere mechanism
of reading is imperfect no other instruction seems to be given.
In point of fact, the object of these last two schools is to give secular instruction, religious
instruction is secondary to it and the system is mainly mechanical. “They think they can be clerks
and bookeepers of they learn to write and keep accounts,” said a Silkstone collier.
General uselessness of county school instruction.

The statistics of education, though they exhibit the meagerness of its extent, convey no adequate
ides of its deficiency in quality. In nineteen out of twenty instances the mind of the child is as much
uniformed even after a couple of years tuition as before it went to school. The notion is inveterately
implanted in the mind of the great majority of the schoolmasters and schoolmistresses, that
comprehension is no necessary part of instruction and others seem to imagine it a matter of intuition
and are astonished that a child has not learned what it has never had the means of understanding.
“Have I not been preaching justification by faith, by the law of Moses, and setting forth the essence
of the Godhead, this very morning?” exclaimed a Calvinist preacher and schoolmaster is a paroxysm
of amassment of finding that a group of scholars could not explain who or what Christ was! The
chances against a child are very great, first, there are the chances that the teacher does not, or cannot,
put himself in the position of a child, to feel its ignorances and supply them, thirdly, there is the
chance that were apt instruction is given the child’s attention is not gained, and which the elliptical
system of questioning is so admirably adapted to secure. It therefore follows that in the vast majority
of cases child and teacher jog on in the established ruts, so ingeniously devised to avoid the exercise
of mind and everything in the shape of instruction, save the mere mechanism of memory. From the
tale of day schools, it appears that, according even to the return of the schoolmasters themselves, out
of 1891 children at a school in different villages, not near one half can read the Testament and little
above one third can wrote. The synoptical table, 50 colliers taken at random, give the following
results writing:- Total number of baoys,, 1640, number who can write their names 350. In seven puts
there were 172 girls, of whom 12 only can write. In fact education in the proper sense of two word
scarcely exists at all among collier children
I would beg especially to direct your attention to the plan proposed by the Rev. Mr. Collins, of
Osset, of compelling education before children are employed in mines or manufactories.
“Education,’ he observes, “will be never properly diffused until it be made obligatory, beacuse that
part of the people who want it most care nothing about it.” (See No.236.)
Indifference of employers towards their workpeople.

The worst of all the many adversities which beset the mental and moral progress of the working
classes is unquestionably the indifference towards them of the higher orders of society. I have had
many opportunities of witnessing its existence and its effects in the course of this inquiry. It is a
gigantic evil, prolific in ignorance, inhumanities and hatred between classes whose interests are
common, and on whose concord the peace and prosperity of society are based. It is a fearful think to
see how exempt the employers of labour often hold themselves from moral obligations of every
description towards those from whose industry their own fortunes spring. Even when they who
contribute to all to the education or moral improvement of their workmen do so in nineteen cases out
of twenty merely by money, and without persons pains or superintendence of their own. These
vicarious benevolences are seldom availing.
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System adopted by Messrs. Stansfield and Briggs towards their workpeople.

A single exception to this system exists at Flockton where Mrs. Stansfield and her family devote
a considerable proportion of their time at a variety of means for instructing the minds and raising the
tastes and amusements of the people they employ both in their farm and their collieries. I have been
favoured by Mrs. Stansfield with the following sketch of the system adopted:The subject of education of the labouring classes having occupied out attention for some time past and
being desirous of increasing our schools, we found the room which we had used for 38 years as a Sunday
School totally inadequate for our purpose. We therefore erected a school room 56 feet long and connected
it with the house. We have since covered the walls with pictures and maps and placed a piano in the room.
It is here that our Sunday School is held, which for some years has been conducted in the following plan:The school is opened at five minutes to nine o’clock in the morning, a large bell, which can be heard in the
village, have been previously rung at a quarter to nine, to announce to the children that it is time to set pout
to school. At five minutes past the children rise, and stand while the following address is read: - “Let us
now offer up unto God our sincere and humble Thanksgivings for his great goodness to us and al mankind!
O give thanks unto the Lord, ye his children! Give thanks at the remembrance of his goodness, Let us
meditate upon his mercies with delight, and let the words of our mouths, and the actions of our lives, show
forth his praise!”
They reply together: - “Bless the Lord, O my soul! and all that is within me, bless his Holy Name!” At
the extortion, “Let us pray,” they kneel down and repeat a prayer after their teacher and conclude with the
Lord’s Prayer. A hymn is sung immediately after, accompanied by the piano. At a quarter past they
commence repeating (simultaneously) hymns as well as catechisms and portions of the Old and New
Testament (the authorised version of which only is used.) During the repetition explanation is given by the
teacher. This lasts for about twenty minutes. The children, to the number of 64, are divided into none
classes which have heard from this time till ten minutes past ten, when they prepare for chapel. Six of these
classes are taught by monitoresses taken from among the eldest girls in the school, who teach them
reading, hear them a column of spelling which has been prepared during the past week and question them
from class books belonging to the national schools. Ten minutes past ten one girl goes round to each class
with a can of water, to prevent the children being uncomfortable at chapel with thirst or stopping on their
way at the cottages to drink. At the same time, Psalms, lessons and collect for the day are given out and the
monitoress either finds the places for her pupils, or sees that they have found them. This occupies ten
minutes, when they are arranged two and two and set out for chapel, in which the Church of England
service is performed and which is about half a mile off. They are required to attend this place of worship,
unless the parents of any should wish them to accompany them, to any other.
In the afternoon the bell is rung at half past one, and the lessons are commenced at a quarter to two. The
school of formed into three large classes. The first consists of the monitoress and children belonging to the
1st, class of the morning school. They repeat Barbauld’s hymns, the Christian’s Creed with texts, portions
of the New Testament and texts on their social and religious duties. These have been previously learnt at
home. They read a chapter from the Bible and are questioned. We make it a great point that they shall ask
questions and the meaning of any work they do not understand. After a little trouble this has quite
succeeded, and now often before the reader can quite finish her verse, several little voices will be asking
for an explanation. Every fourth Sunday this class is heard in an evening as it allows more time for
repetition, reading and conversation on religious subjects. (A junior class comes up to read, &c. on the
intervening Sundays.) The afternoon of this Sunday is spent As the morning viz. repeating simultaneously
the first quarter of an hour, and then being divided into nine classes. The 2nd. and 3rd. classes in the
afternoon are employed in reading and repeating hymns. At twenty minutes to three the water is again
carried round, the lesson given out, and in ten minutes they depart from chapel. Tickets bearing a value of
1d. or 2d. a dozen are given for attendance at school and chapel. Of these tickets, four can be obtained on
each Sunday. With the money they purchase books. From this recourse all the girls, with the exception of
the younger ones, are supplied with Bibles, Testaments, Common Prayers and hymn books. We find it a
great convenience to have a straw mat paced before each bench as it prevents much noise and dirt and to
ensure the children remaining still and straight, the stand with their hands behind their backs.
The first Sunday in August an examination takes place, to which all the parents are invited. The
children assemble in the garden, where seats are prepared. After singing a hymn, and partaking of cake and
milk, they are taken into the school room and there examined in the lessons of the preceding year. This
Sunday is for the children one of the happiest of the year and is anticipated by all parties with great
pleasure.
On Monday afternoon, at half past three, the school room is again opened, when those of our Sunday
scholars whom we think competent to learn something more than reading and spelling assemble. The
number at present is 30 and there is also 25 boys, who, with the girls, are taught reading, writing,
arithmetic, geography, grammar, dictation, lesson on objects. drawing and composition. The girls are also
taught sewing and marking. In the autumn they were employed in sewing or the Unitarian City Mission in
St. Giles. This they most gladly and willingly did. There is a coverlid now in progress, the quilting of
which is looked forward to with great pleasure.
There is ante room attached to the school room where the children leave their hats or bonnets as well as
change their shoes for slippers. In this room there is a village library, from which the children are allowed
to take a book on the Monday evening and change it when required.
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The boys and girls each pay a farthing a week towards the lighting of the room. The girls are obliged to
save a halfpenny, or if they please a larger sum, the boys 1d. and above 18 years of age 3d. This we intend
returning to them when they leave school for place pr to be married.
We have also a Provident Fund for the parents. They save from a halfpenny to 1s. a week and when
their savings amount to a sum large enough to receive interest, it is placed in the saving’s bank but it is
more frequently drawn out for pressing occasions such as the paying the bills of shoemakers and their
medical men.
Each Wednesday evening eight of the eldset girls in the school. joined 20 young men and lads, form a
singing class and meet in the school room. Some have attained great proficiency ands have been taught
sacred music, also a number of choruses, catches and glees and are at present preparing the choruses of
Shor’s “Last Judgement.” and Haydn’s “First Mass,” with the intention of assisting at a performance of
sacred music which is to take place in the room.
For the last three months this room has been prepared every Thursday evening and supplied with
periodicals, chess boards and dominoes in the hopes of establishing a school of mutual instruction for men
they paying a small weekly subscription. This plan has met with some encouragement and we trust that in
time more may be induced to spend a profitable evening here, rather than wasting money, health and time
at the public houses.
A few years ago a piece of waste ground, very rough and unsightly, was converted into gardens and
neatly divided by thorn hedges, and given to the cottagers, most of them had previously possessed potato
grounds. Wishing to stimulate their love for gardening and render their labour more productive it was
thought desirable to establish a Cottager’s Horticultural Society. This was done nearly three years since,
cottages only being allowed to complete for prizes. The subscription which entitles which entitles them to
show at the three meetings during the year is 6d. per annum which, with the honorary subscriptions, afford
prizes sufficient for their encouragement. It is a very pleasing sight to see the tables in the large school
room completely filled with excellent vegetables and common fruits and flowers. There are two prizes
which always give great satisfaction. They are for the best bouquet of wild flowers and plate of wild fruits,
competed for by the children of the members.
At the feast in August, attempts have been made to keep the young men and boys from the public
houses by assembling them in a field at Manor House and having games of bell-race, jumping in sacks.
throwing weights, running, and leaping over poles, for which small prizes are given to the most skilful. At
the last feast we were very successful in drawing an audience to a small concert of vocal and instrumental
music. Amongst others above 20 of the men who were gambling at the public house were induced to come
up, though only in their shirt sleeves. The audience was very quiet and attentive and expressed great
delight with the entertainment.

Manor House playground.

Since the above sketch was written, Mr. Milnes Stansfield has opened a Sunday School for the 25
boys who form his Monday evening’s class.
The chief addition of the Flockton system is, however, the opening is a large and beautifully
situated gymnasium or play ground, which (with the concurrence of his mother’s partner, Mr.
Briggs) Mr. Milnes Stansfield has fitted up with every apparatus for out door games and gymnastic
exercises. Another adjoining field is appropriated to cricket and a dry gravel walk if carried along
two sides for the convenience of the elderly visitors. It is opened every Tuesday and Saturday
evening to all such as have obtained tickets of admission and which are never withheld from any of
the workpeople who are respectably conducted or from children who have signed the temperance
pledge. It is not confined to the workpeople of the firm.
Nothing can exceed the success with which this experiment has been hitherto attended. The
weather was very unfavourable on several of the opening evenings, but nevertheless the attendance
was excellent and the zeal and delight with which the different games and exercises were pursued
generally in spite of a drizzling rain, were most delightful.
The attendance is chiefly composed of the collier population, for the days chosen for opening the
ground are those of which, owing to the slackness of trade, the pits are not worked full time. Many
of the farm labourers attended likewise. As there are games and exercises adapted to both sexes and
to each age, young men, lads, girls and children mingled together, and nothing is more hopeful than
the perfect good temper of decorum which pervades the whole part and many instances are
*A number of the laws have been drawn up for the preservation of order and discipline in the lay ground, and which are
properly observed and an individuals of great strength appointed to act as constable. His office of course is to enforce the
laws, to turn any strangers out who enter without tickets or any of the members who misconduct themselves and to close
up the ground at night.
In August 1841, a multitude of colliers and their families attend another of the concerts above named and evinces good
taste and decorous conduct in the most gratifying degree. Subsequently at the village feast no less than 611 persons
attended the play ground and remained there the whole evening enjoying the games and competing for prizes instead of
being, as formerly, at the public houses.
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exhibited of absence of selfishness which strongly corroborate the impression I have formed of the
good heartedness (in spite of the ignorance) of the collier population. The orderly and inoffensive
deportment of the great body of those who attend this ground amounts almost to good breeding, nor
is the kindly and grateful feeling which exists on the part of the workpeople of Messrs. Stansfield
and Briggs towards their employers by any means confined to the play ground. It exists most
warmly throughout the village.
What is the cause of this very unusual attachment? Is it simply because schools have been
established, singing classes taught, horticultural prizes given or play grounds opened? By no manner
of means. It is because the family themselves are the teachers and in great measure the companions
of their workpeople. We cannot gain the hearts or confidence of the poor by paid agency. Without
their hearts we shall assail their vices and ignorances with small effect and envyings, distrust,
disaffection and the hole host of passions, will continue to corrode the life springs of society and
obstruct every tendency to physical, moral and religious progress.
The Flockton system has give the flattest practical contradiction to the asserted inaccessibility of
the poor to kindly and civilising influences and equally to the doctrine that refinements and labour
are incompatible. I question whether a stronger proof of the compatibility ever occurred than was
afforded by Sarah Wood, a collier girl, who, having spent the whole day in her degrading and
toilsome labour in a coal pit, formed one of the best chorus singers at a concert given the same
evening by Mr. Milnes Stansfield, where I saw her, together with seven other working girls,
performing some of the most difficult passages of Spohr’s Last Judgement and Haydn’s Masses,
with no less zeal than skill. These eight girls were selected for no musical or mental qualification but
simply because they were the eight eldest girls in the school. They have been practised only a few
months once or twice a week and they sang that most chromatic oratorio admirably with some of the
first chorus singers in Yorkshire.
Temperance Society.

Mr. M. Stansfield has also established a Temperance Society, to check the evil of which he
complains in his evidence (No.256) and it numbers nearly 200 members, who are pledged to absent
themselves wholly from public houses, except when travelling, and to abstain entirely from spirits.
There have been five or six cases of violation, followed by immediate dismissal from employment,
for of course, as the act of signing is wholly voluntary, a breach of the pledge is visited as a grave
crime. The Horticultural Society is also a most efficient antidote to a habit of drinking, and a taste
for gardening is particularly observable among the colliers.
Mr. Briggs is also most zealous in his efforts to promote the same objects. He devotes his whole
Sunday to religious instruction, and has an evening reading society for young men in the winter. He
is also actively engaged in establishing a school in connection with the British and Foreign School
Society to be aided by a public grant in his own neighbourhood at Overton.
It remains for me only to direct to your attention to the evidence of the following witnesses as
regards the morals and the education of the children who are the objects of the inquiry in this
district. You will find valuable evidence an all the points connected with this branch of the subject in
that of the magistrates Nos.96 and 79, two of whom are clergymen, also from the masters and their
under ground stewards, Nos.1, 2, 310, 15, 64, 70, 80, 123, 101, 109, 118, 137, 162, 172, also from
the clergymen, Nos.12, 143, 160, 168, 169, 170, 236. It must, however, be borne in mind that the
objects of this inquiry are greatly shut out and kept away from the observation of the clergy. For the
men, and from the children’s evidence, you will derive additional information, especially from
Nos.4, 20, 27, 28, 50, 32, 75, 105, 116, and as more especially referring to the effects, moral and
educational of working girls in coal pits to Nos.5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 95, 100, 103, 108, 109, 113, 116, 119,
138, 171, 214. But, above all, I would especially recommend to your notice the resolution of above
350 colliers themselves after a long discussion of the whole subject passed in the following words by
the whole body, except five whose hands were held up for a counter resolution:- “That the
employment of girls in pits is highly injurious to their morals, that it is not proper work for females
and that it is a scandalous practice.”
Disposition of parents.

When it is considered that many of the men who voted for the resolution, are themselves reaping
money from the practice they condemned, it is evidence for their sincerity and good feeling, highly
creditable to themselves, that when called on for their deliberate opinion they would not call that
right which they felt to be wrong. Of all my experience with the working classes. I never enjoyed a
more pleasing one than was afforded by the assemblage of colliers where this resolution was passed.
The earnestness honesty and good order with which each question put was discussed by them, the
prompt condemnation of whatever was not according to their belief of the truth, gave ample
evidence that, whatever may be their ignorance and its contingent vices, there is a solid material of
Draft text

38

honest heartedness among colliers which commends their hard condition and that of their children,
most forcibly to the kindly and active attention of the Legislature.
I am well justified in adding my belief, that any judicious and impartially administered enactment
whether for removing the heathen darkness of minds, for shortening the hours of limiting the age of
child labour in mines, or whether for abolishing the scandalous practice of female employment
therein, will meet with ultimate co-operation from a great majority of workmen themselves.

XII - COMPARATIVE CONDITION.
I have, through the foregoing remarks, and often in the course of the evidence, obtained and given
comparative statements.
Since this Report was in type I have received the following:“Report of the Committee appointed at a Meeting of the Yorkshire Coal Owner held in Wakefield on
the 21st. May, 1841, to take into consideration of Commission of Inquiry into the Employment of
Children and Young Persons in Mines and Manufactories and to report on the steps which it is
expedient to take in reference thereto:“Your Committee cannot enter upon the duty assigned to them without expressing their conviction of the
great importance of the visitation, not only to the owners of mines, but to the manufacturing trade interests
generally, and the necessity of watching its progress through the legislature with a vigilant eye.
Your Committee do not se anything to object to in the inquiry itself. They fully recognise the right and
duty of Parliament to inquire into the condition of the working classes and wherever abuses of sufficient
magnitude to warrant interference are found to affect them to provide such remedied as are not inconsistent
with the rights of employers and workmen and do not impose vexations and injurious restrictions on the
operations of their trade.
They rejoice, therefore, to learn that every facility has been afforded to the inquiry by the coal owners
of this district and they think they have exercised as wise forbearance in abstaining from holding any
meeting of their body until the labourers of the Commissioners are drawing to a close, lest they should
appear thereby to prejudice the inquiry.
But, while they admit the propriety of the inquiry, your Committee cannot contemplate without alarm
the legislation that may arise out of it, for they conceive they are fully justified, by the opinions expressed
by those with whom the Commission originated in assuming that an attempt will be made to apply the
principle and provisions of the Factory Act to other branches of trade. Feeling that the Act is a violation of
every maxim of civil and commercial freedom, but at the same time believing that its obnoxious character
is little understood, your Committee bespeak attention to the following extracts from the enactment:“3 and 4 Will. IV., sect, 17 - ‘Inspectors, when prosecuting any inquiry, may summons and require any
persons upon the spot, or elsewhere, to give evidence.”
Sect 18. - ‘Inspectors will make all such rules, regulations and orders as may be necessary for the due
execution of this Act; any order a registrar (sic) of the children and of their sex and hours of attendance and
of their absence on account of sickness, to be kept; may order the occupier of any mill to register any
information with relation to the performance of any labour, if they deem it necessary to facilitate the due
enforcement of any of the provisions of the Act; and may order him to transmit, in such manner as may be
directed in such order (!) any information with relation to the persons employed or the labour performed;
that such inspectors may deem requisite,’ &c.
The clauses also, that require the production and registration of surgical and school certificates, the
keeping of books and registers and weekly examination of school certificates and the furnishing copies and
extracts of them would not only be attended with very great expense but productive of serious interruption
and delay in carrying on of mines and of constant annoyance to both employers and workmen.
Your Committee wish, however, to direct special attention to the cause (sect.18) which imposes on mill
owners the keeping of registers and documents which they may hereafter be called on to produce, for the
purpose of criminating themselves; and above all to the vexatious system of espionage which is
fundamentally interwoven with every provision of the Act; and they do not hesitate to say that practices
such as these, sanctioned by law, are infinitely greater evils than any abuses which existed in factories; and
that a system of legislation which requires such aids must in itself be essentially vicious.
Such are their objections, on principle, to the Act, as applied to factories: they proceed to show its total
inapplicability to mines. To restrict the hours of working is wholly impossible. not only from the great
length of time occupied by the miners in descending into and ascending from the mines, and the different
periods at which consequently the commence their labours, but also from the loss that would in many cases
ensue from leaving the work in an unfinished state. The limitation of age, while it would not be productive
of increased expense in all cases, would oblige the owners of thin seams to abandon their mines, which
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they have opened at great expense, which they could not be called upon to do without receiving
compensation for r the loss incurred and capital invested. The system, of espionage and the powers of the
inspector would in the case of mines be still more intolerable, from the varied and constantly changing
nature of the operations of mining, other technical difficulties which attend it and the danger of entrusting
any controlling power in the management of them mines or their machinery to persons who would be
entirely ignorant of the principles and practice of the art.
To attempt to extend a compulsory system of education to children employed in mines would be
fruitless, on account of the nature of the employment, the distance at which they reside from the pit, and
the constantly changing position of the pits themselves, while the small number of miners in any one place
would render it impossible to devote a school exclusively to them. Were this latter expedient possible, your
Committee would object to it from, its tendency to foster class prejudices and unsocial feelings; and they
protest against the right of Parliament to impose the duty of education upon one section only of the
employers of labourers. Your Committee deny that there is anything in the nature of the employment in
coal and iron mines that affects the health, since in this respect miners may be favourably contrasted with
the general population; and they believe that whatever is objectionable in the condition of either may be
assigned to the improvement habits and low state of morals that invariably attend of ignorance; and that the
only safe and sure remedy is to be found not in the condition of ether may be assigned to the improvident
habits and low state of morals that invariably attend on ignorance; and that the only safe and sure remedy is
to be fund not in partial legislation, that consists of officers invested with uncontrolled power, but in such a
general system of sound intellectual instruction, and above all of moral training, as shall qualify and
dispose them to discharge the duties of their particular stations.
To this great and indispensable work, without which all other measures would be vain, they would
earnestly claim the attention of Parliament, and the doubt not that the coal owners would lend their utmost
efforts to secure the efficient working of so desirable an object. In the men time they would recommend the
adoption by the whole body of coal owners of such measures as are within their power; and amongst the
first, they would point to the exclusion of females from being employed underground, and children under
eight years of age. These, which are the greatest abuses, they believe it is in the power of the coal owners,
if they are unanimous to put an end to.
(Signed) THOMAS WILSON, Chairman.
May 21st., 1841.

Since this document must be regarded as a formal protest against certain remedial provisions
which it is assumed will be applied to admitted evils, I trust I shall not overstep the limits of my duty
in offering such remarks on it as my local investigations and knowledge enabled me to afford.
In the first place. I would beg to observe that the meetings of which this Committee and its
Report were the result., never, I believe, at any time numbered one fifth of “the Yorkshire coal
owners.” Through gentlemen of the highest respectability and possessing individually an interest in
coal mines, attended them, the designation is improperly applied and in no sense of the words does
the Report emanate from “the Yorkshire coal owners.” but from 15 to 10 of their number.
In the second place, it will not fail to strike you that,, in assuming the probability of an extension
to coal pits of the strongest clauses cited from the Factory Act, the “Committee” cannot but have
been wholly unaware of the fact that these very clauses, so far from forming probable models for
future legislation were in the process of abolition by a bill passing through Parliament at the very
time this “Report” was written.
In the third place, the statement that a limitation of the time pits are worked “is wholly
impossible,” is certainly not established by the reasons assigned in the Report. As regards the
different length of time required for different numbers to ascend and descend the shaft, nothing
could be easier than to make the one proportioned to the other, but a simpler mode of obviating the
objection would be that of limiting the time coals were drawn, and which is necessarily proportioned
to the work done. There is no necessity whatever that hours of labour should be unlimited in order
that work should not be “left in an unfinished state.” The chief thing required to be done before the
miners leave their work to be finished, it is obviously practicable to begin the finishing part earlier
instead of later. It cannot, moreover, be too often remarked that protracted labour in coal pits is the
necessary and direct effect of unlimited hours. The liberty to work long hours to make up “the stint”
or aggregate amount of the week’s work, encourages days of idleness and often of drunkenness to
the beginning of the week, and which could not occur were it be not for the pernicious liberty of
overworking at the end. The evidence fully corroborates the view I have ventured to form, that of all
other improvements that of limiting, and thus equalising, the days labour in coal pits is among the
most essential for the welfare a like of adults and children.
That the limitation of age would not “be productive of increased expense in all cases.” or “oblige
the owners of thin seams to abandon their mines,” may, I think, be fairly assumed from the fact that
a large number of coal owners than those composing the meeting which elected the reporting
committee, have already testified their approval of a limitation of age in their evidence, and in the
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answers to “Queries addressed to Employers.” Nor is it a little singular that these assertions should
have crept into the Report which concludes with recommending the adoption by coal owners of the
very measure which it previously condemns as expensive and ruinous. That thin coal pits do not
necessarily require children younger than eight or even nine? none years old is incontestably proves
by the average age of those now employed in the three collieries quoted previously being no less
than 13 years of age!!
The assumptions in the fourth place, that inspectors of mines would be appointed who were
“entirely ignorant of the principle and practice of the art,” that they would exercise, “a controlling
power over the management of the mines and their machinery,” and that their “espionage” would be
“inalterable,” and imputations, it is almost needless to observe, founded alone on deficient
information and a mistaken spirit.*
In the fifth place, as respects the highly important question of education, if the obstacles are really
so insurmountable, as the “Report” represents, to the attendance of collier children at school, it has
yet to be explained how that “sound intellectual instruction and moral training” which is so laudably
desires. is to be accomplished. If collier communities are so widely scattered, and so constantly
migratory, that there can be no schools for their use and is, for fear of class prejudices, a class
avowedly “improvident,” “immoral.” and “ignorant,” is not to be selected or compulsory instruction,
the recommendation of a “general state, of sound intellectual instruction, and above all, of moral
training,” so far from being “the only safe and sure remedy” for the ignorance of colliers, is one
which the Committee had, in the same breath, proved to be especially inapplicable to the very class
of who he benefit the remedy is recommended. But is it the fact that colliers are “constantly
changing their abodes?” Certainly not. There are, throughout the West Riding, villages without
number which had, far beyond the memory of the oldest inhabitant, been peopled by colliers.
Neither do they live more apart than agricultural labourers, but generally much more in communities
together. A far more tenable reason which schools cannot be used by colliers. is that the Committee
designates as “the nature of their employment.” If in this they include the irregularity of work and
the protracted hours incidental to the present undisciplined management of coal pits. If the mean the
toleration by coal owners of infants of five, six, and seven years old in their collieries. If they mean
the deficient care taken to reserve health by ventilation and draining, and t prevent the variety of
abuses resulting from the demoralising system of female labour. If they include these existing
elements on that which constitutes the ”nature of the employment, it is most true that as long as such
a system lasts it must render any attempt at the education of these poor children “fruitless” indeed.
God grant that its doom is sealed!
Finally, that Government inspection by competent officers is necessary to the carrying out of any
provisions where their violation would be buried and utterly screened from observation, and where
not even the eye of the master reaches, is so palpable that it is not necessary to dwell on it. That
abuses requiring remedy do exist we have the evidence of the Committee themselves, who,
notwithstanding the force of habit and the contented continuance of these abuses for a century, now
recommend adoption, by the whole body of the coal owners, of two out of three of the very
measurers which it is supposed the legislature may adopt. That the execution of these remedial
measures should be left to the new born energy of those who have passively maintained the existing
evils till legislative interference stared them in the face, is an exception not founded in reason, not
consistent with the requirements of justice towards the helpless objects of this inquiry and I may
perhaps be permitted to add that however well disposed, individual coal masters may be to promote
reforms, Mr. Wilson, the chairman of the reporting Committee, has himself, in his own evidence,
No. 137. “The employment,” he says, “of females of any age in and about the mines is most
objectionable and I should rejoice to see it put to an end to, but in the present state of feeling of the
colliers, no individual would succeed in stopping it in a neighbourhood where it prevailed, because
the men would immediately of to those pits where their daughters would be employed.” Still more
satisfactory does Mr. Wilson, confute the Report, and prove the inutlity of its recommendation in the
following passage of his evidence, “I have,” he adds, “always found in uneducated men a great
indisposition to work any new system which they do not approve or understand. They invariably
evade their duty and are exceedingly ingenious in doing so, or they will enforce a rule where it
happens to produce a strong case of hardship, and thus throw odium on the regulation in order to get
rip on? it. This is a point well worthy of consideration, because it might be thought that an employer
had only to insist and his orders would be obeyed, or that, if not obeyed, he ought to
*It has been suggested to me that inspectors ought to be gentlemen wholly unconnected with property in mines, but who
shall undergo the ordeal of a strict examination (before the most experienced miners appointed for the purpose) in all
points connected with the economy of colliers. Their power ought, it is thought to be confined, as regards the
management of pits, to warning, which should be followed when neglected and an accident had ensued, by penalty, but
not otherwise.
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dismiss his agent. But an agent who understands the practical part of his business and attends to it, is
too valuable to be lightly parted with, and especially when there would be no hope of better success
with his successor.
These conclusive reasons why the execution or remedial provisions can be left neither to the
master nor the servants, emanating from the chairman who sign the Report, are in themselves so
conclusive as answer to the protest which it is the purpose of that Report to make, that I have only to
apologise for having dwelt so long on its contents.
The relay system is generally I find objected to, but it is nevertheless far from impracticable. See
the evidence of No.275 o this point. The chief objection is the fact that it would be necessary to draw
out all the children in the middle of the day, and let others down. This inconvenience would be
easily obviated by employing fewer children of a tender age, to whom the relay system would, I
apprehend, alone apply. I would beg to direct attention to the relay system would, I apprehend, alone
apply. I would beg to direct attention especially to the evidence of Messrs. Bedford (No.246), and
Walker (No.248), on the subject of government regulation of collieries.
I have the honour to be,
Gentlemen,
Your most obedient Servant,
(Signed) JELINGER C. SYMONS.
_____________________
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APPENDIX
TO
MR. SYMONS’S REPORT ON THE YORKSHIRE COAL FIELD.
_____________________

APPENDIX A
_____________________
The following queries were addressed to some practical coal masters:A. Supposing that the workings of a colliery extend for a considerable length is it in you opinion
preferable to carry the air in one stream throughout the whole of the workings or to divided the
workings into two portions, a separate current of air traversing each portion, but terminating at the
upcast pit?
B. Supposing, again, that from the bottom of the downcast shaft to separate air gates immediately diverge
without any stopping or door to regulate it apportion the air, and suppose that the air in one gate has to
travel twice as far as the other and that both shall join at the same cupola, and suppose, moreover, that
the area in the downcast shaft be ever so much larger than the area of bout air gates and the copula and
upcast shaft be ever so large and perfect also.
1st. Will the air pass in sufficient force and volume down the longer roads to ventilate the workings
properly?
2nd. If the shorter air gate were stopped up, would there be more air passing down the longer?
C. In many thin coal pits a system prevails of allowing the trap doors to be pushed open by the corves
which doors are so set as naturally (assisted by the draught) to fall to of themselves. I am desirous of
learning your opinion how far this plan would or would not be practicable in thick coal pits as a
substitute for trappers with reasons for such opinion?

____________________
ANSWER from HENRY BRIGGS, Esq., Overton.
Sir,
Since I saw you this morning I have had some conversation with Mr. Morton and our bottom steward at
Whitwood who was several years with Messrs. Charlesworth at Rothwell Haigh. respecting the division of
air and they both agree in strongly recommending the adoption of the division but they sat that it there rare
other pits, they should prefer making two upcast and one downcast, rather than two downcast and one
upcast which agrees with what I once said to you. If there should be any very great disparity in the length
of the two workings, terminating in one upcast shaft, they think that a regulating stopping or door would be
required, but not were the length of the two are nearly equal. When disparity exists more air will certainly
travel the shorter distance, but that disparity must be very great to have the effect of destroying the supply
of air to the longer portions of workings, The supply to the shorter will be inordinate but the disparity must
be very great indeed absolutely to destroy ventilation of the longer portion. It would be bad management in
a colliery (unless it was sunder very peculiar circumstances) to allow one portion to be very much greater
than the other.
I remain &c.
(Signed) HENRY BRIGGS.
ANSWER from BENJAMIN BIRAM Esq., Wentworth:SIR

Wentworth, July, 16th., 1841.

I am in receipt of your letters dates 13th. and 14th. July.
The plan of so fixing trap doors as to be pushed upon by the corves and to close of themselves, aided by
the draught, prevail to a great extent in Earl Fitzwilliam’s collieries, but of course this can only be done in
one direction. To enable a person to open the door when going in a contrary direction, there is generally a
string fixed to the door, the other end of which being fixed at such a distance from the door as to enable the
trammer to reach it behind his corve, at a sufficient distance from the door to allow the door to open. We
find this plan to answer generally, and have only trappers near the shaft, where the opening and shutting of
the doors is almost continual. The non-employment of trappers, however, where there is much fire is not
always so safe, for it is astonishing how reckless the men are although their own lives are in danger, They
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have frequently been known to leave the doors propped open, or be indifferent in their proper closing. I
known none so effectual a remedy for such carelessness as the appointment of a person whose sole duty it
is to attend the doors.
Your questions marked A and B in your letter dated 14th. inst., I think admit of one general view. In a
colliery where there is but one upcast and one downcast shaft, I think it decidedly preferable to convey the
current of air in one individual stream throughout the workings for although it be possible that the air
would have an equal tendency to travel two different routes of equal length, other circumstances being the
same, yet, from influences perhaps inexplicable, one or the other current would be liable to predominate,
leaving the other half imperfectly ventilated. I am of opinion that the air will always take the shorted and
least obstructed course to the upcast shaft but hat of the shorter course be stopped up, a decidedly greater
current would pass than that of the upcast and downcast shafts, that a sufficient quantity would be forces
through the longer route for ventilation but air is unlike water, its elasticity would allow for an immense
volume being compressed through the shorter way, before it would, in my opinion, pass along the more
indirect road, both being of the same area.
I am. &c.,
J.C.Symons, Esq.
(Signed) BENJ. BIRAM.
ANSWER from J. SUTCLIFFE, Esq., Barnsley:SIR,

Gawber Colliery, near Barnsley, July 19th., 1841.

In reply to yours, I am quite aware that the plan named by you of opening the trap door is practised in
many thin coal pits. but you will see that the corve can only push open the door one way. All trap doors are
fixed so as to shut with the draft. In a thin coal pit they may have recourse to this plan, on account of the
doors being much less and much lighter, the corves and the coal contained therein lighter also. If there was
much carburetted hydrogen gas it would not be safe to allow such a plan of door opening. You will be
aware that where this plane of door opening is adopted the doors cannot be kept in as good a state as when
opened by trappers, therefore the currency of air will be impeded and the works rendered unsafe. In out
thick coal pits the trap doors are much larger and heavier, as that it would be impossible to push open a trap
door with the corve, besides, as I have before stated, the doors from the construction that are fixed in, can
only be opened one way. The corve, when loaded with coal, say from 6 to 9 cwt., has to go down an
inclination of about one yard in twelve. Now I say, what chance would the hurrier have to stop the corve
and go to open the door? The result would be we should have the doors knocked down and broken to
pieces, consequently the mine would soon become inaccessible. The safety of the colliery depends upon the
trap doors being kept in order, together with the stoppings.
In answer to question A, my opinion is where the workings of a colliery extends to a considerable
length, it is best to divide the working into two portions, and a separate current of air to traverse each
portion, both terminating at one upcast shaft pr cupola.
Say the air is pure on its descent into the mine, but after having traversed a considerable extent it
becomes not only less pure but is rendered foul air, being loaded with carburetted hydrogen gas or carbonic
acid gas. Not only so, but the further the air is carried or forced through the mine by trap doors or
stoppings, the weaker the current becomes, on account of the imperfections of the workmanship, it being
impossible to keep every stopping and trap door air tight. Therefore, where it is practicable, divide the air
and allow it to meet in some central part of the workings, then the two currents together go and discharge
its foul contents into the cupola.
NOTE. - Each drift or road to have its air apportioned according to the length by a partial stopping.
Answer to question B. - If from the bottom of the downcast shaft two separate air gates immediately
diverge without any stopping or door to regulate or apportion the air, one gate being twice as long as the
other, and both join at the same cupola, I say through the shorter gate would pass more than twice the
currency of air than through the longer gate. Under such circumstances, taking it in a practical view, the
longer gate or drift would be of little value. I admit, on the principle of theory, for the sake of experiment,
to enlarge the diameter of the downcast shaft and increase the power of the furnace, the area of both drifts
remaining the same, I say the current passing through the longer drift would be improved according to the
extent to the downcast shaft enlarged, and the power of the cupola or furnace increased.
I am &c.,
(Signed) J.C.C SUTCLIFFE.
To Mr. Symons.
ANSWER from WILLIAM COOPER, Esq., of the firm Field, Cooper and Faulds, near Barnsley.
A. It is the best to carry the current of air in one stream. but they must divide into portions, to suit the
workings of the colliery.
1st. The air will not pass on the longer road without a stopping or door in the shorter.
2nd. If the shorter air gate were stopped up, of course there would be more air passing on the longer.

Draft text

44

The plan of trap doors to open by the pushing of the corve would not answer in our seams of coal
because the pressure of air that we frequently have would partially open the door, We are obliged to let
them press to the frame with considerable force and to line the said frame with cloth, to prevent any or the
least escape of air if possible. It would be impossible to do without trappers.
FIELD, COOPER and FAULDS.
_____________________________
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APPENDIX B
Synoptical Table of Young Persons and Children Employed in the Principle Collieries of the
District, collated from the Returns of Tabular Forms made by Employers.
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APPENDIX C.
Measurement of Collier Boys.

Average - Age 12 years 4 months 16 days. Height, 4ft. 4 3/8 in. Girth 267/8 in.
*The height is taken throughout without shoes.
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Measurement of Collier Girls.

Measurement of Farm Boys.
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Measurement of Farm Girls.

Draft text

50

APPENDIX D.
Medical Examination of Children in Dewsbury Colliery
Messrs. Cardwell and Haigh’s colliery is situate about one mile from Dewsbury. The depth of the shaft is
57 yards from the surface. The pit contains carbonic acid gas or blackdamp, in large quantities, the bad
effects of which are partly counteracted by a cupola and furnace which draws the damp out of the pit. No
person has been suffocated in the last six years and only tow accidents have proved fatal during the same
period. The pit is generally opened at six o’clock in the morning, after the children have worked about half
an hour they rest for an hour, they then (at seven o’clock) proceed with their work till 12 noon, one hour is
then allowed for refreshment and the works are generally closed about five o’clock in the afternoon. The
proprietors take no measures in educating them. Height of the work from the floor to the roof where the
children hurry the coal, 28 inches.
Chicken breasted. The breast bone projects forward and the curvature of the spinal column is increased.
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APPENDIX E.
Medical Examination of Another Dewsbury Colliery.
Messrs. Brooke and Greaves’s colliery is situated nearly contiguous to the east side of the town of
Dewsbury and passes into the hill and their operations are principally worked under the adjoining township
of Soothill. These pit open with horizontal tunnels on the side of the hill and the coals are drawn out by
ponies on a railway. This colliery is affected with carbonic acid gas, or blackdamp. but the height of the
passages where the children hurry prevents any bad effects from it generally. The damp is removed by a
copula and furnace and no accidents have been known to arise from it. The proprietors tell me than when
young children are employed in their works the get two to perform the work of one. The proprietors take
no measures in educating them. The height of the works from the floor to the roof where the children hurry
the coals is 44 inches.

__________________________

APPENDIX F.
An Analytical Account of Births and Deaths registered in the Barnsley District within the
township of Barnsley for the year ending December 31, 1839. showing the Causes and Period
of Death.
SAMUEL WARBURTON, superintendent Registrar.
Howlsey and Scill, Sheffield, March 20th. 1841.
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Infant males
Infant females

51
48
99
257

Total deaths
Total births
The years ending December, 1839
For deaths the males are
For deaths the females are

356
364
128
129

356
257 above on year old.

APPENDIX G.
A Summary of Births and an Analytical Table of Death registered within the Township of
Silkstone in the year ending December 31, 1839.
SAMUEL WARBURTON, superintendent Registrar.

Births males
Births females
Total

30
22
52

Births 52, deaths, 26. The population return in the census of 1831 stands 1110. The registered number of births and
deaths in the whole of this district has generally been in the proportion as above, or thereabouts. - S.W.
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APPENDIX H.
Average Wages and Consumption of Food for Eight Weeks in the Familes of six Colliers in
Flockton.
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APPENDIX I.
Barnsley Schools.
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APPENDIX K.
Barnsley Sunday Schools.
*This is not strictly a church school, though so called.

_________________________

APPENDIX L.
Statistics of Day Schools in Several Collier Villages.
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APPENDIX M.
A Similar Table of Sunday Schools.
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APPENDIX N.
The following collieries I have personally inspected, to the names of which are added such brief particulars as
may indicate the character of each.
1. - Messrs. Hounsfields and Co.’s, Soap House Sheffield Colliery. (January 6th., 1841.) Shaft 110 yards,
flat ropes, wooded conductors, downcast pit, the seam is about 6 feet. There is a great deal of firedamp. It
is a new pit.
2. - Messrs. Webster and Pearce’s Hunshelf Bank Colliery, at Boldertones, near Wortley. (January 18th.) A
small day pit, thin coal, gates from 24 to 30 inches. Girls and boys hurrying together, and belts and chains
used. No horses.
3. - Messrs. Booth and Co.’s Tinsley Park Bassett Colliery. (February 8th.) Seam of coal 3 or 4 feet, shaft
80 yards, round rope, iron rod conductors, no upcast pit, a little blackdamp. Galloways used.
4. - Earl Fitzwilliam’s Elsecar Jump Pit (February 19th.) Shaft about 80 yards, flat ropes and double
corves, very extensive colliery, seam 6 feet, gates large and wide, few children employed, all males, horses
used, some firedamp.
5. - Earl Fitzwilliam’s Deep Park Pit, Rawmarsh (February 24th.) Similar to Elsecar Colliery.
6 - Mr George Chambers’s Day Hole Colliery, High Green, near Chapeltown (February 25th.) A rather
extensive colliery. Asses employed to draw the loaded corves for the dip banks to the main gates, coal
seam very thin and some amount of black damp. There are undertakers in this colliery contracting for the
getting an hurrying of sections of the coal.
7. - Messrs. Newton and Chambers’s Ironstone Pit, Thorncliffe (February 26th.) This is a day hole pit, the
seam is eight or nine feet high, there is properly but one large semicircular bank face, there is a long horse
gate in which horses are used, the gates are a good height, and there is an absence of gas.
8.- Messrs. Hopwood and Jackson’s Barnsley Colliery (March 13th.) Shaft 118 yards, flat ropes and
wooden conductors, upcast pit, large furnace in an open chamber at the bottom of the shaft, girls hurrying
naked to the waist, no horses, a great deal of gas, large gates.
9 and 10. - Mr. Clarke’s Collieries (2) at Silkstone (March 18th.). Shafts about 90 yards, flat ropes, iron rod
conductors, down cast pits, coal 6 feet thick, gates 5 feet, great number of girls hurrying, a little gas, horses
used.
11. - Messrs. Day and Twibell’s Colliery at Barnsley (March 19th.) Shaft 198 yards (deepest in Yorkshire).
The tackle here is peculiarly good, the ropes are flat and about six inches wide, the pulley wheels are very
large, and two corves are drawn at once, placed sidewise together, the shaft is well boarded, and is a
downcast one, there are wooden conductors without rollers. A new pit, no females, gates large, coal 10
feet, a great deal of firedamp.
12 and 13. - Messrs. Field, Cooper and Co.’s Stainborough Collieries (2), near Barnsley (March 23rd.)
Shaft about 100 yards, flat ropes, iron conductors, seam from five to six feet, horses employed, roof
shattered with gas, some females.
14. - Mr. Thomas Wilson’s Kexborough Colliery at Darton (March 24th.) Shaft 130 yards, tackle similar to
Messrs. Day and Twibbel’s, seam from 5 to 6 feet, a few females employed, no horses, gates a good
height.
15.- The Executors of R. Thorpe’s Gawber Colliery, near Barnsley (March 25th) Shaft about 80 yards, an
upcast shaft, ropes flat and iron rod conductors, this pit has the largest gates and most regular workings I
have seen in Yorkshire, the corves weight 12 cwt. when full, girls hurry together with the boys.
16. - Messrs. Charlesworth’s Silkstone Colliery (march 26th.) Shaft about 90 yards, round ropes, coal 5 to
6 feet thick, girls hurry together with the boys.
17. - Mr. Thomas Wilson’s Gin Pit at Mapelwell, near Barnsley (March 30th.) Shaft 40 yards, worked with
a horse and gin, one round rope and one chain, gates about a yard high, a small pit, no females employed.
18. - Messrs. Graham’s Ironstone Pit (April 1st.), at Tankersley, near Barnsley. Shaft 50 yards, a single
round rope, gates 4 or 5 feet, dry and free from gas.
19. - Messrs. Stansfield and Brigg’s, Emroyd Pit at Overton, Thornhill, near Wakefield, (May 6th.) Shaft
90 yards, flat ropes, iron conductors, downcast pit, coal seam 30 to 35 inches, gates nearly a yard, girls and
boys employed, in this and all the thin coal pits in this district the coal is worked to the dip as well as to the
rise, no horses used.
20. - Mr. Fearnside’s Pit, Robert Town, Dewsbury (May 10th.) A gin pit, no conductors, thin ropes and an
oblong shaft about 50 yards deep, gates a yard to 4 feet.
21. - Mr. R. Ingham’s Colliery at Thornhill (May 11th.) Shaft 103 yards, diameter of pulley wheels 4 feet,
round ropes 5 inches in circumference, with iron rod conductors, thin coal from 2 to 3 feet, along horse
gate. The gates vary from 2 to 3 feet.
22 and 23. - Messrs. Stansfield and Briggs, Flockton Wood (2 collieries). The first shaft is about 60 yards,
with flat ropes and iron conductors, it was sunk to the upper of two beds and from the horse way in this
upper pit several shall shafts of about 17 or 18 inches are sunk to the lower bed, which is not above 15 or
16 inches in thickness, these interior shafts are worked by windlass wound by men, without conductors, the
gates in this lower bed are nor above 2 feet in the lowest places as they approach the bank faces, girls hurry
as well as boys in both pits.
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24. - Messrs. Charlesworth’s Dial Wood Colliery, near Midgely (May 12th.) Shaft about 95 yards, upcast,
flat ropes and iron rods, very thin seam, and gates varying from 24 to 30 inches, girls employed.
25. - Messrs. Charlesworth’s Thin Pit at Dial Wood, near Midgley (May 12th.) Shaft about 95 yards
(upcast), flat ropes with iron rods, very thin seam and gates varying from 24 to 30 inches, girls employed.
26. - Messrs Barlow’s Colliery at Gildersome, near Leeds (May 14th.) Shaft moderately deep, and round
ropes, with iron conductors, seam 3 feet and a half, and gates about 4 feet, horses are used and no females.
27. - Messrs Barker and Greave’s Colliery, Dewsbury. This is a day pit, with a long horse gate, the coal is
about a yard thick, and the bank or board gates are about 4 feet, some blackdamp prevails here.
28. - Messrs. Femandez and Co., Stanley, near Wakefield (May 19th.)
29. - Mr. Gascoign’s Colliery at Garforth, near Leeds, Shaft about 140 yards (upcast), double corves, one
above the other, powerful ropes and engines, drawn in half a minute, wooden conductors, horse road, gates
from 5 to 6 feet in height, thick coal, no females.
30. - Mr. Micklethwaite’s Colliery at Wakefield, (May 24th.) Shaft 185 yards, round ropes of 5 inches and
a half in circumference, coal 3 feet 7 inches thick, the foul air comes on into the shaft immediately
underneath, and not through the furnace vent, no females.
31. - Messrs. Akeroyd’s Colliery at Birkenshaw, near Dewsbury, (May 25th.) Shaft about 60 or 70 yards,
round ropes and iron rod conductors, thin coal, no females employed.
32. - Messrs. Stancliffe’s Day Hole Pit at Mirfield (May 26th.) Small colliery, where the men were found
working in water.
33. - Messrs. Hopwood and Jackson’s Colliery at Barnsley. (Second visit, June 8th.)
34. - Traviss and Horsfall’s Colliery near Barnsley. (June 8th.) Shaft 130 yards, tackle similar to N.29,
large gates, coal seam 9 feet, no females or horses employed.
35. - Messrs. Stansfield and Brigg’s Mugg Hill Colliery in Thornhill parish, near Wakefield (June 9th.)
Shaft 80 yards, flat ropes and iron rod conductors, downcast shaft. There is a great deal of carburetted
hydrogen in this pit and the works could not be carried on without Davy lamps.
37. - Elland Colliery near Halifax (June 10th.) Shaft 115 to 120 yards. Five inch round ropes with slight
chains and no carriages for the corves to ride. The gates are very high and dirty.
38. - Messrs. Rawson’s Day Hole colliery at Halifax (June 10th.) A long horse road forms the adit to this
colliery, at the termination of which there is a steam engine and shaft of 50 yards inside the pit, which
works the lower strata. The seams are not above 17 or 18 inches and the board gates 30 to 36 inches,
blackdamp and a little firedamp exist, the children hurry on all fours with belt and chain from the faces to
the horse gates.
39. - Lord Moira’s Colliery near Ashby-de-la-Zouch, Staffordshire (June 12th.) Shaft 343 yards, This pit is
worked by a very powerful engine which draws the water in the drawing shaft and coal in the other
alternately, there is consequently but one rope in the drawing shaft which is about 7 inches by one and a
half, there are no conductors whatever. The coal is drawn in iron buckets with open hoops at the sides, a
ton in weight being raised each time. The men descend and ascend from 8 to 14 or 15 together, sitting in
small chain loops and holding on to the main chain. A large iron umbrella is suspended over their heads to
prevent anything falling on them and also to prevent their being knocked against the sides of the shaft,
owing to the absence of conductors they are drawn very slowly. [This colliery was extremely interesting
owing to part of it being on fire, The approaches to it were stopped with clay, but nevertheless it had
continued to burn since last Christmas. Some of the hot gas was tapped whilst we were present, by boring a
hole in the clay and which is done to prevent explosion. The fire arose from the spontaneous combustion of
pyrites. There is also a quantity of carburetted hydrogen in this pit. The seams of coal was from five and
half to six feet in thickness and the gates from eight to five and half in height. The horse gates were
particularly large and handsome. The exhausted banks were curiously built up with wood. The horses are
able, from the size of the gates, to approach almost close to the banks, and the hurriers have merely to push
the corves a few yards along, or from the bank faces, which were worked in considerable breadths at once.]
A peculiar mode of ventilating this colliery has been adopted, which is at once simple and effective.
40. - Mr. Uriah Tinker’s Day Hole Colliery, Meal Hill, Kirkheaton parish (June 14th.) The adit is full 400
yards. The gates vary from 27 to 30 inches and along the whole of the adit they do not average more than
28 inches. Many of the gates are very wet, in some places water stands two inches, and the rails are in bad
repair. The children, girls as well as boys, go on all fours with belt and chain, a younger one thrusting
sometimes behind.
41. - Messrs. Stansfield and Brigg’s Gin Pit, Law Moor, Kirkheaton parish (June 15th.) This pit is worked
by a gin horse with round ropes and no conductors. Shaft about 30 yards. Scoops are used exclusively and
the children, male and female, drawn them with the belt and chain. The floor is hard and smooth, and the
gates generally dry, averaging 30 inches in height, the coal being about 29 inches. There is no great
distance to hurry the scoops, the works nit being far advanced.
42. - Sir John L. Kaye’s New Colliery, Grange Lane, Thornhill parish (June 21st.) Shaft 105 yards. Flat
ropes of four inches with chain conductors. Upcast shaft. The furnace of this pit is placed two or three
yards from the bottom, and on a level with the bottom of the shaft. It is to be altered. There is a good deal
of carburetted hydrogen in this pit and it was visited, in consequence of the explosion mentioned in the
6th., section of this Report. The gates were from a yard to 40 inches high. Girls hurry as well as boys.
43. - Messrs. Stansfield and Brigg’s Emroyd Pit, Flockton (June 21st.) (Second visit, in consequence of the
explosion named in Section 6.)
44. - Ross and Fletcher’s Broughton Moor Colliery, near Maryport (July 28th). Brattices shaft, baskets, flat
ropes, no conductors, depth about 40 fathoms, thick seam of coal.
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45. - Earl Lonsdale’s Countess Pit, near Whitehaven (July 29th.) Shafts 80 to 90 fathoms. Working Main
and Bannock bands.
46. - Earl Lonsdale’s William Pit, (July 29th.) Shaft 110 fathoms, sub-marine colliery, seam 9 or 10 feet,
flat ropes, no conductors.
47. - J. Westray, Esq.’s Colliery, near Workington (August 2nd, 1841.)
48. - Earl Lonsdale’s William Pit, (August 4th.) (Second time.)
49. - J.A. Tulk and J.P. Ley, Esq.’s Iron Ore Pit (August 5th) Ore 30 or 40 feet thick, shaft 30 yards, chains
and corves.
____________________________

EVIDENCE COLLECTED BY J. C. SYMONS, ESQ.
_____________________

YORKSHIRE COALFIELD.
_____________________
No.1. Thomas Dunn, Esq., of the firm of Hounsfield, Wilson, Dunn and Jeffcock. Chief manager,
Examined 16th. January, 1841.
He believes that the morals of the collier’s children are decidedly better than those of the
Sheffield artisans who are generally bad enough in Sheffield though not so bad as in Manchester, He
thinks education among collier’s children to be very much neglected, though he thinks they will be
generally able to read. They are usually employed at early ages in opening doors but this prevents
any further education of week days after they go into the pits. He believe no girls are worked naked
down to their waists the same as men. He has no objection to an At preventing the employment of
children in coal pits before they are 11 years old. It would be no injury to their trade but might be
hard upon the parents. The hours which they work are maximum 12 and minimum 10.
No.2. Payne Esq., of Wadlsley, coal master, Examined 15th. January, 1841.
He does that there are children employed generally at nine years old in the coal pits and
sometimes at eight. In act, the smaller the vein of coal is in height, the younger and smaller are the
children required. The work occupies for six to seven hours per day in the pits. They are not ill used,
or worked beyond their strength. A good deal of depravity exists but they are certainly not worse in
morals than in other branches of the Sheffield trade, but upon the whole superior. The morals of this
district are materially improving. Mr. Bruce, the clergyman, has been most zealous and active in
endeavouring to ameliorate their moral and religious condition. There are plenty of opportunities for
education since the new schools have been built but they are not sufficiently profited by. The labour
of the collier’s children partakes more of the nature of the agricultural employment, and their morals
on that account are superior. He is not of opinion that girls are ever employed in the collieries here.
No.3. William Bowden, 56 years of age, under ground steward to Messrs. Hounsfield, Dunn and
Co., at the Soap House Colliery, Sheffield. Examined January 16th., 1840.
He depones that he began work at six years of age but that the age at which boys usually come
into the pits now is eight or nine and that when they first come, they are entirely employed in
opening and shutting doors placed in the different passages in the pit. Sometimes boys come into the
pit at seven years old. Their wages are 3s. per week under nine years old, from nine to eleven, 6s. per
week, from eleven to fourteen, 8s. 6d. and from fourteen, to fifteen, they will average 14s. or 15s.
per week. They are all paid by the week. None of them are apprenticed. Their wages are paid to the
parents by the masters themselves. He is certain that there is a good deal of overworking in some
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pits and chiefly where the seam of coal runs very thin. He was very much overworked himself when
he was a boy. There are no overmen employed in this pit to contract for work. Where this is done the
witness was of the opinion that there is much more ill usage,
He thinks the pit in which he is now employed one of the best he had ever seen, both for the
workmen and the children.
He believes that the education of the children employed in this pit is a good as that of those in
most other collieries but the age at which the come to work is too early to allow for proper
education.
He thinks that, in the general run of pits, not one out of seven can read and write and that not one
out of five can read. Those who go to Sunday School can often write before they can read, He has
seen this and knows it to be fact. He supposes that they learn to write from imitation, without
understanding what the words are.
He thinks the morals of the children in general pretty good, but he is sorry to say that bad
language is used a good deal by them. There are never any instances of theft. He believes that they
don’t go to public houses until left at liberty by their parents, which is the general at about 18 years
of age. Before then, pretty well looked after by their parents. When the children leave work, they are
generally tired and get their supper and go to bed early, having to get up at five or half past five in
the morning.
He thinks that this pit is the worst for firedamp of any in the neighbourhood. Not long since a
father and three sons were burnt very much by an explosion of firedamp. They had Davy lamps with
them but had very carelessly left a candle burning in one of the passages. Their going into the
working disturbed the gas and drove it down below them, a distance of about nine yards, to where
the candle was, which ignited it and the consequence was that the men were dreadfully burnt, a s
badly as they could be to live at all.
None of the men will work with Davy lamps if they can help it. Candles give ten times better
light, and are much more handy for sticking about in holes and places where they may be wanted,
The hours of work for the children as well as the men are from six in the morning to six at night.
There is no regular time for meals, which are taken in the pit, the children and men never leaving
them during the day. The work of he children is done at intervals, consisting, for the every young
boys under nine years of age, of shutting and opening the doors to let the horses and corves pass
through. When the get older they are employed in hurrying, which means pushing the corves, one by
one, a little way along the rails, ready for the men to fill or r the horses to draw away.
Most of them sing, and are merry at their work. Accidents are very rare in this pit. The children
have no regular holidays, except at Christmas two days, and one day at Whitsuntide, Easter and the
two Sheffield fairs.
In Silkstone pits, he believes women and girls work dressed as men and often naked down to the
waist, just the same as the men and boys. Decency is disregarded.
(Signed) Wm. BOWDEN.
No.4. Thomas Charlesworth, 49 years of age, collier. Examined in Soap Work Colliery, Sheffield,
16th. January, 1840.
He thinks the work is not particularly unhealthy. He has worked in the worst and unhealthiest
situations and does not think his health is much injured excepting that he is troubled with the
rheumatism, chiefly from the dampness of the pits. He thinks that 11 years of age is early enough for
boys to come to work in the pits but admitted that, in many instances, they come much earlier,. in
some cases as early a six years old. He is not of opinion that coming into the pits at so early an age is
injurious to their health. He does not think that fixing the age at which they shall come to work at 11
years would make much difference in regard to their general health in after life but think it would be
as well for them not to come sooner.
No.5. Josh. Jeffcock, aged 67, collier, also examined in the above named coal pit, 16th. January,
1840.
He states that he always enjoyed good health and that drink does more injury to health of colliers
in general than their ordinary work. He has always been temperate and regular in his way of life
himself, and is now in very good health, showing, as the witness thought clearly, that the trade was
not an unhealthy one. He is of the opinion that boys were much harder worked formerly than now,
which he attributes to the superior contrivances introduced of late years to transfer coals from one
part of the pit to another by means of tramroads &c. He thinks the same at the former witness with
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regard to the age at which children should be employed and also that being employed a few years
earlier of later would not make much difference in their general health.
No.6. Jonathan Clayton 131/2 years old, collier’s boy, at the Sheffield Soap Pit. Examined 18th
January, 1841.
It’s about two and a half years since I began to work at the coke ovens and it’s two years since I
began to work in the pit. When I first went into the pit I hurried the heavy corves as well as the light
ones. I stop down in the pit as long as the men. I went down at three in the morning sometimes, to
hold the safety lamp when they were firing and making the pit. I have since gone down from six to
six. Hurrying is very hard work. When I got home at night I was knocked up. I don’t hurry now. I
hook on the corves to the gins. It’s as hard as hurrying. The time or dinner depends upon whether
there’s any corves waiting for coals. The men don’t ill use me except we don’t suit ‘em, then they’ll
pay us and punch us.
I’ve at three or four days at school and to a Sunday School, since I began to work. I have no time
for learning now. When I get home at night I get my dinner. We only have a bit of bread and a sup
of ten in the pit. I always get washed at night before I have my dinner, unless I’m hungry and after
dinner I sit a bit by the hearthstone, and then go to bed. I sometimes read a bit. My father used to
make me read and said I should see the day when I should wish I had practised reading. My father’s
ill now, He got burnt in the pit with my two brothers, a month ago.
The witness reads imperfectly and can write a little. He began to read in the 16th. chapter of St.
Luke, In the 1st verse he knew who spoke to his disciples and said it was, “Jesus, Christ, Son of
God.” “He was crucified to save sinners. Crucified means to be nailed to the Cross.” We asked if
disciples many wicked people. He did not know who they were that Christ appointed to preach the
Gospel.
In reply to some general questions, he said, “I know that I shall go to a bad place of I’m a bad lad.
I have been once or twice to Chapel since I left school. I go about in Sheffield along with other lads
on a Sunday. I never got to see the dogs fight, or play at pinch or marbles on a Sunday. I’ve no time
to play on a week day. I never see daylight all the week in winter, except I look up the pit shaft and
then it looks about half a yard wide. Sometimes I go out of the pit to do errands.” As regards his
meals, he said, “My mother always lets me have plenty to eat of she goes without herself.”
No.7. John Saville, 7 years old, collier’s boy at the Soap Pit. Also examined January 19th.
I’ve worked in the pit about two weeks. I stand and open and shut the door all day. I’m generally
in the dark and sit me down against the door. I liked it very well. I doesn’t tire me. I stop 12 hours in
the pit. I never see daylight now except on Sundays. They don’t ill use or beat me. I fell asleep one
day and a corve ran over my leg and made it smart. They squeeze more against the door if I fall to
sleep again. When I go home I wash myself and get my drinking [a local term for tea and sit me
down on the house floor. I’ve tea and bread and butter to my drinking. I’ve sometimes dry bread,
sometimes bread and cheese an sometimes red herring and potatoes to my dinner in the pit. I’ve
know my letters. I’ve never been to school at all. I go to Park Sunday School and they teach me
writing and they don’t teach me my letters. I go to Chapel every Sunday. I don’t know who made the
worked. I never heard about God.
[This boy cannot write or tell one letter.]

No.8. John Hobson aged 131/2 years, collier’s boy from the Soap Pit. Examined January 19th.
I was five year s old when I first went into the pit and no older. I trapped the door when I first
went and then hooked the corves on the gin and I now hurry and help to fill, Sometimes the work’s
too hard for me. I don’t work so heard some days as I do others. They don’t use me ill, except when
I miss marking the number of the corve, they then give a bit of pick shaft. I hear bad words many a
time for the other boys in the pit.
I can read my letters, but nothing else. I go to Sunday School. They teach me to read and write
but I can’t write. I go to Chapel sometimes. I’m sure I don’t play on Sundays, I only walk about a
bit.
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There was a fire in the pit to night, about five o’clock and a man had his hair burnt off and his
face scorched. We all left the pit. The man had a common candle and some of the firedamp caught
fire.
[This fact was afterwards contradicted. A fatal accident, however, occurred, afterwards, elsewhere named.]

No.9. Joseph Haigh, 43 years of age, assistant underground stewards at New Basset and New
Deep Pits, Tinsley Park. Examined February 8th, 1841.
He has been a practical collier ever since he was 7 years old. Children go to work usually at 10
but many go At eight in this neighbourhood. Their first work is opening trap doors, driving ponies
and hurrying. Lads hurry at all ages but there are easier and heavier sorts of hurrying and they
contrive to pit the young lads to the light work. He thinks the work itself would not hurt them if they
all lived regularly. Many do not have proper meals at home. A boy that works ought to have meals
every day alike and regularly, like a horse but they are often pinched at the end of the week. They all
have their dinners in the pit. Boys go down at six o’clock and they stay on average 10 hours but this
depends of their getting their work done. He does not think the boys are often overworked. The
places the boys work at depend on the manager. They are paid by the worker or the getter who pays
them every week their wages but they are not under the workmen nor can they be hired or
discharged without the approbation of the manager. The relay system would puzzle them rather.
They would be forces to have a fresh set of men in for to work two six hours would be too much for
the men. He thinks they can hardly do without boys as little as 10 or 11 in those pits where the seam
of coal is only three quarters of a yard thick. There are many such pits. Galloways hurry in the main
gates in all their thin coal p[its but they cannot be used in the board gates which branch off the main
gates to the bank faces where the men work. If the main gate were 280 yards in length, the board
gates altogether would be 180 yards in length. The boys have to hurry the while of these. The horses
work a much longer distance than the boys. It would be impossible for the horses to work on the
horse’s heels in all places. It would be more trouble to the boys to manage the horses for such short
distances that to hurry themselves. The horses are not so handy as Christians and we could not do
without them. Perhaps one in three boys can read and not one in six r even one in ten could wrote. A
boy forgets when he learns on Sunday before the next. There is not so much bad language as there
used to be. He looks after them and reprimands them and there is not much now. The worst are the
older ones from 16 to 19. These are not better educated than the younger ones. He does not think
half the parents look after the morals of the children as they ought to do.
No.10. Wm. Higgitt, steward to the Tinsley Park Pits, about 48 years old. Examined February 8th.
1841.
The children go to work in the pits first from 8 to 10 years of age. He does not think the children
are overworked at all. There are no instances of ill usage which the lads have not the means of
getting redressed. There is but little of it. Their meals are insufficient with some of them, owing to
them belonging to very poor families. They remain about 10 hours in the pit. He thinks education
sadly deficient among all. Not one out of ten of the men which come to receive their wages can write
their own names and the children are much in the same position. The parents are generally very
inattentive both to their morals and education. Their morals are not very bad, nor so very good. Take
the generality of them and we cannot call them good, cursing and swearing are their chief vices.
They began to drink by the time they are 14. They marry pretty early. The hurrying can not be done
entirely with horses. If the horses hurries 140 yards in the main gate, the jenny would work the
corves 70 yards and the boys would hurry 90 yards. It would take six boys to hurry over these 90
yards, for the same reason given by the former witness. He thinks than an act preventing child labour
before 11 would be desirable provided they were under proper management and moral guidance
before hand. He thinks that the children ought to be made to come educated to the master and that he
ought to look after their morals afterwards. He thinks there would be no injury to the trade to prevent
their working till 11 years old. The witness states that they take great care with their machinery.
There is more liability to accidents in these pits than in most others owing to their extent but fewer
accidents happen. We have no firedamp but a great deal of blackdamp which they keep back by
ventilation and they have had no accidents from it. When the candle will burn the men are safe.
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No.11. James Maugham, 15 years old. Examined whilst at work in the Isle Pit, Tinsley Park.
February 8th., 1841.
I have been eight weeks now in the pit but I’ve been badly for a little while. I worked a year
before I came here. It’s not very hard work. I am employed in hurrying and some odd times I help to
get in the mornings. It’s not hard work and we can rest when we are tired. The hardest part of the
hurrying is lifting when the corve gets off the tram road. I can read and write my own name. I have
been three years at Red Hill school. Sometimes I’m tired at night but not always.
No.12. Wm. Haigh, 16 years old. Also examined whilst at work in the Isle Pit, Tinsley Park,
February 8th.
It’s five years since I first came to the pit, and I’ve always been hurrying same as now. I am not
much tired by it. Sometimes I fond it hard work according to the distance I have to hurry along. I
went to a day school and a Sunday School and all before I began to work, and I’ve been all along at
Sunday School I can read a bit and write a bit. I am the son of the underground assistant manager, I
learn at home at night a bit after I’ve done my work. It isn’t hard work hurrying at this benk where
we are now.
No.13. Thomas Fisher, 10 years old. Also examined in the Isle Pit, Tinsley Park, February 8th.
I’m 10 years old and I’ve been four months in the pit. I hurry the empty corves and do other light
work to help my father. It’s not hard work I do and I can stop whenever I’m tired. I’ve been to a day
school and a Sunday School. I could read in the Testament when I left school. I can’t write. I know I
shall go to heaven if I’m good and to hell if I don’t try to please God. Jesus was God’s son. He came
to save sinners. I hear the other boys swear sometimes and use bad language but I never do so
myself.
No.14. George Collier, aged about 40, Parish Clerk of Tinsley. Examined February 8th.
I kept an evening school in one of the new houses built by Mr. Both and could not get at
attendance of the collier’s children although the attendance was gratuitous and was obliged to give it
up. The parents of one boy begged me to come and fetch him to school because he would not come
himself and they could not make him. He was 16 years of age and knew nothing.
No.15. Wm. Newbould, Esq., owner of the Intake Colliery. Examined 15th.
He depones that children go into the pits to work at nine years of age and their employment at
that age is trapping. At 12 or thereabouts, they drive the horses, They begin to assist in hurrying at
about 14 and to fill also at the same age. They begin to get generally at 19, they are at that age
allowed to be their own masters. A large boy or man and a small boy go to hurry together. The men
themselves employ the hurriers. Is sure there is no ill usage of the boys and does not allow them to
be beaten. If there are any complaints they are brought before him. The morals of the young persons
and children are neither bad not good. They have no very dissipated characters among them. There
are not really drunken men about the place. He won’t have them. He pays for 12 children (most of
them girls) to be educated. The boys who go to work in the pit cannot go to day schools but most of
them go to Sunday Schools. They can nearly all read and they could learn in the evenings of they
chose. They are not too tired with their work to do so. The boys work 12 hours a day off and on but
it is not hard work and they do not actually work the whole time. He thinks that the limitation of
child labour is not needful as far as his own pits are concerned but cannot speak about others. He
thinks relays of children would be inconvenient. The parents would not send them to school unless
forced. They (the parents) can scarcely find means of education them as it is. Being in the pits keeps
the children out of mischief and they are always in the dry and their health is good, better than those
who are running about in all weathers. They like being in the pit themselves. The proprietor pays the
getters who have piece wages and who hire and pay the hurriers and the fillers. He also hires the
trappers and horse drivers and has sufficient control over all parties to prevent the ill usage of any.
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No.16. Hannah Richardson, 39 years of age. Examined at Intake, February 17th.
I’ve one child that works in the pit. He’s going on ten. He is down from 6 to 8. He is a trapper,
He’s not much tired with the work, it’s only the confinement that tires him. He likes it pretty well,
for he’d rather be in the it than at school. There is not much difference in his health since he went
into the pit. He was at school before, and can read pretty well. I never hear him complain. I’ve
another son in the pit, 17 years old. He’s a filler and hurrier. He went into the pit at eight years old.
It’s hurt his health nor his appetite for he’s a good size. It would hurt us if children were prevented
from working till 11 or 12 years old, because we’ve jobs now to live now as it is.
No.17. Robert Cutts, 30 years old, unmarried. Examined February 17th., at Intake.
I’ve been in the pit ever since I was mine years of age. I can’t say the children are hurt with the
work. If any are hurt it’s when they are from 15 to 20. Hard work begins at 15. I think nine years
plenty long enough for any work in those places. They generally work from 10 to 12 hours a day.
No.18. Ann Cutts, 68 years of age. Examined February 17th., at Intake.
I’ve been married about 50 years. I’ve had six sons who have worked in the pits. It has not hurt
them for they are neither little nor weakly. I’ve had 12 children. I had nine that went to work in the
pit at six years old and it didn’t hurry him. They can all read and some of them can wrote as well.
They’ve gone to evening and Sunday Schools. I think the morals of children here are pretty good.
They are a little mischievous or so, nothing worse. There’s not much drinking here. The colliers
used to drink more before than whet they do now. It is perhaps owing to their being settled here on
the spot. The children do not complain themselves of being in the pit. It would hurt the parents to
prevent the children from working until they were 11 or 12 years old, for they can’t afford to keep
them and send them to school and the children are better in the pit than running about learning bad
habits. I have not heard of much bad language being used in the pit.
No.19. Wm. Drury nearly 10 years old. Examined February 17th., at Intake.
It’s half a year yesterday since I first went into the pit. I trapped at first but not long. I have to
hurry now with another boy. We hurry both full and empty corves. It’s hard work when we’ve up
hill to hurry and there’s a good deal of up hill. I am tired when I have to work late. There is one fills
and we two have to hurry during the day. We’ve no time to stop. I’d rather be in the pit than at
school. I like being in the pit. Sometimes they thump us. When they call us we call them again and
they clout us. The fillers tell us to call them. Sometimes the fillers clout us and hurts us a good deal.
Sometimes they put candles in our mouths or make us drink oil when they want to swap with us for
us to fill and them to hurry and we won’t. [See witness No.152.] I go into the pit at five in the
morning and come out at six at night, sometimes at five. I then get my drinking and so go bed. I’ve
plenty to eat. I can’t read nor write. I haven’t been much to school, only on Sundays. I go to Church.
I don’t know who Jesus Christ was. I’ve never been told. I don’t know where I shall go to when I die
of I’m a bad boy. I’ve not been taught that.
No.20. George Machin, 91/2 years old. Examined February 17th. at Intake.
I open and shut a door in the pit. I’d been a years in the pit last bonfire day (5th. November). I
don;t like being in the pit. I’d rather be at school I don’t like it because it’s day and being in so many
hours. It does’t tire me. I walk about to amuse myself. I’ve a light when they come by with the
horse. They use me very well and never beat me. I have potatoes and bread or cheese and sometimes
a little meat for my dinner. I have been at a school before I came into the pit. I go to Sunday School
every Sunday.
[The witness can read monosyllables only. Repeated part of the Church Catechism and being asked what “inheritors of
the kingdom of heaven meant,” said he did not know. He’d never been taught what it meant. Knows a little addition.]
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No.21. Robert Drury, 101/2 years old, Examined 17th. ,February at Intake.
I trap in the pit. I don’t like it because it’s dark. It isn’t hard work and I do nothing else but trap. I
go sometimes at six in the morning. On Saturdays I go at five, and I come out after six in the
evening, sometimes before. They use me well in the pit, they never beat me. I’ve bread and cheese
or treacle or potatoes and meat when I can get it for dinner. I go to a Sunday School and used to go
to a day school before I went into the pit. (Can read easy words by spelling them.) Jesus Christ was
God, He came to earth lately. Heaven is Jesus Christ. I shall go there when I die of I’m a good boy
and to hell if I’m bad. I don’t know what this country is called not what is the chief town.
No.22. Wm. Rodgers, 12 years old, Examined February 17th., at Intake.
I hurry with William Drury who as first examined. It’s a year since I first went into the pit. I was
a driver then. Hurrying is not very easy work when we have to run hard an that often happens. It
often tires us a good deal. I never get beaten or ill used and I never see other boys ill used or beaten
neither Drury or any of the others. Let us call them what we will they never put oil or candles in our
mouths. I go down into the pit generally at six in the morning and come out at six at night,
sometimes before, I generally feel tired at night. We haven’t much time to stop from work.
Sometimes we stop for two hours out of the twelve, sometimes not. I go to Sunday School. I know
Jesus Christ is the son of God but don’t know what happened to him, nor what death he died. I don’t
often hear them swear in the pit.
No.23. Octavius Lee, 17 years old. Examined February 18th., at Woodthorp.
I work at Woodthorp Colliery, Messrs. Parker and Rhodes’s. I have been only a year in the pit. I
hang on, i.e. hook the empty corves on the jenny and take off the full ones. I was a driver when I
first went. I think there’s 10 or 11 boys work in the same pit as I do. It’s not easy work. I like it very
well to say I have never been in before but we have to stand many hours. We are all of us wearied at
night. We live in Sheffield Park and I am obliged to get up at four o‘clock in the nothing to get to the
pit at six. We don’t leave the pit while seven at night. I am quite sure of that. The men hurry in our
pit as the corves are very large. The masters pay me my wage, 7s. per week, but I’ve to find my own
candles. The boys are not ill used without they do something wrong. I can read and write. I attended
school before I worked.
No.24. Henry Walker, 13 years old. Examined February 18th., at Woodthorp.
I’ve been in the pit a year at the same colliery as the last boy. I was a comb-maker before, I have
to thrust the corves to hang on, along with another boy and we have to push them up a steep hill 15
or 16 yards. It’s hard worked and tires me a good deal. When I get home I get my supper and go to
bed. I have to get up at a quarter past four in the morning to get to the pit at six and we give over at
seven at night. I get my breakfast before I go in the morning and take my dinner to get in the pit. We
get our dinners when we’ve a bit of time. We can’t stop when we are tires, but we must keep a gate
to keep the corves a going. If we could not do it we should be sent home and perhaps put to a lighter
job. I liked comb-making better the work was lighter and I hadn’t to get up so soon in the morning, I
get plenty to eat. I have been at school before I worked. I can read and write a little. I have never
been poorly but I have been lamed once. It was three months since. The chain broke and the corve
ran over me and cut my head and my thighs and I was s sent to the Infirmary where I remained
seven weeks before I was better.
No.25. Thomas Spotiswoode, 12 years old. Examined February 18th.
I work in the new Deep Pit belonging to the Sheffield Coal Company. I went when I was 10 to
trap a door half a year. I then drove three quarters of a year and I now hurry. Hurrying is very hard
work. I hurry with another boy all day long. It tires be a good deal. I go done at six in the morning
and come out at half past six at night. (He can tell his letters but can neither read nor write.) They
never beat me in the pit.
[Three or four more boys were examined at the same time whose evidence was exactly similar.]
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No.26. James Sanderson, 8 years old. Examined alone, February, 18th.
I work in the new pit (Messrs. Houldsworth’s). I am a trapper, I like it very well. I take my dinner
with me and have my dinner when I like. I don’t know how long I have been in the pit. I go to
Sunday School every Sunday.
[He could make out some letters but could read and scarcely knew anything.]

No.27. James Holmes, 13 years old. Examined the same evening.
I drive a horse at No.2 Deep Pit, belonging to the Sheffield coal Company. It is hard work,
because we have to thrust the corves when we come to the pit’s mouth. I first went when I was about
seven years old. I helped my brother to thrust the corves. I was afterwards a trapper and then a
hanger on and now I drive the horse. They generally use us well but they beat us sometimes when
we leave our corves off (i.e. not liking a sufficient number together at a time.) I have been at a
school a bit, and can read but I never tried to write. I go to Sunday School every Sunday and we go
to church in the forenoon. [Repeats the church catechism but had no idea of what inheritor of the
kingdom of Heaven means.] They never explain anything to us at the school. There is only a lad to
teach us. If I’m a good boy I shall go to Heaven when I die. Jesus Christ was a shepherd. He came a
hundred years ago on earth to receive sin. I don’t know who the Apostles were. I must pray in order
to be saved, i.e. to go to Heaven. In the evening of a Sunday I stop in the house and read in the
spelling book. I never play at all, I’ve no time for I’m in the pit at week days.
No.28. William Martin, not 10 years old of the same colliery. Examined February 19th.
I trap two doors. I have been working half a year. I go down into the pit at six and come out at
seven and on Saturdays between six and seven, sometimes its eight. I like it very well but I never see
the daylight except on Sundays. They use me very well. I go to Sunday School. I know my letters
and cannot read. I shall go to Heaven if I am a good boy when I de and go to Hell if I’m a bad boy. I
never heard of Jesus Christ. I’m quite sure of that. I am never ill and I’ve never seen anybody hurt in
the pit.
No.29. John Roper, aged 12 years. Examined February 19th.
I drive a horse in the same pit as the last boy. I like it very well. They use me very well.
Sometimes they beat me when I leave the corves off. I’ve worked in the pit nearly five years. I was a
trapper at first. I’d rather e in the pit than go to school. I can’t read. I’m learning to read and write at
the Sunday School. They teach me at the Sunday School to be good, that I may go to Heaven. Jesus
Christ was here about a hundred years back. They don’t teach me about him in school. I go to
Chapel sometimes, sometimes I have to go and have a walk in the fields on a Sunday. I never play at
pinch or go to see dog’s fight. I hear the boys swear a good deal in the pit, sometimes when the
corves get off the road. I don’t fell tired with my work.
No.30. Joseph Holmes, aged nearly 13 years.
I am an hanger on. I haven’t got to push the corves. I’m tired at night but not so very much. They
use me well. I have caught a cold in the pit which makes me so hoarse. I’m always so in winter. Its
going in four years since I first went into the pit. I go to the Sunday School. I can read. (Rreads
imperfectly). I read of Jesus Christ in the Testament at school. They tell us he was a shepherd. I
don’t know whether its long since or not that he was on earth.
[He repeated the first two answers to the Church Catechisms. When asked said he did not know whether he had had
godfathers or godmothers, or not, didn’t know the meaning of inheritor of the Kingdom of Heaven, said they explained
the Catechism at school about had forgot what they said.]
[The last four witnesses were all hoarse from coal caught in the pit.]
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No.31. James Adams, aged 12 years. Examined 17th. February.
I work in the Intalee. Its three years since I first went into the pit at Intalee. I’m a driver. I don’t
like driving, because when the corves get off the road they’re hard to lift on. I go down into the pit
generally at six an sometimes at four and come out sometimes at six at night and sometimes a little
before. I would rather drive than hurry beacuse they don’t often grease the corves to make them run
easy. Its hard work for some get off the rails. I would rather go to school but I am forced to go into
the pit. I don’t go to the evening school, it is too far. I am not generally too tired, sometimes I am.
We play on Saturdays but no on Sundays. I go to the Sunday School.
[Can read a little. Knows about Jesus Christ and what he came on earth for. Knows about a future state.]

No.32. James Marples, aged 14 years. Examined February 17th.
I work in the Intalee Colliery. I’ve worked between six and seven years. I’ve been a hurrier two
or three years. I go down into the pit at six in the morning and come out at six at night. We don’t go
down earlier. We hurry all day long, sometimes we stop half an hour or ten minutes at a time,
sometimes not. We’ve been kept agate* to day. I am worked hardest in winter we stop a long time in
summer. It tires me a good deal. I hurry with another lad who is going on 19. We stop for dinner
about ten minutes or so. We get it when we’ve a bit of time. We had to eat it as we went to day. It is
true I look pretty well in the face but I’m not so well in the carcase, I go to play sometimes and
sometimes I fetch water when I’ve done work. The hardest work we have is wen the corves get off
the road and when we’ve to hurry the empty corves up hill. I go to Sunday School. I can read a bit in
the spelling book but can’t write. Sometimes they clout us in the pit when aren’t in fault. They don’t
do so often. I’ve heard of a boy drinking oil to have some candles given him. He drank it himself,
they don’t force him, it was at the Intalee Pit.
No.33. Mr. Thomas Peace, aged 53 years, of the firm of Webster and Peace, Hunshelf Bank Coal
Works. Examined February 18th.
We employ seven colliers and even regular hurriers, besides other children that come when they
like as assistants, just to learn. The children are worth nothing less they come at eight or nine years
old. We don’t employ them before and they are no good to us after they are 14 the seam of coal
being only 20 inches thick and the gate not more than two feet high. Of our regular hurriers, four are
boys and three are girls. We never employ a girl under nine years of age and we dismiss them
always at 13. They begin work at six in the morning and leave off at one, if they like to get on with
their work. Their work is hurrying and pushing the corves backwards and forward on a tram road,
and one of them helps his father to get. They hurry with a belt and chain as well as thrust. They are
not tired, but will run about after their work in done. After they get their bellies filled, they become
sleepy and go to bed pretty early. There are as many girls as boys employed about here. There are
six pits in this neighbourhood, all day pits except one. There is very little difference in size. I am
sure the children are well treated. Some can read and some can write. We would not employ them
unless they go to Sunday School, that is with the agreement of the parents. The getters generally
employ their own children. We could not work the pits if children were prevented from coming
before they were nine or ten. A getter ought to get three dozen corves, eight to the dozen for his
day’s work, which the hurrier has to hurry for his day’s work and it would not take a boy more than
four hours to keep on at it. The distance is six score yards each way, from the face to the pit’s mouth.
The corves weigh about one and half cwt. when full.
No.34. Joseph Ramsden, aged 34 years. Examined February 18th., at Hunshelf Bank.
I’ve been a collier the greater part of my life. I work at Jubb’s pit. The seam of coal is about two
feet three inches. There are only eight children at work there. They do nothing but hurry the whole
length of the gate which is 100 yards. Children begin to hurry at 10 to 11 years of age generally.
They go at six in the morning and leave off about three in the afternoon. They hurry all the time and
generally have their dinner when they come out. It isn’t such uncommon hard work. It’s different in
* ‘Kept agate’ means ‘kept going’. The reverse of loitering or leisurely.
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different places. When they go up hill it’s hard work. The corves weigh one and a half cwt. when
they are full. There are lasses worked in some pits about here. I dare say the children are tired at
night, perhaps not extremely so but it’s not easy work. I began to hurry at seven years old. There are
not many girls that hurry about here, I don’t see there is any hurt in children going to work so soon
as they do. There is little ails them. There’s not much black damp in the pits here, There’s plenty of
air in the day pits. The children are not given to bad habits, not much swearing. They get schooling
very well about here. They learn to read and write and go to Sunday School. I have six children of
my own and I don’t mean to put them in the pits at all. Those hurriers that are strong enough to work
we give 1s. a day to.
No.35. Lewis Hattersley, aged 16 years. Examined February 18th., at Hunshelf.
I went to work when I was 13. It isn’t hard work that I do. I hurry. I am not tired when I’ve done
my work. I used to feel tired at night when I first went. I am very well used. I have been at
Bolderstone School before I went to work.
[Can read small words, but not long, one’s, he read the word ‘hereby’ as ‘better.’ He has heard of Jesus Christ, but does
not know whose son he was. Can’t spell ‘horse’ but knows a little of figures.]

No.36. James Marsh, aged 13 years. Examined February 18th.
I am a hurrier. I have been hurrying going on six years. I go at noon and work till eight at night. I
work in Mr. Jubb’s pit. The other boy goes at four in the morning and stays till noon. I worked as
long and longer than first I went. It doesn’t tire me now. It used to. There used to be more water
where I worked before, which made it hard work. I go to Sunday School. I haven’t gone long. We
don’t go to Church.
[Can read monosyllables only.]

No.37. Benjamin Henshaw, aged 71/2 years. Examined February 18th.
Worked as a hurrier in Webster’s Pit. Owing to an impediment in his speech his answers were
unintelligible.
No.38. Harriet Morton. Examined 18th. February.
I am nearly 15 years old and began to work in Webster’s pit when I was going in 10. I’ve always
worked in Webster and Peace’s Pit. I have hurried all the time. I am the oldest girl there. There are
seven irregular hurriers who are girls. I am sure they always hurry the same time, i.e. from six in the
morning till two in the afternoon. Their names are Hannah Hoyle, about 10 years old, Betty
Moorhouse, 9, Sarah Moorhouse, going on 15, Ann Hague, going on 14, Mary Hague, about 10,
Elizabeth Morton, 10 last Sunday and myself. There are six boys who hurry. Two of us is harnessed
with a belt round the waist and a chain comes from the front of the belt and passes betwixt our legs
and is hooked on to the corve and we go along on our hands and feet on all fours. I do so myself and
a little boy pushes behind. We wear trousers always as when you saw us. It doesn’t tire us very
much. The little ones are not tried they haven’t so much to do. We are never ill used. I read when I
go home from my work. I am not tired. I stayed away a week, the last week but one, but that is the
first time I’ve been ill since I went into the pit. I can read. I go to Sunday School and I teach myself
in the evenings besides. I can’t write.
No.39. Ann Hague. Examined February 18th.
I am turned 13 years old. I hurry the same as the last girl in Webster’s Pit. I draw the corve with a
chain and belt. There is a little girl, my sister, who pushed behind. We go at six in the morning and
come away at two in the afternoon. We have our breakfast before we go and take our dinner with us
and get it when we can at the pit, when we’ve a minute to spare. We often stop as much as half an
hour. We don’t feel tired a deal at night but we do a little sometimes. We have 24 corves to go in and
put with every day. Sarah Moorhouse ‘gets’ as well as hurries. She earns 1s. 6d. a day. She gets and
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hurries eight corves a day. I don’t find it very hot in the pit. I don’t ‘like working in the pit so very
well. I would rather not do it. I can read but I cannot write. (She can read.) I go to Sunday School, all
but when I am poorly. Having to pull so hard in the pit makes me poorly sometimes. They teach me
to read in the Testament at the Sunday School. Jesus Christ was the Son of God, but I don’t know
what he came to earth for.

No.40. Mary Hague. Examined February 18th. Hurrier in the same pit as the last witness.
I shall be 110 next May. I don’t like being in the pit so well. I’ve been working there about half a
year. I’ve nothing to do but push, it tires me always. I go to work between nine and 10 in the
morning and leave off at the same time as the other girls. It tires me every day, very near. I go to a
Sunday School and went to day school before I began to work in the pit.

No.41. Mr. William Jubb, owner of the coal pit at Hemshelf Bank, and publican about 40 years of
age. Examined February 18th.
He depones:- I think it would be impossible to heighten the gates in the pits so as to use ponies in
them for hurrying because of the expense. It would not pay to have a pony even though the gates
would admit it. We could not contrive to do without children at all, that I can see of. I am not an
advocate of having girls to hurry in the pits. There are people in this neighbourhood which can’t do
without their children working in the pits. If they go to the Union for relief, the Boards says, “you
must get a job for your children at Mr. Jubb’s or Mr. Webster’s coal pits and let them work, girls as
well as boys.” I don’t think it hurts them to work in the pits. They run about after they have done
their work and don’t seem tired. There was a fever about here a few years since and those that
worked in the pits did not have it. We don’t consider it bad work for children in this coal. I don’t
think it makes girls impudent. I had a servant girl live with me who was as well behaved as possible
and she had worked in the pits. They don’t get ill treated. I pay the hurriers myself in my own pit. It
would be an injury to the parents to prevent children from working, before they were 11 or 12 years
old.
No.42. Mr. William Goodison, under ground steward of the Elsecar Collieries belonging to Earl
Fitzwillam. Examined February 19th.
The children go down into the pits at half past six in the morning and work till five in the
afternoon. The trappers are from nine to 10 year sold and they begin to drive the horses. Two go
with one horse to guide the corves when they come to pass by places. When they are 12 or 13 they
begin to jenny. They have nothing to do but hook and unhook the corves and push them a few yards.
At 16 or 17 they begin to fill the corves and hurry together. The full corves weigh nine and half cwt.
If boys are younger than 16 or 17, two of them together. I think that they are not worked harder than
their strength will admit of without injury. I believe it would be quite impossible to dispense with the
work of children till they were 11 years old. I think that age quite early enough. I am of the opinion
that any child hurrying under 11 years old would injure its health and strength. All the boys in our
collieries are under the control of the manager and are paid by him. There is not sufficient education
among the children. Some have none at all. They don’t go at all regularly to the Sunday School,
though there is nothing to prevent them. Half an hour is allowed for breakfast and an hour for dinner
regularly every day. The morals of the children are pretty fair upon the whole, and swearing is not
allowed or know of in the pit. I am of the opinion that it is quite practicable to substitute some
simple mechanism for opening and closing the trap doors, instead of employing boys for that
purpose. I think the Davy lamps do more harm than good for they are sometimes used to save the
trouble of proper ventilation which ought always to be adopted as a preservative against firedamp.
The following are the wages which are paid to the boys according to their different employments.
Jenny boys, 2s. 6d. a day, 2nd. class, 2s., 3rd. class, 1s. 6d., horse boys, 1s. 2d. under boys and trap
door boys 10d. per day.
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No.43. John Kay, aged 10 years. Examined, February 19th., while at work in the Jump Pit,
Elsecar.
I’ve been in the pit five months, I guide the corves and go with the horse. It doesn’t tire me much.
I don’t know whether I’d rather be down here or go to school but I think I’d rather be here. I go to
Sunday School and can read in a book.
No.44. Charles Evans, aged 15 years. Examined February 19th., in the Jump Pit.
I’ve been five years in the pit. I’ve been jennying five years, It doesn’t tire me very much but it
tires me sometimes. I come at six in a morning but I don’t know what time I go out of the pit at
night. It was light last night when I went out but it is not so in general. I can read. I like being in the
pit well enough but I’d rather be out all the same for that. I don’t often get beaten.
No.45. Samuel Hirst, aged 9 years 4 months, Examined February 19th., in the Jump Pit.
I’ve been in the pit ever since last Christmas. I like it middling. I sit by myself. I never get a light.
I sit all day long and never do any thing except open and shut the door. I get my dinner in the pit. I
would rather go to school than be down here. It’s only sometimes that they paid me. They are very
good to me generally. I go to the Sunday School now and can read in the “Reading Made Easy.” I
can’t write. When I go home at night I play. I am not tired.
No.46. The Rev. Wm. Irving, incumbent of Bolsterstone in the parish which Webster’s Pit is
situated.
He depones that here there are five girls from 10 years old to 13, three girls from 13 to 14
employed as hurriers, 28 in dragging the coals out of the mines. There are also 11 boys from 91/2 to
13, six boys from 13 to 14, employed as above. They generally begin to work at the age of 10 years.
They work about 8 hours a day. I believe they are all well treated. I never heard any complaints from
the children or their parents to the contrary. As to their clothing, no objection can be made to that of
the boys but it is indeed painful to see girls for they can scarcely be distinguished from boys whilst
at work in trousers. They are certainly the most convenient dress. You are aware, I believe, that they
attach themselves to the corves by a belt put over the loins and a rope or chain passed between their
legs and that from the thinness of the seam of coal they are compelled to go on all fours. Their diners
are generally taken to them in the pit. They take other meals at home. I believe they are very well
fed. They, on average, do not work more than five days in the week. They have plenty of time for
recreation. Their general health cannot be better. They are liable to no complaint from which other
children are exempt. Their employment is certainly healthy not have I ever heard of any coal pit
accident to them at the pit. Their parents receive the profits of their labour amounting to from 8d. to
1s. per day. They are not apprenticed. As to their mental and moral condition, they are not worse
than the children employed in other occupations except that they are more addicted to making use of
rough language and several, I am grieved to say, use profane swearing. They are all, with very few
exceptions, attend a Sunday School and are instructed by voluntary teachers and taken to a place of
public worship every Sunday. Education in Sunday Schools is confined to reading and instruction in
the Scriptures. Deficiency in their children may mainly be attributed to the indifference of their
parents. There is an endowed school, free to all children born and resident in the charley of
Bolsterstone, a Sunday School belonging to the Establishment, another connected with the
Dissenters and a Dame’s School, the terms of which are about 2d. per week. Reading, writing and
common arithmetic are taught in the free school. The teacher is competent, but does not give that
satisfaction that I could like him to do. He does not keep pace with the modern improvement in
education. Out of 25 children employed in the mine, 6 can read fluently, 2 write also, 13 read
imperfectly and 6 cannot read.
No.47. Dr. Favell, M.D., of Sheffield. Examined 23rd.
He depones that the coal pits are not in his opinion, more unhealthy than workshops, where they
are well ventilated and the children are not overworked or kept in a constrained position of body but
he is of the opinion that where children (especially female children) are harnessed to corves and
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where the seam is so low that they are forced to go on their hands and feet, and where the ventilation
is also not good, the occupation must necessarily be prejudicial to their health. There is not more
unhealthiness, generally speaking, among colliers than others but many of them, are ruptured, nor is
this any means uncommon amongst lads arising, in all probability, from over exertion. There are no
other diseases which can be instanced as appertaining peculiarly to colliers.
No.48. Joseph Cooper, under ground steward Park Gate Deep Pit, Rawmarsh. Examined 24th
February.
He depones that they youngest children in their pits are from 10 to 11 years of age. They drive
horses at first or help the drivers and run among. and are like the footmen to them and if they don’t
do right, the chief drivers punish them but we don’t allow ant ill usage or bad language. We have not
many jenniers. We have seven or eight hurriers which are about 18 and they fill as well as hurry.
Some boys help the getters.
No.49. James Carr, aged nearly 18 years. Examined February 24th. in Deep Pit, Rawmarsh.
I fill and hurry. I have been above six years in the pit. I began to fill and hurry three years since. It
is not hard work unless there is far to go. It tires me a good deal at night. It’s bad work both to fill
and hurry when we are kept agate long. This is not oft. I can read a little but can’t write. I don’t go to
Sunday School, nor to Church. I walk about on Sundays.
No.50. George Glossop, aged 12 years last Christmas. Examined, February 24th., in Deep Pit,
Rawmarsh.
I have been two and half years in the pit. I help fill and hurry and am always tired at night when
I’ve done. I have never been badly but I always come to the pit when I am badly. I’d rather be in the
pit than at school. I can read in the Testament an can wrote. I don’t know whose son Jesus Christ
was but he was nailed on a cross. I don’t know when he came to earth for.
No.51. Mr. John Barber, coal master. Examined February 24th at his pit near Rawmarsh.
I don’t employ children myself. Each collier employs whoever he likes. I have two pits. The vein
of coal in this pit is four feet thick at a depth of about 19 yards and in the other the seam is 28 inches
thick. We hurry with men and boys. They work whatever time they like except when trade if bad and
then we stint them. I don’t suppose the children are overworked or ill used but I exercise no control
over them. I merely pay the men for the coal which they bring to the bank.
No.52. Moses Kay, under ground steward to Mr. Barber, examined at the same time with
foregoing witness.
He states that the children work for the getters who bring whose children they like. They hurry,
one to a corve. The generally push them along and where there is no tram road, they have a belt and
chain and run on before on their feet and hands. They go to the pit between six and seven in a
morning. They have their dinners in the pit at 12 o’clock and have no regular time of taking them but
they generally stop an hour. They come out at five in the evening. This winter we have worked at
night and have had a fresh set of hands who work from seven in the evening to five the next
morning. We take all ages. We never ask them their age. The men bring who they like. They can’t
do with children under nine but they come at all ages after that. The coal is not so very easy
working. It is hard work hurrying but the corves are pretty light. They are all tired at night. This is
chiefly when the coal is 30 inches thick and the gates 32 or 33 inches high. In this pit they are much
higher. The coal is four feet thick. We have about 14 boys in the shallow pit, seven at night and
seven by day. We have no girls here in our pits. I wish they would stop their having girls elsewhere.
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No.53. James Cousins. Examined February 24th.
I am going on 14. I’ve been working going on three years. I work in the thin pit for my brother. I
hurry on the pit. I never get or fill or help to fill. I push the corves along the tram road and pull them
after me at the bank faces where it’s lower. It’s a holiday today. I find it middling hard work. It
tiresome at night in my back and shoulders and all over. I’d rather be at school. I can read but I can’t
write. I go to the pit between six and seven in the morning and cone out at night. We never wait at
all while we hurry. We have no time to rest and no time to play. I’ve never been badly since I’ve
been in the pit.
No.54. John Brammall, aged 34 years, warehouseman. Examined February 25th.
I went to work in Grayson’s Pit at Bolsterstone which is near Hemshelf Bank when I was nine
years old and remained there till I was about 27 with the exception of about 10 months. I used to
draw the corves on my hands and feet with a belt fastened round my waist and a chain passing
between my legs. It was hard work when I went any distance and I have gone as much as 10 miles in
a day. A girl worked in the pit at the same time, and exactly in the same way and I am aware that
girls were commonly worked in that way a little while ago in the same neighbourhood but I have left
the place and the trade eight years. I am entirely opposed to girls working in the pits, because it is a
since of great temptation to immorality. Their fatigue will depend in a great measure on the character
and disposition of the collier who will sometimes help a weak hurrier by filling for her. They are
often over tired with the work but I am not aware that it injures them. The girls generally give over
hurrying at 14 and then leave the pit. The height of the gates where they hurry is from 22 to 26
inches. The main gates are now somewhere higher. I think the children by means of the Sunday
School and the free school, will mostly learn to read. I think the reason why girls are employed is
because the colliers like to have the children more under their command and bring their own girls in
preference to employing other people’s boys.
No.55. George Widowson, aged 111/2 years. Examined 24th. February, in Park Gate Pit,
Rawmarsh.
I help drive the horse and open the doors. I like it very well. The work does not hurt me but it
tires me sometimes. I don’t go to an evening school because I am tired when my work is done. I get
my supper and go to bed. I can read and wrote and I go to Sunday School and to Church. They use
me pretty well.
No.56. Isaac Lamburn. Examined 24th., in the same pit as the last witness.
I am near 11 years old. I drive the horse but my work does not tire me. I come to work between
six and seven and leave at five. I have half an hour for breakfast and an hour for dinner. I have been
working for two years and opened a door at first. I don’t like my work. I would rather be at school. I
have been at school. I can read in the Testament and can write.
No.57. Mark Davy, aged 15. Examined February 25th. in Mr. George Chamber’s Pit, High Green
near Chapel Town, at the bank face.
I have been getting for four months. I find it hard work and it makes me tired. I like it very well
and would as soon have it as any trade I could be put to. I can read and write.
No.58. Thomas Brammit, aged 14. Examined in the same pit, February 25th.
I fill and do nothing else except sometimes I tram down a bit. I find it hard work, and it tires me.
I’d rather be at school than here.
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No.59. George Brammit. Examined February 25th.
I work in Messrs. Newton and Chamber’s shallow pit. I am about 10 years old. I hurry along the
level and up the board gates. There is always some to help me. We go into the pit mostly at five in
the morning and come out sometimes before five in the evening, We dine at 12 and stop a quarter of
an hour and more sometimes and then I go and help fill a corve but the pit stops an hour. I don’t fill
at other times. It isn’t hard work hurrying and it doesn’t tire me at night. I like being there, I’d rather
beta school. I don’t know how long I’ve been in the pit. I go to a Sunday School regularly every
Sunday. I can read in the “Reading Made Easy.” They teach me to write. Jesus Christ came to earth
to save sinners. I don’t know what death he dies. I know I must pray to be saved.
No.60. Andrew Roger, aged 17 years. Examined February 25th.
I work for my father who is an undertaker in the same pit as the last witness. I get and have been
getting, two years. I find it very hard work indeed. It tires me very much. I can hardly get washed of
a night till nine o’clock, I am so tired. My father always tells me what I am to get. I and another boy
have to get 35 corves a day. Each corve holds nearly 4 cwt. of coal. The bank where I work is 27
inches sometimes it’s very bad for chokedamp and we can hardly keep a light in. Sometimes I can
hardly get my breath and it is often hot. We work from five in the morning till nearly five in the
evening and have bout ten minutes for dinner. I have not been off my work through illness for four
months and I had a pain in my head. I can’t read. I know my letters that’s all.
No.61. John Chappel, aged 42 years. Examined February 25th.
I work at Messrs. Newton and Chamber’s pit. I began as a collier before I was eight years old.
About Stainbro’ lads go into the pits far too early in the morning at two or three o’clock. That hurts
their health a good deal. This practice wants to be stopped and the hours of work regulated. I believe
it would not do any harm to prevent children from coming into pits until they are 11 years old.
Perhaps, where a man had a young family he might fond it hurt him not to send them a little sooner.
I am sure children work too long hours in the pits here. They work generally 11 hours and have 20
minutes for dinner. I am sure if I say 20 minutes, it is quite as much as they have one time with
another. Nine hours is quite enough for any child to work, including their meals. The children get
plenty to eat. They have enough good milk porridge and bread for breakfast. For dinner they have a
bit of warm Yorkshire or batter pudding and generally a bit of meat or bacon and bread or potatoes.
Some have beer and cheese when they come out of the pit at five o’clock but when they’ve had a
cold dinner, they have some warm meat and potatoes. They have milk porridge for supper before
they go to bed. They are. generally speaking, well fed but have more work than they ought to have.
There is a disposition among the parents to educate their children and to send them to night schools
but I do not think many go there. The children want education very much and the Sunday School is
the best way they have of learning. There was a day school kept lately by Mr. West but there are few
go there. He is the most talented man in these parts and when anything is lost the people go to him to
know where to find it. One or two people have been lost and he has told where the bodies would be
found. I remember one case where he said a body would be found on some sand and so it was.
No.62. Friendly Brammell. Examined February 25th.
I work in Mr, George Chamber’s pit. I am half turned eleven. I have been a few months in the pit.
I tram down the level but not to the bank face. I do nothing else. I go down into the pit at half past
six in the morning and come out at five in the evening. I always have my dinner in the pit. I stop
about a quarter of an hour to eat and than I go to hurry again. I does not tire me a great deal. I tram
by myself both empty and loaded corves, the empty ones up hill and the loaded ones down hill but
there is a bit of a hill to go with the loaded corves but it is not far. We stop a bit now and then when
we are waiting. I have been to a Sunday School and go now. I can read in the “Reading Made Easy.”
They don’t teach me a deal about religion. The teach me a bit of the Catechism. I was at another pit
before. I drove Galloway. They treat me very well.
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No.63. Daniel Drenchfield. Examined February 25th., at the same time as the last witness.
I am going on 10 but I don’t know when my birthday is. It’s not a years since I first went into the
pit. I tram like the former boy. It tires me a bit. I am more tires in the forenoon than at night, it
makes my back ache. I work all day, the same as the other boy. I rest me when I go home at night. I
never go out to play at night. I get my supper and go to bed. I have been to Sunday School and go to
one every Sunday at Wortley. I can read “Reading Made Easy.” They teach me religion. God made
the world but I don’t know who Jesus Christ was or whether he died on earth or not. It’s not the
clergyman but a master that teaches us. We learn spelling. I know I shall go to hell if I am not a good
boy. I never learnt writing. Twice ten is twenty but I don’t know what three times ten is. I don’t
know whether London is the biggest town in England or not. I like the pit sometimes but not in
summer when it’s too hot for me.
[This boy repeated the Catechism but had not the least idea what “inheritor of the Kingdom of Heaven” meant, nor had
he any notion of the meaning of what he repeated.]

No.64. John Chambers, Esq., of the firm of Newton, Chambers and Co., Thorncliffe Iron Works
and Colliery. Examined February 25th.
He deposed that the hours of working the pit are from six in the morning to five in the afternoon
which the (the masters) do not allow to be exceeded. The men used to exceed these hours very
much, and sent the children into the pit much earlier until they were kept out by means of doors
being fixed at the foot rail which are kept locked until the proper time of going to work. Work will
begin at half past six. They have a full hour allowed for dinner but it is possible that this meal time
may be abridged by the contractors leaving the men and boys to themselves earlier than they ought.
The contractors ought to take care for the work is properly done so that there should be an hour
allowed for dinner. Each bank is placed under the of a contractor who is himself a collier. The boys
are generally worked pretty hard but they (the masters) have, however, made regulations to prevent
the contractors from overworking the children. The education of the children is very deficient. The
earliest age at which the children go to work in the pits is about nine but they go more generally at
ten. They drive first, and hurry afterwards which is hard work. Horses are used where to is
practicable. The board gates vary in length, the longest being 120 yards and the shortest 4 yards.
They work the coal both up and down but a horse always hurries the full corves up hill. They (the
masters) always endeavour as to prevent children from working at too early an age.
No.65. Reuben Rogers, aged 37 years. Examined 26th., in an ironstone pit at Thorcliffe,
belonging to Messrs. Newton, Chambers and Co.
It’s hard getting. The lads who tram have hard work. They begin to do this at 13. They begin
work at eight in the morning and leave off at five in the afternoon. They stop three quarters of an
hour for dinner. This boy, Abraham Hague helps me a bit in filling and breaking the bits of stone.
It’s not his regular business to do this. I think the time boys work full long.
No.66. Abraham Hague, Examined February 26th., in the same pit as the last witness.
I am turned 13. I tram and help to fill. I don’t often help to get. I was helping to get today when
you saw me beacuse there was no tramming to do. I come to work sometimes at seven an sometimes
an hour and sometimes three quarters of an hour. The corves come in sometimes sooner than the
hour and then we begin to work sooner. We leave the pit at four or half past four or five in the
afternoon. The work tires me only sometimes. I am tired in my back and in my legs and at times in
both. I have been in the pit two years. I’ve trammed a year. I drove a galloway at first. Filling is
generally the hardest work. I fill only when I like. I often stop for a minute or two when I’m
tramming. I was badly with the mumps for a week once but not at any other time. I go to a Sunday
School and to Chapel. I can read and write.
No.67. George Shaw, aged 59 years. Examined February 26th.
I am under ground steward of three coal pits and three iron mines besides nine small iron gin pits,
belonging to the Thorncliffe Company. I went into the coal pit at nine years old. Children go to work
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in the coal pits to drive galloways and tent doors. These boys are hired as the Company and
employed by them directly. The trammers and getters on the contrary, are employed and paid by the
undertaker. The undertaker is a collier himself and works as such. he contracts to work a bank and
produce the coal as so much per ton which he delivers at the bottom of his own board gate with his
own trammers. There will be ten or eleven undertakers in a coal pit in which there are 60 men and
boys employed altogether. The undertakers have the entire control of the lads they employ as
trammers except as to the hours of commencing and leaving off work. We were obliged to have
doors put at the mouths of the foot rails about five years ago in order to prevent the undertakers
working the lads before six in the morning. Previous to that being done they used to come to work at
three and four or just when they had a mind. They cannot nor work the lads before six in the
morning or after five in the evening. There is one pit still of thin coal where there is no door and
some of the lads are put to work sooner than the time before mentioned by some of the undertakers
who will put their own children on before the proper hour. They can’t make other people’s children
go before the proper time, but they do their own. In this pit of thin coal we have four undertakers or
contractors and 25 men and boys in all. The undertakers give their boys what time they please for
meals. I can’t say what time they give for dinner. Sometimes a quarter of an hour sometimes 20
minutes and perhaps sometimes 45 minutes. Our own lads i.e. the drivers and the door lads have a
whole hour for their dinner. Some of the undertakers or contractors do very little themselves, but let
the lads do the work for them. Rodger, the father of the lad you examined last night is an undertaker
and he is the worst we have for overworking the lads. We have none so bad as he is. We have no
control over him. This is the system of working in the immediate neighbourhood, viz. that of the
proprietors letting the banks in the pits to the undertakers or contractors. generally speaking, the lads
are used in a middling way. Those colliers who have got their own children at work with them is
them worse than the others. I am quite sure of this. Where the lads are hired by the undertaker, they
will stick up for themselves and will not work more than the time agreed on but where the
undertakers employ their own children they can make them do as they like. There is no beating of
the lads, except by their own fathers. In each if the iron pits there is but one undertaker who
contracts to bring the ironstone out from the pit and deliver it at the mouth. He pays all the persons
employed in the pit. Whether men or boys. The lads are used better in the iron pits on this account
than in the coal pits. There is not so much overworking in the iron pits as in the coal pits. In the iron
pits, if the lads are pretty strong they will begin to get at 16 years old, if not at 17 or 18. Some lads
are employed in some of the pits in filling before they get, beginning at 13 and filling up to 16 when
they begin to get. During this age they will be learning from time to time to get, and so will the
trammers. In the iron pits they go in at eight in the nothing and come out at five in the afternoon.
These shorter hours are owing to an usage of long existing, for 50 years or more, and not because it
is harder work on the whole than in the coal pits. We have no ironstone thinner than four feet. I
believe there are a few lads in the pit here but what can read. They mostly go to the Sunday School.
Their morals are better here than in many of the collieries and I have worked in them in Lancashire,
Staffordshire and Derbyshire. There is not so much bad language and not a tenth of the swearing
there used to be.
If a law was passed preventing the labour of children in pits till they were 11 years old, I think it
would be better for the master, because of the lads of that age would be more able to work and
would be come better men and more valuable to their employers. It would be better or the children
because they would perhaps get more schooling. I think it would be better in every respect for the
small masters as well as the large ones. They would have perhaps to make their gates a little higher.
I think a relay system would be a great detriment to collieries. We should have to draw them out
twice a day and it would be a great inconvenience and bad for the masters. It would be a much better
system to limit the hours to nine per day and for the undertakers to remain all the time and work
themselves. I think nine hours a day is plenty long enough for a pit to work and this would be better
for the children, the man and the horses. There are many pits where they will be in above 12 hours at
present. The parents who are poor might suffer by such a limitation, but not generally.
No.68. Daniel Dearden, aged 54 years. Examined February 26th.
I work for the Thorncliffe Company. I began work in their iron pits when I was 12 years old. I
have never been overworked myself and I think the children are not generally overworked in the iron
pits in this neighbourhood. The lads who work in the ironstone pits are generally healthy. I never
saw an undertaker overwork the lads in this neighbourhood. The lads begin tramming at 10 or 11
years old at easy jobs. They stop nearly half an hour for dinner and they play some part of the time
and sometimes they’ll bring us a light but the never fill. If you get them to bring a pick to you during
the dinner hour you must give them a very nice word. Nine hours is quite enough for the lads or men
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to work in the pits. Many of the lads go to a night school and a Sunday School. I very seldom see a
lad now who can’t take up a book and read it. There is a deal of difference in respect of swearing.
They are generally more cultivated, well behaved and moral than they used to be.
No.69. Martin Stanley. Examined 26th., at Thorncliffe.
I am going on 16. I don’t know my birthday. I tram in the pit. I have only trammed three weeks. I
was in the gin pits at first and went at seven years old and trammed for Messrs. Graham, of Milton in
their ironstone pit. I used to pull back going down hill. The gates are one and half yards. I was there
three or four years. I liked the work very well after I’d been at it a little while. I tram by myself and
find it very hard work. It tires me in my legs and shoulders every day, I have been tramming for 11
months, I don’t mind being tired. They stint us to so many corves to get out in the day. It’s the fillers
who fix the numbers and sometimes they give us more in order to get more wages for themselves.
On Tuesdays and Wednesdays at the end of each fortnight they give us most to do. Once a fortnight
we have a half holiday and sometimes a whole one to makeup for the overwork we do on Tuesdays
and Wednesdays. They behave pretty well to me and don’t beat me. The work doesn’t make me ill.
We stop about half an hour one time and another for dinner. Sometimes we don’t stop as much. I
never do anything else besides tramming. I have got 52 corves to tram today but I shall leave off at
five, whether the stint is done or not.
I went one winter to night school. I have milk and bread for breakfast and meat or bacon and
bread for my dinner. I have porridge when I come put of the pit and potatoes or sometimes pudding
for my supper. I’d rather go to the school than go in the pit because them I should learn to read and
write.
[This boy reads very imperfectly and can’t write. He repeats the Catechism very fairly but can’t tell what the “inheritor
of the Kingdom of Heaven” means. He say that they do explain to him what it means at school but he forgets before
Sunday comes again. He answered extremely we as to explain scriptural doctrines. He doesn’t know who the Disciples
and the Apostles were and says they never explain to him what he read in the Testament. He does not know what 5 times
6 makes. He knows that 22 pence is 1s. 10d. and that 40 pence of 3s. 4d.]

No.70. George Shaw, Examined February 26th, at Thorncliffe.
I was 11 on the 20th. December. I drive the galloway in the ironstone pit. I like my work very
well and it does’t tire me much. I can read and write and I have been to a day school. I have been
going to Sunday school ever since I can recollect anything. They explain things sometimes but I
forget what they say. Forty seven pence of 3s. 11., eight one pence is 6s. 7d.
[This boy has read in the Testament but says he hasn’t heard of Jesus Christ and can’t say anything about him. He heard
well and has a good knowledge of the multiplication table but no knowledge of spelling. He doesn’t kow which is the
biggest town in England.]

No.71. George Norburn, pit steward to Mr. Swann, of Chapeltown. Examined March 3rd.
I have the management of 13 ironstone pits. Not many of the boys go to them under 10 years old.
I don’t know one in the ironstone pits. I think all the people employed in the ironstone pits begin
work at eight in the morning but they may go down half an hour before. They dine at 12 and stop for
an hour for dinner. They come out about five in the afternoon. They go down by gins and at what
time they like in the morning. Sometimes they go at five o’clock but then they leave off
proportionately early. Each pit is worked by an undertaker who works himself like the others. He
contracts to bring the ironstone to the bank (i.e. the pit’s mouth) at so much per ton and he employed
all the men and boys and controls and pays them. If the men or boys are very rude to severely
treated, then I should interfere to prevent it. It is very seldom that ill usage occurs in these pits. The
work is moderately hard. The youngest boys tram along the rails. The loaded corves weigh from one
and a half to two hundred weight. They tram the loaded corves both up and down but chiefly down.
The rise is only 1 in 10 or 12. The boys have half an hour’s stoppages during the day exclusive of
dinner time. There are a few cases of overworking. I have known boys leave when they were not
well treated. There is, properly speaking, not more than one bank face, which is worked up hill
altogether so that the loaded corves have to be hurried down hill. The only rise is in the main gates
where it occurs. The average height of the main gates is four feet, and in the board gates they run
from four to six feet. There is not a great deal of swearing or bad language in the pits. If the
Government would enable the parents to keep the children it would be a good thing to prevent the
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children going into the pits till they were 13 years old and to send them to school instead till that age
but a s things are they can’t afford to keep them till they are 10 or 11. There are many who go to
drive the gin horses outside the pit before they are eight years old.
What education they receive is generally in Sunday School but many go to day schools. I think
three fourths can read and one third perhaps can write. Very little is learnt in the evening schools.
The boys are wearied and not disposed to go. They would rather when it’s light and fine in the
summer time, go out to play when they are not too tired.
No.72. John Brook. Examined March 3rd., at Mr. Swann’s ironstone pit.
I am 17 1/2 years. I have worked ever since I was eight years old, always at ironstone pits. I drove
the gin outside a year first. I have trammed and banked and holed and all. The hardest work is
getting and holing. I have done this more than a tear and half regularly. The hurrying tired me very
much. It tired my back. The holing tires my arms. We go generally at eight and come out at five. We
stop an hour at dinner and sit the hole time. I’ve never been so tired as to be badly and I can always
eat when I can get it.
I can’t read. I didn’t g to Sunday School now. I go to Chapel. I haven’t had any education except
at Sunday School. I haven’t been much there. Jesus Christ was the Son of God and died by being
crucified to save sinners.
They make us keep agate in the pit but they don’t give us too much to do. We work by the day
and not by the piece. The boys don’t get ill used.
No.73. William Froggatt, under ground steward at Hagg’s colliery, belonging to Mr. Swann.
Examined March 3rd.
Each collier employs his own hurriers who assist him in filling and jennying and bringing the
coals to the pit shaft. The boys are very well used here. They go done at six in the morning. They
stop generally at 12 for an hour for dinner but they sometimes help the men during the time. They
hurry entirely throughout the pit. There are no horses. There is a rise of 1 in 10 in the board gates
and the corves are let down by a jenny. The boys who hurry are entirely controlled by the men who
employ them. They are usually well treated but sometimes they get a little over worked. The parents
are not at all the best towards their own children. There is very little difference in that respect in this
pit. If they were to beat the boys, I should turn them off. The trappers are employed by us and not by
the men. There are not many who ail in health. It is not usual for colliers to be ruptured. I have
known as many ruptured out of the pit as in. We have none here.
It would do great harm to a man who had a large family to prevent a lad from opening a door or
being in the pit till he is 11 years old. A man can get 6d. a day for his child just opening a door. I
could get a mechanical contrivance to open trap doors by the passing of the corves without anybody
being employed to open them. The children come at seven or eight years old to be trappers.
There are not many lads who can read well. The parents cannot afford education. The corves
weigh fine hundred weight when loaded. The lads have not to hurry loaded corves up hill. There are
five thin coal pits where the seam will be from 26 to 28 inches. The gates are about 36 inches and
bank faces 26 or 28 inches. In these they draw the corves along on a sledge with the belt and chain
round their bodies and go along o their hands and feet. They go in this way about 30 yards. They
thrust along the gates on trams. The children are harder worked in these pits and are well tired at
night. Not many fall ill. They work from seven to five. They have harder work and yet work an hour
longer than in the ironstones pits. Few who have been accustomed to work in ironstone pits will
stand this work. They won’t stand belting.
No.74. Patrick Kiltride. Examined in Mr. Swann’s coal pit at Chapeltown. March 3rd.
I shall be 12 years old next Monday but one. I hurry. I have been in the pit about a years. I used to
go about begging before. I go to work sometimes at five in the morning and sometimes at six. I have
my dinner at twelve o’clock and they generally stop half an hour but sometimes only ten minutes
when we help a man to fill a corve. We leave at four in the afternoon and sometimes at three. I hurry
along the main gate about 250 yards. It’s level. Another boy hurries with me and I leather him
sometimes. I sometimes get leathered myself. I ain’t leathers much. I think I sometimes deserve it
but not always. Sometimes my work tires me but I’ve never been badly. I like my work middling
well. I’d rather be in the pit than beg. They wouldn’t keep me of I went to school but I’d rather go
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there than be in the pit. I think the boys get well used in the pit generally. I can’t read but I go to
Sunday School. I learn a book with a, b, abs in it. I know about religion and Christ and how he died.
I shall go to hell if I’m not a good boy and if I am I shall go to heaven.
No.75. Henry Goddard. Examined at the same time as the last witness.
I was 10 years old last Christmas. I attend a trap door. I sit in the dark generally but sometimes
they give me a light. Sometimes I get three bits of candles a day, sometimes none. The corves pass
sometimes every five minutes. I sometimes walk about two or three yards. I doesn’t make me tired. I
like being down in the pit but I’d as lieve be at school. I can’t read but I have been at a day school
once. I left off when I came to the pit two years ago. I don’t go to Sunday School. I run about on
Sundays I reckon. I’ve no mother and my father never sends me to school. I go sometimes. I don’t
know my a, b, ab. I learnt a, b, c at school God made the world. I don’t know who was the son of
God. I am sure that I am not telling any lies.
No.76. Mrs. Beaver aged about 50. Examined 1st. March at Rawmarsh.
I have boy who will be 11 next August and who works in Mr. Barber’s pit. Its not long since he
began hurrying. He has a belt round him I believe. They go on hands and feet to draw the corves
because the gates are so low. He goes now one week at night and one week in the day but they don’t
work any more at night because they have got another pit. He goes at betwixt five and six at night
and comes out at five in the morning, sometimes before. He takes supper with him. When he works
by day he gets there from six to seven and stops perhaps eight, none or ten hours, just as it happens.
They never work regularly a week through. He is a very fine, strong boy and does not seem very
much tired with his work. He can read in the spelling book. He has about 3s. or 4s. a week,
according to the work they do,
No.77. Isaac Beaver. Examined March 1st., at Rawmarsh.
I am going on 12. I work in Barber’s thin coal pit. I hurry. The gates are almost 20 inches, We
pull the corves with a great and belt from the bank faces down to the tram way and then we thrust
them along. I work at night every alternate week. I like it well enough. They use me well and they
never leather us. It does not tire me at all. I’d rather be in the pit than at school. I go to Sunday
School always. I read “Reading Made Easy”. I have learnt religion pretty well. I don’t know who
Jesus Christ was. I never heard of him. I’ve learnt the Church Catechism but I don’t know it all. I
don’t know what is the largest town in England. Three times ten is twenty. I know God made the
world. I often hear a good deal of swearing and bad words in the pit. There is one man that leathers
me.
No.78. Charles Hoyle. Examined March 1st., at the same place as the last witness.
I was 13 last January. I work in the thin coal pit. I have been there for three years. I hurry, the
same as the former witness. I find it very hard work. We work at night one week in the day the other.
It tires me very much sometimes. We go at six in the morning and come away between five and six
in the evening and when we work at night we go between five and six in the evening and some away
about five in the morning. We have just time to get our dinners. We don’t get beat very often but we
do sometimes. It tires us most in the legs especially when we have to go on our hands and feet. I fill
as well as hurry. I work for Samuel Naylor who makes me work as much as he likes. He does not
often beat me. He gives my mother what I earn and I don’t know how much it is. I can read in the
Testament and I go to Sunday School. Jesus Christ was the Son of God and came to earth to save
sinners. He was crucified. Sinners ought to pray to God. Apostles had to preach the Gospel. I don’t
know what seven times six is. 22 pence of 1s. 10d., 34 pence is 3s. London is the biggest town in
England but I don’t know what is the biggest town in France. I’d rather go to school than stay in the
pit.
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No.79. Rev. Mr. Hand, one of Her Majesty’s Justices of the Peace and incumbent of Handsworth.
Examined March 9th.
He depones:- I think the morals of the young persons and children employed in pits are worse
than those of the agricultural labourers because the example of the parents is bad. Compared with
farm labourers they drink more. There are in Handsworth two public houses and three beer houses.
The latter have been established within the last five years. To a certain extent Sabbath breaking
prevails but the parish is generally very orderly and the church is well attended and likewise the
Chapel of Ease at Gledness. The morals of the colliers are decidedly superior to those of artisans in
the towns. I think there is not much hard working of children in the pits and they appear generally
healthy.
There is an excellent endowed school in the parish. This is well attended but not after 11 years of
age by collier’s children. I am decidedly of the opinion that it is advisable to prevent children on the
average from working in the pits till they are 12 years old. There are 200 children attend the three
Sunday Schools at Handsworth, Woodhouse and Gledless.
No.80. Mr William Hopwood, agent of Barnsley New Colliery.
He depones that eight of the usual age at which children begin to work as trappers. They begin at
six or seven in the morning and they leave from three to five p.m. They next commence hurrying at
about 10 years old. They begin at 16. They hurry both along the main gates and the board gates at
Barnsley but few animals are used in the pits of Barnsley. I do not think the children are hard
worked or much oppressed. It is the common practice all round this neighbourhood for undertakers
to contract to work each bank, board gate of level and to fill, hurry and deliver the coal at the bottom
of the shaft at so much per dozen corves. Sometimes three or four men undertake banks between
then. These undertakers employ boys to fill and hurry for them. They pay them what wages they like
and the masters of the pit and the under ground steward have no control whatever over them. In most
pits around Barnsley, girls are employed in trapping and in hurrying. They do the same work as the
boys and lave the pits at 16 or 17 years old. They are generally employed by their own parents and
under their own control. I think no bad result ensues to their morals on their health. They generally
work in boy’s clothes, but nor always. There would be great difficulty in obtaining a sufficient
number of boys for hurrying, especially as numbers are employed in weaving when trade is good.
Boys are apt to leave the pits to go and weave.
No.81. John Rawson, collier aged 40. Examined March 9th.
I work in Mr. Sorby’s Pit, Handsworth. I think children are worked over much sometimes. They
hurry from seven in the morning till five in the evening. They have an hour for their dinner. I am
suffering from an accident.
No.82. Abraham Ashton. Examined 10th. March at Dingworth, near Stannington.
I am going on 11. I went into he pit (Messrs. Ibbotson’s gin pit) about a years and half ago and
hurried from the first. I go down at eight in the morning and come up at four in the afternoon. I have
my dinner in the pit and only stop while I eat it. It is about a yard and a quarter high at the bank
faces. We can tram rather more than half the whole distance on the railway. We hurry the rest where
there is no railway that is from the bank faces down to the main gate with a belt and chain on all
fours. It tires me a bit. I have been at school and can read in the Bible and write a little.
No.83. George Dyson, coal owner. Examined March 10th, at Stannington.
He depones my coal is gannister and runs about two feet thick. The lads hurry with and belt and
chain on all fours. Thirty eight years ago they had no belts or chains but used to run along on one
hand and feet and pull the corves with the other hand. That was much worse for them. The hours of
work are from nine to half past five with an hour for dinner. The man hire and employ the lads they
please to hurry for them. I do not allow boys to be ill used, however, in my pits. There is a little ill
usage about here. There is, however, very little education indeed. It might hurt poor parents to

Draft text

82

prevent children coming till 11 years old in the pits but the masters would not be hurt and I am sure I
should wish it, to give them a chance of education.
No.83. Mr. George Traviss, coal master of the farm of Traviss and Horsfall, Barnsley. Examined
March 12th.
He depones, I believe that children go as early as seven years old to work as trappers. They begin
to hurry at about 14. They continue to hurry till they begin to get at about 18 or 20 but more at 20
than 18. The hurrying is tolerably hard work. When they are young, two hurry together. When pits
are far enough advanced to make the main gates long, then they have horses to draw the corves. Our
present corves are six and half cwt. when full, but we are going to make them larger when they will
weigh nine cwt. I do not think the children are overworked so as to hurt them. They always appear to
me to be very cheerful and run and play about when they come out of the pit in the evening. If any
man was to strike a child in our pit he would be ordered out of the pit and not allowed to work again
that day. They go in at six in the morning and stay eight hours. They can work longer of they like
and they sometimes do. The hurriers are paid and employed by the men who get the coal. These men
take a bank and are paid by us so much per dozen corves and they bring their own children when
they have them or hire others. The hurriers do not generally fill but when there are two together, the
elder hurrier may sometimes assist to fill. We have at present one woman who hurries in out pit, and
only one and I believe she is above 21 years of age. We have no other female in our pit at all. It
seems very objectionable to me, on the score of morals, to have girls working in the pits but I
understand generally that there is good order kept where they work. I recollect two well dressed
young women coming before the magistrates a few years ago and complaining that they had been
insulted by men in the pits. The bench sentenced the men to the treadmill but the girls begged them
off and stated that they had merely wished to be protected from insult. That was the only instance I
ever heard of a complaint being made. Colliers’ children are generally well fed. There is a general
storekeeper in Worsborough Dale, where the pits are, and he states that it is no use for him to keep
any but the best articles, for the colliers will buy none other. If they have butter at 1s. per pound they
will buy that at 14d. in preference and so forth. Generally there is not much drinking among the
colliers. We have an under ground steward who understands firedamp and the management of the
collieries so well and we have had but very few accidents. I think the colliers get little or no
education. They might have plenty of schooling if they chose. They can leave at two o’clock if they
please and the children would certainly not be too tired to go to school and it must be attributed to
the indifference of the parents towards it. Mr. Wilson was the only person, I believe, who ever
attempted to have a school attached to the works but I do not now whether it is grown up or not. The
adults attend places of worship pretty well and the children in Barnsley must go to Sunday Schools.
The children have the whole hour for their dinner. They take their dinner with them. They bring out
great pieces of bread in their hands and meat of cheese. We pay the trappers and employ them
ourselves.
No.85. Elizabeth Day, aged 17. Examined 17th. March working in the Messrs Hopwood’s Pit in
Barnsley.
I have been nearly nine years in the pit. I trapper for two years when I first went in and have
hurries ever since. I have hurried for my father until a year ago. I have to help to riddle and fill and
sometimes I have to fill by myself. It is very hard work for me at present. I have to hurry by myself.
I have hurried by myself going fast on three years. Before then, I has my sister to hurry with me. I
have to hurry up hill with the loaded corves, quite as much as down but not many have to hurry up
hill with the loaded corve. When I riddle I hold the riddle and have to shake the slack out of it and
then I throw the rest into the corve. We always hurry in trousers as you saw us today when you were
in the pit. Generally I work naked down to the waist like the rest I had my shift on today when I saw
you, because I had had to wait and was cold but generally the girls hurry naked down to the waist. It
is very hard work for us all. It is harder work than we ought to do a deal. I have been lamed in my
ankle and strained my back. It caused a great lump to rise on my ankle bone once. The man behave
well to us and never insult or ill use us, I am sure of that. We go to work between five and six but we
begin to hurry when we get down. We stop an hour for dinner at 12. We generally have bread and a
bit of fat for dinner and some of them have a sup of beer, that’s all. We have a whole hour for dinner
and we get out from four to five in the evening so that will be 11 hours before we get out. We drink
the water that runs through the pit. I am not paid wages myself. The man who employs me pays my
father but I don’t know how much it is. I have never been at school I had to begin to work when I
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ought to have been at school. I don’t go to Sunday School. The truth is, we are confined bad enough
on week days and want to walk about on Sundays but I go to Chapel on Sunday night. I can’ tread at
all. Jesus Christ was Adam’s son and they nailed him to a tree but I don’t rightly understand these
things.
No.86. Ann Mallender. Examined March 13th,. working in the same pit as the last witness.
I am 15 years old. I went into the pit when I was nine years old. I trapped a door for about three
years. I have been hurrying since then. I always dress as you saw me to day, naked down to the waist
and with trousers on. I hurry with another girl. I don’t hurry the corves full up hill and it does not tire
me very much but sometimes it does. I have never been poorly with the work. I work with James
Martin who is no relation but he is the getter that employs me. They use me pretty well in the pit. I
have not been a good deal at school but I was at a day school when I was a little girl before I began
going into the pit. I have to riddle and help to fill always. All the girls and boys have to do this. I
cannot read. I go to Sunday School at St. George’s. I learn my letters. I don’t often go to Church or
Chapel. God made the worlds. I don’t know who Jesus Christ was, I am sure I don’t know. My
father and mother never tell me about such things but the have taught me to pray.
[This girl scarcely knows her letters.]

No.87. Betty Mallender, of the same colliery. Examined March 13th.
I was 11 last November. I have been two years in the pit. I trapped for the first years. I liked to
trap and don’t mind sitting in the dark. I have hurries since with my sister. I always wear trousers
and am naked down to the waist. It is not very hard work hurrying. I don’t help to fill or riddle. I
don’t like being in the pit but I’m forced. I would rather be at school. They never abuse me nor hit
me. I never hear them curse or swear. I go to the Sunday School at St. George’s. I learn a, b, ab. I
can’t read little words. I know I shall go to hell if I’m not good. If I’m good I will go to Heaven. I
say the Lord’s Prayer but I don’t know what the words mean. I can’t tell what trespasses means.
[This witness was only 3 feet 101/2 inches in height.]

No.88. Bessy Bailey. Examined March 13th.
I shall be 15 next Tuesday. I hurry in the pit you was in this morning. I have been in a year and
never in any pit before. I like it very well. I hurry with my brother. It does not tire me very much. I
always work naked down to the waist and with trousers on and all the girls I know hurry in the same
way, except two. I have been three years at a Sunday School. I cannot read much. I have not been at
Sunday School for a year because I have to work at home to help my father to get the dinner and to
wash the pots up. I go our to walk a bit in the afternoons. I go to the Methodist Chapel every Sunday
evening. I think it is the best place on Sunday nights. Jesus Christ died for his son to be saved. I
know who the apostles were. 22 pence of 3 shillings and 4 pence. I don’t know how many weeks
there are in a year. I don’t know what Ireland is, whether it is a town or a country.
No.89. Mary Day.
I am going on 16. It is six years since I first went into the pit. I work in trousers and sometimes
with my shift on and sometimes off. I have been hurrying about four years. I have a little brother
with me who is nine years old and he helps me. We have to hurry the loaded corves up hill a little
way sometimes as well as along the level. It is not such hard work nor so very easy. The getter or
collier shovels and I riddle and help to fill. I work for my father. I never hear bad language or
swearing in the pit. I had anything to do out of the pit and had good wages, I should like it better. I
go regularly to the Methodist Sunday School. I can read little words only. I hear about religion there.
I have heard of Jesus Christ but “please, Sir, we haven’t taken a deal of notice of that.” 4 times 5 is
20, 5 times 6 is 40. I don’t know how many weeks there are in one year. I have never been badly, I
look pale, but I am very hearty.
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No.90. Joseph Malkin. Examined March 13th.
I am going 10 years old. I work in the same pit as the girl in Hopwood’s Pit. I attend a trap door. I
have been there nearly two years. I doesn’t tire me at all. I’ve nought to do but to sit and open the
door with a band tied to it. I sit in the dark now. I don’t play at all but sometimes I whistle.
Sometimes we walk up and down. I never went to sleep but once and that was when I first began to
trap. I have been to a day school and I go to Sunday School now (Methodist). [He can read only the
smallest words.] I go to Chapel too on Sundays. I don’t like being in the pit. It’s so dangerous going
down. Sometimes the guides and conductors catch. I’d rather be at school. There ought not to be
above four together go up and down the shaft at once. Sometimes little ones go by themselves, but
they hardly dare. If I am a bad boy, when I dies I’ll have to go into the fire and if I’m good I’ll go to
Heaven. Jesus Christ made the world. I don’t know whether he came to earth or not, or who he was
and I don’t know whether he is in heaven or earth. Sometimes I am taught to pray. I can say the
Lord’s Prayer. I don’t know what “trespass” means not “forgive.” I shall save 4d. you give me till I
have a shilling and then I’ll buy a cap.
No.91. Charles Bayley, aged 13 years. Examined March 13th.
I have been in the pit about five years. Sometimes the corves run easy and other times not. It tires
us very much. We hurry with out trousers on and naked to the waist and sometimes we take off out
trousers and hurry in our shirts. The girls do not take their trousers off but are naked down to the
waist. It never makes me poorly, A getter was killed about half a year ago by the roof falling on him
and two men and a lad were killed gong down the shaft five years ago. I go to Sunday School I can
read little words. I am going to learn to write. The lads and girls are good friends in the pit and nave
call one another names. I don’t know who Jesus Christ is. They don’t teach me that. They teach me
spelling. I can’t spell horse.
No.92. Joseph Whetley, aged 13 years. Examined 13th., March.
I have been in the pit for five years. I don’t find it very hard work. I hurry. I go to a Sunday
School [He cannot read.] I go to the Chapel on Sundays. I don’t know who Jesus Christ was. I don’t
know who made the world. I have heard of God and he is in Heaven, if not, to fire and brimstone. I
don’t know which is the largest town in England but I know Wakefield and Leeds. I have heard of
Ireland. My mother was born there but I don’t know whether it is a country or not. Sometimes I play
on Sundays and sometimes I sit at home.
No.93. William Beaver. Examined March 13th.
I am going 16. I hurry in Mr. Porter’s Pit. It is hard where I work. We hurry at the far end with
my brother. Sometimes we hurry 15 and sometimes 20 corves a day. There used to be girls there but
not now, because the pit is nearly worked out. I have been at a Sunday School I can read “Reading
Made Easy.” The Lord made the world. He sent Adam and Eve on earth to save sinners. I heard my
grandfather tell about it. He’s a great reader but he can’t see. I have heard of the Saviour. He was a
good man, but he did not die here. He is in Heaven. We must pray to be saved. There is but one God
and he does not die like men. Jesus Christ was nailed on a cross but there is all I have heard about it.
I have not begun to learn to write.
I get bread to eat or dinner and we get to sup out of the beer bottles when the men let us. There is
water but there is ochre among it. We get potatoes and meat, and a bit of bread when we come out of
the pit. We get as much as we can eat. I am never poorly. London is the largest town in England. I
never heard mention of France. I never heard mention of Wales or of Scotland but I know people
that come from Ireland. I think Ireland is a town as big as Barnsley where there is plenty of potatoes,
and lots of bullocks. 20 pence is 1 shilling and 8 pence, 32 pence is 2 shillings and 8 pence, 7 times
3 is 32, no it’s 22. I have learnt the Lord’s Prayer.
[Though this child can repeat the Lord’s Prayer but he has no comprehension what it means.]
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No.94. A collier at Messrs. Traviss’s pit. Examined 16th.
He states that the men begin to work at six in the morning at latest and leave off at about six at
night except on Saturday and then at four o’clock. The dinner hour is from 12 to 1 and the engine
stops at that time but the colliers are obliged to get nearly the whole time and the elder boys above
16 years who are learning to get will also have to work during dinner time. The younger children
will have the whole hour. I think there ought to be a limitation of the time pits work for now a man
has to work 12 hours in order to get his living and it is very hard work. It is reckoned to be the
hardest work going. There are scores of men who never see day light except on Sundays when trade
is good. I am of the opinion that for a pit to work 10 hours including an hour for dinner, is quite
sufficient. The engine ought to be prevented working longer than this. It would be very awkward for
children to come put before the men. It would be too much trouble to draw them up and down twice
as often and there would be more chance of accidents. I also consider that a child ought to be 10 or
11 years old before he is allowed to go into a pit at all. This is plenty young enough. When they go
in younger they can see no danger and are very careless. Girls ought not to be allowed to go in the
pits at all. I have worked at pits where there were many girls. They have always an old bed gown on
over trousers. I have known many women even after they have married in the pits. It makes women
bold and they learn nothing but what is bad. Sometimes the pits work at night but not generally.
When they do this, another set of boys come in at night. I don’t think boys are much ill treated. The
work is hard while they are agate (i.e. going on), but they get a good deal of rest. The children get
but little schooling. Six or seven out of nine or ten know nothing. They never go to night schools
except some odd ones. When the older children get home they cannot go to school for they have to
get up early in the morning, soon after four, and they cannot do without rest.
No.95. Maria Mallender, examined 12th. March in Messrs. Hopwood’s Pit. Aged 91/2 years.
I am a trapper. I have not been here a year. I don’t like it because I sit in the dark but they often
give me a bit of candle. I go to a Church of England Sunday School and can read in the Reading
Made Easy.
No.96. John Thorneley, Esq., one of Her Majesty’s justices of the peace for the county of York.
Examined 13th. March, 1841.
He deposes:- I have had 40 years’ experience in the management of collieries. The system of
having females to work in coal pits prevails generally in this neighbourhood. I consider it to be a
most awfully demoralising practice. The youths of both sexes work often in a half naked state and
the passions are excited before they arrive at puberty. Sexual intercourse decidedly frequently occurs
in consequence. Cases of bastard frequently also occur and I am decidedly of the opinion that
women brought up in this way lay aside all modesty and scarcely know that it is but by name.
Another injurious effect arises from the modern construction of cottages where the father, mother
and children are all huddled together in one bedroom. This tends to still more demoralisation. Our
collier’s day is eight hours but when there is an excess of sale they exceed this time. When the
ventilation is not sufficiently attended to the health of the children suffers. I have always been on the
opinion that though Davy’s lamp was a valuable discovery that it has been in practice been a curse to
the country for it has enabled colliers to work where they otherwise ought not and has often
superseded a proper renovation of air and been the cause of the colliers working in an impure
atmosphere. Some men left a colliery in the neighbourhood a short time since on the ground that
they could not work there without safety because of an air gate had been stopped to save expense
and which prevented the draft being sufficiently maintained. The men were brought before the bench
for absenting themselves from work as, however, I was aware of the danger of an explosion every
minute of the day. I think that if the masters would but sway their influence to induce the men to
educate their children and to send them to Church on Sundays, it would be a great benefit. The
Sabbath is now a day of jubilee and there are many very hardened and abondoned characters among
them but if the masters themselves would but use their influence and exert themselves to promote
education and secure religious worship it would have a most salutary effect. I think decidedly that
the present Factory Act might with advantage be applied to coal pits. I have above 160 people in a
coal pit managed at present by my son in Derbyshire near Glossop and I make a point of seeing that
every man has a Bible and that every child is fixed in some Sunday School. The children are
generally very ill educated and little boys of seven or eight years old are heard blasting and swearing
at one another. They are in a dreadful state as regards morals and education. They grow up to a
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man’s estate and know their duty neither to men nor God. The wives of the present generation of
colliers are a degenerate race, owing to their being brought up in the pits and neglected to learn how
to perform common and domestic duties. They can neither sew nor properly attend to their children,
who are brought up in dirty, slovenly habits. In point of health I think that in well ventilated
collieries the children are more healthy than in factories. I wish to add that another objection to the
Davy lamp is that, when it is used, an explosion may be produced by the imprudence of any single
individual. A steward in a pit in the North finding more gas than was safe at the workings, told the
men he would send them lamps to work by. He accordingly gave one to boys to take to them and
strictly forbid them to open it but to carry it exactly as he gave it to them. This caution excited their
curiosity and they say down further to examine it. Eh! said one of the boys see what a flame there is
and they at length opened it to take the light our, when the explosion immediately ensued.
Eight hours has always been considered a collier’s proper day’s work. I am aware that they often
work longer here. The youngest children are made trappers and yet the ventilation and therefore the
safety of the pit depends entirely on them. I have often been surprised that masters should intrust so
important a post to such young children. As regards the employment of females in coal pits, I
sincerely trust that before I die I shall have the satisfaction of seeing it prevented and entirely done
away with.
No.97. Martin Gomersal. Examined March 13th. 68 years of age.
I am under ground steward at Barnsley colliery. Children go before eight or nine years of age as
trappers and they begin hurrying at about 10 years old but then they pair with one that is older. It is
common for girls to hurry in this neighbourhood, some hurry till they are 18 years old. I never saw a
woman get here but I have at Silkstone, I have seen two women work like men there. The colliers
hire their own hurriers. We have nothing to do with them. The hurriers have to riddle for the colliers
and throw the coal after it has been riddled, the collier putting the coal into the riddle. The hurriers
help the getters to do this generally. They go down at 6 a.m. and are our by about 4 p.m., except at
some particular times. The hurriers are will used but the work is pretty hard. It’s hardish working
hurrying. I don’t think the children work too long or too hard. A hurrier will generally hurry 18 or 20
corves a day. Each journey will be on the average 400 yards each way and the corves weigh seven
cwt. when full. The children scarcely every hurry full corves up hill. There is very little up hill work
at all which men do. I think it makes the girls rather boldish being in the pits. They are middling as
to language and sometimes swear like the men but I don’t think their morals are much worse or
being in the pits.
No.98. Charles Hawcroft, examined March 19th, under ground steward of the Mount Osborne
belonging to Messrs. Day and Turbell.
I am 50 years old and have been a collier all my life. In the Mount Osborne pit, which is 198
yards deep, the seam is that of the Barnsley bed averaging nine feet and our corves when full weigh
eight and half cwt. We have no hurriers under 12 or 13 years old and no children at all much under
11. We allow no girls at all. I do not approve of bringing children young. They don’t thrive so well
when they come so young. I could have children in the pit at seven years old if I liked. The parents
would bring them if they were allowed and many, I think, bring their children very young when they
might afford to keep them at home.
Out pit will be better ventilated when the work is more forward. We can ventilate it better. We are
preparing a cupola and a fire now and it will be ready shortly. The down hill workings so as to have
to hurry the corves up hill when loaded are only temporary and it must be done in all new pits. We
take the greatest acre with the machinery and the only accident we ever had was a man going across
the bottom of the shaft just as the corves were descending and they came upon him and killed him.
We never draw the corves faster than when you were in the pit. We draw them at one regular pace.
Children hurry together when they are young. They are not overworked here. I don’t think they are
badly treated anywhere. Still a hurrier has a hard days work. I think a hurrier of 14 or 15 will hurry
nine hours in the day without hurting himself. If the demand for coal were regular even then the
engine should work 10 hours a day not including stopping but it would do no harm to limit the time,
if done universally, for sometimes we are obliged to work long hours.
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Charles Hawcraft. Re-examined March 20th.
I decidedly prefer fixed iron slides to guide the corves along wooden conductors in the shafts. I
do not think that the three revolving bowls or rollers are any advantage. They are liable to break and
then catch and may break the rope. I think the only improvement we could make in this respect
would be to have one roller fixed at the top of each slide, flush with the slide but so that if the corves
got at all awry or shook, the roller would give easier and allow the edge of the slide to play more
kindly than a fixed corner such as we have now. Flat ropes are better than round ropes. The reason is
that they are steadied and they are enabled to be less thick because they are our separate ropes sewed
side by side. Thickness is a bad thing in a rope, A rope is not the better for mere thickness, I bending
over the pulley there is more strain on the top strands of the rope and less underneath. This of course
makes it more likely to break. I think if I had to work a shaft where two or three men came up
together, and where the corves weighed about 6 cwt. and where the shaft was 115 yards deep, I
should like to have a rope between the drum and the pulley where there is a distance of 30 yards
between to prevent vibration of the rope. We are going to have them at our ropes and ours are not
above 25 yards off.
I think that children might be prevented from coming till they are 10 years old to work without
any injury. It would be better for them and for their parents, for sometimes they will work the
children and save themselves.
No.99. Edwin Ellis, surgeon. Examined March 18th., 1841 at Silkstone.
I have had 24 or 25 years professional experience among colliers. Taking them as a while I am
decidedly of opinion that the children who work in the pits are more healthy than any other class of
children I meet with, much more so than weavers or even farm labourers. I know of no illness that is
attendant on their employment. They live better as to food than any other class. They consume a
great deal of animal food, milk and beer or ale. They go to the pits as early as five very frequently
but do nothing but trap till nine or ten. Hurrying has a tendency perhaps to retard the growth but it
also expands the chest and produces robustness and strength, In some particular instances the work
is carried to an excess but generally they are not over worked. The girls appear to enjoy equally as
good health as the boys. They work as hard as the boys every bit. The women work in the pit after
marriage not infrequently and they will work some occasions up to the period of confinement. One
woman I know of has had three or four children within an hour of her leaving her work in the pit and
there are many instances of their working up to seven or eight months of pregnancy. The work these
women do will be generally hurrying but sometimes women ‘get’ and one I know to do so and she
earned more than her husband and I have known her to get in an advanced state of pregnancy. The
usual life of a working collier is 60 years. They are generally in the pits 12 hours and have about an
hour and a half for meals and rest during the time. I do not think a limitation of hours of child labour
desirable or required.
No.100. A respectable inhabitant of Silkstone, a female. Examined March 18th. Aged 60 years.
I have been an inhabitant of Silkstone for a number of years, I consider it a scandal for girls to
work in the pits. Till they are 12 or 14 years old they may work very well but after that it is an
abomination. I am credibly informed that in some pits scenes pass which are as bad as any house of
ill fame. This I have heard from young men who work in the pit but my name must not be mentioned
or I shall be ill used. It is a healthy trade, their constitution is not hurt though they go at four in the
morning and come out at five or six in the evening. The work of the pit does not hurt them it is the
effect on their morals that I complain of and after 14 they ought not to be allowed to go. It does not
prevent them from becoming good mothers and managers of their families if they do not remain
longer than 13 or 14 but after that age it is dreadful for them.
No.101. Benjamin Mellow, 46 years old. Examined March 18th., 1841.
I am under ground steward to four of Mr. Clarke’s pits and I have the superintendence of above
90 colliers. I have known children go as early as six but the usual age would be nine or ten. They
could trap first. They generally begin to hurry at 11 or 12. There are not quire so many girls go as
boys. When they are too little, two children hurry together. generally a girl and a boy will hurry
alone by the time they are 15. The loaded corve and coal will weight about 8 cwt. The children have
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not upon the whole about 150 yards each way to hurry on the average. Some of the distances are
only 20 yards and some as much as 250 yards. Twenty corves is reckoned the days work and as soon
as the day is done they leave the pit immediately. They go in at six in the morning and the engine
stops at five pulling coals and than it was to pull as many people out as remain in the pit after. The
children can decidedly do the work in six hours and I have seen it done in less time and all the time
they remain above that will be resting time. I do not think it hard work. There is no hurrying up hill
with loaded corves anywhere. I do not think that children suffer from their work. It is the usual
practice for girls to work in pits here. I do not think it at all objectionable on account of morals. I
have at present two daughters of my own who work at the top of the pit and I have no objection to
their working in it but I certainly should object to their being in service because I am sure there is
less immorality in pits. If a man was to offer any insult to a girl in a pit she would take her fist and
give him a blow in the face. The education of the children is pretty good.
We have had but one bad accident and that was on the 4th. July, 1838. It had been raining hard
during a thunder storm to such an extent that the water came into the sough of the engine house and
the engineer gave the alarm to the banksman who shouted out incautiously to put the light out and
come out of the pit. The children and people were frightened, not knowing what was the matter. A
number of children, either from the fright of from a desire to get a holiday, fan from the shaft
towards the pittrail which forms a second outlet and this, together with the water escaping from the
old workings, rushed down the pittrail and met the children who has passed a trap door, against
which they were driven by the water and being unable to open it, 26 were drowned, 11 girls and 15
boys. The water by the marks it left could not have been above six inches deep in its stream down to
the pittrail but it rose at the door and there they were drowned. Fourteen had got on before and they
had passed sufficiently far to be safe. I am quite sure that the stream had never overflowed before.
No man can prove it. The stream is very small and is dry nine months out of the twelve. If the
children had remained in the pit or at the shaft, they would have been quite safe, the water never rose
anywhere except just where they were drowned. If the time of working the pits was limited, the men
would do themselves harm by over working to get the same amount done. It would hurt both masters
and families to prevent children working till 11, and many would be hurt by preventing it till they
were ten. I think we should be better to have nothing done at all. The men will play sometimes at the
beginning of the fortnight or two or three days and then work too hard. When trade is good and coal
is most wanted, the men are most inclined to play. I am given a shilling more for 20 corves than I
ever gave before in my life or had for getting them. Trade had improved and that is the reason. We
pay the same price whether there is long or short distances to hurry and make no reduction when
trade of not good.
If children were prevented from working till 11 it would stop all the thin coal pits. If they had to
increase the height of the gates it would be very expensive and their profits are very small.
No.102. Matilda Carr. Examined at Silkstone, March 18th. Aged 12 years.
I have been here week in the pit. I hurry with my brother, I don’t like it but my father can’t keep
me without going. It’s hard work and it tires my back. I think it will continue to tire men after I am
accustomed to it. I go down the shaft at half past five and stop a bit and then be begin again. I stop
for dinner I should think for an hour. We sit us down and rest and have meat and beer for dinner. I
go to Sunday School now every Sunday. I can read the Testament every Sunday. Jesus died on earth
but I am sure I do not know what sort of death he died. They use me will at the pit and don’t beat me
or call me but I’d rather be at school than in the pit. I can’t write.
No.103. Mary Shaw. Examined March 18th., at Silkstone.
I am 19 years old. I hurry in the pit you were in today. I was between nine and ten when I first
went. I trapped at first for three or four years and have hurries since. I go down between five or six
in the morning and I come up generally about five in the evening. It depends on what the hurrier gets
how much we have to hurry. I have ever been much tired with my work. The children are generally
well treated. I have been to Sunday School all the time I have been in the pit. I was at day school
before I went into the pit. I can read. I can’t write
[She reads fairly. She has a very slight knowledge of the Scriptures.]
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No.104. Hannah Clarkson. Examined at the same time.
I am not 17 yet. I have been in the pit seven years. I have been four years hurrying. It does not tire
me to hurry now. I did tire when I was little. I like going to the pit but I’d rather go to service. I
don’t like the confinement but it does not tire me much. I have never been insulted by the men in the
pit and I have never known it happen. If I had a girl of my own I would rather send her to the pit
than clam (hunger), but if I had the choice I would rather send her to some other work. I cannot read.
I have been to Sunday School. I learn to lead but cannot read yet.
No.105. Ann Holling. Examined at the same time as the former.
I am 16. I am a hurrier. Wr go down between five and six and come up about five in the evening.
We do not stop for dinner sometimes and sometimes we do. The work does not tire me. I can’t say it
ever tired me. I like being down the pit well enough. I can read a bit. I have not learned to write. I go
to Sunday School.
No.106. Peter Dale, aged 12. Examined 12th, March.
I go down at seven in the morning and trap at Messrs. Day and Turbell’s pit. I trap close to a light
at the shaft. I come out of the pit mostly at half past five and sometimes at six. It’s just a s the
colliers come out. I am always very fond of going down the pit. There is none hurrier that laces me
sometimes but none of them dare touch me if Charles, the steward is down there. They beat me
sometimes. About a month ago one of them punched me and knocked me shamefully, it was because
me and another was larking. It is only one that laces me much. I have told the steward of it once or
twice and he has spoken to him and he is not so bad now. It is a hurrier that beat me but he is a
young man. I have been at a school that is a Sunday School and can read nicely in a spelling book. I
began to work in a pit when I was going in mine and I have been at Sunday School ever since. Jesus
Christ was God’s Son. He wasn’t born at all. he was nailed on a cross. He came to save sinners,
Sinners are bad men that drinked and sweared and lied. I think there are sinners on earth now. I shall
go to Jesus of I am a goods boy and try to please him, if not I shall go to hell. I don’t know what
disciples were except they did nothing wrong but I can’t tell who apostles are. Four times five is 20,
five times six are 28. I never heard what is the biggest town in England. Scotland is a town, isn’t it? I
go to Chapel as well as school. I never go larking on Sundays.
No.107. James Cargill. Examined March 19th.
I am turned 11. I work as a trapper at Messrs. Day and Turbell’s pit. I went to pit about four years
ago and then I hurried. I go to al pits where my brother goes. I go at seven in the morning and I
come put at half past five. They use me very well. They don’t lace me because I have got my brother
in the pit. I go to Sunday School sometimes. God made the world. I go to Catholic Chapel. It was the
other little one leads that taught me there. It’s about a year since I went into the Chapel. I sit quietly
at home on Sundays. I am quite sure that I never heard anything about Jesus Christ coming on earth
to save sinners. I don’t know how many weeks there are in the year. There are 12 months. Ireland is
a town but I don’t know hat Scotland is. I am quite sure I have told the truth in what I have said to
you.
No.108. Edward Newman, Esq., solicitor. Examined 19th., March.
I have been an inhabitant of Barnsley for 18 years and been in the constant habit of seeing colliers
and children passing to and from their work. At Silkstone there are a great many boys and girls who
work in the pits and I have seen them washing themselves naked much below the waist as I passed
their doors and whilst they were ding this, they will me talking and chatting worth any men and
boys who happen to be there with the utmost unconcern and men young and old would be washing
in the same place at the same time. The moral effect of the system, must be exceedingly bad. They
dress, however, so well after their work and on Sundays that it is impossible to recognise the,. They
wear earrings even whilst they work and I have seen them with them nearly two inches long. There
is a great deal of slang an d loud talk between the lads and girls as they pass along the streets and I
conceive that they would behave for more decorously were it not for the dress and the disguise it
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affords. I have never heard similar language passing between men and girls respectably dressed in
Barnsley. Their dress when they come out of the pits is a king of skull cap which hides all the hair,
trousers, without stockings and thick wooden clogs. Their waists are covered. I think the practice
altogether a most demoralising one but I have had no means of following the effects out and of
becoming acquainted with the works in the pits nor should I know them if I saw them in another
dress. At furnaces I believe girls work also but they dress better, always in petticoats and they work
by daylight which does not create in one’s minds so revolting an effect. A general prohibition is
indispensable necessary to this practice. Otherwise an unnatural opposition would arise either on the
part of the master or the parent and the master, if he prohibited it himself, would be liable to lose his
workmen who would go to other pits where they would allow him to take his children with him.
No.109. Matthew Lindley.
I am nearly 52 years old. I am a collier in Messrs. Day and Twibbell’s pit. Children are
sometimes brought to pits at the age of six years and are taken out of their beds at four o’clock and
between that and five throughout the years. They leave the pits between four and five in the
afternoon, making an average 12 hours work. They have a little milk or a little coffee and a bit of
bread in the morning before they go to the pit and they will take nothing with them but a little bread
and perhaps a little tea but oftener dry bread than anything else. Their parents cannot often get them
more. They do not have meat. The parents do not get wages enough to provide meat for the children.
When they come out of the pit at night they may have a little meat or milk porridge but a bit of dry
bread and a sup of milk is their usual supper. The boys do look healthy, it is true, but it is because
they are young. The work they get to do is not hard as far as trapping is concerned but hurrying is
very slavish work, and I have known boys to go to work all the 12 hours without more than a bit of
dry bread to eat. The boys are sometimes very cruelly used by their elder ones. They get beaten too
often. Their education is much neglected. Nineteen out of twenty of the boys in pits cannot write.
One half cannot read, and they cannot generally answer common questions when asked. The morals
of the pit children are uncommonly bad for want of cultivation. They are both given to cursing and
swearing for want of better cultivation. They are also Sabbath breakers and the young men are as
bad. They mislead the young ones. I was talking to the lads today about the wickedness in swearing
and cursing when we might at any moment be destroyed by sulphur. There is a great deal of it in our
pit. Where I work it is more clear of sulphur than were you went today.
I think nine hours long enough for coal pits to be worked including an hour for meals and man
ought to have sufficient wages. A man ought to have 4s. a day clear of the hurrier’s wages out of
which he would have to buy gunpowder and candles and this would cost between 4s. and 5s. per
fortnight. The younger men work longer at the end of the fortnight and less at the beginning but the
elder men. It would be better for r the health of the children better for their morals, better for their
education, better for the Government and for the country that children should be prevented from
working till they were 11 years old but I think it would be hard on many parents unless wages rose. I
think that it is true that children doing men’s work lowers wages. I wish that the Government would
expel all girls and females from mines. I can give proof that they are very immoral and I am certain
that the girls are worse than the men in the point of morals and use far more indecent language. It
unbecomes them in every way. There is not one in ten of them that know how to cut a shirt out or
make one and they learn neither to knit nor sew and I believe also that they are themselves a cause of
lowering wages for the men. They ought to go out to service. I think that as there is so much cursing
in the pits there ought to be a law fining the men for every oath used, for this would deter the
children from following their example. I have known of a case where a married man and a girl who
hurried for him had sexual intercourse often in the bank where he worked.
MATTHEW LINDLEY.
No.110. John Ostcliffe. registrar of Barnsley district
I have had a good deal of intercourse with the working classes for 20 years in this district both as
regards weavers and colliers. The children in the pits earn the highest wages but work harder than
the weavers’ children. I think the collier class upon the whole more healthy and than the weavers.
The colliers are, however, not more long lived which I attribute generally to harder labour and to
chronic diseases arising from 40 to 50 years of age. They chiefly suffer from asthma, rheumatism,
&c., arising from their subterraneous employment. The weavers are more affected by consumption.
The colliers drink a good deal of malt liquor. From having once lived in an inn, I know from
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experience that colliers are chiefly ale drinker. There is not much spirit drinking in this place on the
whole. I am a ware that girls working in pits have left them to walk in the streets but so have
weavers’ girls become prostitutes and I cannot say which are the worst.
No.111. John Twibell,Esq., coal master., Barnsley. Examined March 22nd.
My opinion is that young children ought not to be employed at all under 10 years of age in coal
pits. We intend directing our attention to this point with a view to its being a rule in our pit. I am
aware that children are working as young, as early as seven years old in some collieries. I look on
this as objectionable both on the score of education and health. I think there is a great want of
education among colliers’ children. I am quite aware that the children are worked here by their
parents and that the parents are often idle while the children are absolutely supporting them, I have
known a youth apprenticed to a getter or undertaker who worked six days in the week while the
getter himself worked but two. I am sure this has been the case in many instances. A collier will
undertake a bank and employ others to aid him. We have to do with one only, and they often club
together. These employ apprentices as hurriers and who begin getting and are taught the art by
degrees. I will defer my opinion for the present as to the limitation of the hours of labour in the pits
until I have had an opportunity of consulting my partner but I am confident that children ought to be
prevented from going into the pits till 10 years old. It has a bad effect on their minds and tends to
cripple their strength. Besides the leisure it affords them, to indulge in intemperate habits. Girls
ought not be permitted to work in pits at all. It tends to destroy the female character. It decidedly
leads to immorality. I have none in my pit and do not intend to allow them.
No.122. Maria Gooder. Examined March 22nd. 12 years old.
I work in Thorpe’s Pit at Gawber. I have been working about two years in the pit. I have been
hurrying all along. I hurry with our Anne who is going on 18. It is hard work and tired me a good
deal in my work mostly. I go at half past four in the mornings. I go in winter and whether its raining
or not. Its very cold often. I have my breakfast before I go, milk porridge. I begin to hurry at five
o’clock, every morning the same. We have dinner at noon when they stop. They stop the engine
sometimes as hour and sometimes half an hour. We have dry bread for dinner and nothing else. We
don’t have cheese or butter nor meat. There is water in the pit but we don’t sup it. Sometimes the
men let us have a little beer, but not always. Sometimes we come out at four and sometimes five. We
hurry always except when they stand for dinner. I don’t know how many corves we hurry but today I
think it was two dozen (i.e. eight to the dozen). When we come up we go and have our dinner,
sometimes its meat and potatoes and sometimes pudding. We generally have meat. Every day we
have meat we have water to drink. I live with my mother and father. We hurry for a man who is no
relation to us. He is good to us and uses us well. I don’t like being in the pit. I am tired and afraid. I
was at day school half a year before I went into the pit. I go to Sunday School now every Sunday. I
can read. Jesus Christ came to us from Heaven. I know I must pray myself to go to Heaven. I have
heard of Christ performing miracles but I don’t know what sort of things they were. He dies by
buring fire and brimstone down his throat. I think that once I did hear that he was nailed to a cross.
Three times ten makes ten and twenty. Three times four is fourteen. There are fourteen months in the
years. I don’t know how many weeks there are. I would rather go to school than the pit.
[She knows her letters but cannot read.]

No.113. Ann Eggley, hurrier in Messrs. Thorpe’s colliery. Examined March 22nd.
18 years old.
I’m sure I don’t know how to spell my name. We go at four in the morning and sometimes half
past four. We begin to work as soon as we get down. We get out at four, sometimes five, in the
evening. We work the whole time except an hour for dinner and sometimes we haven’t time to eat. I
hurry by myself and have done so for long. I know the corves are very heavy. They are the biggest
corves anywhere about. The work is far too hard for me. The sweat runs off me all over sometimes. I
am very tired at night. Sometimes when we get home at night we have not power to wash us and
then we go to bed. Sometimes we fall asleep in the chair. Father said last night it was both a shame
and a disgrace for girls to work as we do but there was nought else for us to do. I have tried to get
winding to do but could not. I begun to hurry when I was seven years old and I have been hurrying
ever since. I have been 11 years in the pit. The girls are always tired. I was poorly twice this year. It
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was with headache. I hurry for Robert Wiggins. He is not akin to me. I riddle for him. We all riddle
for them except the littlest when there is two. We don’t always get enough to eat and drink but we
get a good supper. I have know my father go in at two in the morning to work when we worked at
Twibell’s where there us a day hole to the pit and he don’t come out till four. I am quite sure that we
work constantly 12 hours except Sundays. We wear trousers and our shifts in the pit and great big
shoes clinkered and nailed. The girls never work naked to the waist in our pit. The men don’t insult
us in the pit. The conduct of the girls in the pit is good enough sometimes and sometimes bad
enough. I never went to school. I went a little to Sunday School but I soon gave it over. I think it too
bad to be confines both Sundays and week days. I walk about and get the fresh air in Sundays, I have
never learnt to read. I don’t know my letters. I never learnt nought. I never go to Church or Chapel
as the is no Church or Chapel in Gawber. There is none nearer than a lime. If I was married I would
not go into the pits but I know some married women that do. The men do not insult the girls with us
but I think they do in some. I have never hear that a good man came into the world who was God’s
Son to saver sinners. I never heard of Christ at all. Nobody ever told me about him nor have my
father and mother ever been taught to pray. I know no prayer. I never pray. I have been taught
nothing about such things.
No.114. Elizabeth Eggley, 16 years old.
I am sister of the last witness. I hurry in the same pit and work for my father. I find my work very
much too hard for me. I hurry alone. It tires me in my arms and back most. We go to work between
four and five in the morning. If we are not there by half past five we are not allowed to go down at
all. We come out mostly at four, five or six at night as it happens. We stop generally 12 hours and
sometimes longer. We have to hurry only from the bank faces down to the horse gate and back. I am
sure it is very hard work and tires me very much. It is to hard for girls to do. We sometimes go to
sleep before we go to bed. We haven’t a very god house. We have but two rooms for all the family. I
have never been to school except four times and then I gave over because I could not get things to go
in. I cannot read. I do not know my letters. I don’t know which Jesus Christ was. I have never heard
of Adam either. I never heard about them at all. I have often been obliged to stop in bed on Sundays
to rest myself. I never go to Church or Chapel.
No.115. Eliza Coats, aged 11 years, examined the same day with the above and working in the
same pit.
I hurry with my brother. It tires me a great deal and tires my back and arms. I go sometimes at
half past four and sometimes five. It is dark when I go. It often rains and we get wet and we take off
our top clothes when we get into the pit. They never lace or ill use me in the pit. I can’t read. I have
never been to school I do nought on Sundays. I have had no shoes to go in to school I don’t know
where I shall go if I am a bad girl when I die. I think God made the worlds but I don’t know where
God is. I have never heard of Jesus Christ.
No.116. Sarah Gooder, aged 8 years.
I’m a trapper in the Gawber Pit. I does not tire me but I have to trap without a light and I’m
sacred. I go at four and sometimes half past three in the morning and come out at five and half past
at night. I never go to sleep. Sometimes I sing when I’ve light but not in the dark. I dare not sing
then. I don’ t like being in the pit. I am very sleepy when I go sometimes in ten morning. I go to
Sunday School and read Reading Made Easy. I have heard tell of Jesus many a time. I don’t know
why he came to earth, I’m sure, and I don’t know why he died but he had stones for his head to rest
on. I would like to be at school far better than in the pit.
[She knows her letters but very imperfectly and ran on with the following addition, “God bless my father and mother and
sister and brother, uncles and aunts and cousins and everybody else and God bless me and make me a good servant.
Amen.”]
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No.117. Ann Gooder, aged 17 years 11 months.
I am the sister of the girl you last examined. She does sometimes go into the pit at half past three
in the morning. We go also but at four in the morning. We come put at about five or between five
and six. My sister hurries with me and it is not so hard as for those who go alone. We are often tired
through the night. I have not been to school. I never heard of Jesus Christ. They don’t teach me
much about religion.
[She can read a little.]

No.118. Mr John Clarkson Sutcliffe, general agent for the Gawber Colliery belonging to the
executors of Mr. Samuel Thorpe. Examined March 23rd., 1841.
The children in out pit begin going down the shaft at half past four in the morning. They begin to
work soon after, They leave off as an average at three o’clock. They do sometimes stop till five and
in particular occasions they have stayed till six in the evening but this was when there was an
accident or extra demand for coals. If we were hard pressed for coal we should like to keep them in
the pit, colliers and all, but otherwise they come out when they like. Each collier works by the piece
and delivers the coals he gets at the bull stake which is the pace where the double rails terminate and
the horse gate begins. This point is removes further from the shaft as the workings advance. The
men pay for hurrying down to this place themselves. We have no control over the hurriers ourselves
except keeping order in the pit. If the man were to overwork the hurriers I should not interfere. We
reckon one hour for dinner but if we are very busy we give orders to stand only half an hour as for
instance today. I think our corves are heavier than any about here. They weight a full 121/2 cwt. The
journey made each way by the hurrier is 150 yards on the average. They will hurry 20 corves a day
at most and the averages will be 16. I am certain 16 is the average of the journeys both ways making
32 backward an forward. They never have to hurry loaded corves up hill. I believe a girl of 16 can
hurry one of these corves very well, and do her day’s work with ease. Elizabeth Eggler does hurry
alone. We can not afford to pay the same wages as Lord Fitzwilliam, where you saw men employed
to hurry. He gets more for his coal and can afford it better. It is much better for the hurriers to have a
larger corve and to go less frequently. When the children are allowed to go in too little they are
certainly tired and from unfeeling parents this is sometimes the case.
As regards the working of girls in the pits, of whom we have 11, I should wish to see it
abondoned altogether but I am aware that some parents would suffer severely. The morals of the
girls do suffer from it, especially from being together along with the lads. They all meet together at
the bull stake and it is the same rendezvous. Bastardy does not occur in our pit. Swearing and bad
language occur and the boys and girls meeting together hardness encourages one another in acts of
wickedness more so than if they were only boys.
Children might begin to trap at nine and to hurry at town as a double hurrier and I should not
object to a law to that effect. I could not conscientiously object to females being altogether prevented
from going into pits. There ought to be due notice given to the prevention of girls going in. We have
two men, Gooder and Eggler, the fathers of the girls you examined, are depending on the work of
those girls to support their families. The education of the children is lamentably defective. The
adults are as bad. There are but three men out of fifty in our pits who can sign their own names to
our regulations and it is lamentable to think that when trade improves they spend their money in
drink and not in educating their children,
I think that pits might be allowed to work only 10 hours with half an hour included for dinner.
This ought not to include the time necessary for letting the people down and drawing. It takes an
hour to let down and an hour to take up our 106 people carefully. I wish particularly to observe that
regulation ought to be made about the number of people drawn at once up the shaft. Two men and
two hurriers and no more ought to come up by a four and half inch flat rope and six if the round
rope, six inch circumference. Ropes are not changed often enough. The Government cannot be too
particular in seeing that ropes are changed often enough.
No.119. Matthew Fountain, under ground steward at Darton Colliery, belonging to Thomas
Wilson, Esq.
The usual time of the children and men descending the pit is about six in the morning. They leave
from three to five. Sometimes they will be to half past five. We have only one trapper and the
hurriers have to hurry from 150 to 400 yards averaging about 300 yards. The corves weigh eight and
a half cwt. when full and they hurry about 12 corves to hurry each way on an average. It is not hard
Draft text

94

work for the hurriers. I think hurriers have less to do here than at any other pit I know of. They will
have to wait about four hours out of eleven, including dinner hour. There is no child in the pit over
worked. If there were ill usage we should interfere directly. We have not much gas. Every morning a
man goes down to visit the workings. Particular care is taken of the machinery. My opinion
decidedly is that women and girls ought not to be admitted into pits, though they work as well the
boys. In my belief sexual intercourse does take place owing to the opportunities, and owing to lads
and girls working together and owing to some of the men working in banks apart and having girls
coming to them to fill the corves and being alone together. The girls hurry for other men than their
relations and generally prefer it. Altogether it is a very demoralising practice having girls in the pits.
It is not proper work for females at all. The girls are unfitted, by being at pits, from learning to
manage families. Many could make a shirt. I do not know whether the education of the children is
sufficient or not.
I think it is better to have no limitation as to the time pits work at all. Let men work what time
they like. I cannot speak as to over working elsewhere, there is none in this pit. I think of children
were prevented from coming till 10 years old they would be more likely to get schooling and to
grow up strong men. They might begin to hurry with an elder one, and without hurting them at 10
years old. The eldest hurrier always riddle as you did when we were in the pit and they do nothing
else than that. They do not fill. Riddling is easier than hurrying. We have no loaded corves to hurry
up hill.
There are girls who work in our pit. The men will send them. I have tried to prevent their coming
but the colliers said they could not get others, or afford to pay men. If we were to give an order that
no girls were permitted to descend the shaft, many of the best men would leave. We could not stop
the practice so long as other pits were allowed to take girls.
No.120. William Duckworth, aged 59 years.
I am under ground steward in Messrs. Micklethwaite’s and Co.’s Pit. There is no female working
in the pit at all. The boys come to the pit about eight and work as hurriers till they are 16 or 17 years
old and then they ‘get.’ They go to work at six and they come up about four at night. The hurrying is
not too hard work for them. They put two together when they are little. There is no up hill work for
loaded corves. The full corves weigh seven cwt. There had been no explosion since I cane which is
only half a year ago. There is sufficient ventilation and not much sulphur. There is much more
blackdamp, but not much danger with it because when the lights are put out they then leve the
palace.
I was here when the accident happened to the rope. I think it was a good rope and sufficiently
thick but I prefer the flat rope myself. The rope that broke was about an inch and half thick and a
round rope. There are new ropes now of the same thickness and I believe they are no bigger. I can
imagine no other reason than frost for the rope breaking. The accident happened at 3 p.m. There
were only two men in the corve. One was killed on the spot and the other lives until a quarter past
midnight. They were half way up the shaft when the rope broke and the shaft is 115 yards deep. The
ropes sag too much now for the pulleys are a good way from the drums. I think there should be
supports to bear the ropes and prevent them from swagging so much. The getters employ their own
boys and use them pretty well. They are generally their own children. The only education the
children get is at Sunday Schools. There are very few that can read at all hardly. I don’t think there
are above two or three can read at all here. It would do the boys a deal of good in all respects to stop
children from coming till 11 years old but it would lay hard on the parents who would have to keep
them.
No.121. John Micklethwaite, Esq., proprietor of the Oaks Colliery, Ardsley, near Barnsley,
examined March 15th.
He depones:- I intust the entire management of the pit to an agent and I merely come and ride
over here as an amusement and do not interfere with the pit at all. The coroner’s inquest will give the
best information about the rope being broken when two men were killed about 6th. January. It is
impossible to take any precaution against such accidents. There is not a doubt the rope broke
through frost and there is no doubt the rope was sufficiently strong. I never have been in the pit and
never will go.
We have no children under eight or nine years as far as I know. I don’t know whether there are
lasses or not working in the pit but I must refer you for all information to the under ground steward.
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No.122. John Matthews. Examined at Messrs. Micklethwaite’s Colliery, 15th. March.
I shall be 18 the 15th. of next July. I have been here as engineer above 12 months and was
working the engine the day of the accidents happened when the rope broke and the two men were
killed, I always go slower than common when people are in the corves. I am quite sure the engine
was working steadily the time the accident happened. She was as slow as she could go to keep going
at all. She is an engine that works very well. It was, I think, owing to the frost the rope broke.
Sometimes we have brought up three full grown men with the same rope.
No.123. John Lawton, aged 45 years, surveyor and under ground steward of Messrs. Traviss
Horsfall’s Colliery.
I have known children go into the pits at six years old. When they arrived at eight years old they
are generally sent into the pit. From seven to eight is the usual time, unless the parents can afford to
keep them longer. They work at first as trappers. They usually begin to hurry after a year and when
they begin to hurry generally at first with another. A boy must be fine to hurry by himself before he
is 12 or 14. The corves when loaded weight altogether about 81/2 cwt. If the distance for each journey
from the bank face to the pit shaft average 400 yards, the boy will hurry 20 corves in the day and
have a little time to spare. He can do this of he begins at six in the morning and comes out again at
four o’clock, one hour included for dinner. The engine generally stands a whole hour for dinner and
the boys have a whole hour, but sometimes the boys may help a little to get but this does not
encroach much on the hour, and only occasionally happens. The boys have to hurry and to riddle.
We have no place where they have to hurry up hill with loaded corves to the beat of my knowledge.
The getters employ their own hurriers and control them but if I found a boy ill used I should
immediately interfere. Two or three months ago a boy came up and complained to me that he had
been beaten. He was disabled from his work a few days in consequence. I sent for the men out of the
pit and reprimanded him. He confessed his fault and promised not to repeat it and to pay the boy his
wages during the time he was laid up which he did and in consequence I let him go down again to
his work. Ill usage is not general y here but it used to be. There is a general disposition to be
quarrelsome and fractious among the hurriers and where there is not good management and
superintendence there will be ill usage of the less boys by the older. There is but one girl hurrying in
the it and she is 21 years old. She is employed as a hurrier. She works in trousers and with a
waistcoat and shift. I have never seen girls work naked down to the waist in any pits I have been
connected with but I have seen many girls working in pits. When a man had many girls and has not
boys enough he is necessitated to take girls. It has a bad effect on the morals of some of the girls, but
not on all. I have been in Mr. Wilson’s service 20 years at Silkstone as assistant manager. I consider
flat ropes less liable to break and safer than round ones. We use flat ropes. I cannot say whether frost
would have a tendency to injure the rope or not but I never knew a rope broke through frost. The bit
you show me is not sufficient to judge by but I should say it was a sound one. There are not many
who get any education but in a Sabbath School and the children generally go. I dare not mention the
number who can read through a plain sentence but very few indeed.
No.124. The Rev. Richard Earnshaw Roberts, incumbent of St. George’s, Barnsley. Examined
April 1st., 1841.
Generally speaking the education is very defective both mining the weaving and mining children.
The miners are so much worked during the week days and never come near us on Sundays with few
exceptions that my acquaintance with them is insufficient to enable me to speak positively as to the
difference between the two classes. The religious instruction of the children is decidedly deficient
and so is their attendance at places of worship. The general indifference of the parents is one cause
of the deficiency, their early employment of their children is another. They don’t allow then time to
some to school. These operate against the day school instruction and Sunday School instruction is
not sufficient alone to counteract the neglect of education during the week and the of moral
example. I certainly think there is not more vice here than in other towns similarly circumstanced as
a manufacturing place. It is my impression that colliers are less immoral in their habits than weavers
having more constant occupation during the day. The character of the instruction in day schools is
very defective. I instruct the teachers in the Sunday Schools myself in order that they may know how
to teach their pupils and this I consider is essential to do in order to the efficiency of the instruction
they give. I think it would be decidedly desirable to limit for education. At present I have no means
of getting then to pay them pastoral visits though there are many in a state of heathenism around us,
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owing to their being in the pits all day and being tired at night. I have adopted, however, a system of
cottage lectures held in the houses of cottages once a week, which are well attended and prove very
useful in reaching a class who are not in the habit of coming to church. Few colliers’ children attend
them They are chiefly weavers or their wives and families. I think the practice of working females in
mines is highly objectionable, physically, intellectually and morally and spiritually.
No.125. Peter Waring. Examined March 16th., at Billingley.
I have been a collier all my life. I was under ground steward at Messrs, Charlesworth’s colliery
here. Colliers are like sailors and will either be playing or drinking. They go down between six and
seven and come out again at three or four. They will gain 3s. 9d. a day after they have paid the
hurriers.
The pit has not been worked for 18 weeks and will not be continued. There is no working with
belt and chain about here. At Flockton 15 inch veins are worked, Some children go in too young. A
goof many are pretty scarce of education. The hurrying is very hard work. There are no children
suffer so much as those who go into coal pits. Many dark bitter mornings I have seen children go to
the pits who ought to be in bed. I never should like my children to go in. They are not beaten, it is
the work that hurts them. It is mere slavery and nothing but it.
No.126. John Simpson, aged 64, examined at Thorpe’s Colliery. March 25th.
I think eight hours work is enough for a collier if he works when he is at it. It will take between
10 or 11 hours to get 4s., which is what is what we ought to earn. I should like to have 4s. for eight
hours work but I could not get so much coal. We get about 13 or 14 corves per day.
No.127. John Crossland aged 31. Examined at the same time as the last witness.
I have a family. I think a child can come at 11 without hurting it to hurry with a partner as old. It
ought not to hurt two such. I don’t think it is proper for girls to come to the pits.
No.128. James Eggley, aged 45. Examined in the same pit as the above.
I have six girls and only one young boy not old enough to come to the pit. I cannot do without
sending my girls to the pit. The eldest is 18 and the second 16. They each hurry alone. It is hard
work for them to be sure, but mine look well with it. They do complain of being tired sometimes. I
don’t like their coming down but I have had one (Ann) at home and I cannot get any work for her to
do, though I can get nothing, I have tried. She brings me in 10s. per week and it is a hard thing to
loose it. Six go to Sunday School regularly. We work on an average 11 hours. We are not in the pit
above 10. But 20 years since we used to go in at four and we used to make sad work if we were not
back by Barnsley church at two. Eight hours is a reasonable time for collier. I think it is long enough
and half an hour for meals.
No.129. John Wright. Examined March 25th., hurrier in Thorpe’s Colliery.
I shall be nine years old next Whitsuntide. It tires me much. It tires my arms. I have been two
years in the pit and have been hurrying all the time. It tires the small of my arms. I’d rather bet at
school. I come at about five and get out at half past four and sometimes five. I go to Sunday School
and read ”Reading Made Easy.”
No.130. John Hargreave, Examined March 25th, aged 66.
I have been a collier ever since six except 11 years in the army. I think colliers work from 10 to
11 hours. The time does not differ. When I was a young fellow we used to work for nine hours in
thin coal bed. We used to get up between two and three and had three miles to go to work and we
used to get out of the pit about three in the thick coal pit. I think a collier works enough if he works
well between eight and nine hours but he should strip his shirt and take his pick and follow it up till
his sweat runs off him. It ought to be limited to this time. We never used to stop at all. I have many a
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time gone home and had not a bit to eat and took the pudding and boiled it once. Hurrying is heavy
work for children. They ought not work till they are 12 years old and then put two together for these
heavy corves. Ten years old is young enough for a trapper and let them have a little schooling first.
If a child goes to school he will not get a deal of schooling before that. I would not have a lass seen
in the pit if I had my way and nobody will allow them who has any spirit or sense. They can see
nought but backguardism and debauchery. They are bet out of the pit are lasses. Copula man and
road man ought to come in at six and go out at four.
No.131. William Moxam.
I have been a collier 36 years. I look over at the bottm of the pit. I think men work 10 hours in the
pit exclusive of drawing people and exclusive of stoppages. If a man comes down and works nine
hours, as he ought to do, he will tire himself. It would not do harm to limit the pit to these hours all
through the country. I mean that they work exclusively of stoppages. No children ought to come
before nine years of age and lasses ought to come at no rate and I have said it thousands of time.
Several trappers have been lamed by leaning against the doors and sleeping at mealtimes. It is
owing to their coming too young and they have no exercise and get dulled standing in the dark. The
corves come down and don’t see them standing there and so lame them.
No.132. Thomas Wright, aged 43 colliers.
We work 11 or 12 hours in the pit. We get in at half past five and we get home at half past four. I
think nine years is about as long as colliers can work in a pit. I am getting into years and I’m done
up in that time.
No.133. David Row, collier, examined March 25th., in the same pit.
I help to fill and they riddle themselves. They don’t top* unless they are big, and then perhaps
they top to help us. The corves are the heaviest anywhere about. The hurriers have not so oft to go
when they are heavy but they are too heavy for some of them. I’ll take this corve which is full and
take it where you can’t move it if it stops and I think children ought not to come to the pit to hurry
till 12 years old. They ought not to trap before they are nine or they can get no schooling. A collier
ought to work eight hours. If a man has a family and does not know how to keep them he knows
where he belongs to get relief but if he had a fair day’s wage for his work he could keep them
himself. I am not a married man but I have to keep my mother.
No.134. Mr. Cawthorne, under ground steward to Messrs. Charlesworth’s pits at Silkstone and
Dodworth, examined March 26th.
He depones:- the nearest distance in this pit at Silkstone is 120 yards for hurriers, the longest
about 400 yards. 250 yards is the evidence. There is no ‘stint’ respecting the number. It varies. We
calculate that of they can get 100 corves in the six days it is a good week’s work. They will hurry 14
or 15 in a day, weighing 81/2 cwt. each. We are short of trade at present. The engine man begins to let
down at five in the morning. They come out from 12 t o6 at all times. Some work 10, some 11, some
12 hours. There is no regularity and no statement to compel them. They work as they please.
Sometimes they will stop at home and not come at all. Taking two men and one lad at a time it
would take three quarters of an hour to draw 80 or 90 people safely and the same time to let them
down the shaft. If I had a score of lasses I should bring none to the pit. Many come through
necessity. I can’t. It makes the girls thin if they were running about. Betwixt 9 and 10 hours, if the
work is regular, per day, is enough for a man to work buy not for a man to work not at all one day,
and half a dozen hours another and sometimes 13 as they do now. I think the work is not too hard

* “To top” means to lift very large pits of coal on to the top of the corves.
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for the children altogether, because if they are very young they go two together. The girl you saw in
the bank face getting hasn’t to too much hard work. Her master does not come regular at all but the
hurriers often do stop an hour at dinner. The getters generally let them have time for dinner. We
have had no serious accidents but one lately. The bell had not been rung at the bottom of the shaft to
warn the engine and the man would get in and was only half in and fell out again, the corve going
off rougher than had the bell been rung. H died in a day or two, having fallen, however, only four or
five yards.
No.135. Daniel Crossland. Examined in the same pit at Silkstone.
I am not yet 18. I am a hurrier. I am getting today because my brother cannot come. I often get. I
cut the top, but my regular work is hurrying. I have cut the top at times ever since I started and it will
be eight years I reckon. I am very tired at night. It is the getting. I am in the pit between 11 and 12
hours and I never stop above three quarters of an hour. I can read easy words. I can’t write.
No.136 (a). Rebecca Hough, aged 14. Examined whilst getting in the same pit.
I am a regular hurrier. I am used to help the getter. I often do it three or four time a week. I help
fill and riddle and then I hurry the corves t o the bull stake. It tires me a good deal. I have always
enough to do to tire men well at night, I find the hurrying the hardest work. It is because I don’t
always do much at getting that it tires me less. I have never been to school. I don’t so to Sunday
School, I like to have a rest day on Sunday and not to go to school. I come down between five and
six.
I go out mostly between five and six, I stop perhaps ten minutes. The engine stands an hour. We
have always somewhat to do you know at noon. I always work some time at beginning as well as the
end. I’ve learnt to read. I don’t know my letters. I never go to Church and Chapel. I have a mother
and sometimes I go on Sunday but not often. Jesus Christ was God’s Son, he came to save sinners.
He was nailed upon the cross. I went to Sunday School when I was less. What I did learn I have
forgotten. I don’t like being in the pit if I could get anything else. I have not tried to get a place I
know I could not, there is over many put of place already.
No.136 (b). Ann Fern. Examined in the same pit, aged 14.
I am a hurrier and help to fill and riddle. I have been in the pit five years last July. It tires me
enough sometimes and sometimes not. I don’t go to Sunday School because I think I ought to rest on
Sundays but sometimes I go to Chapel. I can read in the Bible. I am up at half past four and go down
at five and go out at four sometimes five. I like being in the pit but I would rather go to service but I
never tried. It’s hard work going on the pit. I care nothing about where I am. I should be worked
hard anywhere, I dare say. I have had my leg broken in the pit. I was a trapper. I was poorly with the
work when I was at Clarke’s Pit for I had to work rather harder there often 13 hours. I have been ill
at times two days and three days. The water used to make my feet raw it was bad water. I have been
in this pit four or five months.
No.137. Thomas Wilson, Esq., of the Banks, Silkstone, owner of three collieries.
He depones:- my impression is that there is not much over working of children in the mines in
this neighbourhood, At least there is nothing in the appearance of the juvenile mining population
which indicates any injury to their health. I do not mean to sat that there are not exceptions, but I am
not myself aware of any. When first taken into the mines, about the age of eight years, they are
employed as trapper, their business being to sit near trap doors and open and shut them when
necessary. For this work they are paid by the mine owner. When about 10 years of age, they are
employed by their parents or other colliers as hurriers, at first in the company with another child and
afterwards singly. If employed at this age by the mine owners, it will be as horse drivers, an
occupation in which no great muscular exertion is necessary. Their education is certainly most
defective, though perhaps not much so than that of children of other classes around them. The
employment of females of any age in and about the mines is most objectionable and I should rejoice
to see it put an end to but in the present feeling of the colliers, no individual would succeed in
stopping it in a neighbourhood where it prevailed, because the man would immediately go to those
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pits where their daughters would be employed. The only way effectual to put an end to this and other
evils in the present colliery system of to elevate the minds of the men and the only mans to attain
this is to combine sound moral and religious training and industrial habits with a system of
intellectual culture much more perfect than can at present be obtained by them.
I object on general principles to government interference in the conduct of any trade and I am
satisfied that in mines it would be productive of the greatest injury and injustice. The art of mining is
not so perfectly understood as to admit of the way in which a colliery shall be conducted being
dictated by any person, however experienced, with such certainty as would warrant an interference
with the management of private business. I should also most decidedly object to placing collieries
under the present provision so of the Factory Act with respect to the education of children employed
therein. First, because, if it is contended that the coal owners as employers of children, are bound to
attend to their education, this obligation extends equally to all other employers and therefore it is
unjust to single out one class only. Secondly, because, if the legislature asserts a right to interfere to
secure education, it is bound to make that interference general and thirdly, because the mining
population is in this neighbourhood so intermixed with other classes and is in such small bodies in
any one place, that it would be impossible to provide separate schools for them. I am satisfied too,
that any such enactment must be a mere delusion until there be provided a sufficient number of
competent school masters and in the mean time it is certain that certificates would be given which
would satisfy the letter of the Act while the system would be wholly deficient in securing to children
such a course of instruction and training, physically, morally and intellectually, as would fit them for
the stations in which they may be placed, and by creating a higher moral standards would of itself
raise them above the practices complained of.
The opinions here expressed of the impossibility of applying the provisions of the Factory Act to
collieries and of the insufficiency of any regulations to improve the condition of the miners, if
unaccompanied with an improved system of education are not theoretical, but derived from
experience. I have found it impossible to establish such a system of fair, but mild discipline as I
could wish from the want of sufficient intelligence among the subordinate agents. They are
incapable of comprehending the principles of steady and systematic management. They judge of
each case by its own circumstances and not in relation to general principles. and if they are not
allowed to manage in their own rough manner they are incapable of maintaining discipline. Not that
they are inclined to severity or harshness. In general their faults are o of the opposite nature. It is
obvious that in amine where so many things are going on without the presence of an overlooker, and
where accidents of the most fearful nature may arise for the acts of an individual discipline must be
maintained at any hazard, for the safety of the miners themselves and the security of the mine and
therefore the employers are often obliged to overlook practices which they would gladly be
abolished. This is the case with corporal punishments, which it would be unsafe to prohibit publicly.
All that can be done is it discourage them privately. I believe they rarely occur and are not marked
by any severity. I have always found in uneducated men a great indisposition to work any new
system which they do not approve or understand. They invariably evade their duty and are
exceedingly ingenious in doing so, or they will enforce a rule where it happens to produce a strong
case of hardship and this throw odium on the regulation in order to get rid of it.
This is a point well worthy of consideration because it might be thought than an employer had
only to insist and his orders would be obeyed, or that, if not obeyed, he ought to dismiss his agent.
But an agent who understands the practical part of his business, and attends to it. It too valuable to
be lightly parted with and especially when there would be no hope of better success with his
successor. To establish schools exclusively of the education of those who are employed in mines, as
in the case of factories, would not answer. The factory is permanent and the dwellings are usually
contiguous with it but collieries are frequently changing their position and the children have often
one or two miles to go to their homes and are scattered in different directions. The nature of their
employment renders them, when they come to work, unfit for school and it cannot therefore be
placed near the mine. I will give an instance. About five years ago I established as school for the
education of the infant children of my workmen. It was opened by Mr. Wilderspin who conducted it
for a month and them placed it under the care of a master and mistress of his own selection. In the
families of my workpeople there were 90 children of an age to attend. For a short time at first the
number on the books was 76 but after the first year it dwindled to about 30 and the school was
obliged to be abondoned as it did not pay one quarter of the salary of the teachers. The cause was
that the children had most of them two miles to come from four to five surrounding hamlets and they
were too young to do this with safety. The payments by the children, during the first year, were only
£21 7s. 3d., during the third year, only £6 4s. There is certainly a wish among the colliers to have
their children educated, but it is not strong enough to lead them to economise in other respects to pay
for their education before they go to the pit, or to resist the temptation of making up for their
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improvidence by the earnings of their children. If it were not for Sunday Schools there would be
little education such as it is.
The wages of the collier in full employment are amply sufficient to maintain a family in comfort
without the assistance of the wages of children (13 years) for instances might be adduced of
individuals who, governed by superior intelligence or actuated by the fears caused perhaps by some
loss of life to a relative, have brought up a fairly respectably on their own earnings alone. It is true
these are infrequent cases but I have no hesitation in saying that they afford every encouragement to
those who look to the elevation of the miners in moral and intellectual character as quite sufficient to
remove all the existing abuses as conclusive evidence of its beneficial results.
There is one circumstance affecting the condition of the colliers in this neighbourhood, and
probably in most mining districts, which is important as strengthening the argument that the
elevation of the workman’s character is the only safe basis on which to build hopes of his social
improvement. The mining population is fast approaching to the same condition as the
manufacturing, that of uncertain and irregular employment, arising from the elevation of the
workman’s character is the only safe basis on which to build hopes of his social improvement. The
mining population is fast approaching to the same condition as the manufacturing, that of uncertain
and irregular employment, arising from the same cause if ill regulated relation between supply and
demand. This of course tends strongly to encourage the employment of children to eye out the
earnings. It is also unfortunate a state more likely to increase the defects and faults of an uneducated
and improvident class, while it is one that demands the fullest exercise of intelligence and
providence on the part of the workman. It produces recklessness too in the ignorant sufferer and
aggravates his disposition to live for the present moment only. I should not omit to mention than as
education which, like that of the Factory Act, applies to one class only. has not a fair chance, as it
leaves the children subject to the powerful influences of bad example and bad practices in the
surrounding population with whom they are in constant intercourse.
At the same time that I object to compulsory enactments for this purpose, I fully recognise the
duty incumbent on employers of labour to take every means to promote the education and elevate
the moral character of those whom they employ.
But though on principle objecting to legislative interference, I do not think that any injury would
result to employers from the restrictions which did not fetter thme in management of their works. If,
therefore, it were thought desirable at once to interfere, such interference could not be better
exercised than in prohibiting the employment of females in the mines. neither would a restriction as
to the age at which boys should be employed be injurious to the employer, farther than as the
inspection might be veracious, for the expectation that higher wages would be given, if older hands
were engaged, is in opposition to the laws which regulate the price of labour. With respect to the
hours during which pits are allowed to work, if any regulation be necessary, great caution would be
required, first to take care that it had not a tendency to make the colliers overwork themselves, in
order to earn the same amount in less time, which effect is now commonly necessary that, in a pit
where a large number of colliers are employed, a longer time will be required to get put a
proportionate quantity of work. The same remark applies to an old and extensive colliery where the
distance from the shaft is greater. I have said that restrictions as to age will not affect employers’
interests. At present young children are employed as trappers, because they are able to perform the
work, and older children can earn more in hurrying &c. If there were a restriction as to the age at
which hurriers should begin work, trappers would probably not be taken from such young children
as there is certainly no advantage in having them so young.
Exposed to accidents as the colliers’ life naturally is, it may be thought that there will be
connected with his employment some peculiar provision, either for himself when ill, or for his
family when suddenly deprived of him. Unfortunately there had been very little done to secure this
object. With wages certainly adequate, besides maintaining his family in comfort, to provide a sum
for such contingencies, it is seldom that he is a contributor in the savings bank. He is generally a
member of a friendly society which however, is not so well managed as it ought to be and if he save
all his money is invested in a money club but there is no peculiar provision adapted to his peculiar
circumstances neither have any data been collected on which to form one. About eight years ago an
attempt was made by me to establish a club for the relief of colliers when unable to work from the
effects of an accident, and it has succeeded beyond expectation. I mention it with a view to its
adoption elsewhere or what would be preferable to the establishment of a general club for the whole
district. It was of course an experiment as there was no data to go upon and it may at any rate be
considered after eight years experience as showing by what payment in this district a given sum may
be insured during the effects of accidents. The subscribers are deducted from the wages, the
allowances paid, and the accounts kept by the owner of the mine, so that the whole of the funds are
applicable to the purpose of relief.
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A member whose wages are less than 7s. a week paid one halfpenny per week, and receive 3s.
6d. a week during illness, all whose wages exceeded 7s. a week, paid and receives double the above
amounts. Latterly the allowance has been reduced to 2s. 6d. and 5s. only because the number of
subscribers has been greatly reduced in consequence of one of the collieries being given up.
The following table will show the operation of the club from its commencement:-

1833
1834
1835
1836
1837
1838
1839
1840

No. of subscribers
Max. Min. Average
93
125
107
115
232
158
197
228
212
200
243
224
217
272
245
288
289
270
68
268
153

Accidents
chargeable
5
33
52
45
53
40
33

Balance in hand

Receipts
£
s.
12
7
41
9
47
3
52
8
56
12
59
16
35
0
17
5
334
2
321
0
13
2

d.
11
2
3
1
8
1
6
3
11
7
4

Payments
£
s.
7 14
24 14
40
7
51
9
72 16
37
2
63 14
23
3
321
0

d.
0
0
4
6
0
0
0
9
7

No account of the cause and nature of the accidents was kept previous to July, 1836, nor since August, 1838 have they
been properly recorded. During that time 96 accidents occurred which were chargeable. Of these the following are thus
registered:25
20
8
19
7
5
6
90

from the roof falling.
from coals falling.
from various things falling on the sufferers.
from the corves hurting them.
from wounds from tools.
from firedamp.
from falling over corves or coals.

No.138. Mr. George Armitage, aged 36 years. Examined 27th. March.
I am now teacher at Hoyland School. I was a collier at Silkstone until I was 22 years old and
worked in the pit above 10 years, I believe that both men and children usually remain in the pits
twelve hours. When I was there, I am certain it was the case and I am persuaded the case is not
altered much, excepting when trade of bad. They have never above an hours’ stoppage during the
day. Some will employed during nearly the whole of dinner time in the banks. The children, when
big enough, will help to get of fill and some to remove the much and dirt which must be separated
from the coal. The employment of trappers is as bad as being in prison, they sit in the cold and the
dark and often begin as young as seven. I am positive it is bad for their minds and I believe for their
health because they have no exercise and are starving cold where there is often a considerable draft
which makes it a worse occupation than hurrying for health. The hurriers are shamefully overworked
in many cases, not in all but very often. I going up the board gates they have often to push with their
heads and when the level is dead it is very hard work there. It is the regular business of the hurrier to
fill and help fill and the slower the collier is the more will the child have to do to help him. In such
case s they will often have to fill entirely. I hardly know how to reprobate the practice sufficiently of
girls working in the pits. Nothing can be worse. I have no doubt that debauchery is carried on from
which there is every opportunity, for the girls go constantly when hurrying, to men who work often
alone in the bank faces apart from every one. I think it scarcely possible for girls to remain modest
who are in the pits, regularly mixing with such company and hearing such language as they do. It is
next to impossible. I dare venture to say that many of the wives who come from pits know nothing
of sewing or any household duty such a women ought to know. They lose all disposition to learn
such things. They are rendered unfit for learning them also by being overworked and not being
trained to the habit of it. I have worked in the pits for above 10 years where girls were constantly
employed and I can safely say it is an abominable system. Indecent language is quite common. I
think, if girls were trained properly as girls ought to be, that there would be no more difficulty in
finding suitable employment for them than in other places. Many a collier spends in drink what he
has shut up a young child the whole week to earn in the dark cold corner as a trapper. The education
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of the children is universally bad. They are generally the common facts of Christian history and
principles and indeed, in almost everything else. Little can be learnt merely on Sundays and they are
too tired as well as indisposed to go to night schools. I am decidedly of opinion that when trade is
good the work of hurriers is generally continuous but when there are two together, perhaps the little
one will have a rest when the big one is filling or riddling. I should say that 10 was quite early for
any child and too early for the generality of children to go in the pits at all. I think 10 hours quite
sufficient time for the men and children to be in the pits, including an hour for meals. I think that
girls ought to be prevented from going into pits, whatever may be the consequence. The effect of
preventing them could not be worse than that of letting them be. I think I should have a difficulty in
finding any to work harder than a colliers, taken it from first to last.
No.139. Michael Thomas Sadler, Esq., surgeon, Barnsley. Examined March 31st.
I have been 18 years here and have had experience among colliers in the course of my
professional service. I have found disease of the heart in adult colliers, which it struck me arose from
violent exertion. I know of no trade about here where the work is harder. I cannot state that children
are subject to any particular disease. The man are always to be recognised as colliers by their
paleness owing to their exclusion from the light. Colliers do not live to an old age. They live well.
Their education is very deficient. I think them the most ignorant class of any. The children look
strong. Light is, however essential for perfect health from which they are in great measure excluded.
I consider the ventilation of pits of the greatest importance to health.
I strongly disapprove of female being in pits. The female character is totally destroyed by it. Their
habits and feelings are altogether different. They can neither discharge the duties of wives nor
mothers. I see the greatest differences in the homes of those colliers whose wives do not go into the
pits in cleanliness and good management. It is a brutalising practice for women to be in collieries.
The effect on their morals is very bad. It would be advisable to prevent females from going into pits.
The people in pits are very liable to accidents. If there was more care taken both with the machinery
and the ropes, as well as the ventilation, there would be many fewer accidents. I believe that men
have been killed owing to the ropes being used when mended instead of having new ones. It is
impossible to prevent accidents altogether but they might be much diminished with more care and
prudence. Very few colliers have a book in their houses. They are very uninformed and have no
refinement. Colliers ought not to work in the pits before 12 years old, but they require to be in early
to familiarise them with the occupation. I never knew any a collier a politician. Very few females get
much education among the working classes here. The weavers work longer than the colliers and get
worse wages and living and they are certainly not so strong as colliers. There is a good deal of beer
drinking among colliers, chiefly at public houses.
No.140. Robert C. Clarks, Esq., coal master, Silkstone, Examined March 26th.
Our pits are never worked more than 11 hours and the average will be half an hour less. The
actual work begins at about six and ends at all hours from two till five as the colliers can get their
work done or they choose. The hurriers are entirely under their control but do not work the whole of
the time. They are on average actually working above six or seven hours exclusive of stoppages. I
think they are not over worked because I know they will run when they get out of the pits and are up
to all sorts of mischief and fun. Their health is very good. I don’t know of a place where there is less
ill health. I make a point of having good ventilation in the pit. and I consider it most important for
health and safety. A persons appointed for the purpose visits every part of the pit every morning
before the men go down to ascertain the state of the air.
I don’t think it suitable for girls to work in pits but I don’t know how the parents can support
them without. The wages are good but a collier requires top live well to support his strength. If the
hours of labour are restricted too much the colliers will over work themselves in order to get a living
and get their work out in that time. It would not do to restrict the drawing of water sale coals to less
than 11 hours because we cannot always have the waggon up in time and stoppages are unavoidable
in that account. It would not do to lay the coals down to wait because it would cost us from 9d. to 1s.
for every 31/2 tons for filling up again. Our plan is to shoot them at once into the waggons.
Eight is the proper age for trappers. If they come later they want to be running off but the young
ones pay more attention. For instance, a little one, when a coal gets into the way, or the door won’t
shut will run and bring a man to get it put right but an older one will try to get it right and keep the
door open while he is bungling about it and has to go for somebody to assist in the end. The lives of
all the men would be risked by leaving the door open. I object to any species of machinery for the
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purpose because I am sure it would not be secure and when it went wrong the hurriers could not be
trusted to give notice. I do not think that there is much difference in the safety of flat and round
ropes. If a strand gives it is easier seen in the round rope. But the man point of safety and the ear of
the rope is in the diameter of the pulley, which ought to be of a good size, say four feet. There are
circumstances in which Davy’s lamps is indispensable and cannot be substituted by ventilation.
Suppose a collier is 15 or 20 yards up a board gate or level before an air slit can be cut, he could not
take a lighted candle up.
No.141. Mr. Timothy Marshall, 35 years of age. Examined at Darton March 30th.
I have been connected with the collieries for 11 years and have lives in the coal district
constantly. I am aware that girls work in several pit about here. I think it pernicious for their health. I
knew a girl ho had been, perhaps five or six years in a colliery employed as a hurrier who was taken
ill about the age of 14 or 15 with a cough and chest complaint and eventually died, owing, in my
belief, to the employment in the pit. It was the damp and hard work that hurt here and going out so
early in the morning. She used to go to the pit soon after five in the morning. She left owing to
illness and was apprenticed to my sister as a straw bonnet maker in consequence of her work in the
pit hurting her. I think it is a very unhealthy employment. She has a sister going the same way now
who is also working in the same pit. The system unfits girls for being mothers of families and has a
very bad effect on their morals. They use very bad language. The education of the children is
generally very deficient in coal pits. They get little else than Sunday School instruction which is
very meagre indeed. I think the hurrying is what hurts the girls and it is too hard work for their
strength. The colliers children are worse in morals and education than those who don’t work in the
pits but are not worse than manufacturing children. I think that children cannot be educated after
they once get to work in the pits. They are both tired and even disinclined to learn when the have
done their work and they make very little progress when educated only on Sabbath Schools. I knew
a millwright who earned 24s. per week regularly who is sending two children to a colliery, and they
went at eight years off age or earlier. he could have afforded to have sent them to school. I knew also
of another man with 14s. a week and who sent his children to school and would not send them to the
pit. There were no other circumstances which made this man better off. The 14s. and 24s. were fair
measures of their actual means. It is not poverty that keeps them chilled from school. Girls might
certainly get employed if properly brought up but there is a decided objection to taking them into
respectable families from the pits.
No.142. At a meeting of the above 350 working colliers from the surrounding district held in the
Court House, Barnsley, on the 25th. March, 1841 before the Sub-Commissioner, it was resolved:1. - That 11 hours is the usual time collieries are actually worked each day on the average.
2. - That eight hours is quite sufficient time for both men and children to be in the pits and that
longer hours are injurious to both, considering the atmosphere of mines and the accidents to which
they are exposed.
3. - That children ought not to be employed in the pits al all before they are 11 years old but parents
cannot afford to maintain them up to that age without the assistance of their labour and no legislation
ought to take place without provision be made for their maintenance.
4. - That the work of hurriers is very laborious for children and that the work of trappers is wet and
cold and hurtful to the health of young children.
5.- That the employment of girls in pits is highly injurious to their morals and it is not proper work
for females and that it is a scandalous practice. (Carried with five dissenters only.)
6. - That the ignorance of the children of colliers is very great and the reason that their wages are not
sufficient to enable the colliers to give their children education and they earnestly desire to have
better means of education. The long hours the children work tire them too much to allow then to
learn in the evening.
I certify that these resolutions were duly passed by show of hands at the above mentioned meeting after full and free
discussion by the colliers there assembled.
(Signed) W.C. MENCE
Clerk of the Peace at Petty Session, Barnsley.
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No.143. The Rev. Robert William, curate, St. Mary’s, Barnsley.
I have been resident here as chief minister for 22 years. I think the morals of the working class
here are in an appalling state. There is a shade of difference in favour of the colliers over the
weavers. The ill manners an conduct of the weavers are daily presented to view in the streets but the
colliers work under ground and are less seen and we have less means of knowing. I believe,
however, that those of the weavers who are inhabitant householders and have resided some time in
the place are a fair specimen of the working classes and are very different or the migratory
proportion of their body who are more generally seem and are reckless of habits. The masters in
among the youths is that of gambling. The boys may be seen playing at pitch-and-toss on the
Sabbath and on week days. They are seen doing this in all directions. The next besetting sin is
promiscuous sexual intercourse. This may be much induced in the manner in which they sleep, men,
women and children often sleeping in one bedroom. I have known a family and mother of 12
children, some of them grown up, sleeping on a kind of sacking straw bed, reaching from one side of
the room to another along the floor. They were an English family. Sexual intercourse begins very
young. This and gambling pave the way, then drinking ensues and this is the vortex which draws in
every other sin. Few of the colliers are habitual drunkards and their houses are generally better and
they have good nutritious food. In these respects the colliers are better off than the weavers. I believe
girls of the weavers are quite as immoral as those who work in the coal pits, not that I would say
anything in extenuation of the practice of working girls in coal pits. Decidedly a very great majority
of the children an youths abstain from frequenting places of public worship and are also growing up
uneducated. I was yesterday visiting several of the families whose children’s names were on our
Sunday School books, and who occasionally attended. I went to inquire why they did not come
regularly and the general excuses was that they had not the means of giving their children proper
clothing. Others said they did not want to come and allow them to please themselves. I am
convinced that there is, nevertheless, no family in the place who, if they conducted themselves with
moderate industry and sobriety, might not have a competency at all times. There are several of the
weavers who have brought up large families dependant wholly on their labour, and are now lining in
their own house. I am less acquainted with the colliers and do not know how far it may by the case
with them. A master weaver who has a five or six loom shop and can work most of the looms from
his own family, has a better income than any of the clergy of this town. Some of the weavers are
very reckless, and have found state of destitution in the depression of the trade who had been earning
upwards of £6 a week previously. Parish apprentices are sometimes very hardly used by severe
masters among the weavers but I have known some who have been used with great kindness.
Children of far too young to the pits to be educated, except at Sunday Schools, to which numbers
never go at all, There are a few school masters who go about from hose to house and give an hours
instruction to one family and them proceed to another. It is taken up by men who are chiefly aged or
crippled and who are unable to work. They do it for livelihood and, as instruction, it is better than
nothing and it gives a little stimulus to read at other times.
I highly approve of lay agency, and were I capable of taking the whole of my ministerial duties
myself, would greatly prefer a lay agent to a curate. A system of domiciliary visiting would be
carried our which cannot otherwise be effected. One of the best conducted parishes I know of is one
in which the whole time one lay agent, and half the time the other, is employed by the resident
minister who is able to perform the whole of the ministerial duty himself. Those who most need our
advice and admonitions never come near us at all and it is this body that lay agency is best adapted
to reach.
No.144. Mrs. Fern, collier’s wife at Silkstone. Examined 26th. March.
I am the mother-in-law to Ann Fern, She has not been quite five years in the pit. There is nothing
else for her to do. I couldn’t get her into service. There are good and bad in pits as well as above
ground. I was 11 years in the pits. I don’t find Ann is much tired, except sometimes. It is a deal
harder some days than what it is others. Ann goes at half past five and mostly gets home at half past
four and often before. They have about four days a week at that pit just now. She has not gone to
Sunday School this winter for I wanted her to stay at home and learn some jobs about the house. She
has been at a Sunday School and day school also before she went into the pit. She can read pretty ell
at the Testament. There is difference in the girls as to their learning to sew and knit and to do
housework. Ann can knit very well and sew middling but some will do nought. Ann earns 6s. now in
four days and I did’t know what they would do if they might not go into the pits. When they come
home the girls mend their clothes and wash dishes and they have their dinner at night and they go to
bed sometimes sooner and sometimes later. They go to bed later than eight, more at ten. They would
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think it sommat to send them to bed at eight. My husband is a banksman at another pit. My own
daughter does not go to the pit. She’ll be 16 next month. The health of those who go to the pit never
ails nought.
No.145. Job Marshall, banksman, Peniston.
Children go down at eight and ore out at three. A boy hurries five of these corves which weight
about 17 stones 2 lbs. There are no wheels on corves and no rails. The gates are three quarters yard
wide and the bank face the same. There is no heat or damp. One of the boys is 11 and another 14 that
work here. They come in at 10 years sometimes. The father gets coal and two getters besides.
No.146. John Cawthra, collier. Examined March 24th in Messrs. Wilson’s Pit, aged 38.
I think it is not a good system bringing girls into the pits. They get bold. It tends to make girls
have bastards very much in some pits. I know, for instance, at Flockton it leads to immoral conduct.
I think they had better go to service. It is only on Sundays that they get schooling. At Flockton they
seldom know anything, I do know that. I think it hurts some children to hurry that are weak. I think
that at the same time they may hurry without hurting themselves.
No.147. Sarah Ann Swaine, Examined in Mr. Wilson’s Pit, March 24th., aged 101/2 years.
I like trapping, it doesn’t tire me. I don’t go to Sunday School, my father and mother won’t let
me, so I do nought but lake on Sundays.
No.148. John Batty. Examined at Messrs. Clarke’s, Silkstone Pit, March 18th, aged 81/2 years.
I like trapping and it doesn’t tire men. I don’t go to Sunday School, my father and mother won’t
let me, so I do nought but lake on Sundays.
No.149. Ann Mellor. Examined at the same time, aged 141/2 years.
I trapper for two years. I don’t like it so very well,. I am nearly always in the dark but it doesn’t
trie me. I go to Sunday School but I cannot read very well. I shall hurry soon if I can. I shall like it
better though it’s harder work but I should get more money. I come at six and leave at five in the
afternoon.
No.150. John Dunk, 12 year old. Examined April 2nd.
I am a winder to a weaver. I begin to wind at seven in the morning and leave off at ten at night. I
generally wind as long a s that. I stop half an hour at dinner and half hour for tea, I get potatoes and
dry bread and a bit of meat for dinner and I have tea and bread for breakfast and tea and sometimes
porridge. I could eat more if I could get it. I have been very little to school I have been to a Sunday
School when I do go. I don’t know who made the world. I have heard them talk of God Almighty
but I don’t know who he is. I don’t know whether I have ever heard of Jesus Christ or not. I never
pray, I’m not taught how. I don’t often go to Church. I have not the clothes to go in. I stop at house
and do nought.
No.151. Thomas Dunk. aged 14.
I am a weaver. I have been weaving between three and four years. I begun to wind when I was
nine years old. I weave about 14 hours a day and stop about half an hour for dinner. It tires me a
good deal in my arms. I get about 5s. a week which the man I work for takes and he clothes and
feeds me. I am well used generally. Some boys are well used and some ill. They beat some a good
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deal. I don’t go to Sunday School or to Church or Chapel. I have no clothes to go in. I have not been
taught to read. I don’t know my letters. I have never heard of Jesus Christ. I have never been taught
religion at all and I don’t know at all about such things. My brother you examined last is often very
much tired.
No.152. Sarah Jackson, aged 15.
I am a weaver. I have been weaving about four years. I work from six in the morning till ten at
night. I weave huckaback. It tires me very much indeed. I get plenty of food. I have never been ill
above a day or two. I go to Sunday School at Salem Chapel. I have learnt to read. I can read in the
Testament.
[Has a tolerable knowledge of Christianity.]

No.153. Edwin Fairclough, aged 111/2 years.
I wind. I begin between eight and leave off between seven and eight. I don’t find the work hard. It
does not tire me at all. I have been to Sunday School. I can read. I don’t go to the evening school. I
don’t know who St. Paul was nor St. John, but I know about St. Matthew. Jesus Christ was born in
heaven, but I don’t know what happened to him. He came to earth to commit sin, yes, to commit sin.
I can spell tolerably and write a little. Scotland is a country but I don’t know where it is. I never
heard of France, There are some lads that get very little to eat and they get paid (beat) nearly every
day sometimes.
No.154. George May aged 101/2 years.
I am a winder. I do nothing else but wind all day. I begin at eight in the morning and leave off at
nine. I have been doing it a year. I never go to Church or Chapel because I’ve no clothes. I can read
“Reading Made Easy.”
[This child has a fair knowledge of Christianity.]

No.155. Mary May, aged 13.
I am a winder but I can weave a bit, I like weaving but the winding is the easiest. I work from
even in the morning till nearly ten at night. I get enough to o eat and drink, sometimes, but not
always. I am tired sometimes but not always. I go to Sunday Schools where I can get there.
[Can read in the Testament and has a little knowledge of Christianity.]

No.156. Tom Hillingley and wife, weavers. Examined together at Barnsley, April 2nd., 1841.
Lads work 15 hours a day when there is work to do but there is not any regularity. They will
begin to wind at eight, nine or ten and to weave at twelve. A boy will have to work long hours to
make 4s. 6d. net. One half or one third of the weavers in the town would do all the work there is to
do, the work is not so irregular. Very few children get schooling among the weavers. Their parents
cannot afford schooling, we are confident of it. We should not like our boys to be in the pits, there
are so many accidents. We would sooner have only one meal a day but boys can make a deal more
money. Many earn 9s. a week. I don’t think that the children in coal pits are healthier. It is wet and
the colliers always look pasty and pale.
No.157. George Eversedge, at Mr. Wilson’s Pit at Darton. Examined March 24th.,
aged 12 years.
I have been nearly five years in the pit. I trapped above two years. I care nought about it. The
work tires me a bit but not so much. I get out of bed from four to half past. I have to be at the pit by
six. I go out at half past five to six. It is often seven when we get home. I go home. wash me, and
have supper an go to bed. I hurry with another, who is 11. He is my brother. I leive him when he
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doesn’t do right, but I don’t hurt him much. (The other says he is not hurt much.) I go to Sunday
School and read in spelling book. I never heard of Jesus Christ and I have seen him in a book nailed
on the cross, but I am sure I don’t know why he dies or why he came to the earth. I go to Chapel
sometimes and I listen to the preacher but I don’t understand him often. I don’t know whether Leeds
is the biggest town in England or not. 5 times 6, 36. 4 times 2, 20.
[He could not spell horse.]

No.158. James Hitchen, weaver. Examined April 2nd.
There is not a shop in Barnsley where there is above four children working together. I’ve been a
weaver here for 24 years. The children will begin in the morning at seven on an average and they
work generally till nine or ten at night. They are not well fed. I can answer for it mine own don’t,
and it is the case with many others. They get but middling of schooling but it is chiefly on Sundays.
The collier children are stronger, better fed and healthier but that trade is not so good as it was but
take 100 collier boys and 100 weaver boys and the collier boys will be the strongest and healthiest.
No.159. Charlotte Cooper. Examined April 2nd.
I have good many children but only one at the pit and he is 141/2 years old. He hurries at Messrs.
Horsfall and Traviss’s. He gets up at four in the morning and gets home by five but it has been seven
before he gets home. He stands the work very well, but he is overdone sometimes. It is hard work.
he was before at the Oaks Collier, Micklethwaite Pit and he was always ailing there. He was up to
his knees in water every day and he had to kneel to riddle. It was only a yard and two inches. His
hand very et but now his health pretty good and his appetite is surprisingly great and I am glad it is
or he could not stand the work. I reckon a whole loaf for him every day. I don’t think collier’s
children have as much schooling ever as weavers children. They seem to loath to get up in the
morning on Sundays being up so early in the week. Most boys get well used enough but some men
will strike the boys shamefully sometimes but I think it does not happen often.
No.160. Rev. Mr. Newman, curate of Tankersley.
The population of Tankersley is about 800. So many of the children going into the pits. I can
hardly form a comparison between them and others. The children generally come to the Sunday
School and as far as I can judge, their morals are certainly superior to the children at Worsbro’
Common who were employed in weaving. Swearing is, I fear, a prevailing vice in mines. There is
some reason to hope as respects the morals of the people about here. I have established an evening
school once a week for elder youths and children who can read and these are pretty well attended.
Some come three or four miles, but after their day’s work. Great ignorance prevails among the
children. There are many who are intelligent but very few, however, retain what they learn in
Sunday Schools. The children are apparently ready to come to Church and School and I attribute it
to there being a less crowded population which is favourable to morality. There are a few dame
schools in Tankersley, but there is only the day school now, I believe.
No.161. Mr. Richard Hinchcliffe, agent to Messrs. Graham’s ironstone pits, as well as
Lord Fitzwilliam’s Pit. Examined March 29th.
We employ no hurriers. There are many undertakers in the iron pits. I let each of the board gates
to one generally, and they employ both men and boys. In the gin pits, there is generally one
undertaker, and they employ both men and boys. In the gin pits there is generally one undertaker and
they have the entire control of the children. They are not over worked. They begin at eight and give
over at five. They have an hour at noon. The height of the gates is generally 1 feet 4 inches for the
black mines and 6 feet 6 inches in the white pits. There are no animals. All the gin pits are 80 yards
end and 60 yards bore. Most of the children got to Sunday Schools and are tolerably well behaved. It
is the custom of coal pits to work 11 and 12 hours about here. It is much harder work in the coal pits
owing to the damp and the hours of work. It is the custom of ironstone pits to work
shorter time.
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No.162. George Higgs, underground steward of Messrs, Graham’s ironstone pits.
Examined April 1st.
Generally one man contracts for each board gate and employs both men and children under him.
He has the control of the children. We have not trappers and not enough damp to injure trappers. We
are not afraid. Ironstone works are much less dangerous than colliers. I like round ropes best because
the wind has not much hold over them. I believe the children to be well used and not overworked.
We don’t allow them to be ill treated or to use bad language. We do not allow girls into the pits. I
disapprove and always have disapproved of such practices. They ought to be stopped.
I don’t know how to account for their working shorter time in ironstone pits than in collieries but
it is harder work. But is decidedly think ill of the long hours collieries work. From eight to five is
quite long enough for colliers to work but they often begin to work at four o’clock. Our corves and
stone weigh 8 cwt. The average distance the boys hurry of 190 yards. They will average 50 corves a
day. The dip is the stone is 1 in 12.
No.163. George Carr. Examined April 1st., in one of Messrs. Graham’s ironstone pits at
Tankersley, aged about 50.
We reckon from eight in the morning till 5 in the afternoon our regular hours of work and we do
not stop above ten mines to dinner. This is as long as we can work during the day but we are like to
be content with the present hours I reckon. I don’t think lads come too early. They come at eight
years old and are fit for it if they don’t have too hard work. They young ones won’t fill, It is hard
work to fill. They help a little in the hole. They have altogether plenty of work but not too much.
There are not many that get enough schooling. There are no girls in pits here. I make no more money
than the colliers at Silkstone nor so much, but I would be hard put to it before I world bring a lass of
mine to the pits. No, not if I was ever so ill put to it. I would live upon one meal a day sooner. I
don’t consider it right, no way. It is never done here. I have wrought above 40 years in the ironstone
pits. I have got seven children three only are working here, all boys and I have two boys and two
lasses at home. I am sure the colliers could do without putting their lasses in the pits. I don’t think
nought about it, I am sure of it. I have been as hard put to as any one and I never found it necessary.
It’s shameful practice.
No.164. Joseph Ball, aged 15. Examined in the same ironstone pit as the last witness, April 1st.
I have been three years in the pit. I hurry and it tires me middling. I come into the pit at eight in
the morning, not before, and I get out at five. I stop at 12 for half an hour. I have not been to a day
school only a but. Half a year perhaps. I go to Sunday School. I can’t read except in ‘Reading Made
Easy.’ I hurry myself. I like being in the pit middling.
No.165. Jerry Kenworthy. Examined in the same pit, aged 91/2 years.
I and another hurry together. I have only begun about a half year. It tires me much in my legs. I
come at eight and go at five o’clock. I can eat my supper very w ell when I come out of the pit. I am
not to tired for that. I read ‘Reading Made Easy’ at the Sunday School. I never heard much about
these things in the testament they teach me prayers through. I can’t tell who Jesus Christ was or why
he came here or whose son he was. I don’t remember.
No.166. Mr. Crooks, surgeon, Barnsley. Examined April 5th.
A more healthy set of children we haven’t about us that those who work in coal pits. I know of no
disease incidental to colliers. Girls have not been employed so much in this neighbourhood as in
some other places but I really don’t know of any peculiar complaint among them. I have heard there
is enough bread lying about in a pit as to feed a pig and when they come out they have hot meat
dinners generally. There is more unhealthiness among weavers. They are far from being thin in
comparison and are liable to consumptive complaints. They look puny and thin in comparison and
half starved. It is hard work is that of a collier. As early as 18 they begin to take men’s work and this
leads often to dissipation and drinking and which will in a great measure account of the shortness of
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colliers’ lives. Girls who work in coal pits cannot learn much about housewifery. But the weaver’s
girls just a little, and get into the habit of having their sewing done by needle women.
In a letter previously written Mr. Cooks states:The boys employed in the pits generally go to their work early in the morning, say from four to
five o’clock and continue till about that hour in the evening, getting their breakfast before they start,
taking a wedge of bread with them which is the only provision they have till they return home to
their principle meal. They commence working at the age of six or seven but the young ones attend
only to the trap or air doors. Each miner or getter employs two of the older lads who assist them
down the railways to a certain point or pit mouth where a number of these roads meet. Thence they
are taken forward by the horses which have brought the empty corves to that point. Then each of the
two of the boys have to thrust them up to the miner and if the dip of coal is considerable, the work is
rather hard. A great many of the miners employ their own children and we may suppose they treat
them with humanity. The miners who are not married hire them from their parents who do not work
in the pits. Some of these are treated harshly though they live at home. This I think might be
remedied by the under stewards (men whose duties are to see that the miners do their work properly
&c.) being directed to attend them. Some of the colliers say they have an hour allowed for breakfast
time and one hour for dinner but this is irregular for when the demand is brisk for coal they are kept
hard at work. Now what seems revolting in that girls are employed in the pits as well as boys and
when they have a little relaxation all congregate together and no one in particular to overlook them.
At these times their morals I fear are injured. Yet most of them attend Sunday Schools and places of
workshop so long as their parents have any influence over them. The number of children employed
in the works is very considerable.
Besides coal mines there are numerous iron mines in the district which are wrought in a similar
manner and do not appear more unhealthy. Yet the ironstone boys have to work in thinner stratas
than the colliers and consequently do not probably obtain so much fear air. The veins of coal in this
neighbourhood are thick. In comparing the boys employed by colliers and those by the weavers, I
think the former appears more healthy and hardly, when cleaned.
In my round today I rode by a lot of cottages, chiefly occupied by colliers, when I met with a
farmer who resides amongst them. From inquiries respecting the condition and management of the
children. He said that the greatest part of them went to the pits, and many who had thoughtless
parents are badly fed. He stated that he was afraid that some of them were sent to their work without
breakfast and took but little with them and but coarse fare when they returned though this depended
upon their improvident parents. Those who were fortunate enough in having good parents looked
well and went returned from their work cheerfully and in good spirits. In one family there were two
young men who were deformed. They had lost their mother when children their father married again
to a woman who treated them badly and as there was a large family they were but ill fed to which
they attributed their deformities.
No.167. The Rev. Henry Watkins, vicar of Silkstone and one of
Her Majesty’s Justices of the Peace.
The children go into the pits when about six years of age. From that time till about nine they are
what are called trappers, opening and shutting doors. From to about 13 or 14 they are hurriers,
drawing the corves in the pits. The children are in the pits from 12 to 13 hours, going at about five in
the morning and continuing till six in the evening. But few work in the night, excepting on particular
occasions. They have no regular hours for their meals but take food into the pits which they eat
when they have spare time. Accidents are frequent but the most fatal arise from firedamp when they
are not careful with the lamps. They have no regular holidays. The children are generally paid by the
miners who employ them by the week and can be at liberty upon a week’s notice. The trappers are
paid 3s. per week and hurriers 10s. per do. With regard to the treatment and care of their masters
being humane and steady. The children are well treated. If not sometimes the reverse and we have
occasionally complaints are made to us but not very often. Upon the whole I think they are well
treated. They are in general very healthy whilst children but the men don’t live to an advanced age.
Their moral condition is not I think so bad as children who work together in factories. Many of the
children in the mines work with their parents who have in general but little advantages of education
excepting at Sunday Schools where most of them attend Church of England or the Methodist
Schools.
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For every mining district there ought to be infant schools where the children may secure some
advantages before they go into the pits for their wages are too great a temptation to the parents after
the child is old enough for a trapper. I am most anxious to establish one but have not the funds to
build a room which is wanted. Most of the children and young persons employed in mines attend
Sunday Schools and are taught to read the Scriptures and some to write on slates in the Sunday
Schools. Some write down the collect of the day. Children are in general removed early from the day
schools, at about nine or ten years of age. Some may remain a little longer but more leave the
schools much younger. They are certainly in general removed before they can gain much knowledge
or orderly habits which might be of the greatest advantage to them in after life. It would be desirable
that they should remain until they were twelve at least but most cottagers begin to reap a benefit
from their children by the time they arrive at that age, the miners much sooner. The Sunday Schools
are certainly a great benefit to the children. Some who are well disposed learn a great deal but
certainly the advantage is not sufficient to make up for the loss of instruction by early removal from
the day schools. I have known children working in the mines who have not the means of instruction
in the week gain a perfect power of reading the Scriptures and be able to write very legibly merely
from the instruction that have had in the Sunday School. I can only repeat again that I much regret
females are allowed to work in the mines and the great want of infant schools.
No.168. The Rev. Francis Maude, incumbent of High Hoyland, near Wentworth.
I should say the boys begin to work between six and seven. The girls are not employed in the pits
or works.
Hours of work. - As far as my observation goes, the children work from 10 to 12 hours including
meal times.
For meals. - One hour at noon. I am not aware whether time is allowed for breakfast.
Nature of employments. - The younger children are employed in the ironstone and coal mines. As
they grow older some of time are engaged at the iron works. The work is not unhealthy.
Accident. - Among the children very few.
Holidays. - They don’t work on the pay days, viz. once a fortnight. Are frequently at other times at
home from the state of the mines and from irregular habits of many of the men. They are hired by
the adult whom they assist, who also determines the terms on which they work. The contract of, I
believe, made by the parents. The youngest of these children earns 6d. or 7d. a day. The wages are in
many cases paid to the children but frequently to their parents if employed in the same occupation.
Physical condition. - The children are generally very healthy and cheerful and robust, have plenty of
food and are well clad.
Moral condition. - Few of these children have opportunities of attending weekly schools buy most of
them attend Sunday Schools but I am bound to admit that their moral character is too much
neglected both by their employers and parents.
The children than have been employed in the mines have no difficulty in finding work in after life
and generally continue in the mines or the neighbouring iron works.
No.169. The Rev. Richard Morton, sheriff’s chaplain and curate of Dodworth
in the parish of Silkstone.
On an average the children work 101/2 hours per day and the ages at which they go to the pits on
the average may perhaps be about seven or seven and a half years. I have been told that some have
gone by the time they leave have been five years old as trappers. There treatment is tolerably good
and they are employed to work with and for their parents. The children appear healthy yet I think
their constitutions must be somewhat injured for the early period at which they are taken to the pits
and the length of the day they work tend to injure their growth. Many constitutions won’t bear such
close confinement under ground but generally speaking their bodily health is good. As regards their
morals a very great deal depends upon their parents. There may be instances of immorality to be
found among some of them. The boys and girls and man and women work together. When we
consider at how early a period the children are taken into the pits, it is not to be expected that they
obtain much education. All the learning they get may be said to come from Sunday School teaching.
The parents get their children into the pits as soon as they think they can do anything and thus they
are absolutely prevented from being educated. Some infant schools may perhaps be ofgreat service
in such districts. It would be well if children could be allowed to remain at school till they be 13
years old and had taught them sound church principles.
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No.170. The Rev. John Blackburn, incumbent of Attercliffe near Sheffield, furnished the
following evidence collected for various parties.
There are about 60 colliers under 13 in this district. In one of the pits none but lads can hurry, the
coal being too shallow. The man are obliged to work in their side, or back, or heel.
Young people under 13 are employed in the coke yards, picking out white shale, &c.
About 8 pot-makers under 13.
Little boys of six or seven years of age blow the bellows for spade and shovel makers.
Six or eight boys of eight or nine years of age strike for the chain makers. Each man has a boy as
a striker.
G.H. was a gin boy above ground at 5, a horse boy from the pit to the yard at seven, a ginnear
under ground at the bull stake at 10, a loader and hurrier to the board gate at 14.
Boys under 13 employed to take milk and donkeys to Sheffield. Their morals are very bad.
G.J. began to work at the coal pits at six and half years of age and has done nothing else since (is
now 53). Was at first a trapper, opened two doors in two single board gates, a slit being made
between the two for him to get to both with a bit of straw or hay to sit on.
Formerly the trappers went at five but now not before seven, some not till nine. If the trapper falls
asleep which is sometimes the case, the horse might tread on him. Accidents do occur. Hainforth not
long ago had two fingers taken off because he opened the door with his hand and did not pull it far
enough the corve consequently struck it and mutilated it. That have a chain or band to pull open the
door, They shut it with their feet or it falls to by itself.
He drove a gin at 10.
Horse lads begin at ten.
Ginnears generally at 12 or 13. They stand at the bottom of the board gate to take the full corves
off the rope and to hang empty ones on. Fillers and hurriers push the corves down to the gunny or
pulley at the top of the board gate formerly there were no railways. These have been introduced only
within the last 30 years, before that time the boys had to hurry the corves with dog belts. They push
with their hands. Fillers and hurriers at 15 at Hugh Hazzlers.
Girls. - only seldom employed to work in the pit indeed, so rarely that I know of only one family
by which it has lately been practised, the father, mother and girls all working below. This solitary
instance has now vanished. They work above ground.
Girls under 13 commonly employed to drive coal carts drawn by donkeys or ponies.
Girls in potteries and brickyards.
Girls very young go from hence to Sheffield to work in hair seating factories.
Girls, not so young go into various manufactories in Sheffield, hardware, britannia metal, silver
plating, button &c.
There are all sad demoralising schools.
Girls of five and upwards, employed by mothers to nurse or let out to nurse by which they are
deprived of education and are frequently injured in those form.
Pot-makers under 13 work from 13 to 14.
Cutlers under 13 work from 13 to 14 hours.
The collier lads work about 13 hours from four or five a.m. to five or six p.m.
At some pits the boys generally go down at six. Some work all night and play in the day, Some
work in shafts of eight or 10 hours. No work is allowed on Sunday that can be avoided.
Before they go down they breakfast on a ‘bit of tea’ or milk or porridge. At night they come out,
the same, generally they have nothing but a piece of bread till they come out, seldom cheese. Lads,
sons of widows, seldom get their bellies filled. This is the means of keeping them in a weak state. I
have seen many for days together with nothing but what they have begged from others who lived
batter. If a lad is fatherless the others always look at home and make out for him. No boys look more
at each other than colliers. If they see a boy without provision, they will say, “hasn’t got na dinner?”
No, and they they hand him a morsel of bread. Should any hang back they cry out, “Come thou must
gie him a bit an all.” There are of course exceptions. One boy, whose name was W.B. worked in the
same pit with another called G.H. The former was older and stouter than the latter and in poorer
circumstances being into the it only a bit of oaten bread whilst G.H. was furnished with wheaten
bread and as regularly as the day returned, the bigger boy took the wheaten bread from the lesser and
compelled him to eat the oaten. Taken early to work and half clemmed, they cannot have their
proper growth about them.
The work in singlets and trousers and are not so well clothed in the these.
No man is allowed to beat a lad below. He must report him to the stewards whose duty it is to
inflict punishment and exceptions occur, one melancholy instance has just occurred.
Boys seem a jovial as can be, don’t make it a trouble at all to be working in the pit, though they
never see daylight in winter. They are as happy to see as kings. Sometimes you may see them all
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together playing at quoits with horse shoes, to pass time on. Sometimes at the fox and geese board,
sometimes making mice cages (there are many mince in the pits). Then they puts a lot of them into a
cage and brings them home for the cats. These boys are not slaved. The ginners have as hard work as
any of the lads, When the engine is standing or the pit standing from any cause, the boys are all full
of diversion and play. They will sit down at their regular hours and be as merry and cheerful as can
be.
Stating every particular respecting their general health. How their employments affect it and to
what complaints they are most liable?
G.J. - Not many that are poorly in the pit.
D.O. - In some pits it is still hard work for lads and not being in atmospheric air, if weakly,
sooner affected. Some go off into consumption, begin to peck and cough, same as a man in years, or
asthmatical. Many go off in that away at 18 r 19. Perhaps it may be partly owing to the wet in which
they are obliged to work in the pit. Those that I recollect go off in that way did not start so very early
(i.e. to begin to work). Some very seldom get their bellies filled. This keeps time in a weak state and
when the stomach is empty, foul air takes great effect. Many young person of all ages and all
employments here die of consumption.
If a collier boy lives with his parents they receive the profit of a boys labour till he is 21. If he is
an orphan he may receive it himself or his friends for him. But lads are not much profit to parents.
There is great wear and tear and boys are careless. Several are better than one. When all is thrown
together it goes father accordingly. If they are apprentices they do not necessarily live with the men
that are apprentices to. I believe there are no apprentices at the Darnall pits an not more than two or
three at the Pencock, though there were many seven or eight years ago but none are apprenticed
before they are 14 years of age. In general they are quite free to leave at a month’s notice.
A trapper (at six or seven years old) had 3s. per week. A horse boy, 56s. or 7s. per week. Ginners
(11 or 12 years old) 7s. per week. Loader and hurrier (from 11 to 18 years old) has from 5s. to 15s.
per week. Colliers average from 17s. to 22s. (In former times from £2 to £3).
All these except the trapper who works in the dark, have candles to find, the consumption of
which is about 1 lb. per week (cost 6d.).
The above supposes full work and no hindrances but sometimes they are stinted, sometimes the
pit stands still from some cause or other. The coal getters pay the hurriers.
The custom has been for the colliers to receive their wags in gangs of four or five (having worked
together as partners in a bank) at the office then go to the public house to divide the profits and to
pay the boys. But Mr. Booth has lately made a most excellent regulation by which each man and boy
receives the amount due to him at the office to supersede the practice of going to the public house.
One of the colliers, a few days ago said to a friend that the meeting with his master (Mr. Booth) the
latter said to him, “Well, you’ve a holiday now on a Saturday, that is, you can afford to spend your
Saturday evening where you like.” The man said to his friend, “I am as glad of this new regulation
as if any one had given me five shillings.”
Both the gentleman coal masters which a lad or a man to addle good wages. They wish for steady
men to be paid well. They would take no advantage. Good hands, good hire.
The children have access to several day schools and many Sunday Schools. There are no
industrial schools. Sewing, knitting, cutting out &c., are taught in the girl’s National School. The
usual terms are 2d. per week, including books &c. Many of the poorest are admitted gratuitously.
The subjects are such are as usual in National Schools, and advance according to the age and
ability of the children. The national daily and infant schools are well appointed and conducted. The
teachers are very competent. Few children who have passed through the schools do not retain a
competent knowledge of reading and writing. Some indeed may do so admirably.
G.H. There is a great improvement on the morals of the pit boys but they are still unbroken. In the
pit there is no chance of learning anything but what is unbecoming. By working in the pits so early
they are emboldened and made wise in sin betimes.
B.J. They are very wild and learn a deal of what is bad. Many know nothing else but wickedness.
They are qualified for anything that is bad, anything but goodness. I believe there is only one boy in
the pit that does not swear. Swearing, fighting and obscene conversation too greatly prevail below.
Many parents even encourage them by laughing when the lads act thus.
D.O. There is a great difference in the lads. Those who are uncultivated above are uncultivated
below. At the pit, if bad language is used in hearing, the steward “nattles their back.” I have to flog
many of them at times. Mr. B. would be very angry with us if they were not sharp with the boys on
this account. If they do not get in the pit they catch it when they come up. Mr. B. is a very good
gentleman for wishing good order.
When the older boys are up they addict themselves to go to the public houses, staying all night
and again on the Sunday. Many of them indulge in these practices on the other nights. The things
which they know in common with brute beasts are the only things they desire and pursue. Besides
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drinking, dog fighting, duck hunting, gambling are fearfully prevalent as Sunday practices and idle
and mischievous wandering about. Divers Sunday Schools are open to them. Instruction is also
offered to them gratuitously in the evening and National School during the week, but it is not
embraced.
Too many altogether neglect Sunday School instruction and are encouraged in this neglect by
their parents. Those who do attend are mostly irregular and unmanageable.
The gentlemen connected with both of the Peacock and the Darrall Pits are very anxious to promote
the morals and welfare of the lads. Mr. B. Lately called; together the mothers of the boys and told
them he insisted on their being sent to Sunday School. That all who neglected it would incur his
displeasure.
The character of education of the children here generally is good. it is the fault of the children or
their friends of any boy or girl cannot read and write and cast accounts and give a reason of the
Christian hope that is in them.
The causes of its deficiencies may be traced to their beginning to work at too tender an age. Many
a boy is taken away from the National Day School at seven or eight years of age, just when he is
showing great promise of advancement. What they have learned might in great measure be kept up
by diligent attendance on the Sunday but the irregularity of their attendance in great measure baffles
the efforts made to improve them. The utter indifference of their parents and the fearfully bad
examples set before the children at home and their own recklessness about learning are most
formidable barriers to their education. The incompetence of teachers in many Sunday Schools is
another cause.
Also the great difficulty of maintaining discipline in any Sunday School is a great impediment.
There is too great readiness, amounting to an eagerness in some Sunday Schools to admit and even
allure and entice children to come. So that knowing if they leave one school they can get at once into
anther, they are restless and unsettled. As soon as found out with or corrected, away they go.
Consequently they are willing to submit to no restraints, no discipline, no system. How little, then,
can they learn. Many boys (especially such as come from distant parishes in hope of obtaining
employment here) are so low in the scale of humanity that the things they know in common with the
brut beasts are the only things they care for or desire.
The difference in intelligence in acquirements and in manners between the week day and mere
Sunday scholars is very striking. There is also great difference between those children who are
taught at nights by their parents at home and those who are neglected. The education of females in
this place is of a superior order. It is more general, more complete, more sound, more lasting, more
influential. It is carried on to a greater extent during the week. The attendance is more steady and of
longer continuance but that of the boys is undergoing great improvement and holds the greatest
promise.
The Rev. John Blackburn further states in a letter.
Attercliffe, near Sheffield, April 8th., 1841.
I have two plans or mechanically opening the trap doors with adjustment. Either of the would
succeed but I have no expectation of their being adopted. The love of money is so strong it
overcomes natural affection. Yet the gain to parents by boys if confesedly small. Some stringent
remedy is certainly needful, but it will require to be well considered. As things are, parents pursue a
system which goes to perpetuate the degradation of their order. The education of the poor will
require some uniform system. The Sunday school system though it has been highly beneficial is
becoming less and less so as they become more common and accessible, They are already much
undervalued and neglected, and from their rivalry, mischievous. Suppose it were required
peremptorily that ever boys, collier or not, should learn at a school every day for two hours, at least,
and that one penny a week should be paid for instruction, perhaps it will be found that great wisdom
resides in the law, which I myself have despised, that every schoolmaster should be licensed by the
bishop, a law now in existence but long obsolete. Where there is rivalry in schools, the children
become masters and yet how can it be avoided? One great mans of effecting a moral reformation
amongst put lads would be the general introduction of our rural police. Nothing short of this can
reach some of the direful evils that at present exist in society amongst the young. The public houses
and beer shops should be reduced, regulated and watched over, to reduce the occasions or
temptations to sin would be a great means of lessening crime. At present they are so multiplied that a
youth had no chance of escaping.
The means of expanding education must be furnished. One great means (the most successful
means) of improving the masses of humanity that swarm in manufacturing districts is to promote
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church extension, erect churches, plant clergymaen if circumscribed districts, Men who are willing
to labour and forsake all for Christ an the Gospel and schools will follow, the masses will be
humanised, civilised, christianised. I will give you one striking instance at Heywood, near Rochdale
in Lancashire. Pray visit that place, call on the Rev. Hewitt O’Bryan and tell him I requested you to
do so. Visit his schools. examine his children, hear his reports, attend to his suggestions. I am
persuaded that schools under the pastoral superintendence of the active clergymen, real pastors, have
most of promise about them. But I fell that I must ask your pardon for these remarks and for the
extreme haste with which I am compelled to write.
No.171. Henry Briggs, Esq., one of the proprietors of Messrs. Stanfields and Brigg’s Coal mines
at Flockton. Examined at Overton, near Wakefield, May 3rd., 1841.
Think of the morals of the colliers full as good, if not better, than in the neighbouring districts,
Gambling is one of their chief vices. Cock fighting is still practised but far less than formerly, very
rarely now. There is drinking of beer to some extent but not spirits. There are a great number of
illegitimate children. It is a system rather than otherwise for marriages and not to take place till the
woman is pregnant but then they are almost universally married and the woman is thought nought
the worse for it. It is not more common among females who work in pits than among those who
work in the fields. The system has prevailed long of having girls in the pits, more so formerly than
now. It is one decidedly better avoided of possible. It most injure their mortality in some degree and
then it prevents their learning anything else. They are not less clean than girls who don’t go into the
pits, perhaps, because they are so dirty that they are forced to wash themselves well when they come
out in an evening. I am decidedly of opinion that they are more cleanly and less immoral than girls
who work in factories. They will know as much, if not more, of household duties than factory girls.
Bad language is not very common. Far more than usual pains has been taken there by employers
with the morals and education of the pit children especially of late, than is usual elsewhere. On
Sundays we have large girls and boys school under our own management and here it is endeavoured
to make the children understand what they read. There are two other schools, on Calvinist and on
Church School. On Mondays we have an evening school from 4 o’clock to a late hour in the evening
where they learn reading, writing, arithmetic, geography, composition and spelling. We have a
singing class on Wednesdays and Fridays, of 20 girls and young men. On Thursday evening we have
a mutual instruction class. The one reads periodicals and play at dominoes and chess. It is intended
chiefly for amusement. We have also a horticultural society. We meet three times a year and
distribute prizes. There is a good day school near, and one or two private ones. They are very fairly
attended but no colliers’ children go. The horticultural society has decidedly done good in
stimulating the men to work in their gardens rather than drink in the beer shops. This system has not
been in operation long enough to enable me to state its full effects but can already perceive good
arising. It has manifestly a beneficial tendency in creating a friendly feeling between the employers
and the men and in keeping the latter from the public houses. I am of opinion that high wages do
men harm where they are not sufficiently educated. The can earn in such a case enough to keep them
in three days, and they will spend the remainder in the beer houses and their families get no benefit.
We have often given premiums to induce the men to work regularly. A good cottage costs from 15d.
to 18d. per week, with a little bit of garden. They generally take a potato piece at the rate of £5 per
acre besides. They seldom have but one lodging room, and one living room and a little back kitchen.
Where there is a large family there will by a turn-down bed down stairs. There would be a great deal
more decency is there were more rooms. Often a married son or daughter with their families, live in
the same house. I know of one case where there are, I believe, three families, and 18 in all and
where there are only three sleeping rooms. The usual large at which the children go to the pits is
about 9 but when they are much distressed, and there are large families, they will go as early as 6 or
7 years old. I know of one case where the child went at seven and he hurried alone and the loaded
corves weighed about 4 cwt. He hurried down hill and he said he would rather do that than go to
school. he had his choice. They go down at 6 and come up from 2 to 5, 5 is the latest hour. The
engine stops then. They have an hour for diner. They are larger, they go to help the men at the banks
a little especially when they do not hurry far. Sometimes they will help the men half an hour or
twenty minutes of this. The chief work is hurrying. We have no trappers in our pits. We make the
hurriers open and close the trap doors themselves. It is far safer to do this. Trap door shutters are so
apt to prop their doors open and neglect them. We have been very free from accidents although we
have a great deal of gas. The children will hurry themselves a month or two after they come into the
pits. The children will have to hurry up hill with loaded corves about one quarter or rather less, of
the whole of the gates and they push with their heads. The inclination is 1 in 20 and sometimes not
so much. The gates vary from 4 feet to 30 inches in height. The children are employed by the men
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except the drivers of ponies. The children generally help to fill about here. The help a little to get
occasionally, they do this to learn. There are so many stoppages waiting for corves at the shaft or the
end of the horse road that they will amount to an hour and a half on the average for each child each
day. The child sometimes riddles and sometimes fills. The hurriers will hurry 30 corves a day
backwards and forwards, the average distance will be 10,000 yards a day, that is where there are no
horses. Where there are horses the distance will be 5000 yards and the work of the hurriers is far less
where there are horses. We could not have a horse road where the coal is very thin, because it would
be so expensive. We could not carry the gates higher for the same reason. The hurriers generally
about are pretty well used. Some will go to o much work for their strength. In the whole I think they
do not get too much to do. They may have an hour or two earlier on Mondays and Saturdays, these
are slack days.
As regards the regulation of colliers, I object to the right of Government to interfere as a
principle. Supposing children are prevented from working in pits till they were 10 years old, the best
Flockton bed must cease to be worked which is the best coal in Yorkshire. It would cost too much to
increase the gates sufficiently. We have two shifts working now, one from 6 to 2, the other from 2 to
10 at night at one of our pits.
No.172. Mr. Charles Locke, coal master and agent. Examined May 4th., at Snafethorpe
near Wakefield.
Boys go at 8 or 9 as trappers. They begin to hurry in a thin coal at 10 or 101/2. It is very seldom
that they have horses in any of these beds. The gates will be generally about a yard. We generally go
half the distance to the dip that we go to the rise from the main gates. It is true that they who hurry to
the dip have to hurry up hill with the loaded corves, but stronger boys, or two together, go. In some
particular places they push with their heads. Our rise is not about 1 in 12. The corf and coal will
weigh perhaps 5 cwt. The boys have to riddle an fill. Those who hurry to the dip have about 18
corves a day to hurry. Three hundred yards would be perhaps an average distance for each journey.
The children do not get over worked here. They seem as cheerful as can be when they come out. The
parents can hardly get them to go to Sunday Schools on Sundays. The best hurriers in their pits are
these who come at 8 or 9. It would be difficult to inure them to the to the work if they came later.
Shifts would not be liked because the children go down at 6 or half past and come back between 3
and 4. In some places there is a great irregularity of hours. On Mondays and Tuesdays the men will
often be playing and working at the end of the week long hours and the boys with them but this is
not done in our pit. We order them out after 4 and 5. I did so this evening. Ten hours of drawing
coals, including an hour for dinner is long enough of all beds or any pits to be worked. We could not
raise the gates higher without expense because the roof is of stone band or clod, mixed with
ironstone balls. I think girls going into the pits is a bad system. They make better hurriers than boys
but it is bad in a moral point of view. The boys are often stripped but a shirt, and it is not right for
boys to be working with them.

No.173. David Pyrah. Examined at Flockton, May 3rd.
I am going on 11. I worked at one of Mr. Stansfield’s pits. I wa s lamed at Christmas by a sleeper
falling on me and have been off work since. I went to work generally at 6 but sometimes as soon as
4 some odd days. We sometimes come out at 6 or 7, sometimes at 3. just when our work is done. We
found it very hard work. The gates were near a yard,, and at the banks it was half a yard. I did not
like being at the pit. I did not like it at all as it was so very low and I had to work till night. We got
washed and got our dinner and then we got to bed or sometimes played. I can read and write a little.
I go to Sunday School. John Sorby teaches. He is the preacher. I don’t know anything about Jesus
Christ. I have not heard about his dying on a cross, I am quite sure. They teaches us nought but
reading. I shall go to hell fire if I am not good. We come out of the pit just as men like. We come out
when the men have done. They work only a little while sometimes and then we have to make it up at
another time. I’d rather be at school than at the pit. My father is a preacher himself and he read a
chapter some odd times.
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No.174. James Leather. Examined at Flockton, May 3rd., aged 13 years.
I have been working four years in the pit. I have been hurrying all the time. I have hurried all the
time myself. I go down to the pit generally at 6 but sometimes at 4 and often at half past 4. It is a
roller that lets us down. We come out at 4, sometimes later, and sometimes sooner. We stop in
generally nine or ten. Sometimes we don’t stop at all for dinner. Sometimes we find it hard work and
sometimes easy. We are generally tired at night. The gates are not higher than a yard. I can read and
write. I go to Sunday School. We come to evening school on Mondays. They teach us to read and
write at Sunday School, they teach us religion a little. I have never heard tell of Christ. I don’t know
what happened to him. They pray in the morning but they don’t teach us to pray. I don’t know
whose book is the Bible is. I know there is a place called heaven, which is a good place.
No.175. Hannah Vaux, aged 121/2, examined May 3rd., at Flockton.
I have been working two or three years at a pit. I have been to Sunday School all the time. I read
in the Bible and the Irish class books. It is the Sunday School at Mr. Stansfield’s house. Jesus Christ
came to save us from sin and was reviled by men, nailed to the cross, and he rose again. He is in
heaven now. My father and mother never teach me anything and all I learn is at the evening school,
once a week, and on Sundays.
[Spells indifferently and knows very little of arithmetic but has a fair knowledge of geography.]

No.176. Benjamin Elliss, collier aged 39. examined May 5th., at Mr. Joshua Smithson’s Colliery.
Alverthorpe.
Children out to go into the pits at nine years old. It won’t hurt their health or do them harm, if
they are not too hard put to. The hurriers ought to be 15 to hurry up from the dip gates in our pit. The
pits here are not worked more than 9 hours one day with another. It is enough for men and boys,
They will work longer hours at the end of the week but we are regular here. Many a lad has to stop
to fill after the men come out where the men find the hurriers.
No.177. John Bedford, aged 12 years. Examined May 5th., at Mr. Joshua Smithson’s Colliery,
Alverthorpe.
I go down at 6 and come out at 4. I hurry with another, I hurry top dip. It is not very hard work
but it is hard enough. I don’t like being at pit. I would rather be at school, if I could be kept. I have
my supper when I come out and sometimes lake and play. We have only to hurry. The men fill and
hurry.
No.178. Alfred Lord, aged 14. Examined same time and place as last.
I go down at 6 in the morning. I generally come out at 4 o’clock, one time with another. I
sometimes get my work done at 3. I have been in till half past 4 but not later. I hurry. I help to get
when I have mind to try. I hurry sometimes for one and sometimes another, I stop a while hour for
dinner and do nothing else. I never fill or riddle. I hurry from the dip. It is hard enough. I should not
like it to be much harder. I have always had good health. I began to go at 5 years old as a trapper. I
have never been to a day school. I can read a bit.
No.179. John Cooper, collier, examined at the same time and place as last.
I went into the pit when I was in petticoats. I was only 5. I think boys ought to go early. They
ought to go at 8 or sooner, to learn to be sharp.
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No.180. Thomas Rayner, surgeon, Birstalll, wrote as follows. Dec. 26th, 1840.
[This letter was first sent to me on April 25th., 1841, on my succeeding Mr. Wood in the Dewsbury district.
J.C. Symons.]

The boy, Thomas Townsend, went on trial to a colliery at Thornhill, belonging to Mr. Ingham. He
went on the 19th., March, 1840 and came back again on the 6th. April, 1840. He is entered in my
book as being born in 1836. The reason he was sent back was that he went pilfering in a neighbours
house. He went to a collier who employed him. It is the practice of the colliers or masters who want
children to go to the Board room and they get an order to take a child after they have picked them
out at the workhouse. They inquire what the age is. They are not bound before 10 but they go on trial
before that. Joseph Booth was born in 1833. He was discharged from here 12th. March, 1840. he
went to Robert Lumb, a collier, but an uncle interfered and took the child away because he was not,
he thought, sufficiently fed. He went to his uncle and remained there till he was re-admitted on
December 24th. at this house. George Booth, a brother of Joseph Booth is now at Dewsbury
poorhouse. I am quite sure that Townsend was not hurt in health by going into the pit. I believe there
was a mistake made by the Board about his age.
No.182. Joseph Booth, examined May 5th. at the same workhouse, aged 8 years.
I remember being in the pit. I used to hurry with another. I used to like being in the pit. Please
they give me plenty top east. We used to go in at 5 in the morning and they came out at 5. We had a
bit of bread to eat in the pit and stopped to at it. We used to sit down to have it. There are four boys
and six girls. The work did not tire me much.
No.183. Thomas Townsend (stated he was born 1836). Examined at the said workhouse.
I remember being in the pit. I liked it but they would not let me stay.
No.184. John Thornton, aged 45. Examined May 5th., at Robert Town.
I am an undertaker under Halliday of Heckmondwike. I undertake for the whole pit. I employ
nobody but my own family. My son, Robert of 10 years old. I reckon to be there by 7 in the morning
but I am there oftener later than before. My Son never goes before me. I’ll take an oath on it. The
boy comes out when we have done our work, sometimes 2, 3, 4 or 5 as it happens, but generally
about 4. At some odd times we shall be later but not often. I never have had to carry him home,
never in my life. I don’t let my children have more to do than they can well do. The seam is 22
inches thick. The gates are middling good ones, about a yard high. We have tram plates. I sent my
boy Robert to school but he would not stay and now I charge my master 6d. a day for him and it
does us good. I know very well that there is apprentice boys as is very hardly used but I never allow
mine to be hurt. They were worse used twenty years ago. It is playing for my boy. I think there are
few who go so young as 7 or 8 about here. Before I would let my children go to some pits, I would
let them play if I thought they would be ill used.
No.185. Robert Thornton, 10 years old. Examined 5th. May.
I go to the pit at 7 and come out at 5 sometimes but never later. I have never carried home at
night. I have been to a day school. I would leive be at pit as at school. I can read a little bit.
[He reads little words.]

No.186. Mrs Sarah Wood, of Flockton. Examined May 6th.
My daughter has been 6 or 7 years at the pit. She is now 16. I worked myself 13 years in a pit. I was
in at 7. I don’t say that it is the best thing they can do, but we can get nought else, She doesn’t like it.
I have not tried to get her into service.
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No.187. Jane Dewhirst, aged 8 years. Examined 6th. May at Flockton Messrs. Stansfield’s and
Brigg’s. Emroyd Pit.
I have been half a year in the pit. I hurry with another I have 2s. per week now. William Dixon
pays me. I come down at 6 and go up between 4 and 5. I don’t like coming, it tires me. I would
rather go to school. I can read A B C.
No.188. Francis Hillingworth. Examined same time.
I am 14. I like hurrying well enough. It does not tire me at all. I hurry up the dip but not much top
dip. I have nobody to hurry with me. I am apprenticed to the getter. I dress always as I am now, with
a flannel shirt and nothing else. I never have trousers nor shoes. All do the same.
No.189. Adam Clarke Hargreaves. Examined while hurrying and eating in the same pit at the
same time.
I am going on 11. I came down the pit at six this morning. I go out ‘twixt 4 and 5. Sometimes I go
a bit sooner on Saturdays and Mondays, I am apprenticed to the getter who employs me. I eat in
general as I go along but they generally stop at tea. I have to stop at hole after Frood’s gone. I bare
sometimes, that is, get at the bottom of the seam. My work doesn’t tire me much. I only bare odd
times. I don’t stop regular at 12 o’clock. I hurry with another sometimes but not always. I read in
Testament. I go to Overton Sunday School. I know that Christ died to save sinners but I don’t know
who the disciples were.
No.190. Samuel Day, 14 years old. Examined same time.
I’m a hurrier and I can get also. I don’t go for dinner very oft. I eat as I go along. I have to get a
good deal, and to fill. The getter helps me to fill. I like the work middling well. I can read a bit in
Testament. I go to a Church Sunday School. Christ died to save sinners. We must pray to be saved. I
don’t know who the Apostles were. We always dress as we are now, with a shirt and nothing else on
and never naked.
No.191. William Frood, collier, employer of the above named Hargreaves.
Examined while at work.
I come down at six and reckon to get done by 3. The youngest of my two lads, Hargreaves tired to
help to bare sometimes but it is not much he can do. He has to shovel when he comes to the hole. He
is too little to riddle. We don’t stop for dinner but the lads do stop. They have often to stay after us
when we have done and to riddle and fill and hurry what coals we leave. The eldest in the mine if
161/2 and he is reckoned to stop at hole and help me. Some of the men work quire naked but very
few. Most work like me, with a flannel shirt and nothing else on.
No.192. Margaret Westwood, aged 141/2. Examined whilst hurrying and eating in the above named
pit.
I think I’ve been in the pit 5 years. I come down at 6 in the morning. I go up the shaft at 5 at the
latest. On Saturdays we go out at 3. I always stop an hour for dinner. I am eating now, and I am gong
back to the shaft to eat. I always have a bit of bread like this, as much as I like but I only get a bit of
mutton like this in odd times. I get my dinner before I wash. I hurry for Charles Littlewood. I am let
to him. I have 6s. 6d. a week. He does not use me very well. He pays (strikes) me a good deal, but
has not lately. He hits me with his hand sometimes he hurts me. When we get to pit’s bottom we
have to wait sometimes for the corves and then he is angry and that is what he pays me for. I have
told my mother but not my father of it. He is no kin to me and he works stark naked. He has no
waistcoat one, nothing. When he is doing his work right agate I fetch 19 corves A day. I have to
riddle sometimes but I never get nor bare. I only hurry. I don’t like going into the pit. The work is
not too hard but I would rather be outside ‘picking.’ I have been frightened ever since Joseph
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Halliwell was killed last November. I was with the roof falling on him and since John Hall was
burnt. I am frightened for fear I should be burnt. I have never been poorly. I have a coarse shift and a
pair of trousers on always in the pit as I have now. I can read in ‘Reading Made Easy.’ My father
and mother can’t read. They teach me religion at the Sunday School. I don’t know who Christ was or
whose Son he was but he came to save us. I don’t know where he is. I have been taught to pray and I
pray to my mother every night. I get well washed every night before I go to bed. There are many of
the boys and girls get paid when they don’t do their work fast enough. I don’t like being in the pit at
all.
[She looks robust, strong and very healthy.]

No.193. Mrs. Mary Ann Watson, of Flockton. Examined May 6th., at her cottage.
I went to pit myself when I was 5 years old and two of my daughters go. It does them no harm. I
never did me none. My girls learn to sew as much as I can teach them but that’s not much. One sews
well. They have told me that all the children are to be taken out of the pits and I don’t know what we
shall do.
[This witness was so overpowered with this fear that, in spite of every assurance to the contrary, she could not proceed to
give any more information.]

No.194. Mrs. Nancy Watson, mother of the above witness.
I don’t think it does the girls any good going in the pits, but some are well behaved that go. Girls
go because they can get better wages than they can in the fields. The children get schooling here far
better than in most places. There are few places where people take such pains with the poor as Mrs.
Stansfield does, and all of them at the Manor House. They don’t get such pains taken elsewhere.
No.195. Mrs. Day. Examined May 6th.
I have two girls in the pit. The youngest is 8 and the oldest will be 19 in May. If girls don’t go
into the pits they must take a poke and go begging. I have tried for the oldest to get her place but not
for the others. It is difficult to get them out at first to service. I don’t think it makes so very much
difference, if they have example showed them, whether they go into the pits or not.
No.196. Benjamin Pyrah. Examined May 6th., at Flockton.
I have two boys who work in the pit, though one is now out from an accident and I have one girl
who works. One boy had 8s. and the other 5s. and the girls has 6s. and is a driver. I think that some
of the girls will learn to be better managers of families that go into pits than many who don’t go and
who work elsewhere, because they have time to learn sewing in the heaving. I think it is not the case
that they can get nothing else to do. It is because they have more liberty in the pits and it is the
custom. They don’t like being in service so well. We get than to go into the pits generally, and then
they have no inclination for service. The language in Mr. Stansfield’s pits is much more attended to
than in many about here. A great deal depends on the overlooker. The children don’t get overworked
about here, not as a general thing.
No.197. David Swallow, of East Moor, Nelson Row, collier. May 5th., 1841.
Boys begin working in the pit in this district at the age of 9 years, None go so soon as 6 or 7,
some few at 8, as, for instance, orphans, or where they have very large families so that they cannot
possibly support them at all without working. Colliers have as much regard ands affection for their
children as any other class of men and very few indeed take their children into the pits until
compelled so to do by circumstances. In this district hurriers do not fill or riddle except at some few
of the smallest collieries. No girls work in the pit but many work on the pit hill (or bank). That is,
they help the banksmen, loaded waggons, dress the coals &c. By this kind of work their health is
very much affected by the heavy weights they have from time to time to lift. Those who are not
athletic, robust and masculine, stop forwards (lean) and have many inward complaints. Some of
them are so strained, that when they come to be mothers they often find themselves ruined. A many
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of them die in childbirth. As to their morals and intellectual cultivation they are in the lowest scale
of any class of females I am acquainted with. In short, they are altogether unfit for domestic
purposes, with very few exceptions. Boys never used belts and chains. Very few trap or openers (or
trappers). Those that do open trap doors are in general under 9 years of age. Boys work on the pit
hill at 6 or 7 years if age, drive the gin, pick scale &c. It is monotonous to say that they never make
good colliers after the age of 10 or 11. Those individuals who make those assertions have never
studied the animal economy. I will pledge myself to learn any individual the business of a collier in
three months so as he will be enabled to do a days work.
The Hours Labour. - They are in generally go down the pit about half past 5 o’clock in the morning
and come out about 4 o’clock p.m. and have about half an hour at 12 o’clock. Sometimes rather
more, sometimes less but very seldom or ever more than 40 minutes, for the purpose of eating their
bread and beer or whatever other small luxury and have nothing but apiece of bread. I general they
have enough of that while they are from home. Most of them leave home by half last four in the
morning. All of them go before 5. Thus they are seven or eight hours without any rest. They get
breakfast before they go to work.
Treatment. - The lesser boys are used very ill at first when they go as assistants (or, as we call them
thursters). To these boys who cannot manage by themselves, let whatever will be wrong, the lesser
one is blamed for it. If the corf be off the road, the thurster has done it by turning the wrong way or
not turning at all. The least he gets for this is a good scolding and if he protests his innocence and
denies that it is his fault, in all probability he drops in for a good thing as we call it (a good
thrashing). It is very seldom that ever they miss a day without dropping in for it, some days several
times. If the slipper, candle or anything else be wrong, the thruster is blamed for it. In short, if there
be any dirty work to do they must do it.
Health. - There is not doubt but their health is very much affected by working in the pit very young,
for they have to work without coat, waistcoat, handkerchief and trousers. They have they work set,
and they are bound to perform their full task, so of course, the harder they work the sooner they get
done. This causes a kind of rivalship or competition, which causes them to work so very hard that
they are in a continual state of fermentation and perspiration. The roads are very wet in some of the
pits. The boys are continually wet if their feet, sometimes plastered up to their knees in dirt and
sludge as bad as any coach horse can possibly be. What with being in a state of agitation and
perspiration and continually wet ion their feet, and long exposed to a very strong and impure
atmosphere with almost a naked skin in such a state, absorbs the impure air through the pores of the
skin and continually breathing this kind of air affects the lungs and liver so that colliers are very
much subject to asthmatical and liver complaints and with being continually wet on their feet and
legs they have inflammations in those parts and large and knees. Boils and rheumatisms in all parts
of the body no more particularly in their lower parts in all their different stages and degrees, A
loaded corf is about 6 cwt. Where the road rises very fast, it is very heavy work indeed so that they
have to have large pads fixed to their heads and then the hair is very often worn off bald and the part
so swollen as that sometimes it is like a bulb filled with spongy matter, so very bad after they have
done their days work, that they cannot bear it touching.
Morals and Intellect. - The generality of their moral and intellectual faculties in may instances is not
much cultivated. Their faculties are more exercised than what they used to be. There are some of
them who have received a moderate education. Others can read and write a little, others not at all.
None have got a classical education. As for morals, we have all classes and degrees. In the pits
where I work there are two hurriers who are members of Christian Churches. The only, or perhaps
the best, method of improving them is by education for I find in some few villages where they have
libraries, they are the most healthy and are in general, in a more prosperous position for they have
the pleasures and amusements which those who have no libraries nor schools knowing nothing and
by this means are kept from attending the public houses and becoming drunkards. The state of
education in colliers is not to be judged by the boys who can read and wrote for as many of them
that have learnt to read and wrote as soon as they have gone to work, loose all that they have learnt
for want of practice because in the common schools in the neighbourhood they are only taught
mechanically. They have never the great, the beautiful and sublime ideas which are abundant of an
enlightened mind, instilled into their minds. Thought and intelligence is the dignity of a man and no
man is rising but in proportion as he is to think forcibly and clearly, or directing the energy of his
mind to the acquisition of truth. I have indeed no expectation of the labourer it is understand in detail
the various sciences which relate to the spiritual mind. That which is needed to evaluate the soul is
not that a man, not that a man should be an enclycopedia but that the great ideas in which all
discoveries terminate, which sum up all sciences which the philosopher extracts from infinite details,
may be comprehended and felt. It is not the quantity but the quality which determines a man’s
dignity. I do not expect the labourer to study the language of the ancient fathers nor is this needful.
All theology, scattered as it is through the countless volumes, is summed up in the idea of God and
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that this idea shine bright and clear in the collier’s soul and he has the essence of theology but I must
stop. This is rambling away from the subject.
The Means of Improving their Condition. - The best means, I should say, is to establish schools,
either by the masters of their respective districts or else by government. I should prefer schools
under the care of the masters. The plan that I should recommend would be to have a good room in
the centre of the neighbourhood, furnished with a good library but ore particularly those books
which treat on geology and other sciences in connection with the mining profession, and newspapers
and other periodicals of the day should lay on the table, as in other reading rooms, and a master be
appointed to teach the children or adults who may require it, as many nights in the week as the
majority of the members mat agree on. By this means a good substantial education may be obtained
at a very small cost. I do not mean for the master to bear the expense but that each man should pay
5s. a year and each boy 2s. 6d.
No.198. John Wood Berry, Esq., solicitor and Clerk of the Board of Guardians for the Union of
Wakefield and also to the Magistrates for the Lower Aybrigg Division.
I am of opinion that, as regards the working of girls in pits, a great number of bastardy cases arise
from the working of men and females together in collieries. I have been informed by the mothers of
bastard children and I believe the same to be true, that men and girls are working in the same pits
together the men being in a state of nudity. This is chiefly to the west of Wakefield, the girls being
employed in hurrying for the men who are working in that state. I think colliers more addicted than
others to broils an fighting and common assaults but not to theft. I think also that cases of
drunkenness are common among any class of people about here. There is generally an improved
state of morals. I should say there as very little education or next to none, among collier children.
The children of colliers are brought up for petty offences such a breaking hedges, trespass &c. but
not for serious crimes. The children of the colliers are sent as soon as they can earn anything to the
pit, too young in my opinion, for their health or education. As to the working of girls in pits, I am
decidedly of opinion that it is injurious to their morals.
No.199. Uriah Bradbury, Esq., surgeon, examined at Mifield, May 10th., 1841.
He states that colliers generally become relaxed in the ligaments of the joints. They suffer also
from asthma. The youths and children are of diminutive stature and are also liable to the same
diseases, I think they work too young in this district. I do not know their hours. I think they are
decidedly liable to more accidents. Most occur from the roofs of pits falling in but not a great
number of burns. I do not recollect many from ropes breaking. The children will some of them begin
as early as 7.
Cardsetting is bad for the digestive organs, It hurts their digestion. It is an unhealthy occupation
but it will be lessened as machinery is superseding it. Both that and collieries are more unhealthy
than factories. The persons who keep the shops or schools will receive a part of the earnings. They
work long hours, about 12 hours a day. I am decidedly of opinion that collieries are more unhealthy
than factories. It is inseparable for their nature of the work. They work in water often and it cannot
be always drained. A collier came to me who had been working in the wet for three months and the
consequence was a complete derangement of the circulation of the blood. You never see a collier
whose eye is not rather sunken and a blackness round it. Their knees never stand straight like other
peoples.
No.200. John Brook Greenwood, Esq., surgeon of Cleckheaton. Examined at Robert Town, May
19th.
I consider collier children more unhealthy and more liable to diseases than factory children. The
cases which have come before me professionally have been chiefly affections of the chest and
asthma owing to the damp underfoot, and also to the dust which arises from the working of the coal.
We have very little gas of any description in put pits. I am decidedly of opinion that eight hours is
sufficient length of time for children to work in pits, and that longer time is injurious to their health.
When the coal is thin there is often a relaxation of the muscles, owing to the men working lying on
their sides, They often get comforted and have their bodies twisted to one side. The accidents are
chiefly from things falling on them. I had a case lately of a boy who had his thumb taken off by a
stone which fell on to it from the top of the shaft. There are no girls working in pits just about here. I
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am aware they do elsewhere. I have heard of a girl lately who went to a pit and she was so much
teased by the men and boys that she was obliged to leave the pit and she has since become a
prostitute. Cardsetting is fast disappearing. It was injurious to health. The children were confined a
long time and stopped very much over their work. I consider collieries require regulation quiet as
much as factories both as regards hours and ages.
No.201. Amelia Stead. Examined May 11th., 1841 at Mr. Ingham’s, Nixon Pit.
I am going on 11. I came at 6 and come out at 5 sometimes. I hurry by myself. It tired me in my
legs a good deal. I so to Sunday School. I can read, I’d rather be at school. Sometimes I hurry 12 and
sometimes 14 corves a day. I don’t like being at pit.
No.202. Valentine Wikinson, collier, at Mr. Ingham’s. Examined May 11th.
I am sure boys are prevented from coming to these pits when they are 10 they will be too big and
too stiff to learn the work and that of they come younger it naturally keeps them down and prevents
their getting too big. We cannot learn them at 10 either. Girls ought not to remain longer than 13
because there are things which make it improper afterwards. It is wrong work for girls to come
among naked folk after that. Sometimes I leave the boy to fill a corve or two after I get out of the pit.
I think 10 hours plenty or lads or men to be in the pit. We could not do to change lads for relays.
Children could not go to school after they come pout of the pit. There isn’t half as much pains taken
with the Sunday Schools as there was. Children generally don’t get near enough education here. The
Baptist School is the best here. I have an apprentice from Batley workhouse. I believe he was 3
months turned 10. He has been 12 months before with a man. I do all for him, lodge, clothe, and
feed him. He addles me 4s. a week and I have enough to do to keep him.
No.203. William Beachy, Examined May 11th.
I have been a collier all my life and underground steward to Mr. Ingham for 8 years. I believe that
if children are prevented coming to these thin pits before they were 10 years old they would not
answer. They are never good workmen if they come so late. If they make the gates above what they
are now, they will average 32 inches. The children hurry as much as 500 yards each way. They hurry
about 12 corves. They stop an hour for meals but they don’t fill, except the big ones. They have to
fill with a shovel. When bigger they will riddle also. This is harder work. They do not stop in longer
than 8 hours a day on an average and on Mondays they don’t go down till 7 and it will run about 6
hours or rather better and on Thursday they don’t do much more than on a Monday, Tuesday and
Wednesday and some will be 11 hours. We don’t let the hurriers in long after the colliers because
they would not clean the coal well. We are obliged to stop them. They don’t fill and hurry above a
couple of corves after the men have left. Some boys stop an hour and some half an hour after the
getters have left. There are not so many colliers who work with breeches. Some do, but generally
with a singlet and some work naked. It would hurt the parents very much to take girls out of the pit.
One man has three girls in the pit of his. We have many apprentices to the men but they are used
badly, I am sure of this. We must be allowed to draw coal for 9 hours exclusive of meals. The bank
gates are not about 2 feet high.
No.204. Harriet Thorpe, aged 12. Examined in Messrs. Stansfield’s and Brigg’s, Low Bottom.
Flockton, May 11th.
I don’t like it. It doesn’t tire me so much. I get out at 4 o’clock. I set off soon after five and get
down at 6. I don’t stop at all. I keep a gate without there are no corves. I have never been poorly, I
am not afraid. I go to the Methodist School I do not go to school now and have not been for twelve
months, I don’t know who Jesus Christ came to earth. I am sure I don’t know. If ever I heard the
preacher preach about Jesus Christ, I have forgotten.
[This witness won’t say why she doesn’t like to come. J.C.S.]
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No.205. Emily Margaret Patterson. Examined in the same pit and at the same time.
I am going 15. I work in the thin pit. The gates are from 27 to 30 inches high. I came down
between 5 and 6 in the morning and I get away between 3 and 4 but sometimes almost 5. It tires me
a good deal in the back. It is between 5 and 6 years since I started at first. I like it well enough. I
don’t stop at all at 12 o’clock. I have to fill. I go to Sunday School at John Sorby’s. I learn to
‘Reading Made Easy.’ They don’t teach religion much, I think. They teach me what will happen to
me if I am not a good girl. I don’t know whose son Christ was but he’s not on earth now. He’s in
heaven I except. I am sure I’ve taught what men must do to be saved. I don’t know what kind of
death Christ died. I don’t know where he died or where they put him. I can’t read. My father and
mother have tried to get me nought to do that I know on besides going to pit. I wear my petticoat and
shift when I hurry. I hurry for my cousin. He wears a flannel singlet or waistcoat and might else.
No.206. Fanny Drake, aged 15. Examined at Overton, near Wakefield, May 9th.
I have been 6 years last September in a pit, I work at Charlesworth’s Wood Pit. I hurry by myself,
I have hurried to dip side for four or five months. I find it middling hard. It has been a very wet pit
before the engine was put up. I have had to hurry up to the calves of my legs in water. It was as bad
as this a fortnight at a time and this was for half a year, last winter. My feet were sinned and just as
is they were scalded for the water was bad. It had stood some time and I was off my work owing to
it and had a headache and bleeding at my nose. I go down at 6 and sometimes 7 and I come put at 5
and sometimes 6. At least the banksman has told me it was 6 and after 6 but there’s no believing
him. We stop at 12 but we have often to go into the hole to work at the dinner hour. We stop to rest
half an hour and odd times longer. I stop to rest at hole with the getter and there is none else with us.
I don’t like it so well. Its cold and there’s no pan (fire) in the pit. I’d rather be out of the pits
altogether. I’d rather wait on my grandmother. I push with my head sometimes, it males my head
sore sometimes, so that I cannot bear to touch it, it is soft to. I have often had headaches and colds
and coughs and sore throats. I cannot read. I can say my letters. I work for James Greenwood. He is
akin to me. I have singlet an a shift and petticoat in the pit. I have had a pair of trousers. The getter I
work with wears a flannel waistcoat when he is poorly but when he is quite well he wears nothing at
all. It is about 32 inches high where we hurry and in some places a yard.
[This girl is 4 feet 51/2 inches in height and she looked very healthy.]

No.207. Widow Drake, grandmother of the above, aged 79.
She states that she has never tried to get else to do for her grand daughter and that there is nothing
else to do.
No.208. Mary Margerson, aged 16. Examined at the same place.
I work in the pit above named where Fanny Drake works. We work from 6 in the morning till 5 at
night. I don’t stop any for dinner. I get muck up generally all the time and I rest at odd times. I hurry
alone, to dip. I am quite sure I have nobody to help me. I work for Joseph Lister who pays me. The
pit is very wet. The water comes up nearly to my calves generally, till they let it off. It is often for a
week together. I find it very heavy work. I am very tired when I come home. I hurry both muck and
coals and I can’t keep count of the number of corves per day. I am well enough used by the men. I
can’t read. I go to Sunday School. I have been three years. I wear a petticoat and shift and stays.
There is a cold wind in the pit. The man I work for wars nought. He is stark naked. I don’t like being
in the pit. My father and mother are alive but they ate always sickly. I have four sisters and three
work in the pit and I have a brother and he is going 5 years old and he does not work yet. It is the
Dial Wood Pit where I work belonging to Messrs. Charlesworth.
No.209. Sarah Ann Margeson, aged 18.
I work in the thick coal pit of Messrs. Charlesworth’s. I can stand straight in some of the gates, I
hurry to the rise. The water is up to our ankles. It is generally so, I have been hurrying two or three
years. I hurry from 6 to 4. We come on at all times. We rest generally the whole time at noon. I
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hurry sometimes 12 sometimes 24 corves a day. It is very hard. It sometimes makes my nose bleed
and I have often bled at my mouth but not very great quantity. It is only when I am at my work that
it comes on. I have to riddle and fill every time as well as hurry. The water hurts my feet and takes
all the skin off sometimes. I wear stays and breeches when I am working, I hurry for my father. He
wears a singlet. I don’t like working in the pit. I have generally had bad health. I have been sickly
before I went into the pits. I read a little bit. I don’t go to school on Sundays, I stop and help my
mother at home. I have never tried to get anything else to do. My mother would not let me. I have
6s. 6d a week wages.
[This girl looked ill and weak and the family are all delicate. J.C.S.]

No.210. John Clough, banksman at Mr. Parkin’s Pit, Robert Town. Examined 10th. May.
Boys and men go down at the same time, between 6 and 7 o’clock, seldom before 6, oftener after
7. They come up at all hours, between 4 and 5 for the most part. Sometimes the lads will stop a bit
longer to get coal out. The boys do not stop to eat. Lads will help to fill. We work a dip and rise. Its
not very hard work. The corves weigh 3 cwt. and 3 lbs. The lads hurry about 26 corves a day, but the
number varies. They will lake on Mondays a bit and work harder e after. It would do no harm if pits
were regular in hours. Eight hours is plenty or boys and men to be at pit’s bottom if they could make
enough wages. The boys do not begin in this pit till 10 or 11. There are no girls down this pit and
never have been.
No.211. James Crowther. Examined at Mr. Fearnside’s Pit, Robert Town. May 10th.
I am an overlooker and collier, We have no young lads here not under 15 or 16. They are
employed by the colliers and they all hurry by themselves. They are not overworked here. Eight
hours is enough for men and boys to work.
No.212. Henry Hall, collier, Examined in the same pit.
If we could get wages enough, eight hours is as much as we could well work.
No.213. Mrs. Stocks of Robert Town, near Dewsbury. Examined May 10th., 1841.
I have four sons, the youngest is not 10 yet. He does not go to coal pit. He’s to young to go in
and we are afraid of hurting him. They go after 6 in the morning. They come out all times but about
5 when they work the longest days. On Mondays they don’t work so long. We have no girls in pits
here. I have many children but thank God I’ve never sent one to a coal pit. I’d a deal rather let them
go to the Bastille, that I would. They ought to go to service. Boys are tired when they have been
eight hours in a pit. It hurts a lad like mine who is going on 19 to hurry. He is hurrying but it hurts
them that are tall, bending so much in the thin pits. Some of mine go to Sunday School. They mostly
learn to read but they can only learn at Sunday Schools. Eleven years old is quite old enough for the
boys to go to the pits to do anything unless they go to help their fathers. The cardsetting doesn’t hurt
their health when they don’t work too long. There rare some who are 13 and they must work hard to
make 4d. a day.
No.214. William Ramsden. Examined May 12th., at Messrs. Charlesworth’s Woodenthorpe Pit
Flockton.
I am going on 11. I’ve been 5 years at pit. I shut trap doors at first when I came. I come down
every morning at 6. I get up at 5. I go away at half past 4. I go at 4 on Mondays. I never go till 4 on
Saturdays. I stop from 12 to 1. I never do ought the, I have to riddle when I hurry. I hurry about 20
corves. Its dry where I hurry. My work doesn’t tire me at all. I got Sunday School. I read in A B C. I
go to where John Sorby teaches. I have had good health.
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No.215. Jane Margerison. Examined May 12th., at the same pit at the foregoing witness.
I’m going 16. I hurry. I have been 4 years at pit. The work doesn’t tire me. I’ve never been badly.
I come at 6, I go out sometimes as 3 and sometimes at 4. I know no getters who leave the hurriers
corves to fill after they have gone out themselves. I don’t mind being in the pit so much. I have been
to service till I came to pit. I like going to service best. My father took me away from service to send
me to pit. I did go to Sunday School but I don’t know, because I have to help my mother. The men
wear trousers in the pit. Its wet a bit but it does not come over my shoes.
No.216. Ann Firth. Examined at the same pit as foregoing witness, May 12th.
I’m going 9. I come down at 6. I live at Middlestown. I go out at 5 sometimes. I go out sometimes
earlier. I hurry with another who is less than me. Ann Eyre hurries with me. I don’t fill or riddle. I go
to Sunday Schools. I can read a little bit, not Testament. I am tired in my arms and legs and all. I
don’t like being in the pit. I’d rather be in school. I’ve been a year here. Its wet and I get my feet wet
sometimes.
No.217. Noah Talbot. Examined May 12th., at Messrs. Charlesworth’s Dial Wood Pit, thin coal,
Flockton.
I’ll be 15 next Flockton feats, that’s August. I come at 6 sometimes 10 minutes past 6. I go out at
4 and sometimes 2 and 3. I’ve dinner at noon on Mondays. I have to riddle in hole. I hurry 14 corves
a day. I work at dinner hour sometimes. We big ones do sometimes but not the little ones. I think
nought about the work. Its not wet in the gates, only sometimes. I go to Sunday School but I like to
lake on Sunday sometimes, and not go to school Nearly all the getters work naked down here and we
dress first with the flannel shirt.
No.218. William Firth, between 6 and 7 years old.
I hurry with my sister. I don’t like to be in pit. I was crying to go out this morning. It tires me a
great deal. They pay men sometimes. I always stop for dinner.
No.219. Benjamin Mosley, aged 51.
I am underground steward under Mr Haigh, in Charlesworth’s Pits at Dial Wood. There was a
good sup of water here the winter before last. There was more than the engine could pull. We were
water fast. The children were not more then over their shoes before they stopped work.
No.220. Mr. William Haigh, agent and bottom steward to Messrs. Charlesworth’s.
When the children come younger than 8 they hurry two together. If they did not come. If the did
not come between 9 and 10 they would never make good hurriers in thin coal. They hurry in thin
coal till they are 15 and 16. They reckon to go down at 6 and nine before, down the shaft and they
come out from 4 to 5. They have an hour for dinner and the children always stop and sit to eat. On a
Saturday they work till from 2 to 3. They come out about 3 or 4 on Monday. Taking dinner hour out,
they do not work more than 54 hours a week. I am certain of it. There was a time when there was a
good deal of water in the middle pit or the latter end of 1839. The pit was stopped as last altogether,
for the engine could not work at all. I am sure that no children worked for any time when the water
was over their shoes. Nine hours is long enough for a collier or a child to work. I will state this
anywhere. This should include dinner time so that if they went in at 9, they should come out at 3. If I
had girls I would let them down into a pit before I would into a factory. If parents would do their
duty it would not do them much harm, especially it they were sent to Sunday School and place of
worship. The parents set them a bad example and of course there’s many children ready enough to
follow their example. There would be nothing for the girls to do about here, but they might get a
days work or two in the farms in summer time.
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No.221. Henry Hemingway, Esq., surgeon, examined at Dewsbury, May 13th., 1841.
When the children were working where carbonic acid gas prevails, they are tendered more liable
to affectation of the brain and of the lungs. This acid prevents the blood from its proper
decarbonisation when it passed or the heart to the lungs. It does not get properly quit of the carbon.
When children begin before 9 they are apt to get stunted in their growth but a vast deal depends
upon the height of the gates when the children work. I have examined the children working in a
think coal pit and in a thicker bed of coal and found projection of the sternum and sinking in of the
spinal column is common in the thin bed and only a few instances of thin the thicker coal bed. It is a
much more than average dangerous employment. I know of only one old collier. They who have
attained the age of 50 may be distinguished among crowds of people by the being of their spinal
column. I am quite sure that the rule is that children in coal pits are of a lower stature than others. I
am not competent to state how far deprivation of light prevents their growth. Pointing card teeth is a
very unhealthy employment, They grind them on stone and inhale both stone and metallic dust. They
become stuffed in the chest and I have been told that they spit blood.
No.222 Mr. Brookes of the firm Brookes and Greaves. Examined May 13th., in Dewsbury.
I do not approve of girls being employed in the pits. We set our faces against it, unless they are
daughters of the getters for whom they hurry. The men work with a flannel shirt on. The hurriers
generally riddle. Many hurry 21 corves on the average when at full work. We work to the dip side so
that loaded corves are hurries up hill. We generally work further to the rise than to the dip. The
inclination is 1 in 20. They seldom exceed eight hours in the pit. The hurriers stop a whole hour at
dinner. We do not allow the getters to leave the children to work up after they have gone. We have
reproved them whenever it has been done. They are nor allowed to go in before 6 in the morning. I
am by no means an advocate of too early employment of children I think 10 years is quite early
enough for children to be employed in coal pits. Nine hours in the pit is sufficient including an hour
for meals. A prohibition of all females working in pits would not affect us at all. Many of the
children go to Sunday Schools but it is hardly sufficient for them. They are tolerably moral. Bad
language is common but we always reprove it when we hear it. I am in the habit of going into the pit
myself. I am of the opinion that relays of children with the same set of workmen would never
answer. It would make the number of hours for each set too small. because they would not be able to
work for two sets.
No.223. Joseph Gleadhill. Examined at Dewsbury, May 13th., 1841.
I am underground steward to Messrs. Brookes and Greaves. I have been a collier all my life and I
began when I was 6 years old. If they are the children of colliers they generally begin at 7 and then
they hurry with another. The youngest generally gets scolded and may be and may be now and then
a bang but they are not materially hurt or much ill used but it is usually the weakest goes to the wall
and the little one often gets blamed. I think it is necessary to have children to begin at 9 in order to
teach then their business. This applies to thin beds, not to the thick beds. They naturally learn the
work better and do it more comfortably when they go young. I think that pits ought to be allowed to
work nine hours and one hour in addition for meals because one man is not so active as another and
they must have time to get their work out. They do not work irregular hours here. The girls make the
best hurriers. They don’t play one with another so much and they are more attentive to their work.
Whatever the number of hours are, the men must have one hurrier and only one. They could not
afford to pay two.
No.224. The Rev. Mr. Allbutt, Vicar of Dewsbury. Examined at Dewsbury, May 13th.
I think the morals of this town are quite as good as in the agricultural districts with the exception
of drinking. What we want is infant schools, especially in these manufacturing districts. There is not
one here now. This would supply them with the elements of education and then when they go work
the Sunday School would be available. But now they come to learn their alphabet and they forget
what they learn before the next time they come and there they lie. If infant schools were established
by the Church there would be no jealously and a great deal of good would be done. The children in
our Sunday School were not punctual and I at length determined to exclude all those who were not
punctual and I sent out a cheque to all the parents to that effect and the school was increased from
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350 to 500 since this was done although three new schools have been taken out of one during the last
12 years. Without infant schools there is not sufficient education for the working classes. We must
give a good Bible education and it is well enough to teach them to write but we can never keep up a
hard working population to a practice of writing. I separate the elder ones from the younger in my
school. I call them Bible classes and I find it extremely useful for the older ones find that they are
not treated as mere children ands we must attend to their feelings in this respect. They are, when
they get a little old, often taunted with being Sunday School children by their companions and this
plan enables them to ward off sarcasm. The exertions of the existing amount of clergy are wholly
inadequate to the task of meeting the wants of a large town populations.
No.225. Charles Todd, aged 111/2. Examined at Messrs. Smith’s colliery, Gildersome,
near Leeds, May 14th.
I go down ‘twixt 6 and 7. I work in the thin pit. I don’t know what time I come up in the evening.
I hurry by myself. I don’t know how long I’ve been in the pit. I hurry to the rise. The work doesn’t
tire me at all. I’ve had some piles and gathering at my back. I help fill. Sometimes I hurry 12 corves,
sometimes more. I go to Beeston Sunday School. I learn A B C at the Church Sunday School. I
never have heard of Jesus Christ. The never tell me about God at all. I never hear of such things at
all.
[This boy was well formed and healthy.]

No.226. Robert Hughes, aged 7. Examined at Messrs. Smith’s colliery, Gildersome,
near Leeds, May 14th.
I get up at 5 and have my breakfast before I go to the pit. I stop to have my bread at 12. I push
with my head in the pits. I go to Sunday School and learn A B C.
No.227. David Johnson. Examined at the same time and place.
I am near 13. I go down in generally at half past 6 in the morning. I come up sometimes at 4 and
half past four and sometimes five. We stop an hour at noon. Its middling hard work I do. We sit
down to rest us at noon and have a bit of bread to eat. There’s many have meat but I haven’t. We
always fill as well as hurry. I like being in the pit well enough. I go to Sunday School always.
[He answers very fairly in Scripture questions.]

No.228. Mary Ramsden, aged 91/2 years. Examined at the same time and place as the foregoing
witnesses.
I go down the pit at 6 in the morning and I come up at 4 or 5. I hurry with a little lad. its is hard
work and tired my back a good deal. I go to Sunday School at Morley. I read my A B C. I’d rather
be in the pit than at school. Nobody ever told me what I was to say before you came.
[This child cannot read her letters and has no knowledge of Christianity.]

No.229. Ann Wilson aged 101/2 years. Examined at the same time and place.
I go to the pit generally at 6 in the morning. I have to hurry at dinner time and to get sometimes
but not often. Sometimes we have to hurry muck and such like. We come out between 4 and 5. I stop
till 6 sometimes working all the time. It is the men we hurry for who stop us. I have been bad with
influenza. I hurry by myself. I push with my head. I come out at 4 on Saturdays. It doesn’t hurt my
head pushing. I don’t like being in the pit. I am frightened at being in. They don’t ill use me. Nobody
told me what to say before I came here. I did go to Sunday School once but I stop at home now to
nurse. I used to read. I can read little words. I’ve never been taught to pray. I live with Brown who
keeps me and not with my father and I hurry for one of the apprentice lads. I never heard of Jesus
Christ or of God but I know I shall go to heaven if I am good but I don’t know where it is. I have
plenty to eat and drink and they don’t ill use me.
[She didn’t know her letters when tried. This child was strong and stunted in growth.]
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No.230. William Colling, underground steward to Messrs. Smith. Examined at Gildersome, May
14th., 1841.
The children go down between 6 and 7 and come out generally at 4 or 5 but some that work for
idle colliers may stop till 6 sometimes. They are reckoned to stop at 12. The hurriers mainly stop a
whole hour in both pits but the bigger ones may go and shovel a few shovel fills of muck during
dinner time. They that hurry alone will always fill but not the little ones. They are all employed by
the getters. They are not so hard worked as in many pits. We work mainly to the rise. It is very nice
hurrying and the roads are good. The gates are 32 inches at the thinnest coal. There are some
children hurrying very fine and strong enough to come in at 8, others not till 9. I began at 9 years old
myself. We have some that come at 6. I can’t tell what time they come in a general way. They
stopped longer when I was a boy. I reckon nine hours plenty to be in a pit. They are very irregular.
They play a day or two, and the children with them and then they work long hours afterwards. We
have sometimes interfered. We don’t let the children stay in the pit longer than the men. We have
only three or four colliers who take apprentices and keep the and they may have others to hurry for
them. There is no ill usage. We have girls of 16 or 17 in the pit. I was never used to that system
before I came here and I don’t approve of it. I hear things being done that should not be done. The
men work with short drawers on. The thin pit and the others are well drained all over. They will
hurry about 150 yards and they will go 20 times one with another. The corves will weigh 21/2 cwt. of
coal alone and the corves less than 1 cwt. I think most of the children are able to go to night schools
and are not tired much.
No.231. John Simpkin, collier, aged about 40. Examined at Drighlington, May 14th.
I have worked a great deal where girls were employed in pits. I have had children by them myself
and have frequently had connection with them in the pits. I am sure that this is the case especially in
the pits about Lancashire. I think that when children go into the pits before they are 9 years old they
grow up poor creatures.
[This evidence was given in the presence of Mr. William Barber of the firm of Barber and Haigh, Gildersome, near
Leeds.]

No.232. Joseph Bedford, Drighlington. Examined same day.
I am 8 years old. I come down at 6. I stop an hour. My work doesn’t tire me. I hurry with my
brother. Sometimes it is 4 when I go into the pit. I don’t go to Sunday School. I can’t read none.
No.233. Thomas Bedford, collier. Examined May 14th, 1842, same pit.
The children that come before they are 9 years old are to be pitied. I think 8 hours is plenty for a
man to work in the pit. Its always been said so since I can remember. I have four boys in the pit. I
stop only a quarter f an hour to have my bread. If I had 70 votes I would not give one for a lass to
come down into pits. It’s attended with bad consequences lasses going into pits. They are exposed to
bad things when they are in the pit and they prevent lads and men from getting their proper wages. I
am 56 and I have been very well until the last four years when I have had a hard matter to get my
breath.
No.234. Joseph Roberts, aged 40, collier at Drighlington.
I have five children. There are at the pit. John is near 13, the other is near 11 and James the
youngest, is near 9. He has been in only four weeks. He’s little to come but he’s obliged to get
something to eat. My wife keeps the clothes in repair. I and the three boys will make about 22s. this
week but it differs. It’s generally more than that. When we are all working we can make. The lads
don’t fill. The children don’t get enough schooling. “Ignorance is the ruin of the country.” It wants
somebody in London to look after them is anything ever did. Their ignorance is the shockingest
thing as ever was. There ought to be a fine laid on lasses coming into the pits.
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No.235. Josiah Clegg, examined at same place as the last.
I think eight hours a fair time to be in the pit. They draw a deal longer in some pits. Perhaps 10
hours won’t hurt in the bank. I have one child who is not come into the pit, and he is not eight yet.
he’s too little to go into the pit. Nine years is soon enough to the wages of the men and lads and no
good to themselves neither. There are some evening schools. I don’t send mine to Sunday Schools.
The mother is dead and they get neglected.
No.236. The Rev. Oliver Levey Collins, incumbent of Ossett. Examined May 15th., 1841.
I have been here 15 years. This is a manufacturing district chiefly. In it there are seven small
collieries. There is a good deal of drunkenness and sensuality but in point of honesty they are
astonishing. Bastardy is sadly too common but I have not so many to baptise as formerly. They look
on it as a misfortune and not as a crime. In drunkenness I fear there is no improvement. I have not
had sufficient means of comparing colliers and weavers. I must, however, giving the light as well as
the dark side of the picture. In spite of times if great privation the people have never been driven into
the habits of dishonesty. We have had no house breakings and no robberies and very few even petty
pilferings. We are very low in pont of education. We have a free school and four others. There are
very few of the children who do not attend Sunday Schools. I should express most fear as to the
colliery children in this respect. The education that most of the children get is far from sufficient for
them. There are about 40 children in coal pits and they are removed from my cognisance and come
less to school than other classes. I was out to name a child between 1 and 2 o’clock on Monday night
might here and I was supposed to meet numbers at that time and some half drunk, shouting about the
street. I believe none were colliers. I decidedly think that the Factory Act ought to provide that
education should be obligatory on the parents before they come into the hands of the employers at
all and that this should be extended to collieries. A certificate should be required of a certain amount
of education, say the power, at lest, to read plain chapter in the Epistle of St. John. This would be
enough to begin with. This certificate should be made a sine qua non to employment. It would do
vastly more for education that the present system of two hours a day. I would give a strong motive to
parents to educate their children earlier and it would give a stimulus to ignorant schools. The master
and the patents both have an incentive to educate. The former could not otherwise get workmen or
the latter wages. This would touch the parents who were least disposed to educate through ignorance
themselves. I had occasion to give prizes of Bibles to my Sunday School children and I found that
they youngest children carried off nearly all the prizes and not the elder ones whom I wished to have
them that they might have their Bibles to take with them from the school. I found the cause was that
the younger ones were the ones that were having education in day schools and the elder ones were
dependent on the Sunday School. Sunday School instruction, even in the hands of a good teacher,
must be an inefficient thing. There is in the course of eight weeks as much instruction given in a day
school even in point of the number of days as in a whole years in Sunday Schools. Add to this the
longer period occupied each day in instruction if the day school and then the constant repetition o
education in the day school. whereas in Sabbath Schools they have six days interval for forgetting
what they learn. The elder ones are frequently disheartened, moreover, by finding the little boys
getting ahead of them whilst they re perhaps unable to read. Education will never be properly
diffused until it be made obligatory because the part of the people who want it most care nothing
about it. I have spoken to several manufacturers of the subject of compelling education before the
children are employed and I found many f of them in favour of such a plan. I consider it would in
every way dispose the manufacturer in favour of it.
No.237. Emma Richardson. Examined Dewsbury, May 18th., 1841 in Messrs. Brook and
Greaves’s Colliery.
My work does not tie me at all. I like it and I’d rather be here than not and go to a night school I
went to a night school before when I went to Horbury. I go to Sunday School and to Chapel. I learn
A B C. I can’t read in a book and I can’t say. They teach en that I’ll go to a burning place of I am a
naughty girl and to heaven if I ‘m good. I don’t know who Christ was. I hurry with my sister. She
behaves to me well. My mother would pay her of she didn’t.
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No.238. Thomas Caveney. Examined in the same pit.
I was 13 last Christmas. I come to pit generally at 6 and sometimes 5. I get out at 4 or 5. I’m not
working all the time I’m in the pit. I stop at 12 sometimes a quarter of an hour often not so much and
then I hurry muck till 1. It’s not hard work but it tires me a bit. I get my dinner and get me washed
then I get homes and them I go out and lake sometimes. Where a lad hurries alone she has as much
work as me. I go to Sunday School sometimes but I have no clothes to go in. I can read A B C.
There are 12 months in the year. I don’t know how many weeks there are in a year.
No.239. Grace Pollet, aged 15, examined in the above named colliery.
She states that she does not like being in the pit and that she would rather be in a factory. She
works for her father and that no effort, as far as she knows, had been made to get her other
employment.
No.240. William Pearson, aged 15. Examined Fernandez, Dunn and Co.’s Pit, Stanley,
May 19th.
I come down the shaft at half past 5. I get out about 4 unless we have been working fast. I have 26
corves to hurry every day, I haven’t to fill. There is a corf ready when I get to hole to bring back. It
tires me very much, It tires my back and arms. We have to go fast. We stop generally half an hour
for dinner. The getter never laves me behind to fill or hurry for him. I go seldom to Sunday School I
read Testament and get collect and verses.
No.241. Benjamin Shepherd, examined same place and time.
I shall be 17 a fortnight after bonfire day. I hurry. I never get. I come down in the morning at half
past five, I go up sometimes 4 and 3 and 2, just as we get done. It is sometimes 5 when we get away.
We have always 31 corves to hurry. I am nearer the shaft than the others. It tires me at night. We sit
down to rest us at night and then go to bed. I hav e been to Sunday School. I can read in ‘Reading
Made Easy’ but don’t know my letters. I cannot tell who Jesus was. I did know but I don’t now. I’ve
forgot and I ca’t read now, I’ve forgotten.
No.242. Amos Frost, 10 year old. Examined May 19th., 1841 at the same pit as last.
I hurry with my brother. I come put at half past 5 o’clock. Iget out sometimes at 3 and sometimes
not till 5. It tires me much in my legs. I don’t like being in the pit. It’ s because the corves are bad
ones and we can’t hardly thrust them, that makes my legs ache. We get us dinners when we go home
at night and next we get us drinkings. I’ve a good appetite. I got to sleep after my work and
sometimes like to lake after that. I go to Sunday School every Sunday. I am learning my letters but
nought else.
No.243. James Stinger, aged 17. Examined May 19th., 1841.
I am a hurrier. I come down at half past five in the morning an go out at 4 or 5 in the evening. We
stop about 40 minutes or half n hour for dinner. It tires me much to hurry. I have been working ever
since I was seven. I have none to hurry after the getter. I did go to Sunday School but I don’t know
nought now, not my letters nor nothing. I’ve forgot it all with not going. I lake about on Sundays. I
don’t go to Church or Chapel. I live with my grandfather. It is a very hardish job to be in the pit for
all. The little ones have to work as hard as we do accordingly for their strength. The corves are very
bad to hurry here. I have 31 corves a day to hurry in the day. I never have to fill or riddle.
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No.244. Charles Wood. Examined May 19th., 1841.
I and another are undertakers of the hurrying in this pit and we employ and pay for hurriers
stinting their work. They don’t always work for the same getter. They are shifted about as there is
work to do and sometimes we take the elder ones to help us to get. We pay them by the day and a
portion their work to their strength. Eight hours a day would be enough for pulling and they could
get their work done in that time.
No.245. John Frost, collier. Examined May 19th., at the same place.
My opinion is that whether ma man can addle wages or not. Nine hours is plenty for a man or boy
either to be in the a pit. We must have time in this for meals. I want my lads to do enough but not too
much. I sent mine at 9 but I would not have sent them till they were 13 if I had the power to keep
them.
No.246. William Bedford, one of the proprietors of Gildersome, Morley and Drighlington
Collieries. Examined May 14th., 1841 at Drighlington.
Our mines are not so thin as some are. There are a deal of children to go to the pits between 7 and
8 years old and some younger. They sometimes are trappers but oftener they are hurriers along with
one another when they first go. The weakest goes to the wall and when the corf goes off the road or
anything goes along, the youngest generally gets the blame and sometimes a blow perhaps. The boys
generally go down at half past 6. The man about 6. It will be near 5 when al are out, but the average
will be 4 o’clock. The boys have nothing to do at out place at all whilst they stop for dinner and that
is three quarters of an hour with us. The colliers get and fill themselves we pay the hurriers ourselves
and they have only to hurry and nothing besides. This is not the case in other collieries about here. I
have been brought up under Brandling’s Collieries and it is a way I learnt from them. The lads with
us will hurry about 300 yards. Ours hurry about 32corves a day and the coals will weigh about 4
cwt. net. They have stoppages when they come to the galloways and perhaps stop 2 or 3 minutes at a
time. Generally they do not get too much work. I don’t think they are hurt in our collieries but I can’t
speak to others. We work to the dip but we have strong hurriers there. I believe when they go in
younger it prevents them from thriving, and they don’t live so long. I think it looks inhumane for
girls to go into the pits. I have known women working in Lancashire big in the family way and ready
to drop working in the pit. It looks bad to see a woman working in trousers. If pits were allowed to
draw 9 hours it would be plenty. I our pit we have 60 people. We begin letting them down at 6 and
we begin drawing at 7 or soon after and we stand three quarters of an hour at noon and are all out in
a general way at half past 4. We keep drawing coals and people just as they come during the last 2 or
3 hours. It is bad place to allow children to stay in the pits to work after the men have left. The lads
do nothing but play and are in far too long. It might be prevented. Of the Government wishes to
regulate the hours pits work, I believe they can do it no other way than by regulating the hours coals
are drawn by the engine and 9 hours ought to be allowed for pulling coals exclusive of meal time
and pulling, the men. Taking one with another, if this were done, no man or boy will remain in the
pit longer than 9 hours. Relays of boys would be very awkward. Many pits are drawn by horses and
they could not manager is all. We don’t admit small children to come up and down together alone
and it would take too much time and trouble to let a man go up and down with them. Let the doctor
have power to stop a child he thinks to little and too young to go and stop the whole time. I would
sooner do without lads than have two sets. There should be something might happen to the engine
and in this case we should be allowed to make up time. I am quite sure that girls get bastards owing
to being in the pits.
No.247. James Wilson, collier, examined near Batley, May 19th., 1841 in the Dewsbury Union.
The man about here drink and lake at the beginning of the week and then at the and there is
nothing will stop them They want to be forced to work regular hours. We don’t want children’s ages
limited but we want hours of work regulated. The man have nor mercy of the children. They’ll work
their very been out their heads. I am both banksman and steward. If Government keeps children out
of the pits, they ought to provide something else for them to do. A child can’t be made a collier of
who doesn’t begin before he is 13. It is not the age hurt them, its the long irregular hours they work.
No.248. John Walker, Esq., agent to Messrs. Fernadez, Dunn and Co. Examined
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May 19th., 1841, Wakefield.
Where the inclination of the seam exceeds 1 in 20, the children employed are sometimes
overworked and where they work to the dip also. The age would not in all cases be a correct
standard of the time when children ought to be employed in mines. Some are stronger at 7 than
others at 10. A limitation to 9 years old would press hard on some colliers but would not affect us. In
thin pits they would be required earlier but there the weight of the corves of less. It is pretty general
to allow colliers to get what quantity they please. If they are very irregular in the time they work
they are liable to be discharged. Our worst men, however, will be out by 3 or 4 o’clock. They may
leave perhaps a couple of corves to be filled and hurried after they leave but our men generally hurry
the last themselves. I do not approve of the practice of allowing children to remain after the colliers
are gone. It would be a benefit to compel the colliers to stay in as long as the hurriers and would not
be felt as an evil by them. On an average we draw coals eight hours a day and consider this would be
a sufficient time in our opinion for engines to be allowed to draw coal, exclusive of time for drawing
people and for meals. This would force the men to be more regular in their work. My only objection
to the inspection of pits (should this be enacted), would be the for of local ‘Viewers’ might be
appointed who might divulge information as to the extent of the workings in collieries which might
be prejudicial to the proprietors. It would, however, be very desirable that all coal masters should
keep plans of their collieries, which should be open to inspectors and to them only. These plans
should be to the scale of half an inch to a chain. This in case of accident as clue would en often
afforded to the cause of them and to the adoption of a prevention. I am sure that of a Bill be drawn
judiciously and by persons who have inspected and are conversant with mines, a Government
regulation and inspection of them might be generally beneficially both to the employers and to the
men.
No.249. Joseph Ellison, Esq., of Birkenshaw, near Birstall.
I have been practically acquainted with collieries nearly all my life. On the Low Moor. the
Bowling and Bierley Mines the bed will not average more than 18 inches. The main gates will be
about a yard but the bank gates not above 32 feet. They consequently employ very young children.
They generally go to work as early as 6 years old and remain as hurriers till 12 or 13. They
commence them to be colliers themselves. The average time they work will be from 6 in the
morning till 4 in the evening. They make Saturday a short day and on Monday they often don’t work
at all. It is called Collier Monday here. The employment of children decidedly stunts their growth
and renders them unfit for any other occupation. There are few girls about here in the pits. It is an
exception now since the mills became plentiful but formerly there were as many as boys. It is cruel
and highly improper. I know a case of a girl being employed as a hurrier having been attempted to
be ravished frequently by her father-in-law till at length she could not go down the pit. Where girls
are employed the immoralities practised are scandalous. I believe that the gates in the thin coal pits
might easily be mad e high enough to admit of the employment of mules. It would be a little more
expense to the masters and perhaps the price would be raised a little of the coal but I do not believe
it is at all impracticable to do without the labour of children till they are 12 years old in the pits. The
collier fills here. The boys only has to hurry and the work of hurrying is very severe. The average
distance the hurriers have to drag the corves is 150 yards each way and in most pits they are kept so
hard at it that if there is the least cessation in their work down they drop and fall asleep immediately.
Sometimes the younger ones get severely beaten by the colliers when they cannot breed children
enough themselves or the hurriers they want, are forced to apply to the Poor Law Guardians for
pauper children. I have a Guardian myself and know it to be a fact. They cant get them elsewhere in
account of the severity of the labour and treatment of hurriers experience and which makes parents
prefer any other sort of employment for their children. I should desire that all employment of
children under 12 years old should be prohibited as hurriers. The effect of this prohibition would be
to force the proprietors to employ mule instead of children to hurry in the main gates. I do not think
this would entail any loss on the owners at all. It might at first, but little afterwards. Take the colliers
as a body and I will undertake to say there is not a more ignorant class in the whole of Yorkshire.
The children are only sent to Sunday Schools and a great many of them are not even sent there. I
know a bet was offered that a hurrier of about 12 years of age would hurry a corve over a greater
distance than adult can travel on the surface in the same day. I know it is a fact that a collier now
living has taken a child of his own, who was only 3 years old, into a pit to hurry and when the child
was exhausted it was carried home stripped and put to bed. This is a rare occurrence but I can prove
it, if required by undeniable sufficient evidence, to have been a fact. The colliers about here are
considered the very lowest in civilisation of all other classes. There are about 6000 colliers and
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ironstone getters in a circle of three miles round this place who will employ 8000 hurriers. They
employ these themselves and pay them themselves.
No.250. Joseph Glover, aged 111/2. Examined at Gauforth Collier (Gascoign’s),
May 20th., 1841.
I don’t hurry yet. I come and help my father to shovel in the hole. I can’t read. I go to Sunday
School. I come down at 4 o’clock often. I go out at 4 in the afternoon sometimes. I stop for my bread
at 12. It doesn’t tire me. I go home and get my supper and than I go out to lake. I don’t know when I
shall hurry. I read in the Testament. I am sure I never heard tell of Jesus Christ. I never heard God’s
son came into the world and was nailed on the cross.
No.251. Thomas Porter, collier aged 20. Examined in the above named colliery.
We never leave the hurriers to fill. We all come down here between 4 an 5 and we go out about 3
always. We don’t lake on Mondays here much. It would take me 10 hours to addle 3s. 6d. wages
net. Sometimes we have to stop an hour a day for waggons and I take this into account. I don’t
thinck it hurts my health at all to work as much as I do.
No.252. John Thompson, aged 15. Examined same day.
I come down to pit about 5 in the morning. I got out at all times but mostly at 2 o’clock. I can’t
tell you right how long I stop sometimes but I think I am never longer than 4. I hurry by myself to
the rise road. They help me when there is a loaded corf up hill. It is not such hard work. I’ve been at
harder work at another pit. We stop generally 20 minutes, and then we have out bread. I might if I
would nave beer. I always get meat for my dinner when I get home. It doesn’t tire me when I was
lesser. I might tire me when I was lesser. I like being at the pit weel enough. I have been to a day
school before I came here. I go regularly to Sunday School. I read in the Bible. Jesus Christ was
Joseph’s son. Christ was crucified. I don’t know what sort of death it is. There are twelve apostles
and I don’t know what they were. Five times six is thirty. I don’t know how many seven times eight
is.
No.253. William Blackman, aged 12. Examined same day.
I come down at half past 4. It’s sometimes 5. It is very often 6. I go out at all times, but generally
at half past 2. I hurry by myself. It tires me sometime. It makes my arms ache. I like being in the pit.
I don’t go to Sunday School now. I’ve no good clothes. I can’t read much. I know my A B C.
No.254. Thomas Hopton, underground steward to R.O. Gascoign’s Esq.’s Collieries. Examined
May 20th. at Gauforth Collieries, in Stourton Parish.
The children go down in this pit at half past 4 but in other pits the children go at 6 in the
morning,. They generally come out here at half past 3 on the average. We have not very young
hurriers and men hurry in all dip workings. The boys hurry 12 corves per day, weighing 7 cwt. gross,
and the distance of 240 yards each way. The work is pretty regular hours now because we used to
find that they worked very irregularly before, and were obliged to stop it by compelling them to get
a certain amount every day, If they don’t do this we don’t allow them to make it up. On the old plan
they would have worked night and day, and made the children work with them if they had not been
permitted. I think that 10 hours ought to be allowed for the engine to draw coals exclusive of
drawing men and of meal times. There are unavoidable stoppages which would render this time
necessary, We have tried to obviate these stoppages but never could succeed. These stoppages occur
on the railway. We could draw all our coals in eight hours. We reckon eight hours sufficient for men
or boys to be in the pit at once. Children ought not to come into any pits before 13 years of age. It
might be necessary to raise the gates in thin coal pits which might cost something but it would not be
very expensive. If it be very strong at the top they could take the bottom up where it is generally
soft. It is seldom strong in both places. We have no girls here. A man did want to bring his wife. He
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was a Sikstone man and because I would not let him bring his wife he left the place and is now in
Sikstone. There could be no hardship in preventing girls from going into pits altogether.
No.255. William Pickard, general steward to Sir John Lister Kaye’s Collieries. Examined at
Denby Grange, May 21st., 1841.
I have been bottom steward 44 years. We used trappers till lately and they used to go and begin as
early as 6 years old. Now the doors are allowed to fall to themselves. The men will let the children
go as soon as ever they are big enough to addle any wages. They come at 8 or 9 to hurry but we have
had trappers that begun earlier to hurry. The thinnest bed we are working is only 10 inches. We cut
the gates 26 inches but they don’t stand quite that at the banks. They youngest children go there. The
corf and coal together will weigh 28 stone. They will have 250 yards to hurry on an average. They
hurry 16 a day. They always fill and riddle. It is a very rare thing for the children to go two together.
They go singly. The biggest part of the gates are dry. There are some places where the water is over
their shoes but very few. It is mostly very dry considering. I don’t like to see the poor little children
dabble in water if it can be avoided. They go down generally at 6 or a quarter after. We reckon to
give over pulling at 5 out. They generally give over at 3. The hurriers will stop to eat their bread at
12 but the bigger ones of 12 or 14 years old will be kept to the work in the hole shovelling muck or
picking it away. When I was a hurrier, they had good reason to be tired with a belt and chain and
without rails. I do not know now that children’s work is hard. They have generally play enough after
their work is done. If a child does not begin to be a hurrier at 9 he never will do in thin coals. They
must be brought up to it. We could do with them at 9 but it would be better to have them at 8. It
would be possible to cut the gates higher but it would be a great expense. It is not only the expense
of cutting away but there is also that of taking the stuff away. We are no paying 6d. a yard extra for
straight work in the thin bed where we cut 16 inches of muck &c. It would be a capital thing to make
the men more regular in their hours of work but if we were to take a man and hang him every now
an d then it would not make them regular. Nine hours for drawing coals would be plenty of time. I
have known pits in the neighbourhood drawing coals at 9 at night. The education of the children is
very much neglected. The parents don’t value it and think nothing about. The proprietors of coal pits
don’t notice schooling much except at Stansfield’s. They are the best I ever knew. They are always
doing something for education of the children and Mrs. Miles had always done a great deal too. Mr.
Briggs also is a very good one for the. I don’t know how we are to do without girls. We cannot do
without. It would be a good thing to stop girls from going after they are 12 or 13 years old. I have
known a married woman hurrying for a man who works stark naked, and not any kin to her. I fear
colliers could not do without the wages of girls and that are far better hurriers and more attentive to
their job.
No.256. James Miles Stansfield, Esq., of Manor House, Flockton, gives the following statement in
reply to the Educational queries, May 14th., 1841.
There has never been until about the last two years, any well conducted public or charitable
institutions in the village. The education received at the dame schools is so trivial and of so short a
duration that it is almost impossible for it to have any effect on the character and the lives of those
sent to them. I have resided in the parish (Flockton) 25 years. Its population consists of about 1000.
The people are contented, peaceable and industrious but many are fond of frequenting the public
houses and the colliers are addicted to gambling. There is not a politician in the village. I am a
farmer and coal master. I have personally conducted the business for seven years. The number of
persons employed in the concern is about 500. Flagrant instances if neglect of family are rare in the
village. The present system of school education, as practised in the village, is very defective. It
chiefly consists of a short reading lesson, either in the Bible or some easy work, without any attempt
on the part of the teacher to explain what is read and of course the consequence is that the children
have not an idea of the meaning of what they are reading. The only plan likely, we think, to do good,
is to read but little at a time to question most strictly the children upon what they have read,
explaining almost every word. There are two Sunday Schools which are well attended but I am
afraid little religious knowledge gained. Attendance at Church is much neglected in consequence of
the curates remaining a very short time, and there is also a Calvinistic Chapel which is very well
attended. A residence for the curate is to be built this summer when I hope a resident minister will
have more influences over the people and increase the congregation at the Church. There are two
dame schools, a free school also one kept by the Calvinistic Minister and an evening school. They
are all well attended. I have a reading room open one night in the week where the members have
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access to a number of cheap monthly and weekly periodicals. I read to them for an hour on some
subject connected with natural philosophy. I beg to state most unreservedly that the bad habits which
exist in this village may be usually traced to intemperance and until public houses and beer shops are
abolished or very much reduced in number there is but little hope for us of improvement. Though I
have chess boards &c., in the reading room some of the young men say they would rather give 2d.
for a pint of ale than pay their small subscription for books. I do not think that girls who work in the
collieries are more immoral than those employed in agricultural labour. Indeed, I have decidedly
evidence to the contrary. In our village there are four women of openly immoral character none of
whom work in the pits not have, I believe, done so at any time. There are no collier girls but there is
as much on the part of the farm women. I have known of very much worse instances of indecent
labourers even this summer than I ever heard of among colliers.
No.257. Mr. William Carter, underground steward and manager of Micklethwaite and Co.
Examined May 23rd., 1841.
We reckon both men and boys go down at 6 or thereabouts. They are up at 4 o’clock. Some will
be up at 2 or 3. Straight workmen will be out earlier. We stop at 12 and the boys stop the time
according to how they have got forward with their work. The hurriers are employed by the company
but not by the getter and work sometimes for one and sometimes for another. They never stop
behind the getter. We don’t allow boys to stop after the men. It’s not right and accidents might
happen, if they were left rambling in the pit by themselves. I should say children ought to begin at 9
or 10 years old. Nine is early enough. I went in at 5 but it was a sad let down to me on the point of
education. We have no girls in our pits and I could never give my voice to let them be where I was.
It does not consist with reason of humanity. I attribute the accident when the man was killed going
down the shaft a month ago here, to his having a lighted lamp in his pocket. he was 18 yards down
from the surface and the shaft is 185 yards deep. It is an upcast shaft. There was a man and a boy far
in about 300 yards from the shaft and they heard little of it and saw nothing. The man stopped an
hour after working. Hough, who was killed, might have been blown up the shaft but we cannot tell if
nobody ever saw him. The corve was blown up in which he was. The other rope was burnt all the
way down from the top to the bottom. They were obliged to take it off. The furnace was 20 yards
from the bottom of the drawing pit and is fed with pure air from the engine pit which travels to the
furnace, a distance of only 20 yards where a small aperture is made to let the draft through. The body
of the air then passes all through the works and it delivers its air at about four feet below it. They
pass straight up the shaft to gather smoke, foul air and pure air. The foul air thus passes out into the
shaft without ever touching the furnace and comes out four feet below it. The furnace fire was blown
out, a good part of it, by the blast but I do not know that it was low but I should say it was not low.
We never go up and down with alight and the man ought not to have done it. I have every reason to
think that there was so much gas coming from a break which happened in the old works, that had a
light been applied at that time, even in the boards at the top of the shaft. it would have fired and a
man told me that once fired his lamp at eight yards from the top at another pit. The heat and the
quantity of gas was at the average when you were down first now. It was like what we run at. I don’t
think pits ought to be stinted to draw coal alone less than 10 hours.
No.258. Jesse Lee, aged 12. Examined at Small Pit, near Mirfield, May 26th., 1841.
I’ve been half a year at pit only. I’d rather be at mill than here, it’s so dirty. My feet are always
wet as they are now. It’s warm at the hole. I come between 6 and 7. The getters leave at about 4, and
then we have to stop and fill and hurry two or three corves after so that we get out about 5 or 6. I go
home at night and have my dinner and wash and then my mother makes me go to bed. We have not
above 10 minutes to lake in and it is dark too soon.
No.259. Jesse Gibson, aged 17, at Messrs. Barraclough’s, near Mirfield.
Examined May 26th., 1841.
I have worked four years in the pit. I used to set cards before I came. I was 13 when I came. The
gates were between 27 and 30 inches high where I first worked, the same as here. I was rather more
tired than if I had begun earlier. I was tired. I used to hurry about two dozen corves. The coal was
about 100 yards. The gates were no higher than here. I go down at 6 in the morning, now, never
sooner. We come out at 5 and have a whole hour for dinner. We have to fill sometimes four,
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sometimes three, corves when the getters are gone. I don’t go to Sunday School and can read small
words. I have 7s. a week. I don’t know who made the world nor who Christ was. I have never been
ill in pit.
[Straight and well made.]

No.260. Charles Wright, aged 161/2. Examined at Messrs. Ackeroyd’s Birkenshaw,
May 26th., 1841.
I hurry myself. I hurry loaded corves as well as down. I hurry 18 one day with another. I have
hurried 26. Saturdays and Mondays we don’t work above 6, other days longer, between 10 and 11
hours. We don’t always fill after the getter is gone but we are doing it now because the getter was
too idle to stay on. He was laking yesterday and again to day. The work does not tire me. I’ve been
to school but not so much. I don’t go to Sunday School now at all. I can’t read, not so much, very
little. Sometimes we have to get ourselves to finish the stint.
No.261. Abraham Wardman, aged 141/2. Examined at Messrs. Ackeroyd’s Birkenshaw,
May 26th., 1841.
I come down at six o’clock and come out at half past 5, nor much before. I stop only a quarter of
an hour for dinner. We have to go and shovel the baring back (i.e. inferior layer). My work tires me
a bit in my back. It tires my legs. I’m wet a bit sometimes. My feet are verity oft not wet. My shoes
are too thick. I have to fill and to get about two hours in the morning. I have to get too when the men
leave us but not too oft. I’ve been to Sunday School. I can read in Testament. It’s a Methodist
school. Jesus Christ was David’s son. I don’t go to a night school.
No.262. David Hewitt. Examined at Messrs. Ackeroyd’s Birkenshaw, May 26th., 1841.
I am 11 years old. I come down at 6 and go up at 5. I come out at 12 or 3 on Saturdays, I hurry all
day. I stop a quarter of an hour to get my dinner and them I go and bare (i.e. cut away the bottom of
the coal seam). I generally hurry with naked feet like I am now. it hurts my feet to wear clogs. My
work tires me a good deal. It tires my legs. I get a little sometimes and have to fill after the getter is
gone one corf perhaps. I go to Sunday School. I read in “Reading Made Easy.”
No.263. James Ibbetson, aged about 20. Examined at Harrison’s Pit, Gomersal,
May 26th., 1841.
I am a collier. There are three hurriers here in the pit. Two are girls. They are my sisters. They
hurry for me. None hurry here with belt and chain. The oldest is 12 1/2. The youngest is between 8 or
9. She has been working ever since she was 6 years old. They have both hurried together since she
was 6 years old. Sometimes when I have got my stint I come out as I have done today and leave
them to hurry and fill. I have gone down at 4 and 5 and 6 and the lasses come out at 8 and they get
out by 5. They stop at 12 and if the men have some feeling they let them stop an hour, but there are
not many but what keep them tugging at it. The girls hurry to the dip. The distance of 160 yards. The
corves weigh 31/2 cwt. each and they hurry 22 on an average. I don’t think it proper for girls to be in
the pit. I know I could get boys but my sisters are more to be depended on. They are capital hurriers.
Some hurriers are kept to work with sharp speaking and sometimes paid with pick shaft and
anything else the men can lay their hands on. I saw two people killed at Queen’s Head when they are
less civilised than here and the rope slipped off the gin and jerked and broke and they were killed, at
Harrison’s other pit there are eight boys.
No.264. John Ibbetson. Examined May 26th. at Mr. Harrison’s Pit, Gomersal.
I am 13, I hurry alone, I go down at 7 and sometimes 8. Sometimes we work a whole day and
than its 5 when we come out. I stop at 12 and my sisters too for an hour and a half. I like being in the
pit. I’ve been down 6 years or better. I thrust with my head where the coals touch the top of the gates
an then we have to push. In all the bank gates they don’t cut it down enough. I have been to Sunday
School. I stop at home now, I’ve no cloths to go in. I stop in because I’ve no clothes to go and lake
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with the other lads. I red spelling. I don’t know who Jesus Christ was, I never saw him but I’ve seen
Foster who prays about him. I’ve heard something about him but I never heard that he was put to
death.
No.265. Mr. Joseph Harrison. Examined May 26th., 1841 at Gomersal.
I don’t employ the hurriers. They are entirely under the control of the men but when they quarrel
I interfere to prevent it. I don’t approve of girls coming. I allow two as a favour. I have four pits and
18 children. They thrust two together when they are little. In the bank gates the coal with catch the
roof sometimes because we leave seven or eight inches inferior. We don’t require children younger
than 10 years as far as out experience. They can do very little before they are of that age and I would
as leif be without them. We could do if they were to allow us to draw coals for eight hours with an
additional hour for meals. If they could thus make colliers work regular it would be a good thing.
They will sometimes work for 12 or 13 hours and then they will lake perhaps. The getters don’t
leave the children to fill and hurry here after they come out of pit except it be a corf or two. If
hurriers are prohibited from working till they are 10. I do not know whether we could get enough or
not.
No.266. Elizabeth Ibbetson. Examined at Mr. Harrison’s Pit, Gomersal, May 26th., 1841.
I am 111/2 years old. I don’t like being at pit so well. Its too hard work for us. My sister hurries
with me. I’ve been two years and half in this pit. It tires my legs and arms but not so much my back.
I get my feet wet. I come down at 87 and 8. I come put at 4 and sometimes at 2 and sometimes stay
until 6. I laked on Saturdays for I had gotten cold. I am wet in the feet now. They are often wet. We
test and hour one day with another, but we stop none at Saturdays. I push the corf with my head and
it hurts me and is sore. I go to Sunday School to Methodists every Sunday. I read A B C. I’ve heard I
shall go to heaven if I’m a good girl and to hell if I’m bad but I never hared nought at all about Jesus
Christ. We are used very well but sometimes the hurriers fall out, and they pay us. I have no mother.
My father works at pit.
No.267. John Ibbetson aged 53. Examined at Birkenshaw, near Birstall.
I have been 45 years in the pits. I am the father of the children you have examined at Mr.
Harrison’s pit. I have had three ribs of one side and two on the other broken and my collar bone and
my leg skinned. My reason for taking the girls into the pits is that I can get nought else for them to
do. I can’t get enough wages to dress the boys for going to school I get 5s. 6d. for the girls and I and
my two sons earn 17s. 6d. on a average a week. I am done up. I can’t addle much. The eldest girl
does nothing at all. We get potatoes and a bit if meat or bacon when they come put of the pit. I knew
a man, called Joseph Cawthrey who sent a child in at 4 years old and there are many who go thrust
behind at that time and many go at 5 and 6 but it is soon enough for them to go at 9 or 10. The
sooner they go in the sooner their constitution is mashed up. I have been 13 hours in a pit since I
have been here but 8 hours is plenty. The children when with us and came back with us. They
worked as long as we did, The colliers and the children about hearer will be 12 hours from the time
they go away till they come home. They could not addle a living if they were stinted to work 8 hours
at present ages. The children don’t get schooling as they ought to have. I cannot deny it. I cannot get
the means. I have suffered from asthma and am regularly knocked up. A collier cannot stand the
work regularly. We must stop now and the, or he would be mashed up before any time. We cannot
afford to keep Collier Monday as we used to do.
No.268. Thomas Rayner, Esq., surgeon, of Burstall. Examined May 26th., 1841, at Birstall.
Collier children are liable to rickets. Those who are scrofulous have a protrusion of the chest, the
back curved inwards and the knees flexed forwards. They are taken in at 5 years, both boys and
girls, because they cannot be taken to the mills till they are 13. It is decidedly injurious to their
health. I have had 27 years practice and I know of no old colliers. Their extreme term of life of from
56 to 60 years of age, I account got the stunted growth from the stooping position which makes them
grow latterly and prevent the cartilaginous substance from expanding. The privation for light also
tends to prevent the healthy action of the skin. The Board of Guardians at Batley apprentice children
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without due care to ascertain their age. The boy Thomas Townsend, aged 5 years, would not have
been brought back to the workhouse had not the grandfather interfered and demanded it. We
threatened to acquaint Mr. Chadwick and the Commissioners with it. The colliers and children
decidedly work 12 hours a day if the work is plentiful. I thik 8 full working hours would be
sufficient and a child not under 9 years of age would bear this number of hours very well.
No.269. Samuel Brookes, aged 91/2. Examined May 26th., 1841, at Small Pit near Mirfield.
I’ve been to pit 2 to 3 years. I like being in the pit. I used to set cards before I came. I like this
best. I come at 7 and go away at 12, sometimes 4. I go before the others because I’m a little one. I
lake when I get home. My feet are wet sometimes, as they are now. I go to Sunday School. I can
read in “Reading Made Easy”. The talk of Jesus Christ sometimes but I don’t know whether he’s
dead or not or ought about him.
[This child is well formed and easy labour is manifested by well developed body and good health except in stature. He
has an unhealthy mother but who takes care of him.]

No.270. Samuel Heely, aged 141/2. Examined May 27th., at Mr Sutcliffe’s Day Hole Pit, Mirfield.
I’ve been 5 years in the pit. I come hardly at 7 in the morning sometimes. I go away at 5 or 6. I
work on Mondays the same. We come out at 3 on Saturdays. We don’t stop at noon. We work all the
time. I don’t like being at the pit as it tires me much. My feet are always wet and the mud covers my
ankles. They are always wet. I hurry 14 or 15 corves a day. I go in about 100 yards. I never get but I
fill a bit sometimes. The roads are very bad and I have to thrust with my head.
[This is a bad case of stunted growth. There is a sunken state of the spine more particularly of the lower part. He is not a
yard and a half high and looks like an old man. he had a decided relaxation of the ligaments of the knee.]

No.271. John Heely, aged 18. Examined at the same Day Hole Pit, May 26th., 1841.
I went to work before I was 6. I am sure of this. I hurried with another. I like wanted to go. I ne’er
nought about it. I can read a bit in the Testament and have been at Sunday School It is always was
wet as where you were just now and we always have our feet wet. I never hurried with shoes in my
life. I have had a very bad cold lately. I’ve has to stop at home. I come at 7 and go away sometimes
at 6 and sometimes at 5. We lake a day or two sometimes. We can’t work no harder than what we
do. We may be 12 or 13 hours and then me and my father and another lad will addle only 4s. This
steward tells us that if we don’t like the pit we may go and leave it and father has worked here so
long he don’t like or leave it.
No.272. Joseph Reynard, aged 19. Examined at Mr. Stancliffe’s Pit, May 27th., 1841.
I am apprenticed to Charles Hall. I come for Pontefract. I began hurrying when I was 9. I get
now. I have had my hip bad since I was 15. I can read in Testament. They give me plenty to eat. I
am very tired at night. I cannot hurry because one leg is shorter than the other. I go to work at 6 and
give over at 5 or 6. I worked in a wet place today. I have worked in places before as wet as I have
been in today.
[I examined Joseph Reynard, he has had several large abscesses in the thigh from the hip joint disease. The thigh bone is
dislocated from the same cause. The leg is about three inches shorter. The spinal column is curved. Two or three of the
abscesses are now discharging. No appearance of puberty from all the examinations I made. I should think him no more
than 11 or 12 years of age except from his teeth. I think him quite unfit to follow any occupation much less the one he
now occupies.
(Signed) U. Bradbury, surgeon.]
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No.273. Henry J. Moorehouse, Esq., of Stony Bank, Huddersfield.
Nearly all the mines in this district are worked upon a small scale and the beds of coal vary from
10 inches to 28 inches in thickness. In working these mines the miners have to take down the roof to
about 30 or 32 inches (including the space occupied by the coal) for roads for the children to hurry
the coal. Several of these mines are worked by levels so that children have in some instances to
hurry the coals long distances. The miners here generally work 8 or 9 hours per day.
In regard to the physical and moral condition of the children and young persons working in mines
I may system from my own personal examination of a number of them that they are much less in
stature in proportion to their ages than those working in mills. They are generally broader aver the
shoulders and apparently very hardy. As to their moral and intellectual cultivation, I am quite of
opinion that they are much below the factory children, or these engaged in other occupations and in
their habits decidedly more vicious.
No.274. William Wood, underground steward at Mr. Joshua Smithson’s Colliery,
near Wakefield. Examined May 2nd., 1841.
The children begin to go about 9 and from 9 to 11. A child can hurry alone at 14 a loaded corf. I
consider the pits well ventilated and yet there are few traps. There are a few odd children who go in
too young but it is because they are forced to it. But they all will at 9 or 10 years old. They go down
at 6 o’clock and come out at 4 o’clock, The hurrier does not fill except in some rare cases and the
hurriers are found and paid by the master or by the undertakers. There are some petty collieries
where the hurriers riddle and fill but not at the larger ones about here.
They get insufficient education except at Sunday Schools, they get but little. I think children
ought to go at 9 or 10 but not under that age. I think it is not proper work for girls to go in the pits.
There are no children who hurry with belt and chain about here. I never saw a girl hurry with a belt
and chain in my life. If there were schools provided I think the parents would send them if they
could afford it. I believe they would till they were 9.
No.275. Charles Hawcroft, underground steward to Messrs. Day and Twibell.
Re-examined June 8th., 1841, at Barnsley.
I can see no difficulty in bringing up young children out of the pit after they have worked five
hours, at dinner time, and letting down another for the next five hours and the wages would not be
much reduced. At present the children are favoured and allowed to rest half an hour in the morning
and again at dinner, or ought to be. By having two sets there would be less loss of time and they
would be able to work straight on without stopping much. This would enable the collier to get on
quicker with his work and He would be able to leave the lads to finish hurrying what they had got,
instead of stopping to hurry the last corf themselves. This short time would bat least enable the
children to get education.
No.276. John Lawton, underground steward and agent to Messrs. Traviss and Horsfall, Barnsley,
re-examined, June 8th., 1841.
When he first came he was obliged to remove the furnace 10 yards further from the ropes because
it made them so hot and injured them. The rope do not last so long where the working shaft is made
the upcast shaft. This he states as a matter of his own experience. At the winning of a colliery,
economy is the only reason why three shafts are not always made. The tackle in the engine pit
require more frequent repaid and they would have to put the fire out every time which prevents
making the engine the upcast shaft.
No.277. A collier aged 45. Examined at Messrs. Stancliffe’s Pit, Mirfield, near Dewsbury,
June 9th., 1841.
I was working in water which was about 4 inches deep in the bank face when you saw me before.
I was to dip and we had no pumps but a hand one. I was ordered afterwards to pump out the water
because they heard you were going to come last Wednesday and I did it. We pump a dam out first
where the water runs into and then lade the water out of the holes into the dam again. The water
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keeps filling in fast again, so that we are constantly working in water. We have so much a dozen
more pumping. The banksman told us to work to the rise when they expected you to come. But we
wouldn’t and then he swore at me and said we wanted to be working in the water when you came.
But it was the regular thing for us to work down here to dip. They have 2s. 4d. per dozen for getting
the best coal and 2s. for 14 corves of the worst coal and the 2d. a dozen extra for the good coal and
4d. a dozen for the inferior coal additional for pumping on the dip side. The best coal sells for 6s.
6d. per dozen corves and the worst for 5s. 3d.
No.278. Mr. William Shaw, agent or the Foster Place Collieries, in the Parish of Kirkburton, near
Hepworth. Examined June 14th., 1841.
Our main gates are now 33 inches. The board gates are about 28. The gates are nearly all dry.
There are no rails. We hurry on sledges and with belt and chain. With the empty one they thrust
behind and the full ones the hurry going before. They work now here to the dip and the water leaves
us. The youngest child is 9 or 10. We have no girls in the pit. We don’t object to them. They go
down from 7 to 8 o’clock. Some of them come out soon some late. They come out from 3 to 5
o’clock. The average distances they hurry is 170 yards. They hurry 32 scoopes per day. They weigh
about 21/2 cwt. I think the hurriers will have 3 or 4 scoopes to hurry after the men have come out.
They will work longer at one time than another but they don’t work more than 8 hours a day on the
average. I think to restrict the time of working would injure the working classes in this part. It would
be an inconvenience to have relays.
No.279. Henry Healey, aged 11. Examined Meal Hill, Hepworth.
I have been a year and half with Messrs. Tinker’s Day Hole Pit. I have always thrusted. Ann
Winchliffe with me. She has a belt and chain which passes through her legs. It is very wet where we
hurry. It comes out from the Shaw’s Pit. Ann never pays me. I am master of her. I never pay her
though. I am very good to her. My brother Ebenezer is the worst in the pit, him that hurried you in.
He pays me sometimes but He doesn’t leather me hard. I like being in the pit. I am never tires when
I get home. I can read in the Testament and go to Sunday School God made the world. He had a son.
I couldn’t know who he was, I never heard. I read about John and Luke and Matthew in the
Testament but not about Christ. I know nothing about him.
No.280. Joseph Lodge, aged 12. Examined at the same time and working in the same pit.
I don’t like being at pit. They thrash me sometimes. I’ve been poorly lately. I had a bellyache and
headache. I am tired at night sometimes. I have been to Sunday School. I learn to read, I am new
begun. I don’t know all my letters. I have heard about Jesus Christ. He is on earth now, here. I have
been five years in the pit. It is a very wet pit where you was today.
No.281. Jonathan Mitchell, aged 15.
I have worked in the pits and now in Mr. Tinker’s Pit. I got o the pit about 7 in the morning and
come out generally at half past 4. The getters come away generally at 2 o’clock and we hurriers have
to stop to fill. They fill sometimes but we generally fill. It is hardish work. It makes my legs ache
and my back when I’ve a deal to pull and sometimes the corves get off the trams. Sometimes the
lads fight and I can tackle them all. I don’t though, without they touch me. When the girls are long
on the road they get thrashed the same as us when we do wrong. I don’t know one of my letters. I
used to go to Sunday School. I have heard tell about Jesus but I don’t know hardly what it was. I
wash myself about once a week.
[He was very dirty.]

No.282. John Haigh, aged 141/2. Examined at the same time.
My work tires me a good deal in my back.
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No.2823 Mary Holmes, aged 141/2. Examined at the same time.
I have been eight years working in the pits. I have always hurried. I never thrust much. I always
hurry as you saw me with a belt and chain round my waist and the chain between my legs. I hurry so
in the board gates. I always wear lad’s clothes. The trousers don’t get torn at all. It tires me
middling. My back doesn’t ache at all or my legs. I like being in the pit and don’t want to do ought
else. I never tried to do anything else. Sometimes I get cold by its being so wet. The wet covers my
ankles. I am sure nobody has told me what t say. I don’t go to Sunday School. I read in the spelling
book. I don’t know my letters. I don’t know who Christ was. I haven’t heard much about him. They
thrash me sometimes in the pit. It is not the getters, it’s the hurriers that does it. They don’t hurt me
much. There are 13 children on my family, four are boys and are all in the same pit with me. I have
no other sisters working in the pit now. I have a shilling for hurrying two dozen, that is 16 corves.
This is my regular stint. Sometimes I stop and fill the corves after the getter is gone. I don’t know
how long I shall stop in the pit. I have two sisters married and one is in service. They all hurried
before. I am sure I would rather be in the pit where I am thrashed sometimes and work in the wet
than do anything else.
No.284. Ebenezer Healey, aged 13.
I went into the pit to help before I was five years old. I used to thrust. I didn’t do it long. I hurry
now with a belt and chain in the board gates. There are no rails there. We have to hurry full corves
this way, up hill as well as down. I do this myself and I have 16 runs a day for which I have 1s.
There are girls that hurry in the same way, with belt and chain. Our breeches are often torn between
the legs with the chain. The girl’s breeches are torn as often as ours. They are torn many a time and
when they are going along we can see them all between the legs naked. I have often and that girl,
Mary Holmes, was so today. She denies it but it is true for all that. I thrash my brother a little
sometimes but I don’t hurt him. I do nought but lug him a bit. That is, pull his lair when he stops.
My work doesn’t tire men much now, when I’m getting used to it. It used to tire me. We don’t work
six days a week. Oftener four than six. My father is not a collier now. I have been to school. to
Sunday School. I can read a bit. I know all my letters. They explain the Bible to me. I don’t know
who Jesus Christ was but I have heard about his being nailed to a cross. The girls get thrashed as
well as the boys.
No.285. Rachel Tinker, aged 13, working in the same pit, and examined at the same time, as the
forgoing.
I don’t think I have worked three years quite. I dress like a lad in the pit, and always a belt round
my waist and the chain between my legs and than I leaned forward and go on my hands and feet. I
tear my clothes sometimes with the chains. They get torn between the legs. It is not hard work. I’ve
never been tired with it. I only hurry in the endings with the belt and chain and there are no rails. It is
no such hard work. I have hurried by myself ever since I begun. I would as soon hurry by myself as
have one with me. They never thrash me. I sometimes hurry a run after the getter is gone but not
often. I would as soon as be in the pits as anywhere else for ought I know. My father is the
banksman and had a half a dozen girls. We have no boys. We would be fast of He couldn’t send us
to the pit. I have been at a Sunday School. I can read in the spelling book, but I don’t know all my
letters. I don’t know which made the world. I never heard of Jesus Christ. I wash my hands and face
and neck every night when I get from the pit. I wash myself all over every Sunday at morning before
I put on my clean things. I am quite sure nobody has told me what to say.
No.286. Ann Winchcliffe, aged 10 and 3 months. Examined at the same time.
I pull with a belt and chain and have a boy to thrust. I doesn’t tire me. I wear trousers and the
chain often tears them and makes great holes between the legs. The boys never thrash me. They fight
sometimes. I’d rather be in the pit than at school. The gates are often very wet. I always hurry with
my shoes and stockings off. I have just began going to school. I don’t know my letters. Sometimes I
go to the pit at 6 and sometimes half past 7. I come put about 4 or 5. I don’t work much longer. We
don’t stop for dinner. We get it as we go along any how.
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No.287. Henry Cartwright, aged 12. Examined at Low Moor, Hepworth, June 15th., 1841.
I am a hurrier. I have always hurrier with the belt and chain with the scoopes. I hurry by myself
now. It is not very hard work. I like being in the pit weel enough. It doesn’t tire me much at night. I
go into pit at 7’clcok and come out at 3 or 4 and sometimes noon. We don’t come out regular. I have
never been to Sunday School I can’t tead. I don’t know my letters. I have never been taught to say
my prayers. I never have heard my father not my mother. God made the world but he is in heaven. I
don’t know who he sent to the world to save us. I have heard of Christ but I don’t’ know who he was
or whether he is Church or Chapel. Twice 10 is 20. I don’t know how man 4 time 5 makes. I don’t
know which is the largest town in England. There isn’t so many boys that goes to school, or that
know more than me. I don’t know where bad boys go when they die. I don’t know what hell is.
No.288. Isaac Hurst, aged 13. Examined at the same place and time.
I have been working four years. It doesn’t tire me so much except when Joe had a long day’s
work. It makes my back ache. I always hurry with belt and chain. We have 24 runs to do, averaging
60 yards each. We work three days and a half a week mostly, I have been at Sunday School. I go
now. I can read Testament. They tell me what it’s about. Christ came to save sinners. Sinners is us.
No.289. Betty Swallow, aged 11 years, 4 months. Examined at the same place.
I always hurry with belt and chain and always dress in trousers. The belt goes round my waist and
the chain between my legs, There are no rails, I like it weel enough. The chain never hurts my legs.
It tires me when I work till 4 o’clock but I don’t often work so long. We thrash one another we lads
and lasses sometimes. There they ne’er thrash me. I have been to Sunday School and go now. I can
read in the spelling book. Jesus Christ came to save poor sinners. I sat my prayers every night. I go
sometimes to Church and Chapel. I go down to the pit at 7 and have my breakfast before I go. It is
milk porridge I have and a bit of bread with it. I have about of oat cake in the pit at noon. We stop
about an hour in the pit at noon. We lake them. We have our dinners when we get home. We have
sometimes meat pie and sometimes potatoes. Sometimes nothing but potatoes. I am washed all over
on Sundays but not every day.
No.290. William Hurst, aged 13. Examined at the same place.
I hurry with belt and chain. It does not tire me at all. I am sure,. I hurry by myself. I go to Sunday
School. I can read in the spelling book. I don’t know about Christ.
No.291. Sarah Senior, aged 13. Examined at the same place.
I began to go into the pit about a year ago., I used to help my mother before, I like being in the
pit. It makes my back ache but not so much. I hit my back a bit. I go to Sunday School. I like read in
the spelling book. I don’t know my letters so well. They only teach me to know my letters at the
Sunday School and I don’t know which Jesus Christ was. I never heard tell of him. I always hurry
with the belt round my waist and the chain between my legs.
No.292. Caroline Swallow, aged 81/2 years. Examined at the same place.
I have been two years in the pit. I hurry with another lass. I don’t know what time I go down or
come up. It tires me a good deal. I hurry with belt and chain. I have given over being at school.
[She knows nothing.]
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No.293. Eliza Senior, aged 11. Examined at same time.
I have been two years in Wagstaffe’s Pit. I don’t like being in the pit. Its bad hurrying. The roads
are bad, they are dry. My sister hurries with me. I hurry with belt and chain. It tires me a good deal
at night. I go to Sunday School. I don’t know whose son Jesus Christ was. They behave very well to
me in the pit. I go down at 7 to the pit and come out at 3 or 4. We stop half an hour at noon.
[She can read her letters only.]

No.294. George Hirst, collier aged 32. Examined June 15th., 1841, at Messrs. Stanfield’s and
Brigg’s Gin Pit at Law Common, Kirkburton.
We have no trams here because we cannot fasten the rails well owing to the hardness of the floor.
We tried rails and then corves with covered wheels without rails and neither of them would do. The
rails came up because of the hardness of the floor. They did not pull the rails up on purposes but we
could not manage with them, and we gave it up and we have found scoopes best of iron slipes or
shoes. The children hurry with the belt and chain and the chain passes between their legs, girls and
all. It does not tire them much. They begin at half past 7 and the average time to leave off is half past
3. We work about 41/2 days per week, not more. It privileges some poor folks to bring their girls to
pits and I have seen many who have made respectable women and for ought I know, useful wives. I
don’t know that the girls have any more imprudence that the other girls that are brought up in the ir
ways. It is true that they have impudence. Not many children begin at 8. Our gates are from 30 to 34
inches and we can do with children of they come at 9 years old. I have a boy myself who was 9 on
the 2nd. of May, 1841 and He had not been in the pits only a fortnight, and I think that here is only
one younger than him and I think he has come soon enough to make a collier of. One set of children
will do as much as we want. It would be difficult to change hands. It would be very difficult to get
lads enough for two sets. If families, circumstances would admit it would be well to keep girls out of
the pits. I don’t think it was designed by Providence to bring girls to pits. There are not mills enough
that want girls to send them to about here.
No.295. Mr. William Pickard, agent to Sir Kaye’s Collieries, re-examined, June 26th., 1841.
The states that the explosion which happened last Monday week at the Hope Pit, Kirkheaton
parish this occurred. The drawing shaft of the upcast one. There is a trap door within four yards of
the shaft placed in an ending to prevent air got taking a direct course back to the drawing shaft and
to force it on the extreme workings. This door was left open of the Saturday so that the current did
not pass into the workings and the gas accumulated in them. It was the duty of the hanger on, who is
an adult, to have shut the door. The door was left open for, without doubt from Saturday night to
Monday morning. Two men are now appointed to see to the safety of the pits and go down first to
see all is right before any one also comes down. One of the children found the door open and
incautiously shut it which had the effect of turning the current suddenly through the workings and
drawing out the gas in a body to the pit bottom, where the children were with their baked candles
and the explosion immediately took place. Eight children were burnt and two men. One of the men
was going down the shaft which is about 105 yards. He was burnt half way down. One child is since
dead. There was very little more water than usual and it by no means affected the ventilation. We
had no fire in for the ventilation was good enough without one. Had the door been kept shut,
everything would have been all right. This door is one of the fte most important in the pit. There was
a trapper to it. He was at it from the Saturday but he is so young a boy we cannot make much of his
account. It is the duty, however, of the man who is the hanger-on to look after the at door himself.
He had been turned away for his neglect.
No.296. Mr. Joseph Childe, agent to Messrs. Stanfsield and Briggs, Flockton, near Wakefield,
examined, June 130th., 1841.
The explosion which happened at the Emroyd Pit on the 21st. instant arose entirely from one of
the colliers, John Hargreaves, since deceased, taking off the wire guard from his Davy lamp. His
pipe was found near the lamp and also a wedge which later he said he was seeking, and was the
cause of the fire. There had never been any gas seen in his hole since he had been working there,
which was for three months. But the gas was forced out with the gobbin or old working in an
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adjoining bank owing to the roof gradually falling, and going with the air, it came in contact with his
lamp. h He has had his lamp off the same day without danger. He had time to take warning for the
roof was heard falling sometime before and another collier not more than five yards off had ordered
his hurrier out of the bank with the need for safety. Hargreaves was a steady man and there is no
way of accounting for his carelessness. He had worked in the same pit for five years. There always
have Davy lamps. They are not allowed to go without because we are aware of the danger of these
falls. There is none bottom agent to the two pits to see all is safe. He goes down one pit or the other
every morning to see that all is right. It would be very troublesome to padlock the lamps, but it is
done in some cases. The ventilation of the pit is perfectly good. No ventilation current could prevent
the roof falling, and forcing out the gas. One of the children was burnt 100 yards off, for the gas ran
down the hurrying gate after it had ignited by which means five hurrers were burnt as well as two
men. Had it gone across the bank face, it would have burnt more men and few hurriers. One man and
three boys have died of the effects of the burns. As a proof that the ventilation was good, and that the
explosion was nearly local, there were 57 people in the pit at the time and none were burnt or injured
but the seven.
(Signed) JOSEPH CHILDE.
No.297. George Watson, aged 111/2. Examined July 1st., 1841, at Flockton.
I hurry in Sir John Kay’s New Pit. I like it well enough. I get paid (beaten) sometimes but not
often. We hurriers fight sometimes for out turn to get the corves. We pay the girls as well as the boys
but not often. I like the girls best, because they don’t pay us much to get their turns as the boys. We
hurry nine loads a day, that is 18 runs to the bank and back. We go down the pit after 6 in the
morning and come back between 3 and 4 in the afternoon. I am not often much tired. I have hurried
for several different men. I go tohJohn Sorby’s Sunday School and can read of Jesus Christ. I don’t
know who he was or whether He is on earth now or not. I don’t know how he died and never herd
about it at all. They don’t ask us any questions about what we read.
No.298. Mr. John Lawton, agent and manager to Messrs. Traviss and Horsfall,
re-examined July 9th., 1841, at Barnsley.
On Wednesday there weeks an explosion took pace at our colliery owing to a boy of about 14
years of age going with alighted candle up the board gate which had been stopped and knew he had
no business to go. He was a ungovernable lad and he had been obliged to leave other collieries in
consequence. This boy had gone up beyond the slip and therefore beyond the current of air. Some
air, but not much, would go up. The board gate had been driven the full distance fork another slit and
one was about to be cur from the face of the bank on the other side and the by had no right to go up
the board gate further than the slit. I did not see him, but when it had fired I went down and asked if
there was any gas in the old workings and I heard that there was not, and found it so. I then went up
with my Davy lamp to the place where it happened and there I found the boy’s candle which had
fired. It was about 17 yards up the board gate beyond the slit. There was much gas in. It accumulates
very quickly again after an explosion. It would have exploded again if I had had a candle. Generally
enough gas does not exist in board gates driven 20 yards above the air to exploded in our colliery but
we always take great care to prevent only one going there. We pull the rails up and set puncheons to
prevent their passing in that board gate where the accident occurred. After it was finished and before
the boys went up. He (Gomershal) had warned the men and boys not to go there. The board gate was
finished the evening before and in the forenoon of the next day the accident happened. I believe
Gomershal would have set the puncheons in the course of the forenoon but having warned them and
they having obeyed the warning before till other things had been done previously he thought that
they would obey him this time but the puncheons would have been set sooner. The boy died in a few
days after of burns. When I went down the shaft the time of the accident I found another boy lying
killed at the bottom of the shaft and I suppose he must had been killed by the chairs which I met
going up as I came down. The lights had been blown out by the people when the alarm was given
and two boys were probably pushed in the confusion from the upper chamber down to the bottom
one, which is about 4 feet 6 inches and one had apparently not been able to get out of the way before
the corf came down upon him. He was dead at the time I found him and these are all the particulars I
can give.
(Signed) JOHN LAWTON.
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No.299. Mr William Pickard, agent to Sir John Kay, Flockton,
having examined Plans 1 and 2.
He states that first as regards the driving of the water gate n Plan 2 and the different direction of
the rise endings or main gates, that this is rendered necessary on many beds by the coal rising nearly
endwise and that in this case double gates are necessary in every direction for the purpose of
ventilation. In the Barnsley and thick coal beds there will be a great difference partly owing to the
nature if the roof and the thickness of the coal for there the roof will never fall so closely but what
the air will draw over it and vent itself out with the sulphur. He considers that there is no doubt that
it is a good plan to leave the slits marked (G) open in Plan 1 for the escape of the accumulated gas in
the old workings of it does not affect the air in any way and is further of the opinion hat in Plan 2 no
such vent for the accumulated gas is allowed from the old workings. He thinks that fast end banks
are a disadvantage but He does not know how this is to be avoided without great expense and that
there is not much danger in these fast end banks where there is not much sulphur and they are not to
be driven beyond 10 yards but a great deal depends on this far the air has to travel. He attaches the
greatest importance to the distance the air had to travel where there is sulphur. He is decidedly of
opinion that where the air is allowed to divide itself on its descent down the shaft and in Plan 2 it
will not divide itself properly so as to ventilate each part of the workings proportionately but that it
will be sure to take the nearest road to the furnace. There ought to be a moveable door, or a stopping
with a brick or two left out, just as it thought will do, to cause a proper diversion. A little bit of room
left in a stopping will cause a vast deal of current. In one of the pits under witness’s management
they mean to appropriate the working and engine pits separately as downcast shafts, to ensure a
proper division of the air and them have a copula with a shaft for the upcast air. He does not like a
divided air coming down one shaft. It is always liable to danger owing to the changes of the weather,
which will alter the amount of the gas, particularly where there is stone above the coal.
As regards expense, Plan No.2 will cost more by a great deal as a system of coal getting, than
Plan 1. They have as much straight driving again in Plan 2 and there is no comparison as to expense
between them. The plan of letting trap doors fall to for themselves is a good plan and will do for
thick coal as well as thin. The heavier the door, the better it will fall to. There is something in the
objection that coals may fall and keep the door open but as there are passers by every minute, it
would be queer if they did not shut them and the man at the faces know directly whether there is
anything wrong with the current and would make the hurriers see to it. I think pits of all descriptions
would be safer without any trappers than with them. I have had to do with thick pits as well as thin
ones but more with the latter.
(Signed) WM. PICKARD.

_____________________
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